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By FRANK JENKINS
HERE waos thrilllng news this
marning. ‘The Mareth line In
southern Tunisin s erumbling,

Everyone of Ils strong points,
early dispatches report, ls pow
in our possession.

Rommel, moybe too lote, Is
beginning to retreat.

Offleinl reports from Calro
tell us that axis air ficlkds wt
Gubes are belng plowed up,

That means that Rommel Knows
he'll retrent farther than Gabes,
and wants e prevent us from
using his own nir flelds agninst
him when he abandons them.

HE brenk comes, ns ot El Ala-

main, on the ninth doy. Nine
seems to be Montgomery's lucky
number,

But Rommel now faces n dif-
ferent and more menncing situ-
ation. At El Alamein, he Aind
all of Africa behind him, with
all his enemles In hls rear. In
his retrent from the Mareth posi-
tlons, he will have powerful enc
mies hovering on his flank.

His escape corridor st Gabes
has been narrowed to only 16
miles by Montgomery's Hanlking
column which renched El Ham-
ma, If he fights his way through
the Gabes bottlencck, Patton’s
Amerlears, holding the high
ground along 100 miles or more
of the coustal highway, will
swoop down on him.

Block Leudu Chsef

Mrs, Joan Puckett above has
beon named chlef of “block load.
or" in the newly orgunized
“block’ unit under the local Ci
villan Defense plan, It was an-
nounced Monday by the Klam.
ath County Delense Council,

Defense Group
Appoints Women
“Block Leaders"

A Block Leader Councll to
nssist in elvilian defense work
here waos orgunized lnst week,
when Lvnn Royeroft, newly ap-

Seorvice corps, and Earl Reynolds,
coordinitor of the loeal Defense
Council, called together a group
of local women to become block
leaders,

The block leader's job 15 to
explain to the persons in his lo-
cality
ing, salvage nnd other warthne
|;:l||1{s nms, and Lo see thal these

artime  wervices are fully un-

All the way, our nir forces |derstood In Mr, and Mrs, Public.

will be pounding him from

above,

Anderson's first army ls driv-
ing hard at Von Arnlm, secking
to keep him too busy to send
help to hls battered collengue in
the south,

L] L]
ROMMEL s an able gencral—
probably the nblest the war
has produced,

His 1500-mile retreat ncross
Afrien without demornlization is
ono of the great military fenls
of history. But he's finnlly get-
ting into n tight spot and in
amnart Montgomery he has an
able foe.

L] .
W!‘. henr today of the first sur-
face naval fight for Kiska,

Two Jap heavy crulsers, two
Hght erulsers nnd four destroy-
ers, convoying iwo Jap cargo
vessels, are encountered by nn
Amerlcan naval task foree (prob-
ably there for just that purpose)
and a long range gun fight—sup-
posed to have been at flvg to
seven miles—ensues,

The Japs are turned bock.

Their need nt Kiskn must bo
gelting rather desperate to Justl
fy such heavy convoying of only
two cargo ships.

Only two ar¢ mentloped, Oth-
ers may have been hidden in the

foR.

IN Russla, the [flerce German
counteratinck at  Kharkov
soemns lo have been stopped at
the Donats,

The Russiang, wading through
the deep mud of the spring thaw,
Ineh nearer .la Smolensk,

L] L]

TIIE Interesting point of the
Russinn fighting 18 that the
Red army seems to have encugh
strength to stop the Germans,

Evervihing hinges on Russian
reserve strongth.

Floods Sweep Away
Logs at Pendleton

PENDLETON, March 20 (2%)—
Flood waters In Camuas creek
near Uklah swept away 185,000
board feet of logs from the
Brown-Hoxle Lumber company’s
mill pond and wakhed out the
supporting structure of the T0-
foot county bridge near there be-
tween 2 o'clock Salurdny after-
noon and midnight,

Japancse Declare

Thailand Emergency
LONDON, March 26 (M—The

Parls radlo reported todny n dis-

pateh from Bangkok that n state
of emergency hnd been declared

throughout Japanese « occupled
Thalland,
The brondeast, recotded by

Tho*Associnted Press, gnve no ex-
J)ln_nnllon.

Mrs, Jean Puckett was geleet-
od chonirmon of the group, and
the following block leaders will
naskst her:

Mra. Ollve Cornett, pret,{mL-
24, 35, 26, 27 and 28; Mrs,
belle Brixner, precinets 1, 2,

11 and 12; Mrs. Harvey Purk
preeinets 13, 21, 22 and 23; Mrs.

