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CHAPTER XTI
BWO‘B nerve was gone. Little
things one after another had
worn it down and now he pan-
wdcked. Hp grabbed Leona’s hand
knd pulled her through a side
door, For a moment no one real-
tred what was happening and then
‘It dawned on the boys that Santa
wan ficeing before he had finished
the job. Like a pack of hounds
they were after him with a bed-
lam of nolse,

After them poured Ferdy, hia
munt, Fay and Ross to herd them
back., They were pouring outside
| Without any of  thelr coats and

\rubbers nnd they would catch
" their deaths of cold.

I Beano swept Leona into his
_ nfms and dashed to the garage.
!The front door was shut behind

who,"

Jucky, We thought our two guests
were going to be disappointed but
here 1T find a litte gift thoy can
share between them.'

She possed it to Benny who felt

it, read the inseription and gulped.
It read, exaclly like the other, *To
Leona, with love from you know
He fingered it nervously,
fecling the unmiitakable hardness
of the dinmonds.

He passed it to the two dotee-

tives as though it were red hot
Ome of them took it, pressed it,
and nodded to the other and
pagsed it over to him. The other
felt it alzo and tucked it in his
pockel.

A feeling of great relief sud-

denly came over Benny.

He was wvoluble now, the words

pouring out in n hurried stream.
“I use to handle all McCluskes's | carry dustpans and brooms. The
|nff1cori will sweep up all the
| broken glass they see,

bookings when he was in the big
time wrestling. He was good then,
but he fell to pieces.

Used to

| explained Police Chief Alex Me-

come fo e to Help him, and Y
would, Just for old times snke and
to keep him straight. But w hn'd
have thought he'd do a thing Hku
that. I wouldn’t have touched him
If T'd known he was In on any |
funny business.”

Benny  was all smiles now,
UWell, it's a good job I made him
‘ leave a forwarding nddress nt my

place and T hope you didn't bust
up  anything when you went
through my oMce. Still, the re-
ward will fix that up, They put a
high reward on ice ke that, and
soeing it was me that put you
boys on the right track I guess
you'll be seeing I gel Nxed up all
right. What was that? There ain't
no reward? Well what do wyou
think of thai? That's life. That's
fustice, That's . ,." Banhy noticed
the menace in the detectives' eves,

“All right. All right. Don't get
fough,” he finiched, lamely,

(To Be Continned)
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save thinning automobile tires

Allister.

He ordered’ police cars to

lﬂ‘la two men now inside and he
.ruchnd the gurage before the
*hounds emerged from: the house.
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» Dismay smote him as he rounded
) the corner. There, sianding before
ithe doors, was a farmer's sleigh
!with two horses. There was no
‘time for maneuvers, there was
_enly time for action,

., He dropped Leona on to the plle
-of rugs in the eleigh, fumped In
..and snatched the whip,
~r Ag the pursuit piled around the
Veorner they saw a wonderful and
“traditional sight, Santa Claux In
“his sleigh driving through the

Enow with the Queen of the Fair-
‘lu with him. At the gallop it was

mechculnr and no one noticed the |

"disarranged appearance of the
"hueen of the Fairies or her dis-

gruntled expression. The cold was
hltl.ng through the nightgown and

‘whe was swaying in & strugele to
disentangle the tugs amidst the

sfrantic career of the horses and

piei;h down the steep drive,

The pursuit stopped dead in Hs
“fracks, Even the most hard-bitten
nwrlic among the boys was shaken
to the core by the mltnuon that
“Santa Claus was behaving as if he

! swere real after all.

" Ferdy's aunt herded them back
Into the house. Only Fay and Ross
were missing when the others
came back to the unhappy Benny,
. ywho was now the man in the mid-
~dle, detectives in the hallway and

“Beano gone, leaving him to face
. the music.

#1 Myta opened the front door ex-
*pecting what she saw. She asked

+the two men in. They were big
men and looked like ex-police-
men. They also looked tough.
hl":i'ell, boys!™ the asked. "Trou-

a7t

“" Thoy nodded. *We'd have been
here before but the ear stuck in
id.rl.ftwnybuckmdwehudto
“tent a elelgh from a farmer,"
3 “Looking for someone?”
- "'l',e'{lnw named McCluskey up
«r "He's gone™
“Gone?™
*Yes," sald Myra, *“Listen™
They. listened. They heard the
mhfaknhle jangle of sleigh bells

