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Germans' 52-Ton Tank Severe MaulingSomber 0rasGi3 in P Ml
in 5 KNOWN DEADAssault With a

Pair of Shoes Is

Something New MANY WORKERS

Taken at Hands
Of Rommel Men

By WES GALLAGHER
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN NORTH AFRICA, Feb,

18 (AP) American armored formations withdrew today
into the mountains below Tebessa, in Algeria, after re-

ceiving a severe mauling at the hands of Marshal Erwin
Rommel's expert desert tankmen who occupied the towns
of Sbeitla, Kasserine and Feriana in a 66-mi- le advance'
since Sunday from Faid Pass in central Tunisia, . ,

Straggling United States units werte fighting their way,
back from behind the German lines to American outposts,
established in the heights east of Tebessa. Their accounts
indicated that first reports of allied losses might

down.
(Gallagher's dispatches did not say specifically wheth

er the American outposts were east or west of the Tunisia'
Algeria frontier. The, mountains there sprawl on both."
sides bf the border. Tebessa ..

mm

Newt of Tunisia tank battles
monsters, one of which was knocked out by British guns. An
Idas of what these giant tanks look like may be gained from this
picture of a nasi lank of unrevealcd tonnage shown
in tne streets of Tunis.-

BROWN FROWNS ONMajor Jap Effort to Knock
China Out Indicated; Air

Blows Hit Rising Scale
'No Strike, No Com- -'

promise," Says v

OPA Chief .

By FRANK JENKIN8
JJECAUSE It concerns OUR

boys, what happened In Tu-
nisia has temporarily pushed
everything also In the world Into
the bnckiiround of our Intorcst.

ylllS seems to be what hep- -

Rommel, caught between
Elsenhower on one sldo and
Montgomery on the othor, struck
hard at Eisenhower with one
hand while MOLDING MONT
GOMERY BACK with the other.

He followed the sound mil
ltary principle of hitting; his
enemloa ONE AT A time in
atead of waiting for thorn to hit
him BOTH AT ONCE.

IT C ' War Secretary Stlmson
(from whom tho ccn

tors conceal nothing) says today:
American forces In Central

Tunisia have suffered "serious
LOCAL setback" which "should
not be minimized but still loss
should It be exaggerated." "

In other word. It's bad,,but
not disastrously bad.

OTIMSON adds that Rommel's
13 attack on the Americans
came while the British 8th army
was being reorganized and the
British northern army wot mud- -

bound.
In other words, at the psycho

logical moment.
Ho concludes that the attack

was Intended to widen the Tu
nislan corridor (thus giving Rom
mel more elbow room to fight)
and It not the beginning of any
large-scal- e German ouonslve.

VjFEB GALLAGHER, AP
In Northern

Africa (whose dlspatchos have
been uniformly accurato), toys
the American tank formations
wore decisively defeated and lost
a considerable part of their arm
ored equipment, including now

V

' - '

hat featured new 52-to- n German

and on Babo In Dutch- - New
Guinea. '

Other -- allied planes ranged
down the New- - Guinea coast,
bombing and machine-gunnin- g

tne enemy from the Lae-Sala-

aua region to the Kumusi river.
In. ground fighting, allied

troops pushed along on the heels
of retreating Japanese forces
within a few miles of Mubo, only
12 miles below the big enemy
base, at Salamaua. ; ; 'W,.'

On the Burma 'front, BAF
raiders attacked the Japanese oh
Akyab island, on the Bay of
Bengal, bombed troop positions
at': nearby Donbaik and raked
enemy aircraft on two Inland
flying fields.: -

Linn Grand Jury
Takes 'Lower 73'

Murder Case
ALBANY, Ore., Feb. 18 (fP

The Linn county, Ore., grand
jury convened today and - im-

mediately began consideration
of the first degree murder
charge against Robert E. Lee
Folkes, 20, Los Angeles, diningcar cook accused of the "lower
13 slayirig" of Mrs. Richard F.
James.
- Among nine witnesses sub-

poenaed to appear today was
Ensign James, husband of the

Virginia girl who
was slashed to death aboard a
limited train as she was in her
berth, lower 13, early in the
morning of last January 23.
James was granted leave from
the navy to appear..

The other witnesses included
state policemen, Southern Pa-
cific investigators and train
crew members, and Harold R.
Wilson, .marine corps , private
who was in the upper 13 and
leaped, down to the aid of the
dying woman.