42 and Pellean City; Mrs. Martha |
(Continued on Page Three)

[“Black Snow’ Talk
(Set for Council

Meeting Tonight

Discussion of the heating
plant ordinance, to be brought
up for third and final reading
tonight mt 730 o'clock at a
meeting of the clty councll, Is
the only major problem which|
the dads will attempt tfo iron
out. The psession is called ns
an  adjonrned meeting,
to bring up the proposed ordi-
nanee,

Moyor John H, Houston said
that he expected lengthy discus-
glon on the ordinance. The city
oftorney last Monday filed n
complaint agalost the heating
company, naming  teaffic bz
ards as well as  the “bhlack
snow' guestion, with the pub-
He wutilities commissioner, In
turn, the heating company filed
an answey with the commisslon.
vr In Salem,

pointed director of U. 8. Citlzens | |

the prineiples of ration-|

Flo Ann Eaton, precincts 30, 31, |

mainly |

¥ Reds Block Nazis

N
L ]

WASHINGTON. March 20 (A
American patrol ships have turn-
el back a Jopanese naval foree
headed for the Aleutions in the |
| first surfoce battle off the mist- |
shirouded Islands since the enemy I
set up a base on Kiskn last sum-
moer.

When the long.range engnge-
ment Fridoy was broken off, the
navy sold in o communigue yes-
torday, the Jupanese detachment
of two heavy crulsers, two light
| eruisers, four destroyers nnd two
cargo vessels was seen heading
westward,

Distant Battle

The battle—fought at = dis.
tunce of five to seven miles—
began after o light force of U 8.
patrol eraft loeated the enemy
west of Atty, 200 miles west of
Klisko, There wns n possibility
that the Japanese turned about
to svold closerange shelling in
which the cargo vesels, apparent-
enrrying desperately-needed

Iy

supplies for the Kiska base,
might hove been damaged or
sunk.

Detalls of the actlon were not
announced, The navy told In an
| ciirlier communigue of n series
of far-flung alr ralds In the Paci-
fie from Mareh 25 to 27,

Kiska Bombed

American planes nttacked Kis-
kn, scoring hits on a hangsr,
| while other U, S, planes strafed
and bombed the .!upnnusc in two

RAF Resumes
Battering of
U-Boat Base

LNODON, March 20 (#) —
RAF bombers resumed their as-
saults on German submarine
bases lnst night, after the great-
est raid of the war on Berlin Sat-
urday night, by blasting the base
at St. Nonzaire with a “concen-
trated attack,” the alr ministry
annowunced today,

Two bombers did not return
from the S5t. Nazaire raid, which |
was carrled oul In considerable
strength and ndded new damage
| to n U-boat haven which has been
Hdlmlwd often and heavily in
the past.

Squndrans of bombs, escorted
by fighters, crossed and recross-
od the southeast const this morn-
ing, hinting at a continuntion of
the intensive blows directed at
Germany and her satellites on
the continent during the week-
end.

The German radio meanwhile
nnnounced that German bomb-
ers, retalinting for the Saturdsy
night RAF raid on Berlin and a
daylight raid yesterday by Amer-
lean Fortresses nmcd Liberators
on the rallroad yards at Rouen,
France, smashed al Norwich,
England, during the night,

TULELAKE — Major Robert
W, Fensler, U, 5. army alr
corps, ls reported missing ae-
cording to word recelved here
by the young flyer's wife, and
his parents, Mr, and Mrs, Clark
Fensler, prominent ranching
family.

Word reached the family
through Ralph A, Ganger of the
loenl  Ameriean  Leglon post,
who received the messago from

the war department, Only the
aofficlal  notiflentlon with the
word that Information would

follow, hus been received,
Mu), Fensdler ndvised his wile
of iy snfe orrival dn Indin Just

one weelk ago, Tho young {lyor
wis  groduated from Tulelnke
high' sehool in 1030, attended
Orogon Stale college the year
of 1830-37, and the University
of Caolifornin  the following
yenr, Ho then took his early

training at Mather fleld, Sacia.
mento, and lnter was statloned
In Phooenly, Arvlz, Los Angeles
and Florlda where he served ns
an  Instruetor, When he  last
wrole his family he was pilol-
Ing o B-24, Ma), Fansler was

marrled a year and onelalf

Major Fensler, Tulelake
Flyer, Reported Mlssmg

ngo nnd s the father of_a 5-
month-old daughtor, Barbara,
According to the family, Ma.
Fopsler 1eft the United States
on February 16, flying to South

(Continued on*Page Three)

U. S. Patrol Ships Turn
Jap Force in Aleutians

ralds at Munda on New Georgia
island In the Solomons; raided
Japanese positlons at Vila in the
Solomons and bombed and shot
up Joponese positions In Ugali
on Hendova island in the New
Georgia group.

