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CHET LOOKS WORRIED

CHAPTER XII

A FRIGHTENING creature con-

fronted Meath. Iis torso was
waguely reminiscent of the Grand
Central Station, Apelike arms de-
pended from the shoulders and
the hands that complemented
them | cloge o tons
of the Smithfeld Ham family.
But the pleco de resistance of the
enlire assembly was the face,

It was a face that had endured
much wear and fear. Great trench-
like furrows had set up lines of
communications from the corners
of the cyes to the comers of the
mouth, The mouth Itsell was
eavernous and inhabited by sparse,
snnggly teoth,

Miss Menth, however, gazed
upon the badlands with equanims
Ity. Then her gaze traveled to the
kitchen sink wherein reposed a
bovy of empty bottles,

You blg palooka,” said Meath
sharply. "“You've been dunking
yourself again”

The unexpurgated edition of
The Angel squirmed. “Aw, Goltic.
Wot else I goita do till Sat'dy
night?"

‘ou show up plastered Satur-
day night)! said Meath portent-
ously, "and I'll strangle you with
my bare hands, I'm you,
Joe Slyneniski™

Mr, Slyneniski frowned. He was
duly proud of his surname. But
he preferred a soubriquet which,
ho felt, had been merited through
professional excellence,

¥Mp name is Joe the Cracker,”
he said, with a kind of rugged
dignity.

“Okay, Cracker,” Meath said.
*¥You don't need to dwell upon the
fact that you can open pafes.
You wouldn't'ba with me on this
job otherwise, But you get your-
self fried Saturday and . . "

The Cracker Interrupted, switeh-
ing the subject.

YGeez, Goitie," he said, an un=
holy leer on his croggy visage, “ya
sure hand me a laugh in dem
clothes, Reminds me of a teacher
wot usta loin me joggerfy in Pub-
lic School Nummer Two Hunnert
'n Twenny-Seven."

“If any teacher ever taught you
anything," Meath said mnsﬂcally
“they ought to stick her in the
Smithsonian Institution.™

"Ya don't lock much like da
Goitie Swan I see foist in da sec~
ond row of da chorus," observed
the Cracker,

Front row, you lug. But skip
it Listen, J’oe, T've got a job for

you today™
“‘Yeah!" The Cracker evinced
interest. “Wul, lead me to da fce-
house.™ Togiveh‘lr. Slyncniskd his
due, there was not a lizy joint in

his fingers.

“It l=n’t a safe thiz time,” Meath
lzaid. “You know the general lay-
jput at Wildover by now, don't you,
Cracker?"

YSoltingly,” averred Mr, Slyn-
ieniski. *I got it all In me head
twhen I was up dm da udder day
casin’ da jernt,

| “Hosses? Ya mean da ponies?”

| *Not precisely, What I mean is,
you handle a horse?™

*Kin I handle a ho=?™ The

Cracker spoke scathingly, “Why, ||

Goitie, when T wuz young an' so
Hmblwuikedternuvin I usta
Pe on a milk route)

“That's . perfect, then” eaid

Meath. “Now, Joe, gct this into |

your thick head . , /

A few minutles Tater when Miss
Gm'tru.de Swan, alins Meath, left
the dilapldated hidecut, Joe the
.Cracker was a somewhsat wiser
man. He was not, however, wise
to a certain dismond tiara. Miss
Meath had proceeded on the the-
ory that what safe-blowers do not
know will not hurt them.
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MR CHESTER SAXON sat on

a bench at the Larchville
WAirport' end surveyed the two
gentlemen before him in puzzled
fashion, Mr. Saxon was, indeed,
fall and handsome. But handsome,
Jonah Logan declded, in & super-
fclal way, The Saxon countenance
Incked characier. There was a
let's-give-up-the-ghost look about
the chin that even the deering-do
in Chet's fashing black eves could
not cump‘iele\y camoufiage,

*What you've fold me”™ Chet
sald now, *is the doplest thing I've
ever heard.”

