Blackout Signal

Ons 8:minute, blast on alrens and whistles
Is the signal for a blackout In Klamath

tlonary periods, watch your

Palls, Ancther long blast, during a black-
out, Is » signal for all.clenr, In precau.

stroet lights,
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By FRANK JENKINS

HE Germons In Russin hoavo

turned on thelr pursuers and
are HITTING HARD.-—an every-
ono who has read the news in-
telligently hns expectod thom to
du sooner or later,

Sinee the Germans were slop-

pud sl the Volgn they havd
mude mistakes. They hung an
too long before Btalingrad, thus

enobling the Russinns Lo enclrele
and trap a large part of their
forces. They evidently misgal-

back.

But In the German retirement
sines  Stallngrad, there have
been few signs of rout or panic,

- - .
AN nrmy that falls back with:
out rout or panic usually
has another good fight left in

its system. The Germons are
proving that now,
. Ld L

KEEI’ thia In mind:

As the Russinns huve moved
forward, they have lengthened
{heir supply lines, As the Ger.
mans hava fallen back, they
have SHORTENED thelr supply
lines,

Ll L] -
THE fighting In Russia differs
from the fighting In Afriea,
where ground galned or lost
means Hitle and losses Inflicted
on the enemy menn everything.
Ground In southern Russia s
important, for It containa min:
eral woalth and food.producing
power, Conl, fron, oil and food

are war essentinls,

But relative strength (which
fnvolves relntive losses In the
fighting that has nlready inken
plnce) s still the declding fnctor,
It the Germans have MORE
STRENGTH LEFT than the Riis-
slans, we're due for some bad
news,

If the contrary Is true, the

.nnwn over the long pull will be
good,

E oulsiders can't know such

important inslde focts, We
enn only waleh and woit nnd
draw conclusions from what
Happens from day to day,
It you will kKeep this thought
in mind, you will be nble to fol-
low mare Intelligently the news
of the fighting In Russin In the
next fow wetks,

. L] .

BIDE from t(he wenalher,
which has turned bad again,
the most interesting news from
Africa todny Is n Calro dispateh
tolling of a new British weapon
—{nnk-buster PLANES, which
are deseribed ns a new type of
Hurrleane (British-built) fighter,
equipped with CANNON.
They are sald to have secured
.‘Hrc-nt hits on 74 Gertnn tanks
in the Afrlean flghting of the
past fow months and fo have
nccounted for 20 German ar-
mored vehicles In the fighting
at the Maroth line during the
past week,
L] .
MAN":" Amerlean alr men have
bolieved that the plane will
ultimntely. master the lank,

They point out thal an arinor-

plereing bomb Inunched (rom n
i low-flying FAST plane has nl-
| most as much destruclive power
an n shell from n gun.

There is no mention of use of
bombs by these new tank-busts
Ing planes, only thelr cannon
belng referred to In the dispateh,
Bul wa are told that squadrons
of them are being organlzed in
England for the Invasion of Eu.
rope,

Anyway, It Is an Interosting
development,

Ll

WE ruld Klskn agaln, this time
dropping 27 tons of bombs
on Jap Installations there and
evidently doing qulle n lol: of
damnge, Eugene Burng, AP cor-
respondent, quoles o Righ-rank-
(Continued on Page Two)

culated Russia's power o n1r|kr.~|

Nazls Search
Buildings For
French Labor

BERN, Swilzerland, Morch 158
(AP)—=Germun troops staried o
house-to-house search In Lyon
todny for French youths resist-
Ing lnbor conscription s the In-
ternnl situntlon of Fraonce grew
more serlous hourly, the Trib-
une de Geneve snld,

An axls ultimatum lo several
thousand heavily armed young
| Frenchmen  in mountain  hide-
|outs nlong the southern shore
of Linke Geneva was reporied by
the newspoper to have explred
ut noon, but no further definite
ndvices were recelved,

Swiss frontler resldents for
the post three doys have heard
the sounds of sporadie firing.
Lyon lies in the Rhone river
vialley southwest of the partl-
sans'  rendezvous, the Haute
Savole reglon,

(I'he Alglers radio broadcast
a report that French guerrillas

(Continued on Page Two)

KISKA JAPS HIT
BY U. 3. BOMBERG

Bombings May Herald
Mighty Spring
Offensive

By EUGENE BURNS

AN ADVANCED BASE IN
ALASKA, March 10 (A—(De-
loyed)—Army hght and heavy
bombers, accompanied by man-
mnde Lightnings, today released
the heaviest lond of explosives
of the year on Japanese installa-
| tlons and barracks at Kiska,

One high-ranking army  offi-
| ver said this bombing heralded
{the opening of a mighty spring
offensive ngninst Kiskna, weather
conditions permitting.