Folkes was arrested in Los
Angeles when the train reached
that city. According to Dis-
trict Attorney Harlow Weinrick
he made a verbal confession.

Folkes has retained LeRov
Lomax, Portland attorney.

AS RUSS DRIVE

DEEP IN WEST

Nazis Retreating From
Rostov Menaced by

Advance

By EDDIE OILMORE
MOSCOW, Feb. 18 (l" The

red army is smashing westward
and widening Its wedges In the
Kharkov and Kursk regions at
the northern end of tho active
Russian-Germa- battlcfront, and
its columns have pierced deeper
into Donets basin territory. In
drives threatening the Germans
retreating from Rostov, the Rus-
sians announced today.

Some of the actions were de-

scribed at cleaning out the rem-
nants of German strongholds
left In the rear of soviet trdbps
which had .swept around them
for spectacular gains,

NatU Admit It
(Tho Germans admitted today

the fall of Kharkov, which the
Russians announced two days

'ago. -
CTThe city - of; Kharkov was

evacuated by our troops after
systematic destruction of Its Im-

portant Installations," the high
command's communique said.

(Continued on Pago Two)

Algoma to Start
Mill Operation
On Friday

Algoma Lumber company will
start lta mill operation on Fri-

day, running three shifts, It was
announced by Freeman Schultz,
manager:

The mill will begin cutting
18,000,000 feet of logs, most of
which are now in the pond. It
shut down on January 8 when
the pond froze.

The box factory will not be
operated because the equipment
has been sold.,

Algoma does not plan to run
Its logging operations this year,
except for the removal of sev
eral million feet of logs decked
In the Yawkey tract near Fort
Klamath.. The logging equip-
ment is being overhauled.

Schultz made no announce-
ment of plans for operation be-

yond the cutting of the 18,000,-00- 0

feet of logs now on hand,
It will toko about three months
to cut theso logs. The company
Is in its 32nd year at Algoma.

NEW YORK, Feb. 18 (JPj
Prentiss M. Brown said todaythat the office of price admlnis- -
tration,- which he heads,' "cannot

accede to the demands In
the bituminous coal situation."

strike and
there must be no compromise," ;

Brown said in one- of his first
public addresses since becoming
head of the office of price ad-
ministration. , He spoke- before
the .Technical Association of the .

Pulp and-Pape- Industry, at th
Hotel Commodore. -

Brown said he was satisfied
"the American-peopl- will back
the chief'' in administration ef--
forts to combat inflation.

Brown said also that the two
bills now being considered by
congress, which would change
the method of calculating patity
payments to farmers, "together
vould just about wreck the
price control law."

Appearing without her shoes
Etta May Chocktoot was ar
raigned in Justice court Wednes
day and charged with assault
with a dangerous weapon.

The weapon In this case Is a
pair of hlgh-hcclc- d shoes.

When city police found Mrs,
Chocktoot kicking Pauline Rid-
dle in a scuffle in the city jail,
they removed her shoes and
hose, and are holding them for
evidence. Pauline Riddle has
been released from the Agency
hospital,

Mrs. Chocktoot' family re
ported her war ration stamp 17
missing, and were unable to get
a pair of shoes. She has ap
peared in both city and justice
courts sans lootwear.

Officers Disbel ieve

Story That Wife,
Wounded J. P.

The Bly gunplay in' which
Mrs. Erma Titus, SO, was slain.
was followed Thursday by the
filing of a first degree murder
cnarge against her husband.
Justice bf the Peace W. E. Titus
of Bly.

Charges against the Bly Justice
are based on the state s conten.
tlon that the three thotgun
wounds from which he Is suf
fering were Inflicted by himself
after he fired the charge that
Killed Mrs. Titus.

In Hospital
Titus told officers after the

shooting that Mrs. Titus shot
and wounded him, and that he
got the gun away from her and
fired the charge at her.

Titus is in the Klamath Valley
hospital,' where physicians said
ho Is in a dangerous condition
but may recover. The three
shotgun wounds are In his left
side.

The Bly Justice has retained
Attorney J. C. O'Neill, it was
learned.

The Monday morning shooting
followed a night of quarrels be-

tween the Bly justice and his
wife, Sheriff Lloyd L. Low stated
after an investigation.

