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company and to recelve more en~

next time you come, we're fresh
in with horses," Cynthin said.
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@ SERIAL STORY

‘I AM A MURDERER'

BY MORRIS MARKEY

COFYRIGNT, 1048,
NEA SERVICE. INC,

o =i

THE STORY1 This tx the atory
of the "perfect erlme’'—the mur-
der of Col, Wenley Hope Merri-
wether In the likmry of his Long
Island eatnte—and of the cnnl.
:-m-u u fo if. At the moment

r In In progreas at ihe
tnlnlul hine, I'rearnt are hin
atiracive dinghter Cynthin) Fred
Weat, a halfhearicd sultor; Mit=
ehell Graee, the Colanel's secre=
tnry, and othern of (helr pulo=
playing set. An uneipecied ar=
rival In 1nuhdnn .nn:hlrl.'ﬂu for=
L warreapondent W

!‘t:mno lr’ﬁm one  of cn-ﬁin'n
clone friends Neia

NEWS OF BILL STEWART

CHAPTER VI

'AUGHAN DUNBAR spoke

slowly and earnestly, In a very
low lone, with just the faintest
memory of the Scotch Highlands
in his phrases, He lounged back
in the half-light, his fingertips to-
gether, his smooth black halr
eatching a gleam now and again
from the electrlc bulbs which
ghone upon the swimming pool
hard by.

Cynthia liked him. She thought
to herselt that for some absurd
reason the was pleased that he
had not thought to apologize for
the rather elaborate formality of
his white tie and tailcoat, That
was, she thought, the way things
were done in Europe—and why
should those ways be changed
merely because the country night

was warm?

“Bill told me," he sald, “of the |
wonderful things you did for him |
—that time."

“1 did little encugh, The dar-
ling. .

*Yes, That Is really the word
for old Bill. He iz a darling chap
—whether In the savage heat ut]
North Africa or the wretchedness
of a blstro in Sofia. But & tough
one, foo. I can tell you that, Miss
Merriwether”

“Go on. Please do. What does
he say? Does he ever get {117 Is
he drinking very much? Is there
enough to eal?” ¢

Vaughan Dunbar's low wvolce
Iaunched out. He chose his phrases
with care and with great delib-
eralion, and drew the portrait
of Bill Stewart's life in Europe
and Africa and the Near East
Cynthia listened, enthralled—until
Vaughan Dunbar seemed hardly
a presence at all, but a mirror
reflecting Old Bill, as he wound
his strong, devil-may-care way
through the bitter mazes of pain
and death, .

She was slartled when Fred
West spoke to her. And she was
not pleased.

“What goes?" Fred West in-
quired, "I have some weird mem-
ory that this was supposed to be
a celebration.”

“Oh, Fred,” she sald, *You
startled me.” ‘.

“Happy indeed to learn I can
muake some sort of impression on
you."

Vaughan Dunbar was standing.
“T really did not mean to monope-
lize Miss Merriwether.”

Fred looked at him. The look
wus not that of a friend. Fred
sald to Cynthia, “Colonel Merri-
wether would like to see Mr, Dun~

bar. Something about getiing the
lnwﬂ;?wn on ihe European situa-

THEY walked toward the housa,

and Vaughan Dunbar sat down
beside Colonel Merriwether's desk,
and lighted one of the Colomel's
cigars, and Fred took a not alio-
gether willing Cynthia off 10 the
dance floor. The musicians had
warmed by now and were giving
out more llvely tunes, and the
wine had sown the s¢eds of merri-
ment.

For something beyond an hour,
Vaughan Dunbar conversed with
Colonel Merriwether, as others of
the guests came in and listened
a while and moved out again—
telling the tale of European an-
guish: of veiled hopes in Vichy
and Norwny and Holland, of fear
in the lands whose cities bear
such gueer and juley names, of
incredible strength in Germany
and incredible valor in England.

But despite the fact that cer-
tain of the guests found seats and
remained in the library, there was
no. general discussion. For that
wns not the manner of the
Colonel's library at Stone House,

Toward midnight, Vaughan
Dunbar asrgse to go, and Penny
Hunter (who saw this hapi
fold: Mitchell Grace to fcir.h
thia (hér word being "p-onln"
and Cynthia came hurrying,

“But Mr, Dunbar will stay with
us—mustn't he, Colonel?"