Onee more planes, ammuni-
tion and pllots are ready,

Todny's pay lond wns 53,800
pounds of demolition and f{rag-
mentation bombs and boosted
the nine months' total dropped
on the Japanese occupled Islnnd
lo 1,437,000 pounds, quoling
wrmy {gures,

This welght does not Include
thousands  upon thousands of
muchinegun shells, and 20 mil-
limeter and 37 millimeter ean-
non' shells.

Miny of the enemy's antl-alr-
erafl guns falled belore today's
five minute recoption was over,

(The navy depariment, report-
Ing on thls ncllon in a eommun-
lque March 12, said the attack
wis made by Liberntor and
Milechell bombers and that bomb
hits were scored on both anti-
nlreraft batteries and buildings
In the eamp area without loss
lo the raiders).

Many bulldings took fire, but
this Is not the worst of the homb-
Ing. If our 650,000 pounds of
dynamite shook the ground nt
Kiskn today ns much as the

(Continued an Page 'Two)
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Pine Scale Increased
To 8712-Cent Mini-
mum in Klamath

PORTLAND, Ore.,, March 15
(MM—A wage incrense averaging
74 cents hourly was promised
tentatively todny to 27,000 pine
lumber workers in Oregon,
Waoshington, Idnho, northern Cal-
ornis and western Montlana,

The proposed increaso |s up for
declsion before the office of
price administration, which will
decide whether it would necessi-
tata yirice celling udjullmenu for
pine products.

The Increase, calling for pay-
ment In war bcnd.n and stamps
ol approximntely $2,000,000 in
back wages, wis ordered by the
West Const Lumber commission
and approved by the war labor
bonrd.

Uniform Plan Loses

Benjamin H. Kizer, commis-
slon chairman, sald a unlon de-
mand for a uniform minimum
wnge was denied, but that the
proposed Increase would estab-
lish thess reglonal scales;

An 874-cent minimum In cen-

(Continued on Page Two)

Chinese Claim
Jap Offensive
In Collapse

CHUNGKING, March 15 (P
The Chinese high command de-
clared today that the big Japan.
cse offensive which began
March 8 along & 100-mile
stretch. of the Yanglze river
from the Japancse base at Yo-
chow near the border of Hunan
and Hupeh provinces had col-
lapsed and that most of 20,000
enemy troops were under har-
assing retreat,

One body of Japanese troops
has been surrounded, a com:
munique gald, while another
column I8 being enclireled, Chin-
eso forees on the northern bank
of the Yanglze were reported to
have Inunched an “exiensive”
counter attack,

The Chinese said the collapse
of the Japanese offensive, which
had been designed to protect
the enemy's communications
along the Yangtze, had greatly
lessened the danger of another
Jopanese drive on Changsha,
which has withstood three pre-
vious atlacks.

Observers sald It was too
early to predict whether the
Jopanese would try to hold
their key points on the south
bank of the Yanglze, These
points in  Chinese possession
would expose enemy river traf-

file to the danger of mines and

Don Bigger.

Thev're Champs—And Do the Girls Like Champs!