At 0:20 a. m. Monday Titus
called Low. on the telephone
from Bly. The sheriff said Titus
told him to get the coroner and
come to Bly, Indicating he would

(Continued on Pago Two)

Canned Meat
sterilized by heat are not affect-
ed. Neither are such combina-
tion items as pork and beans and
chowders. But the general run
of common canned meats and
fish came under the order.
Wholesale as well as retail sales
were frozen, although whole-
salers can buy to keep canners'
stocks from

Tho army, navy, marine corps
and coast guard, along with the
food distribution andaland-lcas- e

administrations and"othcr desig-
nated persons or government"
war agencies are exempt from
tile order, '

Tho sales prohibition pre-
ceded by thr-- i days the pre-
viously announced eight-da- y

freeze on gcneVal canned goods
which are to be rationed begin-
ning March 1.

Ironically, the new freeze or
der followed by a few hours an
OPA announcement that an in
crease in the price of Atlantic
and gulf coast canned oysters,
would bo permitted effective
February 23. The move will
mean a cost of about 10 cents
more a can to consumers but the
cans will contain about' 80 per
cont more oysters under new
packing rules, QiPA (aid,

ARETRAfPED

Big Plane Explodes;
Fire Believed Un-

der Control

SEATTLE, Feb. 18 (P) At
Wait 13 parsons war report-
ed killed, among them Ed-

mund T. Allan, famed test pi-

lot, whan a heavy d

bomber crashed and ex-

ploded atop the Fry Packing
company's plant la the city's
south end at 12:30 p. m. today.
The plane carried 11 occu-

pants, the coroner's office said,
and none escaped.

SEATTLE, Feb. 18 ffl Five
persons were known dead,' in
eluding four men whose para
chutes failed to open, when a
heavy d bomber
crashed atop the Frye company
packing plant In the city's south
end at 12:30 p. m. today, setting
the plant afire. -

.An undetermined number, of
plant employes were trapped in
the flaming structure. The plane
exploded when it hit the build
ing.

No Estimate
Ten persons, critically burned,

were admitted to one hospital
within an hour after the crash,
One was Emil Mutti, a casing
maker.

Officials at the scene would
not attempt to estimate the num
ber of dead or dying in' the
plant,

20 Unaccounted For
Two of the planes victims

were tentatively identified by
the aid of names on their para
chutes as Harry W. Ralston and
a Mr. Werscbe (no initials).

An official of the comDanv
said at 2 p. m. that about 20 of
the 'plant's employes were un- -

(Continued on Page Two)

Leonard Krueger
Wounded in

Action in Africa
George H. Krueger, millwright

at Ewauna Box company, re
ceived word this week from the
war department advising him
that his son, Leonard W. Krue-
ger, 22, has been seriously
wounded In action somewhere
in Northwest Africa.

Details would be forwarded
as soon, as possible, the father
was told.

Young Krueger, former Ash
land and Klamath resident, was
inducted April 4, 1942. He re
ceived his training in the 19th
Engineers headquarters and serv-
ice department at Fort Leonard
wood, S. D. Ho was sent over
seas June 17, 1942, going first
to Ireland and then to Africa.

A sister, Mrs. Fred Kelley,
resides at 2S67 Kane street. Tho
youth's mother lives in Ashland,
due to 111 health. Three sisters
and three brothers also reside in
Ashland. An uncle of the boy
Is W. E. Krueger, manager of
Ejnjl's South Sixth street store.

AFL Lumber Workers
PJan Wage Parley
Soon in Seattle

PORTLAND, Ore., Feb. 18 (If)
The AFL northwestern council
of lumber and sawmill workers
plans a wage parley In Seattle,
possibly next week, Secretary
Kenneth M, Davis said today.

The union recently announced
it would seek an hourly wage
boost from 00 cents to $1.08 and
a $1.00 day bonus.

Demands of the CIO Inter
national Woodworkers of Amer-
ica will be announced following
an Industry-wid- e conference
here Saturday and Sunday, Sec-

retary E, E. Benedict said.

w General Sherman medium tanks

itself is 12 miles within Al
geria.

The axis troops bad wrested
4000 square miles of territory
from U. S.i armored forces in
four days and sent their van
guards almost to the border of
Algeria.

(Tebessa is about 12 miles In-

side Algeria from the Tunisian
frontier, and is the next com-
munications center after with-
drawal from the three towns
along the Tunisian frontier.)

