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CHAPTER X
“Nar golng?™
"No."

#You're ataylng?®

*Yeah."

*You're crazy”

*T aln't erazy.™

*Then why are you staylng?™

*“We're having a Christmnas
porty”

“And you're Santa Claus™

Beano was stubborn, “When I
was a kid I never had fun at
Christmas time. Now I can help
thess kids to have a good time and
I'm not golng to spoil thelr party.
Bealdes, there's » turkey in there
a8 blg as an ostrich, and I don't
want to miss that turkey dinner

“Not it It costs you 20 years in
the pen?”

“T'11 beat it after dinner, not be-
fore."

“You'll beat it with a palr of
cuff links on your wrists that
won't coma off till they unlock
them ™

Heano's Jaw set like & rock and
PBenny shrugged his shoulders, He
had seen Beano like that before
snd knew he was beyond the in-
fluence of sweet reason.

He ehrugged his shoulders
agaln, tople enother mince ple and
went to Join the others. He was
not any too happy about the sit-
uation.

Benny returnad to the wide lv-
ing room of the lounge whera &
cheerful fire was blazing in the
stone fireplace,

The Christmas tree was gay
with color and sparkling with tin-
sel Everybody had been so busy

' that no one had noticed his ab-

some paper to wrap them up In*
She handed him n sheet of pa-
per with bells and holly on it
“Hold thls a moment,” sald
Beano, *1I'll go and flx myself,”
He handed her a small packet.
It was labeled “To Leona with all
my love from you know who," She
held it, waiting for him to return,
wondering to what depths Beano
had been smitten by the sultry
beauly of Leonn. She turned the

fA an apartment of her own with
all the movie magazines and a
box of chocolates, and a husband
to come Nome nt night and take
her to a show.

(To Be Comtinued)

Tear fluld s an exceedingly
powerful destrover of bacterin,
necording to the discoveries of
an English biologist.

The tongue yields approxi-
mately 8 per cent of the oil ex-
tracted from each whale.

There are 317,000 lcensed

dogs in New York City.

Florence Nightingale was born
May 15, 1820,

little parcel over in her hands and
something of the shape of the dia-
mongds inside came through to her
touch, She pressed a little harder,
letting her fingers follow the
hardness and feeling the stones
move under her touch,

Then Beano was back, taking
the litile parcel from her. He tled
it carefully well up In the back of
the tree and smiled with a satis-
faction that confirmed Myra's sus-
piclons, Then she noticed that he
was with Leona, nodding at the
tree and going info an involved
explanation. Leona chewed candy
as he talked and gave no hint that
her peace of mind was in any way
disturbed.

That night, Leona sat up in bed
late to make up her beauty sleep
and to plan her future, It seemed
mainly to consist in convineing her
father that Beano was a gentle-

man with means of his own that
could be split with the family if
her father was insistent, She
would also have to convince her
father that Beano's Infentions
were honest and that it would pay |
better than her new job &z an
artist’s model

After deciding her course of ac-
tlon with her difficult parent she
began {o dream of her trousseau
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By William
Ferguson

pence, He joined Ross B
who was taking a moment off
while Fay went disentangling
some problem with Myra.

“Nice girl you gok® His eyes
watched Fay.

#She’s not my girl™ sald Ross.

“That's right” sald Benny.
*“Keep away from them.™

*Not me” sald Ross. “I love
h.

‘yalt H1 you get older,” sald
Benny. Thers was a warning nots
i hig volce,

*Nothing dolng” sald Ross
“You're only young twice and the
tims it's too late”
¢ *"Well, i you must, pick 'em ke
t* He nodded towards Fay.
ow that's a nice kid. Too skinny
my ftaste but look at that
all over her face, but it's
genuine thing. Get her and

keep her

*T'm not playing for keeps”

Berny drifted over to Fay and
Myra. Myra noted the slight un-
wasiness that dampened his usual
RBAUrADCE, -

, “Feeling good, Benny?*

*Sure, I am, but them kids
won't if they're going to eat all
that stuff in the kitchen."

Meanwhile Beano was thinking
hard. You couldn't trust anyone
In these days, least of all a pair
of dicks whoee job was to recover
the diamonds fo save thelr com-
pany paying out a heavy sum for
Insurance. Guys that would choose
a time like Christmas to chase
other guys who hadn't really done
anything wrong couldn’t be
trusted to understand how inno-
cent & guy really was. But if they
couldn't find the lce they couldn'{
pin enything on him unless Benny
was playing ball with them for the
reward for recovery,

* S 8 B

BEANO felt alone and deserted,

At least Leona was faithful
Absentmindedly he hitched a leg
vp and half sat on the table,

Then a sudden inspiration hil
him, The Christmas treel If he
went up to Leona’s room and gok
the rest of th* Ire he could put it
all together in the leather pouch
and wrap it up in some red paper,
He could lsbel it, “To Leona, with
all my love, from you know who,"
and hang it on the tree,

They wouldn't be giving the
presents until after the turkey
dinner, He could fell Ieona so
the wouldn't open it. He'd hava
lo be Santa Claus agaln to make
ure nothing went wrong, Then
If the dicks did come. before he
ot away they could search the

+house from top {o bottom and they

wouldn't find a thing. 'Who would

* think of searching a Christmas

tree for hot fce?

