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LIFE STORY

CHAPTER XI

TH!:RE are caprices of human

behavior which do not readily |
give themselves to copture with!n I
a neat, explanatory phrase. |
such was Cynthia Merr!we\her'l

fectly obvious concern, on that |
evening, with the comfort and en-
teripinment of Vaughan Dunbar.

Her nttentiveness, her enger de-
termination to set bim at his ease
and to eoothe his humors were,
as the saying goes, quite unlike
her usual merry-go-lucky self. To
mich nn extent, indeed, that Fred

‘West became unhappy. And when
11 o'tlock struck, Fred West arose
from his chair and inquired rather
abruptly whether anybody in-
tended golng to the dance at the
elub,

Vaughan Dunbar, nnturally, u.h
mnined silent,. And Cynth
glanced nt him, Cynthin said, "Go
on with Anne, Fred. We m!ght
come over after p while, Anyway,
X'l telephone the steward In an
hour, 5o you will know whether |
to expect us” Then she said,
“Colunel, you'll not be needing |
mmmu. will you? He wants to
go too”

Whereupon, Fred West and his
couiin Anne and a frowning Mit-
chell Grace trooped out of the
room and got themselves infto &
motor car and went off fo the
dancing, Colonel Merriwether fin-
ished his cigar, watching the two
who sat In the room with him

moment. “But tell me, where was
the Colonel all those years? Say,
now! That's not the least bit of |
my business, is i7" |

|

great Journalist! Thot's what gets
you the secrels of the great states-
men, {sn't itY That ability to make
peaple fold up thelr souls and ;
hand them over to you, I should !
have remembered,”

(To Be Continued)

There are more than 100
plants turning out airplanes,
alrplane engines and propellers
now as compared to 59 before
Pearl Harbor,

“None whatever.,” She laughed.

"But 1 began the story, didn't I?
The thrilling story of a maiden's
life, In five reels and no inter-
mission.

“The truth Is;, Mr. Vaughan
Dunbar, that I was never curfous

Thousands of Ameriean and
Eritish planes huve been deliv-
ered to the Middle East during
the last two years over a 6G000-
mile ferry route.

enough to ask the Colonel and
he never bothered to tell me, Oh,
yes ho did, too. He said he had
been traveling, with a great deal
of important work to do, and he
was sorry that his affairs had
made him negleet me in such a
shameful way. None of that mat-
tered to me, of course, I was
started off in a new world and
1 could have evervthing T wanted.
A spolled brat—that's what I was,
and what I am now. Mr. Dunbar,
you're looking smack into the face
of a spoiled brat. Deplorable, isn't
it

"“The face? I should use quite
another word than deplorable”

“You do go on =0, don't you?"

He patted her hand again, “But
tell me—you see, you have stirred |
my interest n great deal—did you
never hear anything more of your
mother? Who she was and where
she came from and what she
| looked like?"

Cynthia said, very quietly, “I
never heard anything of her, By
tise tima I was old enough to ask |
the nurse questions, the nurse was
gone, Nobody else scemed to
know anything."

*You never made inquiries of—
the Caolonel?”

She shook her head. And then
her tone changed sharply. “Why
in the world am I telling you all
this? That's what I would like
to know, Oh, I secl" She was
almost bitter tor an instant. “The
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and !alklns very Iime. Bo d
un Iy pr
Bul now he !lngued at his desk,

looking ot them in the dull light
as i he might have something
more to say, but could not quite
malke up his mind to say it Which
us\ml behavier made Cynthia
ce sharply at him and sy,
.!Ynu‘m feeling all right, aren't
¥ou, Colonel?™
“What? Oh, yes. Of course”
*Mhen he said, “Good night. Good
night” And he went slowly out|
of the room. |
Cynthia said to Vaughan Dun- |
bar, “"I.nt’s walkk down by ths

- . -

WITH his customary delibera-
tion, he arose and followed
out through the French doors
ncross the terrace, and sat
with her on the bench be-
de the dark rectangle of water,
e scent of the roses was every-
here, and the air was so still
t they could ecatch fragments
£ music from the orchestra at the
ib, a mile away. Vaughan Dun-
it walted for Cynthia to speak.
She frowned a litile. "The
lonel seems a mite bothered

bout something tonight”
 Dunbar waited a moment, and
en sald, “You are very fond of

, aren't you?"
"'.l'ha Calonel? Why, what a
ridiculous question."

“It only struck me—of course,
being frightfully rude—that
e is always the Cullmel to you.

trlﬂ.a formal. . . .
" She did not answer for a mo-
ent. Then she looked at him in
the dnrlkness, “If's queer for you
to'say that," she murmured.
“0Oh, sorry—I—""
*No, no. I mean—well, it was
rt of queer.”
| “I'll try not to be stopid™
"You ses—well—I never put
es on (he Colonel until the
rgle daoys were long past. And
hadn't thought about that in
ears, until tonight"
“Is it a very private story?®
#1 suppose not, No, of course
fsn't. It wns this way" Her
Wwords now came in a sudden rush,
her hands clasped in her lap and
her face looking out ucross the
waler loward the gardens,
“I wos born'at San Luis Obispo,

and my mother died before I knew
her, At least—I know this is a
strange thing to say—at Ileast,
that's what they {old me. Ism't
it curlous that you have to depend
upon somebody's account of it in
n terribly importani thing like
thal? Anyway, the fi=t things 1
ean remembor were about the
ronch, and ‘a grand old darling
of a nurse, having that kind of
wonderful time only a liltle child
can have.