Two Japanese planes struck
at Canton island in the Phoenix
Istand group and seven enemy
raiders bombed Guadalcanal,
killing one man and injuring 13.

LONDON, March 20 (F—A
Japanese communique broadcast
(Continued on Page Three)

REPUBLIGANS GET
BEHIND RUML PLAN

Committee Sure Skip-
Year Tax Will
Pass

WASHINGTON, March 20 (#)
The house republican stearing
committee met today to tighten
party lines behind the Ruml tax
plan, and Rep. Martin of Massa.

‘| chasetts, the minority leader, re-

ported “1 now feel certain” the
proposal to skip an Income tax
yenr will pass the house,

The committee meeting was
held in Martin's .office with a
view to planning stratlegy when
voting begins, probably tomor-
row, on varlous pay-asyou-go in-
come tax proposals,

Confident

“We can't discuss our strat-
cgy,"! Martin told newspaper-
men, “‘but we are confident.”

Meanwhile, the democratic

SOVIETS ST

JUDDY GERMAN
LINE ATTAGK

Two Nazi Cracks at
Upper Donets
Blasted

0P

By EDDY GILMORE

MOSCOW, March 23 (#)—The
red army fought on In the mud
during the night, bresking up
two German efforts to crack its
line along the upper Donets river
and capturing four more villages
in the slow drive toward Smo-
lensk, the Russians said €oday,
but the once {laming battle line
apparently had subsided tempo-
rarily to a series of local and in-
canclusive engagements,

The mid-day communique re-
ported that there were “no ma-
terial changes on the fronts" and
was devoled almost exciusiveiy
to isolated engagements Involy-
ing relatively small forces,

) Local Engagement

{The German comminiqie, re-
corded by The Associated Press,
said that enly local engagements
were fought in the central and
southern sectors of the Russian
front yesterday, but that the
Russians renewed their attacks
south of Lake Ilmen and near
Lake Ladoga. The fighting lasted
all day, the communique said,
and the Russians were repulsed
with heavy losses)

In the push toward Smolensk,
which had carried to within 32
miles of the great German base,

leaders continued their running | the Russians reporied one viilage

battle against the plan originally
advanced by Beardsley Ruml of
the New York Federal Reserve
| bank and embraced in modified |
form a bill by Rep, Carlson (R-|
Kas.); and varlous plans for a
compromise that would abale a
{Continued on Pare Three)

Hits Scored on
Jap Air Fields
At Buin, Kahili

WASHINGTON, March 20 (/)
American bombers altacking
Japanese air fields at Buin and
Kahill scored hils on & runway
and protected dispersal areas,
the navy sald today, then re-
turned safely to their base.

The text of the navy's com-
munique, No. 328, telling of ralds
against the two enemy positions
on Bougainville island, 300 miles
northwest of Guadalcanal, fol.
lows:

“"South Pacitle: (All dates are
east longitude)

1. On March 28th:

“(A) During the morning,
army Flying Fortresses (Boeing
B-17) natlacked Japanese posie
tions at Buin and Kauhli in the
Shoriland island area. Hils wero
scored on revetments and a run-
way.

“(B) All United States planes
returned."

HOLC Abolishment
Held Treasury Raid

WASHINGTON, March 20 (A
John H, Fahey, commissioner ot
the Federal Home Loan Bank ad-
ministration, deseribed pending
legislation to abolish the Home
Owners Lonn corporation today
as “nothing but a rald on the
treasury in the midst of war”

"The foreed liquidation of the
HOLC within one year, as pro.
posed by an amendment to the
pending Independent offices ap-
proprintions bill" he declared,
“"would cost the government at
least §440,000,000—some $373,
000,000 more than the corporas
tlon’s present net deflcit—and
put & wholly unnecessary burden
on the U, S, treasury and ax-
payers,"

was taken by the column which
has been driving westward from
\«’}n*mu and threea more by the
column which for weeks has
been moving southward from
Bely, about 83 miles to the
northeast of Smolensk.
Village Captured

The single wvillage captured
was taken during a night attack
and success came after the Rus.
sians had mixed it with the Ger-
mans, uzing bayonets and hand
grenades, the communique said.
More than 100 Germans were re-
ported killed and & small quan-
tity of equipment was seized.