The more he thought of it the
better he liked the idea.

A little '1ater he was bending
somewhere eround the back of
!.ha tres. Myra strolled round to

"Dm't tell anyone I told you,”
she gald, “but it looks to me as if
you've been sitting In something"

Berano's hand went around io
quickly,
“Mincemeat, he sald, “Must have
nt on aome piea in the kitchen'

“Saamg llke it sald Myra.
#They're so soft you'd hardly no-
tion it

Yeah," uld Beano, “I thought
tt was warm.”

“Just out of the oven. It's hard
b mi’ln tiat way. Hae's

ALLIGATORS

WITH smus monr-. THAN .S?‘XF.FE)’LONG
THE FOSSIL SKULL

ONCE LIVED IN TEXAS/
OF ONE HAS BEEN RESTORED,

COPR. 1942 BY NZA STAVICE, NG,

Foon GIBRALTAR TO THE
SUEZ CANAL BY WAY OF THE

MEDITERRANEAN

IS ABOUT THE SAME DISTANCE. [

AS MEW YO R, C/7Y IS
FROM SAV D560,
CAL~oRvA,

7. M. REC. U, 8. PAT. OFF,

12-30
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MOVIE ACTOR

HORIZONTAL

Answer to Previous Pumle

21 Malayan coln.

1,6 Pictured VS AR OIGIL U] 22 Become,
movie actor. [EEEIR|[A[SHEAERIAIS gggggﬁ'“h y

12 Part of “be» [AAREFER | [TIERMANA| 27 Head (slang).

13 Short for RIALIT HIEE Bl 52 Acriform fuel.

Melyin, GIOGEE] SR LEREEL__ 35 Steep flax.

14 Neckwear, DIEFESIC E[SISIEIN 35 Solid food.

15 Negative word [RIOE TIHIE PMANDNU[REBELIT] 36 Spinning foy.

18 Nothing, RI1A|HIAIM S AIT] 38 Welght of

18 Is (Latin). ClAIN I SITIEIRIEEN|O India,

20 Encountered. [BIE|I[NIG OINEF |AIU|L[T] 41 Pinch,

22 Small lump. CIDIEHIE[] R|1]0] 48 Hawaiian
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e. pee
28 Sun god. Sl SRR 48 Abstract being
:E glusic Eoie. motion VERTICAL 50 Small horse,
eseech, pictures. 52 Total,

33 Sleeping, 54 Beret, 1Company. &3 ceagay hill,

37 Near, 56 Weep, 2 Prince, 55 Insane,

30 Insect. 58 Festival, 3 Ream (abbr.). 57 Animal,

40 Completea. 61 Health resort. 4 Driving order. 59 Part of body.

42 Sun, 64 Geographical 5 Otherwizae, 60 Talents,

44 Child. drawing, 8 Street (abbr.). 62 Prong.

46 Pastry. 87 Caolor. 7 Endeavor, 63 Since,

47 Sheltered side. 60 Trick. / 8 Born, 65 Bustle,

49 2000 pounds, . 70 Self. 8 Helf an em. 68 Friend.

51 Postmaster 72 Water barrier,10 Wand. 68 Expire.

(abbr.). 74 Be sick. 11 He is a sereen 71 Upon.
52 He played the 78 That one, _ 73 Mother,
——ina 77 Venetian boat, 17 Throw slowly. 75 Symbol for
serles of 78 Rules, 10 Fox. lithium.
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WHAT
INFORMATION
HAS SHE?

(115 A DELICATE SITUATION, SUH, SHE HAS
SOME INFORMATION WHICH SHES WILLING TO
TURN OVER TO US... IN RETURN,I THOUGHT IT
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE T0O SAVE HER LIFE BY
. ARRAMNGING A PRISON SENTENCE
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1+ BUT DINNY AND T WERE
BUSY ORGANIZING THIS
BAND OF REFUGEES

AGAINST EENN'S THUGS

THEY'WVE JUST

{ OH, HO! THA‘T‘
MEANS JUST

EMZ \ ONE THING
2 ) T “;@ ]
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- 59 V. Tn‘ Hamlin




