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CHAPTER IX

and o great capacity,

“Funny,” she eaid. *“Peopl
phoning from Montreal all
way for nothing®

“Yeah,” replled Beano with a
ple In each hand.

“There’s n cup of coffee on the
stove to wnsh it down said
Myra.

A guy gels hungry up In this
mow," said Beano,
“Lots of ice here later on”

sald Myra,
“I'll bet," sald Beano,
*Cold stufl, ice,” sald Myra.
*Yeah

P "‘hmny how you read about

bhot fce”

“Yoah, In books™

*Sure, in books," echoed Myra.
*You read books!™

*“Not with hot ice in 'em.” Then

.=  Beano laughed at what he thought

was his own private joke, He
dld not realize Myra was sharing

It
YFunny how wrong calls come

'.fl‘ through, That was from a man

called Ridley, Ever hear of him?"

Beano shook his head. It ob-
viously didn't register,

“Said he was from the National
Insurance Company.”

Beano dropped the mince ple
straight In his coffee, then picked
it out as it disintegrated in his

fingers,
“What was thal,” he asked

hoarsely,
“National Insurance Company. |
That's the limit, trying to sell in= |

surance on Christmas Eve.”
“Selling ingurance, You sure of
tha(?"
“Maybe he wanted to buy some
fce.” She said it cesually, pre-
« tending not to look at Beano, but
she saw from the corners of her
eyes that his face tock on an
expression of a deflated balloon.
“You sald ice. Did he say that?"
“Sure, he didn't. T was kidding.
Let's join the others™ She left
him, but Beano stayed. She was
sure now, and she was also sure
she held more strings of the de-

senss of great tragedy. Here he
was at the peak of his life, with
wealth and, what {3 more, ths
love of a good woman and he
could feel the pursuit at his heels,
He was torn with anguish. Just

he was sbout to. go straight

his own, he was sbout 1o be

pped.

Beano McCluskey had to get

of that ice quickly, After all,

he didn't hawve it they couldn't
on him, So Beano

wrapping the kids' presents
a little something from you
who and don't let anyone

know you've got it, it's hot.
| On second thought it would be

tter not to let her know it was |,

t

At that moment Benny slipped

ito the kitchen with a swift look

him to see no one else
was following.

“Hya Beano, studying house-
keeping?"

. “Just looking sround™

“Around what?"

“Around the kitchen™ gald
Beano, “Nice kitchen."

“Yeah, clean. Nice mince ples,
bave one?” i

“No thanks, Benny.”

“Don't thank me. What are
these? Huh-huh, ssusage rolls,
what do you think of that? Nice
loo, have one?”

*No thanks, Benny,™

*“Don't thank me, pass me that
plate of cookies, have one, no?"

Y“No thanks, Benny."

¥No thanks, Someons been
leaching you manners? Wouldn't
be Leona, would it3"

“Them's natural.”

“I see you been teaching her a
few things."

“"Gee, she learns quick” There
was a fouch of reverence in
Beano's volce.

“Them kind do. What you
teaching her?”

"Sll:'me as I'm Jearning, anat-

omy,

¥She's got enough already, You
wouldn't be teaching her anything
else, would you? Nothing 1o do
with ice?"

“Tee?” gald Beano trying to
think quickly but without much

Success,

“Yeah, fce?”

“Dlidn't you say you didn't want
nothing to do wid dat ice?"

“Sure I safd if, but I'd kind of
ke 1o keep track of it, just to sea
it didn't get you into trouble, Not
that I'd fonch {t.”

“I knew you wouldn't Benny,"
Beano looked round like a trapped
animal looking for some way of
escape from a frap,

“I'ye been thinking It over after
what you sald, Benny, the otner
doy, and I figured out you was
right

LI
SUVJHAT do you mean, I was
lersht?."
' #¥ou and ma have always been
stralght and that ice ain't for us,
not even i€ It costs us five grand.”

“Say, you ain't losing your grip
are you?'

“Ng. Benny, But I was think-
ing, belng up here and New Year's
roming soon we ought to turn

pver a new

réturned to the kitchen,

Tpoano with frety beead
eano w a

:&n plea for which she had

discovered he had a weakness |

03
this

get rid of it, give it to eoieone
who could use it and not know
it was hol”

“Leona?" sald Benny, letting
each syllable fall with a slow
motion,
|  “That's it,” sald Beaono. "She'a
| m good girl, she is. She can take

care of it until they stop chasing

me and then maybe we can come

L and get you when we're marcied

| and maybe if you've got a show
"

The pin points of Benny's eyes
held him transfixed. Beano' ran
his finger round the band of his
collar nervously.