British On War
In their first all-ou- t armored

battle of this war against the
Germans, forward field reports
indicated, American tank forma-
tions have suffered a decisive
defeat which, observers here
likened to that received by the
British eiehth army at Ain el
Gazala, , west of Tobruk, last
summer, when Rommel began his
advance Into Egypt. -

The final result did not-a-

pear likely , to be as serious as
the Libyan battle last summer,
however, because the British
first army in the north and, the
advancing British eighth army
in the south both menaced Rom-
mel on his flank. -

. ,

Equipment Takan
Field reports indicated that

the Germans had captured : a
considerable portion of the
American armored equipment,
including new medium General
Sherman tanks. . ,

It was not known how much
of this equipment Rommel would
be able to repair and use or how
great his own losses were, but it
was strongly indicated that the
German attack had succeeded in
destroying American ; armored
strength to the point where any
advance by a successful counter-
attack in the near future was un-

likely.
The general feeling by observ-

ers at headquarters was that
Rommel may have gone as far
as he wants to at this stage, how-
ever.
' But he appeared comparative-

ly free to turn his attention
southward where a Cairo com-

munique announced today that
the eighth army of Gen. Sir Ber-
nard L. Montgomery had reach-
ed the Mareth line at both Med-enin- e

and at Foum Tatahouine
after a dash in two days.

The rapid movement of the
German armored divisions which
drove out of Faid pass in cen
tral Tunisia Sunday had car
ried them to within 12 miles
of the Algerian border at Feri-
ana and to within 18 miles of
Kasserine.

Japanese a r e an intransigent
people.

"Let us not forget that dur-

ing the first
years of total aggression China
has borne Japan's sadistic fury
unaided and alone."

After addressing the- house,
she told the senate, clenching
her small right hand, that the
four freedoms proclaimed by
President Roosevelt are "a gong
of freedom to the United Na-
tions and death-knel- l to their
aggressors.'

Among the spectators was
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, her
black coat set off with a large
silver fox" fur.

Mme. Chiang declared the
American and Chinese people
have an identity of cause, and
fundamentally are fighting for
tne same things,

"I believe our people are

Br The Associated Press ' .
Indications that the new Jap

anese offensive in central China
was the initial, step in. a major
effort to knock the Chinese out
of the war were raised today by
a Tokyo broadcast which de-
clared .the aim of the Japanese
military now was "to take all.
conceivable measures to crush
Chungking, resistance."

y The Japanese for. two. .days
have been attacking heavily in
'the'ddle Yangtze valley and
with Uesi power in northern
Hunan 'province

' and around
Nanchang. . . ; ', .

With allied warplanes blasting
at the Mikado's invasion armies
on a rising-scal- e from Burma to
the South Seas, imperial Tokyo
headquarters asserted today
without confirmation elsewhere

that Japanese forces had shot
down 73 planes in. the Pacific
battle theater during a y

period ending February 15.:
The Japanese admitted the

loss of only two planes.', o

Official United. States figures
listed 63 Japanese planes

in the Solomon islands
alone from January 29 through
February 15, with a loss of only
22 American planes,
' While the Japanese thus dis-

played their anxiety over mount-- ,
ing allied strength in the skies,
Amorican heavy, bombers and
Australian long-rang- e fighters
delivered violent new attacks on
the enemy in New Guinea and
New Britain,

U. S. Flying Fortresses and
Liberators dropped quarter-ton

bombs on Japanese bases at Gas-ma- ta

and Ubill, New Britain,

Draft Deferment
For Family Men
Over First Hurdle

WASHINGTON, Fein lfc. (it)
By a 25 to 2 vote, the house
military affairs committee ap-
proved today the .Kllday bill to
give men with children draft
deferment priority and to put
selective service draft quotas on
a state wide instead of a local
board basis.

Representatives Andrews (R- -

N.Y.) and Sheridan .) were
listed as having voted against
the action.

The committee wrote into the
bill an amendment by Repre-
sentative 'Elston to
make clear that men shall not
be inducted by occupational
groups. The purpose of the
amendment, Elston said, was to
prevent tho carrying out of a
war manpower commission pro-
posal to draft men In

work regardless of de-

pendency. .

''" LII B l.wiun duuij
Added to Portland
Air Base Fleet

PORTLAND, Feb. 18 UP)
The Portland army air base's
fleet of three rescue boats was
augmented today by new 42-fo-

"crash" boat, the -

The new craft is powered by
two motors and
is equipped with stretchers,
first aid and salvage equipment
for handling plane crashes in
the Columbia river.'

Fido the Pup Can Laugh

o

Thousands More .

Made Eligible
For "C" Books .