Pretty Klamath Union high school girls are here admliring t He state basketball champs freshly back from the tournament held
in Salem ond wice versa. Back row, left to right, Al Bellotti, Jim Cox. Rex Young, Wilbur Welch, Capiain Jim Bocchl, and
Front row, Dean Hamilton, Roberta Tucker, Carol Tiller, and Baldy Foster, Plans were on foot Monday to fets
the atato title-holders with bangquets, service club appearances, stc. Full detalls of the state title game, in which the Klimaths
boat Baker, 52 to 28 Saturday night, will be found on today’s sports page,

U 5. BOMBERS HIT
NAZIS MARETH LINE

Aerial Assault Tends
To Soften Rommel
Positions

By DANIEL de LUCE
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTH AFRICA, March 15 (/)
U. S. Mitchell bombers ralded
Marshal Erwin Rommel's posi-
tions yesterday in a continuation
of the aerlal assault intended to
soften the Mareth line for the
British eighth army's coming
push although bad weather al-
most paralyzed the air war else-
where in Tunisia,

Spitfires and Warhawks of the
western desert air force escorted
the Mitchell formutions on their
missions of destruction and made
numerous sweeps Independently
without interception, military
sources said,

Rommel holds ground in a
semi-circle before Gen, Sir Ber-
nard Montgomery's forward cle-

(Contlinued on Page Two)

Snell Approves
Ten House Bills

SALEM, March 15 (F)—Gov-
ernor Earl Spell todny approved
and signed 10 house bills of the
recently-adjourned legislature.

Included were two approprin-
tions measures, two providing
deductions in income tax compu-
tations, an amendment to the ac-
eident repor! law, a measure to
permit politicnl subdivisions to
acquire and operate airports, one
providing veteran relief and an-
other setting aside racing com-

artillery fire.

mission moneys for postwar use.

By The Associnted Pross

Income taxpoyers by the un-
colinted  thousiinds — mnny of
them fiestlimers—stood In ey-
orlongthening lines throughout
the country lodoy walting (o
flle thelr returns before the mid-
night deadline.

Even greater crowds wore
avolded by the elimination for
the first Hme of tho require-
ment for notarizution of returns,
thus permitting nll who wishod
simply to, mall checks, monoy
orders or even cogh,

But many clties roported re-
cord numbers at internal reves
nue collegtion offices and post-
office money order windows
throughout the morning, Pollea
aided In handling some of the
erowily,

Despite scaltered reporla of

an “T won't pay; let 'em come
afler me” attitude, treasury of-
flelals In Washington expressed
confidence that nearly all would

pay.
Al Cleveland, whenee came
first reporls of a possible tax
sirike, Collector Frank F.
Gentsch reported that week-end
relurng wera more than twlee
the number for the flrst two
months of the year. He added
that these who had threatened
not to pay “evidently have been
Jolted out of the defiant atli-
tude nnd are beginning to real-
Ize that all these plans of ‘pay-
as-you-go' don't mean n thing
now." .
Collection offices in some cf-
ties opened branches to handle
the overflow, and at Boston
apecinlly assigned gnlemal reves

Federal Income Taxpayers Rush to
File Returns Before Midnight Tonight

nue burean men Were endeav-
oring to divert the teaffic to a
newly-opened branch in another
bullding,

Because of new high rates and
lower exemptions, many persons
were forced Lo borrow money
to. pay their taxes, and one
group—men in the 18 to 38 age
brackel — found difficulty in
most sections. Loan agencies felt
the draft made muny of them a
poor risk,

In New York the second col-
lection district at custom house
reported the office banked $40,-
000,000 this morning from yes-
terday's mall which swamped
workers, Capt. William J. Ped-
rick, the colleclor, saild he
thought another $35,000,000 to
$40,000,000 remained fto be
counted from the oneday lake,

By WES GALLAGHER

ALGIERS, March 15 (#) —
Gen, Henrl Giraud, after offer.
ing to meet Gen. Charles de
Gaulle half-way in a union that
“must be effected” among all
anti-axis Frenchmen fighting for
a rebirth of the French republie,
todsy drafted a series of decrees
repudiating the last vestiges of
Vichy influence in North and
West Africa.

In a Casablanca conference
aftermath, the civil and military
commander - in - chief also dis-
closed that he was welding a
striking force of 300,000 men
equipped with American weap-
ons and solemnly promised the
people of his conguered home-
land that “their sacred rights to

Two Army Planes
Down in M'Cloud
River Country

REDDING, Calif, March 15
(#}—Searching partics went into
the rugged McCloud river coun-
try north of here today in an
attempt to locate two large
planes—one known to be an
army craft—believed down in
the area.

