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CHAPTER XXIV

D‘E‘RI.NG these yoars I lived In

Cleveland, O. The nature of
'my business affairs had taken me
‘thers, and 1 had seitled into a
small, obscure apartment, I lived
in- the utmost stmplicity, and
avolded frlends. From time to
Alme, T would change to another
‘apartment, equally obscure—and
‘at the sama time I would change
‘my name {o a new one,

For, from the very outset, 1
knew that the clean execution of
my alms must leave my own his-
tory, my own trail through life,
a misty and confused one. Ths
‘boy nwmned Richard Frye was
‘slowly erased from existence upon
the earth, And In his place there
emerged not a single, new Indi-
wvidunl, but a dozen wholly in-
conspleuous individuals.

It was this basic necessity, in-
deed, which lald the solid ground-
‘work for the method which I was
{o employ in the final scene, al-
though I did not realize it at the

1 fell into the habll of playing
roles; at first, from the simple
need to allow John Hunter of
No. 12 Cherry avenue to fade out
of life in behalf of Charles Mc-
Graw of No. 67 Albemarle street

But every mortal soul, no mat-
ter what the steadiness and singu-
larity of his purpose upon the
earth, must needs find some
amusement. And so I fook to the

amusement of creating brief char-
atrlm when the mood came upon

One I would be a

suspected.

This succession of wwetem
which were, I think, quite harm-

iess in their effect upon other
pen-pIE,becam!hlthm'tmhnhby
Until, at last, it dawned upon mq
that it was something more than
a hobby—that it would perhaps.
playacritimlpartinmyplm
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I course, I had no real con-

ception as to the manner in
iwh!eh the ultimate scene would
played out. I had wit enough
realizn that the stage-manage-
of that erene—in
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m and resignation from the
of Twin Valley Smelting
Spllway Develop-
on, and other

cently acquired at Gull Point,

Long Island.

I telephoned to the editor of
the journal.

*This {s the Chlcago Mirror,” I
gald, “We noticed your item on
Merriwether in the current issue,

we haven't got anything on
in the files. Can you tell us
LI.!-}SE' about him? Is he a Chicago

There was & wait,

“Hello, We haven't got much
pn him either. One of our boys
picked up that bit of news, and
wa ran It. That's about all I know.
He has't been {n the news much,
t;uus. Maybe just some figure-

“Thank you."

Telephnue calls {o the corpora-
Hons listed produced a fact: All
of them were singularly averse to
talking about Wesley Hope Merri-
wether. “Colonel Merriwether has!
glven fnstructions that' he is to
receive no publicity.”

It was simply a matler of rous
fglne to complets my business af-
Yairs and take the train to New
York.

* 00
ULL POINT was less than an
hour: from the city, and on
my second diy there I saw Col.
Wesley Hope Merriwether, looking
fnto his face as he was pointed

m;t to me; passing in tho street—
nnd lumwln that I looked into
e face of mn Tinker,

1 {olt no surge of elation. Such

' hm-mmtmwn ordained from

the start of time,

I spent four days at Gull Point
~—as a salesman of drug sundries,
this time, and living in a cheap
room—meeting the small business
people, and listening, and dis-
covering the nature of this com-
munity called Gull Point, I
learned that Colonel MEITIW!II!M‘
had a daughter in his housel

out of nowhere And eXchps dven
the most casual interest in his
past. |
1 spent a year In the Hollywood |
country before I returned at last
to Gull Point: returned now as a
gay and carcless fellow, friend to
all the world. And on the day
that I took the lease upon a small,
cavefully chosen cottage, I signed
Lhat lease with the name of my
new selt—Henry Prentlss,

(To Ba Continued)

Dealer snortages pul new
value on used merchandise, Cash
in on your “junk" through a
classified ad. Plone 3124.

and T saw that daughter, o

I saw also my mother in her
halr and in the proud fine litt
of her face. But, again, it must
be confessed that my emotions
‘were not profoundly stirred. Those
emotions had been burned brittle
on a day long ago, in the far dis-
tant forest,

During the four days, I Jearned
enough to enable me to go back
{0 the life of Paul Gray, in Cleve=
Iand, and to sit down and think.

That thinking occupied the bet=-
ter part of three wecks. From it
there emerged the basic pattern
of the plan. Not the details, of
csurse, Those must wait upon
events, upon the imponderables of
chance and of human caprice.
But, in all of its essentials, the
plan was formed.

1t was a long-term plan, indeed,

It contemplated serious use,
upon the grand scale, of that pl.u-
ncting with which 1 had diverted
myselt in the past

It required the creation of two
characters, not one. For the prep-
aration of them—ar at least of the
most important of them—1I decided
to go to The cholca
was obvious, Nobody knew me
there, nowadays. And California,
particularly the neighborhood of
the moving picture studics, was
the one conspicuous spot on earth

PUHGHISE COUPONS

§25 TO SPEND
WITH ONLY $5 DOWN

Bo your kiddies meed shoes and
yo doh't have the money? Use
Parchase  Coypons, Get $23
worth  today  and  wem  them,
when It's mout convenlent, for
purchasing any number of ar
ticles ecosting 88 each or less.
Don't mis & buy or a bargaing
keep coupons oo hand,  Usual
earrying charge.