- "'l'ha!.'s your de{ﬂ:." she uld
“ealm

4 Wllh one mccord both men
furned to dash to the door. Myra

them.
“Wait,” she sald. "Maybe I can
elp you. Maybe you don't want

What do you mean?” gald one
"Diamtrmh interest you?™ she

3 "What do you know about 11"
.mald the other suspiciousiy,
«, "Everything" she sald, “I'm a
_bit of a' detective myself and . . ."
_the whispered this, *, ., Mr, Lor-
ton, ﬁvhn owns this place, works
R.C, M. P. Intelligence De-
“partment as a plain-clothes man,
, strictly between ourselves.™
+  They were impressed but not
| ronvineced,
. 'Now listen,” she sald. “Do you
! want the Ice or the man?"
. s

l ‘RE from the insurance

company, We want the dia-

! mondu ‘It we were in the States

« we'd take the man as well. But

! this s Camhda and it'd be more

lmub]n to get him out than he's
{ Imrﬂ:

1 The other man added his piece,
; "The diamonds are worth sao,oou

The

WA BIRVICE. e
'!I,ml.!.l.-lfm

SOLOMON

ISLANDS

WERE NAMED AFTER
KING SOLOMON, BECAUSE
OF THE NATURAL RICHES
THEY WERE BELIEVED TO
CONTAIN-

(I “{";’ I ! I'Jlﬁil.ﬁ

: EXTINCT
‘ BIRD GIANT

G

FULL O' J0BS--

BOY, You CAN
ANY PLACE!

vy

IT A JOB

& i
=

0 PUT ANUT

SKILLED HELP

HE'S LEARNED X "THESE KIDS T =
DAY ARE SKILLED -

DIE SINKERS, ON A BOLT, AN' | HE'LLL LEAVE THAT
METAL PATTERN,\ YOU NOTICE PAPER SO TH'
TOOL ROOM, HE'S REARIN' ¢ BOSS WILL THINK,
DRAFTEMENL / NOTHIN' BUT \ HE'S LOOKIN' LP

cora. 130 e wits wd, QUE Oy Wny
By J. R, Willioms

ANOTHER JOB AN

HE'LL GET A
RAISE

H"N H‘- rmf\-w HIS
HO —*Ct. ONE AND H
HOOF IT TeN MILES

AND HE

MAD WHEN HE FINDS Our
UVE TAKEN GINGER.
 THE DANCE ?

L BE AGHTING

Wam'. PROFESSOR /T PLAY-
ED BASS YIOL WITH THE
VIENNA ROYAL ORCH-
ESTRA, LED BY WOLFGRANG
RUMPELHAWS /v | ET'S
TEN THAY SKI WALTZ

AGAIN =~ THIS TIME T'LL
‘:OF'I!:P\\ 1'.'.1 nBBLlL\ Kot

AcHALFUN |6 BAT ENOLGH Y72
VEN HE STOPS IN DER. MITTEL
OF DER VAUTZ TO IMIDATE g
DER ZUPPING LIP Z0UR WANTA\
BUT O, GROANING (M HEAR
DER WRONG KEN, DOT'S HoW A

n‘ BONISHMENT T'O VISH BOME
ONIN ON DOT HITLER UND Y GOUNDS

L\_«u\\ /3l DOZE Muut FALLING

e

\J\.?H"i MUSIC (\"’ _
HERS TAKE I'.Jf\h—.... winy Our Boarding I'lnuu
- \Vuh Major Hooplo

« | DON'T

} { FOR IHEY DECIDE
%l':?ERfE:El F‘O,h. o j { ~J—' WALKIN
FEPFER, BUT 1I'D RATHER

DANCE WITHIO,

WHERE'S RED NEE WITHX
AND THE BOYS? | DAY+ LESC

THE T WE 1\L

.:‘}“-‘ 4"&‘.

TR

NI

“Book ENDS ARE USED
AT THE SIDES,”
C. E. WICKES,

Al emeatis, Ternessee.

I-1

NEXT: Death In the Antarctie.

PRESIDENT'S FIGHTING SON

HORIZONTAL © Answer (o Previous Puzale 5  (abbr.).
1,6 Pictured son oM 1 Age.
of U. Blce| 12 Pinced.
President. ——ﬁ 13 Oppressor,
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15 Epistle STBE] 25 Plant science.
(abbr.). . 'l 28 Autumn.
18 Wander. l Z{TIAI L |29 Obscure,
17 Beverage. TIALIS] 30 Particular
18 Contend with. RIOCIWIT!S] period.
20 Court (abbr.). AN SIOIS]31 Hawaiian food
21 Atmosphere. 1 [MIYIEILIE] 32 Evergreen tree
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23 Legal claim. raien] WIN [CiATiR] 35 Accomplish.
24 Steal. lﬁﬁ‘ﬁ":{ ElRiNIE| 36 Huge tub,
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ney (abbr.). 43Join by an 58 That place. in the —
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42 Corpulent. 55 Stage play. tain State” of surprise.
=
] 1 3 & 5 & - ] g (-] " ] 13

| McCluskey's worth
| “0, K. What about Bermny
| Brien?"