In & neighboring sector a Rus-
sian scouting party slipped be-
hind the German lines and at-
tacked a German infaniry col-
umn moving up to the front, kill-
ing 70 Germans with machine

(Centinued on Page Three)

Trash Fire Calls
Sign of Spring

Surest sign of spring Is the
number of calls recelved by the
city fire departiment from prop-
erty owners who feel the urge to
clean up after winter's on-
slaught.

A great many irash fires were
burning in Kiamath Falls over
the weckend az yards were given
good rakings. The Great North-
ern rallway was given a burning
permit Monday as they cleared
up at their South Sixth street
docks,

Sunday's temperature rose to
84 degrees during the afternoon.

Oregon Collects
Over Five Million
In Income Taxes

SALEM, March 20 (#)—The
stite tax commission said today
It has collected $£5,500,000 in in-
come taxes so far this year,
about $850,000 more than was
collected in the corresponding
period last year,

The returns Indicate that an-
other record will be set, and that
the reduclion applying to pay-
ments made next year, under the
formula approved by the recent
legislature, will be at least 30
per cent and possibly much
maore,

State” Income taxea are due
April 15 this year.

¥

in_town.
can,

A pan of hamburger in a loca
the shopper her choice of hamburger or hamburgerl Msat eating
families fairly cleansd Klamath shops of steaks, roasis, stews and
chops, and by Monday morning there was little variely to ke found
“Si” Baker, butcher, handles the situation as best he

“Take Your Choice, Lady!”’

Tt

shop M ve

Local Meat Ra
Shortage of

Additional meat rationing
story on page' eight. chart of ‘
processed food values on page
four,

Elk meat augmented many a'
Sunday dinner ss Klamath|
housewives entered the nation-
wide experience of meat ration-

cuts of lamb, beef and pork
practically non-existent.

Some beef, & little lunch |
meat and & few chickens, along |
with rationed cheese, were left
in Monday's cases. Several shops
were closed for at least two
days, waiting for the small
amount of beef on hand to sge

Miners Agree to
Continue Talks
On New Contract

NEW YORK, March 29 (F)—
Southern Appalachian soft coal!
mine operators and the Uniled
Mine Workers of America agreed |
today to continue negotiations|
for a new contract for 30 days
after March 31 when the present
one expires, thus assuring con-
tination of work in the mines.

The northern operators had
previously agreed to such a plan.

Under the agreement, similar
to ona signed by the northern
operators and the union, any pay
increases granted would be re
troactive to Aprit 1.

The agreement, announced by
Dr, John R, Steelman, director
of the U, §. conciliation service,
who entered the negotiations to-
day, sald:

“It is agreed that the mines
represented in this conference
shall continue In operation under
all existing agreements {or 30
days after April 1, 1843, in ac-
cordance with the request of the
president of the United States
as affecting a continustion ol
work on a retroaclive basis.

U. S. Supreme Court
Asked for Decision
On Jap Exclusion

SAN FRANCISCO, March 29 |
(®—The U, S. circuit court of
appeals, seeking to determine |
whether the order excluding
Japanese from the wesl couast
was constifutional, has asked the |
United States supreme court for
certain definitions upon which |
to base a final declsion. [

Involved in the case are two
American citizens of Japanese
ancestry, Gordon Kiyoshi Hira-
bayashl of Seattle and Minoru
Yashui of Hood River, Ore., who
appealed from district court
convictions of violating sections
of the military order providing
for exclusion and control of both
allen and Amyrican Japanege.

ing and found their favorite|

tioning Sees
Favored Cuts

where it would be ready for
cutting.

Most refrigerators were fairly
well stocked for the coming
week as shoppers bought when
meat was fairly plentiful the
middle of last week. By Satur-
day night the butcher shop
cases were as clean as Mother
Hubbard's cupboard.

Use of the red ration slamps

in War Book 2, confused both

jthe purchaser and the butcher,

{it was reported from one shop.
Some customers were “pretty
annoyed” but on the whole,
shoppers were in good humor
and tocok what they could get.
Elk Meat Scld
Carter's, which dispensed 382
pounds of elk meat, bought the
carcasses from Chet Barton's
ranch in Poe Valley, The ani-

mals have been part of =
“menageria” on the Barlon
place,

Barton has two more elk and
a buffale which may be slaugh-
tered. OPA rationing officials
said elk and buffalo are not in-
cluded in rationed meat, but the
local market has given OPA =&
pmbiem in determining a ceil-
ing price, inasmuch as no meat
|of this nature was sold in the
base period.