GET YOURS TODAY AT
Your SEARS CREDIT Office

whera a stranger might

Py

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
4 Ferguson

BODY TEMPERATURE
DURING HIBERNATION

HELP WITH THE war /
THEY FURNISH POLLEN FOR
SPRING BEE BROODS...
BEES MAKE HONEY,
AND HONEY SAVES 5usm..

COPR. 1594) BT NCA SERVICE,
T WL REQ U S PAT. 0-'!

/ EAsr 1S EAST AND WEST IS
WEST, BUT SOME DAYS THE
§ ATLANTIC 1S PACIFIC, " Says
@ WILLIAM ADEE,
Mikvaukee, Wiscasiz.

NEXT: When seillng forest fires was honorable.
FAMOUS TRAINER
HORIZONTAL Answer to Previous Pumle 22 Boal paddle.
et btk EFSTT] [UTTTRSITINITTAL 22 G,y
. of athletes, SIEIRIALI ViALLIL NIpEHHcstow
4 Pact, TIENDIEIR GIN'EITIVIMIS blessing.

15 Ireland. PIEIDESO SIAIRIS| | 29 Separately.
16 American S B w E 30 He was also a
humaorist. PlAITIR1 TiS well-known

17 Sugary. A Ris{VIRONAT Esiric] —.

19 Come in. SiU N TiRI1[TIE] 33 Play on words

21 Infants, HIEERAEIATIEINET * 35 Noise,

23.Curtsy. CHIAR|L E[S[T[OINEYA|T|OM] 37 Crowds.

B4 Singing volce. fRial) EIRIS : LIEIR together.
fabric, D HEE Bl IBlo D-Sr 41 Inﬁlwdua!

29 Heart. (Egypt) 43 Age.

B1 Courtesy title. 52 Elevates, village. 48 Yes (Sp. ).

B2 Area measure. 55 Consumed 7 Myzelf. 49 Employer. .

33 Plural (abbr.) liguids. 8 Ship's 50 Paid notice.

94 Seed 38 Mineral rock. company. 51 Contract into
container. €0 Prevaricates, 9 Alcoholic wrinkles,

88 Paid (abbr.). 62 Foreigners., liquor. 53 Influenza

37 Color. 65 Deliverers,” 10 Ontario (colloq.),

38 Coalition of 66 Regular {abbr.). 54 Bind.
enemy nations  customer, 11 Noblemen. 50 Knock.

40 Speech parts,

VERTICAL 12 Road (abbr.). “57 Alabama

42 Tenant. N=ar, 13 Compass point  (abbr,).
44 Finish 2 Railroad 18 Tuberculosis 58 Either,
45 Transpose (abbr.). (abbr.). 59 Music note)
(abbr.). 3 Examinations. 20 Babylonlan 61 Steamship
U8 Fizh eggs - 4 Turns lo near  deity (abbr.).
47 Russians.  « |, side, 21 He wah 1 63 Negative,
49 Girl's name. S Indian. famous 64 Symbol for'
B1 Gentle, . 6 New York sthletic stannum.
(O T T T I e = e O R
=) 5 e
v
7 [ pe a0 || o
7 =
2. 2 FE RS ol A% 25
29 |30
32 33 3%
7 F]
[ [
Ead 45 A T
a8 iRz
AT
5 57 B
v [s¥ %0 [ 62, 63 |
6
|

T PRACTICE BY
MYSELE A LOT AND
MY MOTHER LISTEND
TO ME, BUT TO MAKE
A SPEECH BEFORE A
ROOMFUL. OF BRILLIANT
MEN MEEDS A LOT OF

PRACTICE TO IMPRESS
CRATICAL, INTELLIGENT
MINDS = = AN e

GO AHF A‘D-
= OR

HAVE TO DO
15 THINK
WE'RE

Out Our Wu

INTELLIGENT/

COULD THINK OF
ANYTHING BELSE
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TEAT! JUSY 60
AMEAD--SELL LIS
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LIKE A SEVEN-
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Ry NEAR You COME OUT

INGTEAD OF THE cUSTOMARY PRO-YOF HIBERNATION MUMBLING
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(Tuis 1s AMAZING !
HIS TEMPERATURE IS 20
DEGREES BELOW

NORMAL!
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DR. ALTER !

SURPRISE ME,

IWOULD oD LIkE
ANY THING -

nal YouRre JusT

MO ~YOU'RE
A FRIEND O OLD RIGHT WELL THC e e
MITT, HELPIN' Hi LETS GET F
oM HIS BOOIC=~ TO WO HES O, K=
NOTHING PECULIAR | LOCATE THAT HE'S UNCLE
ABOUT THAT -~ FORMULA- BUT IF HE
——t” UP or Hin
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THAT GUY, HAMS HURT ! A
t¢ ME JUST POPRED
It FROM NOWHERE - SVO58

BEE STINGS STILL H:

ME BLIND/ QUICK,
LITILE BEANER- HlDL
MY POCKET BOOK
UNDER ™E b\'\ﬂh.v‘i:'

Ry Frncl Hurmon

MUET BE, IF
MALCOLME FRIEMND =

1S O. K,, CHECKIN
WOT DO
HARM -

ALL OF A SUDDEN
MY MOUTH FELT
COLD. IT WAS Al=
MOST AS IF L 'HAD
REACHED OUT THAT
WINDOW ==~

~
== AND GRABBED A
HANDFUL OF Show
AND CHEWED ON ITh
Jusr BEFDRE‘! You

DOING A THING
LIKE THAT /
GOl H
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BUT OF course, L
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