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glasses and highball tumblers
would not matter, They would be
washed clean very quickly after
they were used. And, of course,
the fingerprints of Henry Prentiss
would appear normally about a
house which he visited so fre-
quently.

(To Be Concluded)
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CHAPTER XXVII '

THE preparations for Vaughsn
first appearance at

Stone House were somewhat com-

plex.
Henry Prentiss had to be In-

jured, and lor two reasons. First,
to avoid playing in the game. Had
I played, people would have
Wanted to discuss the game with
m at Cynthia's party, to chide
me for missing a shot or con-

gratulate me for making one. In
such a case, several people at least
would have had their attention
drawn directly to the fact that 1

was not there. Not playing, ii
they missed me at all they would
probably assume that I was oil
taking treatment from my doctor.

As it was, only Cynthia could
be positive of my absence. And
my excuse to her was deliberately
an annoying one. She was fond o(
me. She would not be likely to
point cut to our friends that I
was not there that I had gone to

keep a rendezvous with another
woman.

10 C1NTS iiiys

be up for Vaughan Dunbar, fugi-
tive, and attention drawn awuy
from Gull Point itself. Two or
three days in which it must nat-

urally be assumed that Uie fleeing
man, impostor or not, had ample
time to get away and put many
miles between himself and the
scene of his actions.

The telephone calls I had made
to the United Press, tho British
Embassy and the others were sim-

ply to servo this end of delay in
tracing Vaughan Dunbar. I had
called those places, asked to
speak to an unlikely name, and
hung up. But the record of the
calls at tho hotel's switchboard
meant that they must be tediously
followed up.

The fingerprints were useful to
the same purpose. They would
have to be checked at many
places, the while Vaughan Dunbar
was, presumably, running hard.
The apparatus I had contrived for
making them was a product of my
long preparatory labors in Cali-
fornia.

In one of my practice roles
there that of an artistic but
rather amusing freak I had taken
paraffin casts of the hands of sev-

eral motion picture actors. From
these casts, it had not been difll-icu- lt

to mold their fingerprints in
ithin, transparent rubber,
i Naturally, I did not wear the
'finger stalls when I called at Stone
House save for that last time
when I left my prints on the pistol.
J used them in my hotel room and
a noticeable bruise? Suppose my
on the car, being careful to leave
perfect impressions.

When I did not wear them, I
.took care to leave no prints where
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the disguise. Everybody knew that
Henry Prentiss had an injured
hand and the bandages which
covered that simulated hurt were
put on as conspicuously as pos-

sible. The very absence of them,
In the person of Vaughan Dunbar,
would add to the conviction of his
character.

That first night, tho grand en
trance of Vaughan Dunbar upon
the scene, was the real test, ol
course. But a failure at that time
would not have been disastrous.
If I had detected the slightest sus-

picion of my masquerade, the
faintest glance of puzzlement in
any face, I would simply have
dropped the disguise forthwith,
and laughed merrily at the pre-
mature discovery of my practical
joke.

The same escape from the situa-
tion was always available, of
course right down to the last,
critical Instant

The minor mechanics of tele-

phone calls, messages and the rest
were simple enough to arrange.

I had three bad moments during
the 'Whole time of Vaughan Dun-
bar's existence. The first came on
my second visit to Stone House
that time when I had to exert
every morsel of my ingenuity to
talk about Swedish mines. You
will recall that Norman Tinker
(or: Colonel Merriwether, if you
prefer) began the after-dinn- er

conversation with the remark that
I reminded him of someone he
had known, and asked me whether
my ldnfolk had ever visited Cali
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a serious man of the 'world. She
was about to fall in love with a
creature who did not even exist

For : a brief moment, I was
tempted to abandon the whole
plan, and to take Henry Prentiss
and Vaughan Dunbar forthwith
out of Cynthia's life. Then the
memorjrof that day in the wilder-
ness floated back to me, and flood-
ed all my mind, and stilled my
instant of weakness.
. Again, I was distressed on the
day of the climax itself. I felt it
necessary to appear at Stone
(House at lunch time. Among other
reasons, I wished to satisfy my-
self, one last time, that the iden-
tity of Vaughan Dunbar was fully
laccepted.