His fone alsp Implied doubt of
Jonah as an accredited emissary,
And Jonah resented {t,

*I can't help that” he gaid,
keeplng control.  “It'a exactly
what she told me to tell you."

“Then' she must hove gone off
her rocker,” Mr, Saxon said. “Be-
cauge the whole idea s just plain
nuls. Even Malaney, here, could
see that.”

Ever since introductions, Mr.
Baxon had referred to Mahoney,
In pardonable error, as “Maloney,”

“Mahoney,” eald Mahoney now,
making the correction a frifle
fercely. “Not Maloney.”

"Okay. Mahoney." Chet grinned,
then became serlous again. “But,
af I say, even Maloney could see
the wackiness of this"

Mahaney muttered darkly, Jonah
took up the theme ngain.

“Listen he eald, “it im't for
me 1o tell you what Hildy's 1lke.
Atfter all, she's your gnl" This
cost him a pang. “That belng the
case you ought to know that she
has a strong romantle gide to her
nature. She wants her marriage to
[be memorable, Distinguished by
womething out of the ordinary.
|{And she looks upon you as a kind
lof—of , . . well, mechanlzed Loch=
linvar

""Oh, aho does?" enid Chet,
“Now ynu listen, Mr, Logan. If
1 get lhlr:. Hildy wanis me to make
n landing on the Channing place
nt midnight Saturdny. She—or
ﬁumnbndy elsr—will put out n

are for me. Then we're to {ake
off from there, fly lo Greenwich,
rout out a J. P. and get married.

nobody's supposed fo know
bout 1t ww. I ask you. Doea
t moke gense?’

No girl abaut to e married

wver makes sense,” pald Jonah

L

cntngnrinnlly.. =
LII\ SAXON bent beeling
brows upon him., *So, Mu-
Joney? But you won't be sitting
in an airplane trying to land on
a dime at midnight**
Mahoney gave him a black look,
but =ald nothing.
*Miss Channing gives me to
understand that the fleld she
speaks of s perfecily Jlevel"
Junnh said, “Ideal for a landing."
“Aaybe,” sald Chet grudgingly.
“But it's all screwball. Why don't
I just drive up to the wall in my
car nnd collect her?” |
“You forget that strong romantic
strain T mentioned," sald Jonah
wearlly, YHildy wants to be
mnatched from under her father's
nose, as it were. In a bizarre man-
ner, I take {L"

Chet got up, paced for a min-
ute.  “Oh, welll” he mid, at |
length, “it that's the way she
wants [t  She's probably letting
me in for a swell crack-up,
though.”"

Jonah eyed him disapprovingly.
Whas this the response of a groat
lover? The fellow should have
been  transported.  Instead,  his
mind seemed filled with footling
things.

“There {s one more message,”
he said coldly, “T am to inform
you that Mr, ‘Channing Is plotting
agalnst you. When you get your
commission in the Alr Corps, he
plans to have you put to work in
some — er — goch — awful  place. |
Such as Iceland.” |
Chet musped. “Why, the dirty
so-and-so. How'd you find this
oul?"

“From Hildy. Mr. Channing
made the threat direct to her
“But he couldn't get away with
{t. Do wyou think the Army stands
for outside interference?”

“T don't think anything" sald
Jonsh, ‘T'm only telling wyou.

el It's vidlculous” Neverw
theless, Chet Jooked m\rrlm!.

“you never know," Jonah sald,
juet to make him feel batter,

(To Bo Continued) ¢

On your generation rests the
suprome rosponsibility for save
ing that priceless heritage which
hns boen won for us by the sac
rifices of the generations of those
who have gone before, Letl us
not forget that that which has
been won by sacrifices cannot
be held without it.—Justice Har-
lIan F, Stone to Amherst grad.
uates.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William Ferguson
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“What's the idea of hitling me
for a handout, Homer? You
must need glasses!"
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Little Orphan Annie

By' Harold Gra_;
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