Jury List Drawn
For Wailan Trial

A Jury list has been drawn
for the trial of Kenneth Waiian,
charged with second degree mur-
der in the Christmas eve killing
of James Bowman during a fight.

Trial has been set for Wed-
nesday, March 31, beginning at
10 a. m. In circuit court. J. C.
O'Neill Is allorney for the de-
fendant,

NAVAL FORCES
BATTER NAZ
GABES AREA

Rommel’s Retreating
Lines Struck
Heavily

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTH AFRICA, Msrch 29 (&)
The Gabes area, foward which
Field Marshal Erwin Romme! is
retreating, has been subjected to
a heavy naval bombardment, i
was announced today.

Allled pavsl forces were am
nounced to have subjected the
Gabes area, through whizh the
axis columns must pass to em
cape encirclement, to a heavy
bombardment.

Szpplementary Force

(This dispatch did not bring
out immediately the mskeup of
the naval task force or the time
it struck. Such a foray might
have been executed from Al
gerian, Libyan or Egyptian bases
to supplement the air and
attacks upen Rommel's troops
fleeing from the Mareth line).

Field Mbarshal Erwin Rome
mei's Mareth line defenses have
collapsed under the pounding of
the British eighth army and his
forces are refreating northward
with heavy losses, it was an
nounced today.

- Scattered BHasistance

Scattered pockets of resistanca
were left behind, but Gen., Sir
Bernard L. Montgomery's Infan-
trymen were reported mopping
them up, one by one; as allled
aerial squadrons jolned ground
forces In powerful attacks along
the axis sscape corridor,

The Mareth line broke on g
25-mile front at three points,
ranging from 26 to 30 miles
from the axis supply port of
Gabes,

Beset by powerful forces fore

(Continued on Page Three)

Harry French
Gets Future
Date Parole

SAN QUENTIN, Calif, March
29 (A —Eighteen convicted mun
derers have been denied parcles
by the state board of prison
terms and paroles.

The board heard 258 cases af

its meeiing at San Quentin prise
on, denying 180 and granting fu.
ture date paroles fo 835.

Harry A. French of Alluras,
convicted of kiiling Claude Mo-
Cracken, newspaper editor In
that Modoc county cammunity,
was granted a future date paroie,
to become effective after serw
ing hslf of his 25-year sentence,

French ghot McCracken on
March 25, 19237, snd was sene
tenced fo death. This was comw
muted 1o life imprisonment in
1838, and was further commuted
to the 25-year term In 1842 by
Governor Culbart Olsen.

Okies Head West Again--
This Time on Plush Seats

POTEAU, Okla,, March 28 ()
The Okies are heading west
again,

But this time they have been
invited and they are traveling on
the plush cushions of rallroad
day coaches instead of in the bat-
tered patched and weary jallop-
ies of the depression days.

One hundred and thirteen
familieg, toluling 442 persons,
left by special train yesterday
for Washington and Oregon,
traveling as the guesiz of the
| government, They will work on
the dalry and truck farms of
Washington and Oregon.

Owners of the farms, facing

a labor shortage, asked for Ok-
luhom*ms The farm security ad-
ministration, sponsor of the
move, Is guaranteeing each fams
ily head $80 a month wages for
10 months of the year,

This, the FSA says, s twice
the eash Income of each of the
families in thelr native hills, In
addition cdch family will have

8 cow, chicksns, a house and &
garden plot—things thal Okles
of the west cosst yearned for in
the depression days.

Horace Gibson, 54, head of the
largest single contingent made
comments typical of most a5 he
watched down the track forf the
first sign of the special.

‘Yol can find work ail right
at home,” Gibson said, "but they
don't pay but §1, §1.25 and §1.50
a day and food, and the laad l.l
just too poor to make a living"

Most nre day lshorers, worke
ing on farms and cutling ratl
road ties in the timbered hills
The FSA says their average an=
nual cash ingome Is about $200,

Gibson, his wife, their three
sons and thelr famifies, 18 pere
sons in all, are making the trip,

For most of them the journcy
is the “trip of their lives.” Some
sald they had never heen outslde
of Oklahoma, although Arkan-

sas Is oniy 35 miles awny, and
been

one man said he had never b
beyond his native deunty,

prerp——s