But before the Colonel could
giva his measured answer, Dunbar
hastened to say that he could not

of remaining as house guest,
Delightful hospitality, profoundly
appreciated—but he had his quar-
ters in the clty and certain work
which would ,

“Then you will come back very
soon?" o most disappointed Cyn-
thia answered. And Colonel Mer=
riwether spoke mlso, saying that
he would be grateful for further
opportunity to ghare Mr. Dunbar's

lUghtenment upon the confused
events abrond—that Mr, Dunbar
wos more than welcome o 'mnke
himself at home at Stone House.
LI
HXTOU are most kind" sald
Vaughan Dunbar. He seemed,
for an astonishing moment, to be
confused, or taken aback, But that
whs for only the most fleeting
breath of time,
I you like nny sort of riding,

Dunbar said, without smiling,

sorry figure. My early education
was neglected in that direction.”

"{iutI we £hall expect you back

adn,

“Delighted—it I may. You have
been so very kind, Miss Merrl-
wether,"

“Even a creditor, it he's Hill
Stewart's pal, Is n friend around
here

“Then I am happy to believe
that Bill's debtors are welcome
‘ho'll

“Sunday is the polo final. You'll
be with us then—and no argu-
ments. Please,"

“I will be most happy."

—, N oy e
Gogeles adjusted and ready for
a take-0ff i Tech Order, fying
mnscot of the Cloudhoppers
Squadron At Army Air Forces
gunnery school, Tyndall Field,
Fla. Named for a pilot's plane
instructions, the Nying pooch s
gitting on the navigator's table

of n big bomber, *

Cynthin walked with him to hin
ear, which stood in the driveway
She shook bands with %im nnd.
thanked him for coming with such
wonderful news of Bill Stewart
He gald that he would have the
wit to telephone before doing such
a thing again, She sald it would
not be all that formal, unless he
insigted upon moking it so. And
he got into his roadster and drove
away toward the city.

Cynthia Merriwether was to be
forgiven, perhaps, for the relish
with which she told Henry Pren-
tiss of Vaughan Dunbar’s arrival
upen the scene at Gull Point. The
idea of sticring a twinge of jeal-
ousy within the breast of that
cavalier soul was, of course, be=-
gide the point. But he had run
out on the party—the pig. And
he had been downright abrupt
concerning the reasons for that
running oul. If only he had used
a little diplomacy—like business
duties, or seeing the doctor, or
even an old college chum,

She tried her best o tell him
about Vaughan Dunbar, He tried
his best not to listen. But when

HOLD EVERYTHINGI!

O]

MOUNTAIN

“Gives it an authentic touch,
don't you think?"

the last cocktall was gone he
knew, though he pretended not to
know, that Mr, Vaughan Dunbar
was a gentleman of poise, manner,
breading mnd accomplishment—
that any weman would pause at
least twice befgre deciding that

he was just another Britishman of
the Upper Classes and therefore
to be regarded as a bore, a chis-
eler, a presumptuous ass and more
than likely n fraud.

(To Be Continued)

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson

[ ERIGATE BIRD
15 A S£EA FOWL,
YET CANNOT SWitl... |l

A FISH EATER,
BUT NEVER TOULKHES
THE WATER EXCEPT WITH
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NEXT: How strong Is an elephani?

MOVIE ACTRESS

HORIZONTAL Answer to Previous Puizle

9 Property.
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10 Heavy barge. [CIAIRICIEILL L IARIRICIRIAW] 13 Part of "be.”
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17 Fact, PIALCES 28 Dined.
10 Singing volee, [SIPLICIRIOP DAKOTA SIT} 26 Xind of plant.
20 Frozen water, [LIEITIVIPIEIA EPI1] 27 Not suitable,
22 Period. ATIOMATIRIAEISIEE DlamMl 28 Acknowledge,
24 Hearing organ [TIAINIIAIREEIAITIEIR 1 |RIE] 20 Formerly.
26 Music note. LITGINICINESSIEITITILIE] 82 Type
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east, 34 Jurisdiction,
80 Symbol for 40 Courts (abbr.) 61 Street (abbr,). 37 Sequester,
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33 Reluctant, 52 Unit, 21tineration, 43 Just.
35 Mother, 53 Excuxslm. 3 Upon. ‘44 She — iIn
36 Like, b4 Buzz, 4 Slight bow, screen plays,
38 Behold! 55 Fondle, 5 Turkish 46 Ment,
80 Therefore, 56 Rested, decree, 48 Festival,
40 Flight. §7 Spread for 8 Headland, 50 Loeation.
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S foEaT ARMY INTHE
" WORLD MAN FOR MAKY
— LORD WOLSELEY