“Then, when I was 10, just be-
fore Chrisimas, a lawyer and some
othier people came and sald T must
g0 offl to school, to & convent in
the foothills of the High Slerras,
So thai's what I did. Cried my
eyes out, pccs I‘l‘l.l‘.'—:

SHI Inughed, but not quite gally.
“It wasn't bad, though, when
I got used to it. Then, when 1
was about 15, the Molher Superior
ealled me to the reception room,
and there, of all the people in
the world, was the Calonel. The
Mother Superior zald, ‘My child,
thiz is your father, Colonel Merri-
wether,! And so I naturally start-
ed calllng him Colonel Merrl~
wether, and then just Colonel™

“Did he take you away then?"
Waughan Dunbar asked. His volce
wwas quiet indeed.

“Two monihs later., We went
#o Sin Francleco and then to Hae
wall, and I had the most mar-
welous time you ever heard of in
aw'r life. And then we went to

'ew Orleans and New York, and

en we moved out here and it

no | all been like Cinderella ever
since.” :

“Clnderolla? Yes, But-—you
mrl.ll forgive me, Cynthia—Iit is a

ftle sad, too."

“Great heavens! You haven't
nl the idea I'm sorry for myself?"
I sl" He chuckled soft-
fly, and touched her hand for a

AN UNLDOKED-FOR ANNOY-
ANCE THAT FOLLOWED THE
BLITZ BOMBINGS OF
CITIES WAS THE /AVvASION
OF FL/ES AROUND ALL
BLOWN UP FCOD STORES.

-

THE FOLLOWING &2
ORANGE RIVER, ORANGE
FREE STATE, ORANGEBURG

ANSWER: Orange river, In South Africa; Orange Free State,
in Union of South Africa; Orangeburz. a clly in South Carolina,,
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BEEN PRACTISING CONCEN-
TRATING IN THAT BARGAIN
SALE MOPR, SO T CAN THINK
AND MAKE AN INTELLIGENT
SPEECH N A CROWD/ 1
THINK I'M GETTING IT--
h TRY ME-- “SWEET
AUBLIRN, LOVELIEST
NVILLAGE ;’i THE

HERE , CHECK ME O\ THISS! ]‘\'E)

3 OO0H! A
< \MILE LONG

Uut Uur Way
By J. R. Willioms

BL INDED BY BEE ST1NGS, RED
IS LED BY LITTLE BEAVER THROUGH
DESOLATE AND LINFAMILIAR

TERRITORY OF HE SOUTHWEST
ROCKIES :

| [

Our Boarding Houso
With Major Hoople

)(on FORGET THE PICKLE 12
CAKE, MAJOR, AND LETS
[ TRM TO WRESTLE OUR WAY
THROUGH WITH HALE: THE J
CHINA 1IN ORNE PIECE [

EGAD! IMAGINE MARTHA DAGHING
AWAN TO HOSPITAL WORIK WITH=
CUT CONBULTING ME = AND
GENTENCING ME 10 "THIS GRUE =
SOME MOUNTAIN OF GREASSN

LTENSILS /e JOVE, TWIB GS ! 5 IF NOW'LL RINGE THE |,/
COULDN'T WE ELIMINATTE LOST "\ 6UDS OFF BETTER )’/
MOTION WITH A CONNENOR BELT T WON'T =l _y;
To WHIBK THE DISHNES FlROM ¥ DROP HO . {
TABLE TO WITCHEN, AND UNDER. ManY / ; rH&T \
A STEAMING SHOWER. ¢ i ,, eorm WILL
| LOOIS
SWELL IN
163, Boys/

k\-..-—rl

: \N!TH CHINRY;

WHY ARE WE SToPPN T
KID? LETS KEEP GOIN f

BAT

a‘-'o

LITILE
NEED HELP!
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s i Wi Bk bives me vu g By Fred Hormon

T3 4 B
Litile Orohan Annis

JUST Look AT THar view!
A HUMDRED MILES, I'CL BET!
HILLS AND ND TH

oul

rMALCOLM MITT. OR
"UNCLE” MALCOLM --AND
SQL'TG TH BUTLER:-AND
TH HOUSEKEEPE
HA\N‘KiNE SHE UNPRACKED

THERES A CLOEET"'

'_AH AND THERES “DADDYS"
BRIEF CASE. SAFE AND SOUND --
NOT THAT THESE FOLKS nREN‘T 0. K.,
0 COURSE:+ BUT--WELL*+TLL JUST
STICK A LITTLE STICKY TAPE ON
TH BACK CORMER O TH CASE AMND
OMTO TH SHELF--"THEM IF T Cr&E
GETS FOOLED WITH, NLL KMOW (T