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 V-- .
The office of price administra-
tion today made thousands of
additional motorists eligible for
"C" book gasoline rations.

"C" books formerly could be
issued only to drivers on a pre--
ferred list, such . as physicians
and essential war workers.

Today's order provided that, .

under certain, circumstances,
persons who. could not get
enough gas on a "B". book to
drive to and from work could
get "C" books, regardless of oc-
cupation. Applications, however,
must be approved not only by
local ration boards but also by
district OPA offices.

The applicant must prove that
his driving is in connection with
his work, including driving to
and from work, that he pools
his car with others and- that no
reasonably adequate alternative
means of transportation is avail-
able. '

Haider, Described ,

As "No Nazi," to
Head German Army

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 18 .(P)
Gen. Franz Haider has been re-
stored to the position of" chief
of the German army general
staff, displacing General Kurt
Zeitler, who had succeeded him
last fall, the newspaper Afton-blad-

said today.
It said that the difference in

operations of the general staff
under the new command waa
"as big as If one had turned a
switch."

Haider was described as no
nazl, hut an officer who could
forget personal prestige at a
moment when the reich was
threatened. '

(The dispatch did not' report
the new assignment of Zeitler,
a "political general"
who is a personal friend of
Gestapo Chief Heinrich Himrn- -

Wipe Japanese Out Now,
Mme. Chiang Warns U. S.

He says these losses of equip-
ment have apparently been
severe enough to make a success'
ful American counter-attac- k In
tho near future unlikely, '
THE dispatches mention again
A

today that our forces suffered
decisive defeat at the hands

of tho BIG NEW GERMAN
MARK VI.TANKS.

We're making big new tanks
as well as the Germans. But
tho Gormans got tliolrs thera in
tlmo and we dldn t,

A MERJCAN tanks hnvo to be
f taken to Africa IN SHIPS.

That lends Interest to a house
nuvnl report on
American shipbuilding made
public In Washington today.
Among other findings, the re
port says:

"Man-hour- s lost (In U. S. ship-
yards) because of ABSENTEE
ISM (meaning failure to show
up on tho job) totaled 12,700,000
in December alono."

TWELVE million man-hour- s
A (In ONE month) Is tho equiv-
alent of a million and a half
men working one day.

In the courso of a year, that
,,, (Continued on Pago Two)

Goebbels Tells
''Unvarnished Truth"

NEW VORK, Fob. 18
Minister Poul

Joseph Goebbels told the Ger-
man people today that he had
to tall them "the unvarnished
truth" regarding Germany's sit-
uation on the eastorn front, said

Berlin broadcast recorded by
the Associated Press.

f "It Is not the moment for ask-

ing questions how it happened,"
Goebbels said in a speech de-
scribed by the Berlin radio as
important. "There is no tlmo
for usalcss discussions, We must
act, and this immediately and
thoroughly."

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 UP)
Mme. Chiang Kai-She- k today
told the house of representatives

He Gets the
WASHINGTON. Feb. 18 (P

The once bountiful sardine be-
came a thing unattainable today

along with all other canned
flah and meats and Fldo the
pup could lord It over his master.

Except for dog and other pet
foods, public sale of these pro-
ducts was Indefinitely halted by
an office of price administration
order. The pets got the break
because their menu Is mostly

and cereals, OPA
officials said,

But otherwise, tho canned
meat and fish sales ban probably
will stand until' meat rationing
Is expected to begin late In
March. .

Residents of the nation's north
ern boundary looked to Canada
for some border business, since
a prices board spokesman said
in Ottawa there was no Hkolt- -

hood of similar action there.
The order, which went into ef

fect at midnight last night,
came at thp request of Agricul-
ture Secretary and Food Admin-
istrator. ' Wlckard, OPA said.
adding that recent heavy pur-
chases threatened the nation's
supply.

Products sold in frozen form
and canned goods not settled or

that it is contrary to the inter-
ests of the United Nations "to
allow Japan to continue, not
only as a vita potential threat
but as a waiting sword of Da-

mocles, ready to descend at a
moment's notice."

Speaking in the crowded
house chamber the American-educate- d

wife of the . Chinese
generalissimo declared:

"Let us not forget that Japan
In her occupied areas today has
greater resources at her com-

mand than Germany.
"Let us not forget that the

longer Japan is left in undisput-
ed possession of these resources,
the stronger she must become.
Each passing day takes more toll
in lives of both Americans and
Chinese.

"Let us not forget, that the (Continued on Page Two) ler), -