Sgt. M. P. Howard of the
state highway patrol sald an
army leutenant parachuted
from one of the planes Satur-
tay after the crafl's controls
leed up on a flight from Sae-
ramento to Portland, The lieu-
tenont, who walked to Salt
Creek lodge 30 miles north of
here Saturday night, said he be-

lieved (the other five men
aboard also bailed out, The
fliers' names were not dis
closed,

Officers at McClellan fleld,
Sacramento, sald the plane took
off from the Sacramento air de-
pot at 11:82 a. m, Saturday,
landed at Red Bluff at 12:456
and resumed its flight,

Another plane was reported
missing in the same area by
MeClellan field but there were
no detatls as to the flight nor
the number of men aboard since
it wus not from the Saeramentlo
alr depot,

Share-the-Ride
Horn Tooters Get
Official Frown

PORTLAND, March 15 (&)
Share-the-ride drivers who per-
sist in tooting horns in the wee
hours and disturbing the sleep
of day workers will be arrested
for violating the anti-nolse ordi-
nance, the Portland police de-
partment announced today.

Police sald complaints have

been numerous and lusly.

Gen. Giraud Offers To
Meet De Gaulle Half-way

choose a provisional government
themselves will be fully safe-
guarded,"

Giraud did not mention De
Gaulle by name, but he implied
in & speech last night that he and
De Gaulle could work out a
form of mutual trusteeship pend-
ing the day of victory when
their freed peoples could choose
their own leaders by lot "accord-
ing:to the rules of the French
republic.”

Giraud embraced the prinel-
ples of the Atlantic charter, and
promised to abolish all Vichy
legislation — particularly the
anti~Jewish decrees, to restore
democratic functions in North
Africa Including the election of
municipal sassemblies and cén-
suls general, and to eliminate all
axis influences whether '"meas-
ures or men.”

The first formal decrees are
expected to be published within
the next few days.

“I wish with all my heart the
union of all of us," said the hero
of two world wars, "The union
must be effected, That union is
indispensable, I should like to
cooperate with all those who ac-
cept the traditional principles
(of the French republic).”

Giraud's promise to eliminate|P

“measures or men” deemed in-
jurious to the allied war effort
was interpreted by some to mean
that Gen, Jean Marle Bergeret
and Gen. Auguste Nogues, twao
members of Giraud's war com-
mittee, would be jettisoned.

These two men were nol pres.
ent at the opera house where Gi-
raud addressed a rally protest-
ing the German annexation of
Alsace and Lorraine, The fight-
ing French have pronounced
them pro-Vichy and demanded
that they be ousted.

A fighting French delegation
headed by Gen, Georges Catroux
Is expected in Algiers shorily,
and some observers believe this

(Continued on page two)

Postal Employees
Yoted Pay Raise

WASHINGTON, March 15 (%)
The house voled today to in-
crease the pay ol postal em-
ployes to meet added living
casts, The 383 to 4 volte sent the
legislation to the genale.

The increases are applicable
o all employes of the field ser-
vice and will be in effect until
six months after the war.

For all officers and employes,
oxcept fourth class-postmasters
and those working on an hourly
basis, the Increase would be $300
annually, Fourth-¢lass postmast-
orsg, third-class clerks, speclal de-
livery messengers, and workers
pald by the day or hour would
receive a fifteen per cent In-
erease, not to exceed $300 an-
nuplly. o

AMERICANS BLAST
JAPANESE SHIPPING

Growing Concentra-
tion of Jap Vessels
Noted

ALLIED ' HEADQUARTERS
IN' AUSTRALIA, March 15 (#)
Growing concentrations of Jap-
anese shipping at island bases in
the Banda sea area within 500
miles’ of Darwin, Australia,
were reported todsy as General
MacArthur's headquarters an-
nounced that allied airmen had
blasted two more ships in an
enemy convoy off Wewak, Naw
Guinea.

A communique said the Jap-
anese are massing both trans
ports and supply ships in the
Amboina (Ambon)-Dobo area
northwest of New Guinea and
declared that enemy ground
forces there are being rein-
forced. New airfields also are
being constructed in that sector
by the Japanese, the bulletin
said.