“What about him,” sald one
i man. "Don't know him. Only
| know this fellow lsft a mailing
} nddress care of Brien
+ Y0, K. saild Myra. “Bygones
| ure byg'trnes i( you get the dia-
! monds? | Right?
i “You bet.”
] “Then come and meet the boys
,Bnd don't say & word when you
\ Bet a presont.”
+ Bhe led them back to the room
'whm the boys were geated in-
| decisively around the tree. Benny
1seemed pale and elightly nhnmk,
‘but the 1wo men took no notice of

Ini:mducUms were completed
th whispered ssides to Fardy
his aunt to leave it all to her
then Myta took charge of the
ings from the alling
ny, but she kept him In the
le of Santa Claus.
"va, boys,"” said Myra., “Ow-
to the unexpected departure
Santa Claus to parta nown
e will aske Mr, Benny Brien to
} hlﬂh_-ltu and I'll substitute for
16 Queen of the Fairles. A bit of
anticlimax if you get the joke
it if you get the presents it's all
dhe same to you.”
She began to pull parcels from
:hn tres and hand them to the
uspecting Benny. He read ths
of the reciplents and passed
em over, 'I‘hm Myra casually in
18 stream presents leaned
ﬂthebnukofthamennd
a small red parcel.

W ahe. salds "It this jent

Clearance

Boys'

A Real Chance to Save
Boys’ Dark Suits - Sizes 4 to 7—Now

$4.49 to $5.98

MONTGOMERY WARD

Suits

ADD UP TH' S

A £PY..,MAY AFF

YEAR,| SORTA l.'.KE

[BY THE WAY, CAPTAIN, |
I WOLLDA'T MENTION
ANYTHING ABOUT THAT
DANCER'S ARREST AS

FUTURE DEVELOP-

UNDERSTAND,

MEW YEARS EVE,

| UKE TO ST

LR HALE TH MIGHT=+

USTEN TO MNEW YEARS,

C.‘N TH' RADIO, HIT
W YORK-CHICAGO -

ucrwm TH WEST coasT!

CHINESE FORCE OM
A STROMG JAPANMESE
Bas% 1M SOUTHERN

HIMA ===

THE JAPANESE FO

1S GEMERAL OLIVER
WARBUCIEE, WHOM THE
ENEMY REPORTED A%
HAVING BEEM KILLED,
EARLY LAST NOVEMBER--
THAT REPORT WAE
NEVER CONMRMED -

‘ORCE,OF
OVER THREE THOUGANMD
WAS WIPED OUT, TO

1 |3“A0\rs:c
Ry, | HOUSECLH
s COMPAN

ECT

_1
K

M

= X ===
(WHEM ARE | AS SCOMN AS WE GET KANV Frooks M & &b
SOME GCOD ACCOUNTS THAT NEED NOT TODAY,
STARTING | --—-LARD IS5 GOING FROM _LEANING T ( IM AFRAID--
BUSINESS DOCR o DCOR. ! WINDOWS BUT THANK
2 WASHED? YOU FOR
CALLING !
ﬁf“"‘ =

AW
| SORTNGTON
RN

= == = e
Boots and Her Buddies

[ SUPPOSE, FOR WSTANCE | |
AN ENEMY PLANE 0\\5\';":

BUT IT LOOKS
LIKE THEY'RE
CONNA BREAK

CENTER /!

(WERE DOIN'OUR BEST,
YOUR HIGHNESS,

THROUGH OUR

WE

WE'RE DOINLITS MAN-POWER WE
NEED, TO LAUNCH A DIVERSION/
COULD WIN THIS WAR Iff 4

THERE gg‘:‘;NSOME WAY WE_<7|

HE COULDMT DO MUCH MORE THI\N)
|

4

L

——
ANY RUGS THAT
NEED CLEANING,
OR STUFF LII:EL

(_”OW'D
You
m o

FourTEEN ' No THANK
YOUS L« SIX Y LLL HAVE
TO_THINK, IT ovERS !
“ AND FOUR * 1 ‘-HOL.ILD
SAY NOTS 7/

/ come
ARCUND !

THAT 2 NEXT WEEK !

Bl

L1842 1Y NEA SERVICE, e,
\ T, i
. .G U5 FAY, OFFAY By Blossor

AND LM Nor
INTERESTED IN

AND VISIT WITH THAT...
THAY omsuTALSHIMMY .
DANCER! sUCH CRUDE
BEHAVIOR,SIR, IS

NEXCuSABL !

YOUR SR\W$ BAS TO
T NWMBLE -~

e v T

CvOL'u.‘;;1 ‘fOLJR

= | 1
; ADVA)-LFHL: NEM‘:‘NELIMhS

By V. T. Hamlin