But, despite the care which I
(had used in forwarding the tele-Igra-m

to myself, so that I would
be able to leave before the meal
itself, it was not until I was actu-
ally in the library that I realized
I had made a mistake.'I had dared, for the first time,
lo appear as Vaughan Dunbar in
full daylight. Certainly, that ap-
pearance was In the shadowed
library. But outside the library,
where my car stood, there was
brilliant sunshine. Suddenly, after
Ishowing Cynthia and Mitchell
prace the telegram, I realized that
Ihey would follow me out to the
car if I let them,
i The risk was too great. So I
aimply burst from them without
ceremony, and virtually ran to
itako myself pway.

WAITINGOPtNlNd.OF COURSE.
Answer to Previous Puzzle mag18 Mantle. ."!

19 Rough lava. ' UNTIL OUR OWM TRUCK
. GETS ACR05S,

THE OWErZ6'E$CArVA!hJy
MA NOT 86 Z$4C
EXClTW6,SERflEAHTj tSamSMMii 't't'BUT ITS IMfORTANT. fcw5FlR'- - VAmJ"
FIRST, LETS REMfllE (rSM

22 Small house.
23 Scandinavian

I JIOIHjN B pTT CKEbL.
p U Rig SE E N Yhf A B .

Hd M Etc T AIsIt E MT I E S

AjSP ' ; A R mTTQNIE '.. L AP
TTtTTeR A NfOP A

ET" JEEP "N DIP. Y N
A R W. 4DE

OTEIlis
I J. I steal

M P 5U N iV SUB tfjJT E fc
PIT L SSMUSES;;PEER
Toy E S M A R iVME A T

Trepubl i cIaInis

region. " '
26 Helmet

(Roman),
28 Sleighs.
31 Sailor.
33 Indonesian

Mindanao,
36 Overlord.
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9 Hang.
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form).
21 Put on.
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tent.
24 Jujube.
25 Lira (abbr.).
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52 Editor (abbr.)
56 Attempted (prefix). 53 Clock face.
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60 Dutch city 10 Edge. 57 Lady Literate
61 Bondman. 11 On the lee. ' ' in Arts
62 Sacred song. 12 Little ball of (abbr.).
63 Existed. food. 59 Type meaiu.e.

property.
32 Dish.
34 High in pitch

(music).
35 Permit.
36 Current.
39 Aphorism.
42 Area measure. 64 Grows pallid. 13 Esculent 61 Spain (abbr.).
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T MAY be forgiven, I believe, a
..certain measure of excitement

on that day of days. And that
excitement came very near to
Ruining the scheme entire, 1 had
Ito play in the polo game, though
tertainiy I did not want to. Merely
Jo tuko my mind off tho critical
uiours that lay ahead, I played to
(the hill for those first three
jchukkurs and hardly heard at all
jthe admonitions of Cynthia,
j . But while we sat in the station
wagon, an utterly terrifying truth
tame to me through her words.
Suppose I should get hurt? Sup-
pose even the most commonplace
pccldent might happen: a wildly
swung mallet hitting me In the
(ace and making a cut, or even
a noticeable bruise? Suppose my
horse should go down, and I
might suffer a genuine sprain, or
break! The wounds of Henry

rentiss would not fit well upon
the person of Vaughan Dunbarl
'.I was seized with fright as the

realization of my awful mistake
came over me. And thereafter, as
you have seen, I avoided the
slightest chance of a mishap.

'It will be obvious that on this
day of crisis I had quit the hotel
In New York for good,
'The background of Vaughan

Dunbar there was filled in to tho
extent which I thought necessary.
1 knew that his imposture would
be discovered sooner or later, and
pat made no difference to me
Iwhatever,

I only needed the delay of two
or three days two or three days
in whicB the hUii .and py. would
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