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CHAPTER IX
$WELL " began Hildy, "when I
back to the maze, father
Wi ﬂ.lll‘l|l'l!l.’ And the first thing
ho did was accuso me of—aof fras
ternizing with {tinerant photog-
raphery."

"He did, eh?" exclalmed Jonah
wrathfully, "Nobody can call me
ftinerant.”

"Don't take your eye off the
ball, Jonah. Father went on to
gay that he was very displeased
with me. Of course, thal wasn't
news."

“Go on," sald Jonah,

#Well, one thing led o another
and we had a beautiful fight, And,
Jonnh, my father showed himsell
in his true colors. He's a mon-
ster,”

"You don't say."

“I do so, Listen! Father sald
that he wna simply wailing for
Chet to be accepted in the Air
Corps. Then he's going to use his
{nfluence to have Chet siationed
in Teeland or Mongolia or some
other gosh-awful place. And the
torrible part is, father really does
have Infiuence, He's this way with
a lot of the brass hats and Mr.
B[ﬂ’."

For the second time that day
Jonnh Logan felt a feeling akin to
Jove far Henry L. Channing. But
he said cautiously, "I appreciate
that Saxon won't be much good to
you rocketing around in Iceland.
What can I do about if, though?”

“Why, tell Chet, of course. He
must ba warned. Probably he can
do something to offset father's
scheming."

“Okay,” =aid Jonah. “ITl fell
him."

“Thanks a million, Jonah.
You're a dear. Now I've got to
get back. I sneaked out and
they’ll miss me."”

“Do you mean you walked all
the way over here?” asked Jonah
suddenly,

I had to. Father has im-
pounded my car. At least, he gave
my ﬁm to the scrap rubber cam-
pai

"Unbellm'a‘ble. said Jona h.

Hildy hesitated. “I uushh't to.
But . . . well, just a peep.”

Jonah raised his voice. “Turn
off that skullduggery, Mahoney.
A lady is present

There was & loud, regretful sigh
from within the house. The living
room lights went up,

Hildy =at on the arm of a chair
and glanced doubifully at the Ter-
rible Eye. “All right, Jonah.
Start the show.”

Jonah snapped off the overhead
l.{;hb and fiddled with mechan-

Presently 2 blank oblong
mra.ng up on the movie screen.
He twisted the dinl carefully. A
few minutes passed. Then Jonah
spoke.

*You wanted to see the Declara-
tion of Independence,” he said.
MWell, 1har she blows."”

. '
HILDY ‘gasped. A plcture had
come onto the screen. It was
a view of a large high-ceilinged
room. The room was filled with
men in queer costumes. Men in
powdered wigs and knee-britches,
who crowded around a fable, evi-
‘dently shouling and quile obvi-
ously gesticulating,

For a few minutes Hildy
walched, in enthralled silence.
Then she turned away, sald slow-
ly, “Listen, Jonahl Flease don't
get sore, but it could be a fake,
you know. This might be just a
movle film you've gotten hold of
somewhere. And this gadgel”—
she tapped the Terrible Eye—
“might be some weird kind of
projector.”

Jonah sighed. “Always," he
gaid, “genius has had to combal
R ber how they

kicked Columbus around? I sip-
pose you'd believe it's on the up-
and-up if T showed you something
that happened on your estato—
say, yesterdny,”

Well,” Hﬂt!y gald, "ihat would
be more convineing.”

Without a word Jonah worked
the dinl again. The Declaration
of Independence went back into
limbo. For a short interval the
movie screen was a mass of blurs,
Then, very suddenly, a much
clearer picture began to appear
on it

"“Jonah," sald Hildy, in a con-

teile tone, “I take I back, Your !

machine's wonderful, That's our
own summerhouse. And the lily
pond,"

A figure had suddenly male-
rinlized in the backgrotind and
was walking, purposefully, toward
the summerhouse. Tis  costume
was mannish, but it was definitely
nol a man,

“Why, it's Meath,” Hildy said,
surprised. “That new secretary of
father's, Skulking about the
grounds as usual."

They walched ny, on the sereen,
Miss Meath reached the summer-
house, They saw her glance fur-
tively around her, Then, all st
onee, she pul one hand to her
mouth,

“Removing her bridgework, no
doubt," suggested Jonnh.

"No," Hildy sald suddenly, "She

Jnnnh 1 think ahen whistling.
Mruunh hor fingers.”

Near the summerhouse was a
large clump of rhododendrons,
And from this cover there
emerged suddenly, llke a gro-
tesque number In  djinng,  the
ftoughest = looking character that
either Jonah or Hildy had ever
seen,

“

.- & @

T on earth sald Hildy,
in & hushed volee, “ls that?"
Y1t looks," Jonnh sald judiclally,
“like the seven deadly gins all

compressed into one puss.”
“But why would Meath be
muIInF such a—a ﬂms at our

Ay don‘t Imlm." sald Jonah, "It's
food for: thoushL”

Hildy was quiet a moment. On
the fereen Meath and the gorilla-
like individual seemed to be in
ecarnest converse. Meath was do-
ing the talking, with the gorilla
on the receiving end. While he
listened, he fanned himself lan-
guidly with & gray felt fedora,
Onee, he spal in practiced fashion.
The removal of the fedora re-
vealed a round close-cropped head,

“Jonah," snid MHildy medita-
tively, “I'm not going o =y &
word about this. But 1I'm going to
do n little spying on friend Meath,
for a change."

Just then the figures on the
gercen moved. They walked off,
still in decp conversation, and
were lost behind the rhodiden~
drons,

“I'll fith around and see if we
ean get 'em again, said Jonah,
reaching for the Terrible Eye.
gestion. “I rveally con't wail. |

“No" Hildy yetoed this sug-
You'd better take me home

A glamorous night. A glamoer-
ous girl. Mr. Jonah Logan never
drove more slowly.

“Jonah," Hildy =ald slowly, “I
—1 think wyou're a swell guy, 1
really like you awfully, Jonah.
1t it weren't for Chet, 1.,

She didn't finish it. But, ail at
once, she raised herself on tiptoe.
Lips, soft and warm, brished
Jopal's. Then she was gone,

Mr. Logan experienced a mo-
ment of sheer ecstasy, He cut a
kind of dignified caper and
bou.ndod into the eavesdropping

"Ha" he said. addressing the
Ford, “Ho! Did you ever hear,
you mug, that while there's life,
there's hope?” l

(To Be Continued)

Remoember this, every time
our armies occupy  additional
territory it menans we must
mike new adjustments and sac-
rifices in order lo strelch our
foosd  supply to help feed the
people who have been starving
under axis rule. Thus cach ad-
justment vou are asked to make
is one more milepost on the
road to wictory. — Agricullure
Secretary Claude Wickard,
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