R \s

R _STUFF:-HM-M--
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HAROLD
GRAY ®

By ‘Harold Gray

LINES, NONE OF
OUR FRIENDS WiLL

SPEAK T Us/

= ' & oy P =N\

FRECKLES, IF You BUT, POP--- | I'D LIKE T™© BuY A coumouwa Il HavE O N | WHAT DID | I WAS THINKING OPW
CONTINUE CPERAT- INTEREST AMD RUN THE BUSINESS GO INTO A L THine T can You MEaN [ THE WELL-KNOWN

ING YOUR BUSINESS MY way / HUDDLE WITH [ MAKE IT A By A SLOGAN = GOING - T
| ALONG THE PRESENT MY PARTNERS, |GOING C(.wcrrarlf ‘GOING” GOING ~- GONE ! |
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CONCERN 7 =

By Blossor

AND NOW T0 HIDE

OUR PARACHUTES. WE'LL il

BREAK A HOLE IN THE

ICE; STUFF THE CHUTES

UNDERNEATH, AND BY
MORMING THE ICE
WILL BE FROZEN

" SEEING YOu PO
THINGS, SIR; MAKES
IT ALL. SEEM S0

~AND THESE ARE |
YOURS, +FOR

RONWNG ERRANDS] i
FOR ™Mt |

ME

[ OW, THIS IS A
SAFE ENOUGH J08,
IF YOU DO YOuR
THINKING (N AD-
NANCE, HEINTZ,
PEOPLE TAWE

THINGS FOR GRA!
ED, THEY ASSUME

THAT MEN WHO |8
WEAR GESTAPO
UN\FORMS ARE

NOT UNTIL WE PULL A )
BONER WOULD THEY SUSPECT
us OF BEING AMERICANS.
$0; REMEMBER TWO THINGS:
PON'T PULL A BONER. AND,
IF You SHOULD, DONT

ADMIT IT. THERE!'S
ALWAYS A CHANCE OF
ThL\th&o‘JDUR WaY

T

MBERS OF THE|f#

MR.

(TREN, OPML = LOOVWAT VoA
A PAR OF
Fo="
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HORIZONTAL Answer to: Previons Purile 13 Indigent.
1 Depicled is I LILITTAMIHTAILISIETY: 18 Garter.
the insigne of [NIACIE IAITIS IBIAIVIOWEGOIF] 19 Players of
7 e [ENEARETRIVIETIORIGIA| ,, oEns.
U. S, Navy e DR INGIR [doM 17| 22 Beverage.
Alr Force. - =it CIl AP 23 Symbol for
14 Matintain QIE IF: E thallium,
nymph, SIAITIRIA CIRIEWWER] 24 Auricle,
15 Seine. oNEISITIVIENMIALL IDEIWE] 27 Music note.
16 Not tight, Lr‘g; EFEIGIO BA BIEIS] 28 Extreme,
17 Friendly JOBHSIT mmm T 20 Kind ' of
goblins of IMIAITEHE LIBEHGIVIN]  poem (pl.).
fS-c;;:!dinnvinn [Eli= mf Y olAalT gg ¥ea (Eip.).
olklore. |1 E witching.
18 Blunt. I H!T LSE -?T S MES 34 Tunisian ruler
20 Obtained. 40 Preposition.
21 Articulate, 30 Forms Into wheeled 41 Weight of
25 Maod (Senb.} grains, vehicle of India,

26 Any. 42 Diminutive of India. 42 Agricultural
271t is borne on_ Michael. 2 Constellation. caste Indian.
the — of 43 Post=eript 3 Remalnder., 43 Diplomatie

the squadion's (abbr.). 4 Dance step. agreements.
planes, 45 Unfading. 5 Dutch city. 44 Forbear.
31 Always. 47 Mimic. 6 Upon. 46 Long grain
32 Cenus of 49 Plant disease. 7 Symbol for (abbr.).
moles. 50T 1 48 Ireland.
33 Very swift. 53 Thus. 8 Quart {Bbbr ). 51 Make an
35 Sloth. 55 Test. 8 Church edping.
36 Symbol for 56 Vegetable. vestment. 52 Yale,
tellurium. 59 Of the nature 10 Dowry. 54 Lubricant,
37 Native Infan- ‘of sentfment. 11 Overthrow. 56 Measure.
try (abbr.). VERTICAL 12 Or else 57 Half an em.
38 Suffix. 1 Light two- (music). 58 Near.
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] el 16
7 I 19
0 AT 0 ET] 23 [2% 3
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EF) 33 a4
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3 ES > = 37 Sh ]
t 2 0
3 40 # 2
42 a5 =
a7 [ ap ﬁ’ 7 “; a5 /
-] 53 (|57
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l 2 Alley Qop

(MY GOSH, GRAND WIZER,| NO, YOUR HIGH-

HOW COULD EENY! HAVE NESS, SHEDIDN'T

LOOK, GENTLEMEN, |
YO ALL HAVE EYES,

AND PRESUMABLY
BRAINS 3
USE "EM/ )'/
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By V. T. Homlin
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