NO BANNERS BLUFFING
EARTH AND SKIES,

NO GOOSE STEP POUNDING
OUT DEFIES -~

A SMARTER MAM LOOKED
‘NEATH THE PLATE

AND SAWWHAT HITLER. -
WILL TOO LATE =t J
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ADIOS, KID
HOPE YOU GET T© BE
WELTER WEIGHT CH»\P !
TLL READ THE FAFPERS 7

“lrv\"dl\-:. RED! ‘lOLl‘ar_ =3
A FPAL FOR LENDIN' ME

MONEY D GIT HOME ON/
\ TLLSEND T BACK ¢

HAMWE NoL MILKGORS ONIN

POBSESSED THE COURAGE OF J| THAN FALLING
A FULL-GROWN MOUSE, You'D
BE SHARING IN MV WINNINGS -+ NOW L
ON THAY NOBLE: THOROLGHBRED | CAN SEE
"BMART GOAT /e HEM HEH/ HOW Mou

AT 20 o 1=~ PRETTY 2 WENT THROUGH
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WITH NOTHING
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Fred Harmou

oM MY WAY «-- nLMOE“l‘
CRIED WHEN | TOLD TH'
JUNIOR COMMANDOS GooD-ay !
COULDIN'T HELP \'T! BUT MOST
LIKELY THERELL BE OTHER
JUMIOR COMMANDOS UP THERE-
THEY'RE ALL OVER MOW-=-

DOC ZEE WOULD HAVE HAWLED
ME TO TH STATION, BUT MO USE
WASTIN' GASOLIMNE - -= HARDLY
ANY TAXICABRS ANY MORE--ONLY
JUST FOR TRIPS == BUT \
LIKED wWaLKl TH STATION ==
WANIN GOOD-BY TOALL TH FOLKS=

MY DOG IS UP

1N TH BAGGAGE
CAR:* |+ | WAS
WONDERIN =+
==:If 1=+ COULD-

EURE HAD LOTS O
FRIENDS~MOST OF 'EM
WERE DOWM TO SEE US
OFF«=THAT'S WHEM \
DARM MEAR BAWLED
AGAIMN ==+-OH, HERES
MY TICKET ===

HitA, Wou
ALONG
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HEH! HEH
DOING FINE - BUT (F
YOU'D LIKE TO SGE
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JUST C

WITH ME.-=
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BUT I HAVEM'

You pdys HAD EVEN WAXED SKIP THAT, IF THIS
VOUR FLOORS You DoN'T WA
i wer. MRS BRIGES | A MIND ! MAKES OLD
| FLOORS L

T WELL WELL JUST

(" 1 NoOT ITERESTED 1N THAT! WiAT L wanT
IS SOMETHING THAT WILL MAKE 'ms NEW
FLOOR LOOK LIKE THE OLD ONE

By Blosser

GO OVER THE
INFORMATION THATS =
BEEN COLLECTED, CAPTAIN.
FORTUNATELY, THERES QUITE
A BIT. ALSO,1 HAPPEN TO
KNOW DINKELSBURE FARLY
WELL, MYSELF. I1L WANT
YOU 10 ASSIST IN WORIC
2 ING OUT THE
DETAILS
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- FIRST, SLUH, HOW MANY
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BERED OVER| NEST AND OUT
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QUARTERED | DEPEND ON

DIRECTLY _ |\ MORE THAN
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STREET

FROM OUR
OBJECTIVE
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HWERT ,CHEY ©
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WELL, GENTS,
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CATOR, NOW A
PRISONER UIP
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7 AND IE TN
WEATHER, IT'S
GONNA. BE

A A Goob SERVE 'ER.
N\ SOAKINY / RIGHT, SOFTEN,
HER LR FOR T
// SOMKIN WE'RE
GONNA HAND 4
(;/ HER TOMORROW/,

AND NEXT IN IMPORTANCE |
WILL BE GOOD PLANNING,
SPEED, TEAMWORIK,

‘OF COURSE Wov ! (.cmﬁ UND T
TM GOWG TO SHAKE ReNDS
WATH SACH WORKER
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