The island of Ambolna, for-
mer Duteh possession and once
the site of one of the most im-
ortant naval bases in the
Netherlands East Indies, is about
600 miles northwest of Darwin.

Dobo, southeast of Amboina,
Is about 100 miles nearer Dar-
win,

Spokesmen at allied headquar-
ters declined to comment on the
possible significance of this Jap-
anese activity, but the bare
statement in the communigue
added emphasis to recent offi-
cial warnings that the enemy
must not be under-rated in this
theater.

The Japanese, meanwhlle,
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Steel City Eyed as
Spot for Great
Offensive

By CARL C. CRANMER
Associated Press War Editor
The possession of Kharkov,
possible jumping-off place for a
third great German summer of-
fensive in a last desperate effort
to crush Russis, was in doubt to-
day as the nazis announced |ts
recapture and Russian dispatchs
€3 indicated the red army was
waging a battle ugauut great
odds to hold that bastion of the
Ukraine.

Not conceding the loss of the
big steel city which they cap-
tured February 18, or even ad-
mitting fighting within the city
itself, the Russians nevertheless
admitted today that their lines
had been progressively forced
back in the “Kharkov area" in
the face of hundreds of tanks
and overwhelmingly superior
German numbers,

“It looks as though Kharkov
is gone,” military sources In
London admitted, while the Ger-
mans in todsy's communique de-
clared their offensive, spreading
northward, had resulted in a
bloody mmpe-e of Russian couns
terattacks west of Belgorod.

““During tiie day and night red
army men of one unit repulsed
incessant Hitlerite attacks,” the
mid-day communique from Mos-
cow announced. It reported the
destruction of 14 enemy t{anks
and 600 enemy soldiers in hand-
to-hand fighting in one small

sector. “ -

Claiming a sort of vindication
for Adolf Hitler's Watfen SS5—
combat units of the nazl party's
elite guard—the, German high
command in a speclal commun~
ique last night announced the
recapture of the city held by the
Germans from October, 1841, un-
til last February and gave the
entire credit for the immediata

(Continued on Page Two)

Joe Gordon Hits
Power Line at
Local Airport

Joa Gordon, famed second
baseman of the New York Yan-
kees,  narrowly escaped Injury . |
Saturday afternoon when an
alrplane he was riding struck 'a |
power line when coming into the |
Klamath Falls airport. |

John Shaeffer of Eugens was
flying the plane, with Gordon
as passenger. The plane came .-
down on the east-west runway,
and skidded some distance, dam-
aging the propeller and landing
gear, Nelther Shaeffer nor Gor-
don were hurt.

1t s understood Gordon, part
owner of the plane, had come
here to take It to Bend for possl-
ble sale, '

Copco officials sald the line |
is a 4000-volter, and that there
hag bean discussion for several
months regarding its removal,

1

were paying a heavy price for
(Continued on Page Two)

The line was repaired Saturday
afternoon, |

Hull, Eden Warn Public

About Possible Long War

By WADE WERNER

WASHINGTON, March 15 (#)
Secretary of State Hull, after
an hour conference today with
Anthony Eden, said he was en.
tirely in accord with the Brit-
ish forecign secrelary’s warning
of last Saturday that the Amerl-
can and British public must not
reach hasty conclusions about
the duration of the war,

The conflict will be more
long-drawn-out — according to
all reagonable caleulations—than
one might expect on the basls
of a hasty judgment, Hull told
A press conference, Eden and
Lord Halifax, British ambassa-
dor, stood beside Hull as he
spoke,

Hull emphasized that the first

Eden had made a very satisfnes
lory beginning of the task ahead
of them. He invited Eden to

say something too. The Britlsh - |
leader smilingly replied that he

had really come to the state dee
partment for “a lttle instrue-

tlon" and already had learned

quite a bit. He and Hull hlil

begun their work today, he

said, and will have other talks

!ater.

As for himself, he added, he |
already felt be!ler ] ‘a o I
of . today's exchange of ¥
and looked forward hopefully. :
to further conversations.

Hull was ssked If he cared to
emphasize andy particular pol:
which he thought should 'I;t

. Sl S ——

of his geries of ‘conferences with

bumn in mind in
‘(Contloued




