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CHAPTER XX
S4TT seemn that we face ‘a very
clear sliuation,” Lieutenant
Thatcher snid.

“Quite clear,” Captain Meehan

angswered,
' Cynthia Jooked at them, at Mit-
chell Groce und Henry Prentiss.
“Ploase explain it to me,” she
asked,

Lieulenant Thatcher looked at
Captain Meehan again, and nodded
alightly, and Caplain Meehan,
staring at the steeple made by his
jolned fingertips, spoke quietly:

*The facts are simple. We are
denling with a man who appeared,
lterhlly, from nowhere, pretend-
Ing to be someone else altogether.
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that thls Vaughan Dunbar really
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“He used great shrewdness to
work his way into your houss.
He committed his erime in the
mosat ostentatious way possible—
in full view of dozens of prople.
What does that tell us? Simply
that he intends to vanish into the
nowhere from which he emerged,
Actually, he told us that much in
the note he left behind.

*He knows that we shall never
find a hint of the past from which

she had it explained, gently but
eategorically, by Henry Prontiss.
And It was, a5 a matter of fact,
Henry  Prenliss who  suggested
Hawail, and Anne, She liked both
ideas immensely. The whole no-
tion of change, of new scones,
seemed to revive her,

Henry Prenliss and Mitchell
Grace and Fred West drank wine
with Cynthia and Anne in the sit-
ting room of their quarters aboard

They were taking the long way
‘round, through the Canal and
touching at Los Angeles and San
Francisoo,

There were no anguished faces
nor heavy sighs—aoven if there
was no carefres lnughter,

Henry Prentiss sald, "“Well, now,
it's so long, Miss Pretly, and good
traveling."

“Goodby, you old shoe."

“Send pleture postcards™

“"And, ‘X s my pooni'"

Cym
know quickly if—if anything—if
they find—"
“Yes, Mizs Pretty™
. Goodby. . . . Goodby, . . . Good=
oo win
The siren bellowed and drowned
all last words. And Prentiss and
Grace and West were on the pler
standing and waving. And the ship
wore out into the river channel,
The three men got into a taxi-
cab, and Henry Prentiss sald,
“Gentlemen, the occasion zeems
appropriate for something a little

ship on the night they sailed away. |
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he knows that. And he is equally THIS CURIOUS WORLD By William

confident that we shall not find
the way into his future, Ferguson

“And what does that mean to
us, who pursue him? Just thiz:
We know nothing of his trail be-
fore he came into your lives. And
that trail has broken off now, as
abruptly as it started. It breaks
off at the automobile he aban-
doned, after ging with such
eleverness to get it clesr of the
Imimediate vicinity of this house,

. “Where does it lead from there?
Perhaps to amnother automobile,
which he had planted in that self-
same parking lot. Or fo any of
‘geveral bus lines' leading away
from the place. Or to halt & dozen
railroad stations on two différent
lines, all within easy walking dis-
tance: Garden City itself, Country
Life Press, Hempstead, Nassau
Boulevard, Minecla—ot course we
have checked them ell. With no
results whatever.

“We have notified every city
and t_a;zn].n ihe country to: look
for him. All airports have been
under speclal observation for days,
The only comfort we may find is
the fact that disappearing is very
difficult business Indeed. It does
not hippen often. And I think
you know that we never give up.”

He Iooked at Lisutenant Thatch-
er, who nodded approval. And
Lieutenant Thatcher said, “Our
main chance now is fo find out| §,
more about the early life of your |
lather, Miss Merriwether.”

- L] -
N Friday, a cablegram came
from Bill Stewart, He had
bheard of Vaughan Dunbar some
years ago, Had never met him.
Understood he had died some- |/

where. N
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lend the inquiry into {he earlier
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