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HOW IT WAS DONE

CHAPTER XXVII
THE preparations for Vaughan
o Dunbar's first appearance at
Stone House were somewhat com-
plex.

Henry Prentlss had to be In-
jured, and for two reasons. First,
to avoid playing in the game. Haod
1 played, people would have
wanted to discuss the game with
me at Cynthin's party, to chide
me for mising a shot or con-
grafulate me for making one, In
such n case, several people at lenst
would bave had thelr attention
drawn directly to the fact that 1
was not there. Not playing, if
they missed me at all they would
probably assume that I was off
taking treatment from my doctor,

As it was, only Cynthia could
be positive of my absence. And
my excise to her was deliberately
an annoying one. She was fond of
me, She would not be likely to
polnt out to our friends that I
was not there—that I had gone to
keep a rendezvous with another
woman,

The second reason? An ald to
the disguise. Everybody knew thal

-
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rible. The very absence of them,
in the person of Vaughan Dunbar,

would add to the conviction of his |

character.

_That first night, the grand en: |
trance of Vaughan Dunbar upon |

the scene, wis the real test, of
colirse. But n failure at that time
would not hove been disasirous.

1F T had detected the slightest sis- |

picion of my masquerade, the

joke.
The same escape from the situa-
Hion was always available, of

The minor mechanics of tele-
phone cdlls, messages and the rest
were simple enough to arrange.

' I'had three bad moments during
the whole time of Vaughan Dun~
bar's existence, The first came on
my second visit to Stone House—
thnt time when I had to exert
every morsel of my ingenuity to
talk about Swedith mines, You
will recall that Norman Tinker
(or Colonel Merriwether, if you
prefer) began the after-dinner
conversation with the remark that
I reminded him of someone he
had known, and asked me whether
my kinfolk had ever visited Cali-
fornia, Of course he was not re-
membering California, though he

ught he was, He was remem-
bering Henry Prentiss.

The second anxious moment

during the talk which Cyn-

ja and I had beside the pool.

) my immense astonishment I MEN MAKE 9
paw that, driven by the vacancy THOMAS CHAQCENDALE, [ : COME ON !
ind lack of meaning in her daily ANTON/O STRAL/VARY, | —_— 1 l'vE ONLY Gor
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. Again, T was distressed on the
{day of the climax itself. I felt it

House at lunch time. Among other
eayons, I wished to satisfy my-
1f, ope last time, that the iden-
ity of Vaughan Dunbar was fully

Be up for Vaughan Dunbar, fugi-
tive, und altention drawn away
from Gull Polnt itself, Two or
three days In which it must nat-
nrally be assumed that the fleeing
man, impostor or not, had ample
time to get away and put many
miles between himsell and the
goene of his actions,

The telephone enlls T had made
to the United Press, the British
Embassy ind the others were sim=
ply to serve this end of delny in
tracing Vaughan Dunbar, 1 had
called  those places, asked o
speak fo an unlikely name, and
hung up. But the record of the
calls at the hotel's switchboard
meant that they must be tediously
followed up.

The fingerprints were usceful to
the same purpese, They would
have to be checked at many
places, the while Vaughan Dunbar
wansg, presumably, running hard.
The apparatus I had contrived for
maoking them was a product of my
long preparatory labors in Cali-
fornia,

In one of my practice roles
there—that of an  artistic but
rather amusing freak—I had taken
paraffin casts of the hands of sev= |

Naturally, I did not wear the
fingar stalls when I ealled at Stone
House—zave for that last time
when I left my prints on the pistol. |
I uzed them in my hotel room and
a noticeable bruize? Suppose my
on the car, being careful to leave
perfect impressions.

When T did not wear them, I

Ahey might be preserved. Cocklall
glagses  and  highball  tumblers
would not matter. They would be
mwashed clean very quickly aftor
they wore used. And. of course,
the fingerprints of Henry Prentisa
would appear nortally about a
house which he wvisited so fre-
quently,

(To Be Concluded)

Always read the clussified nds.

10 CENTS BUYS
FIVE CARTRIDGES

Five cartridges might save
the lives of five Americans—

~—DNMight shorten this war
by five Japs or five Huns,

I urge you to let me turn
your discarded things into
War Stamps to buy cart-
ridges to help win this war.

Phone me at 3124 and I'll
turn YOUR unused things
into cartridges!

Herald & News
Want-Ads
Get Results
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might suffer a genuine sprain, or
\ break! The wounds of Henry
. rentiss would not fit well upon
F ' tie person of Vaughan Dunbar!
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