“You ste, Benny, there's some
dicks comingafter us"

“What?" Benny swallowed &
mouthful of cookies and held his
throat for a moment with the
paln of swallowing too much at
once, The delny gave Beano a
moment to realize that for once
he had Benny on the run,

“Sure, vyou hcard that tele-
phone just now. It was the dicks
| from the National Insurance Com-

Benny's face went white, Then
gradually the color came back.
He took another mince ple and
became normal once more,

iell, I told you so. I tald
you I'd have nothing to do with
| it and now look what you've got
yourself into. If T was you I'd
beat it, take the car and beat it
right now, take her with you

for all I care, and If you get |

twenly years in the pen don't
tell 'em vou know me and T'll
have something nice lined up for
| you when you get out, and Leana
too. That's more than the Maxos
would do for you"

“Thanks, Benny, you mean get |
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“Hey, you, cut out whistling at
all the WAVES!"

Pennsylvania man left a large
share of his estate to his lawyer,
Maoybe he figured to save his
relatives a lot of trouble,

Now, more than ever, road
hogs who run wild ought to be
hog-tied!

The only place it Is patriotle
to exceed the speed limit is on
the road to success—at your
work!

Champ boxer of an Illinols
town was blackjacked by a rob-
ber, No chance to defend his
crown,

It it's a "frozen™ article you
need, advertise for a used one
in the classified

and they'd never think of Tooking
far you there
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WELL, MY MA
SAIR SHE DIDN'T
WANT ANYTHING
THATS BY THE
STOVE -= SHE SAID
SHE LIRES 10 O
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COOKRIN'Y/
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out now?” “I ain't goingl®™ A stubborn
“Sure, beat it, go north. If | sullen tone In Beano's voice jerked

| you go straight up north from i Benny with surprise.

here you get to the North Pols | (To Be Continued)
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A WOODPECKER'S
TONGUE

IS LONGER THAN ITS"

WHO HAS BEEN FLYING IN
THE DARK FOR MORE THAN
AN HOUR CAN SEE THE

AN AIRPLANE PILOT
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-, "Go on, said Benny danger~

Pien, 50 1 figured T ought to
-
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12 Efls English
(abbr.).

18 Headstrong.

14 Ages,

15 Symbol for
erbjum.

16 Swiss river.

SE

1B Iron (symbol). Gﬁ GIEISIE

18 Roman road. [S5ElMlolaiN

20 Collection of FFiRTAITINIS
facts, .

21 Peculiarity, 46 Entity, VERTICAL

2o onulee. 48 Triumphed, 1 Scorch.

27 Anger. 49 Distect, 2 Symbol for

28 Duteh city. 52 Office of Ekrypton.

30 South latitude  Civillan 3 Float,
(abbr.). Def 4 Employ,

31 German city,  (abbr.) 5Be quiet!

34 International 53 One who 6 Soap hemp,
language, Inherits, 7 Exlat,

35 Artlele. 56 Pair (abbr.), BMessengers,

36 Music note. 58River (Sp.)., 0 Bone.

37 Decigram. 57 Lira (abbr.), 10 Smooth.

38 County in 58 Boat paddles, 11Russian
Arizona, 59 Let fall mountains,

40 Mass of butler 61 Any, 12 Consuma,

41 Tea container, 62 He is the —— 17 Fury.

45 Negative, - 20 Mimjes.

22 Type of moth,

24 Gaelic,

28 Fragrant
oleoresin,

28 Work unit,

28 Drone bee.

30 Chinese city.

32 Note in,
Guido’s scale,

33 Louse egg.

35 Preposition,

39 Sour,

40 Gush,

42 West African

mortar.

43 Seottish burial
mound.,

44 Chief priest of
a shrine
(Babylon.).

45 Symbol for
sodium.

48 Sift.

47 Beige.

49 Out of’, .

60 Prevaricator,

51 2000 pounds.

54 Bitter vetch.

55 Before
(prefix).

58 All right
(collog.).

50 Dactor (a%br.)

60 Jumbled iype
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PUNJAB, AND TH ASR
AND CHUCK! THEY

HOLD ONLRED! INE |
GOTTA IDEAZ LE'S
TAKE HIM SNIPE
HUNTIN BE

WHY, I'LL BREAK
THAT PEEWEE'S
COLLDN'T !
10 FOOL..
SUCKERS !
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DoNT LeavE us NOW, mageL!
YOU'RE QUR LAST SERVANT, AND
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Freckles and His Friends
CAPTAIN EASYS APOLOGIES, COLONEL.)( T DUNNO, SIR, BUT [ WITH HER? )

HE'S DOWNSTAIRS 0 SEE YoU . HE'S
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L 5
Wash Tubbs

HE WANTS TO KNOW
WHAT HE SHOLLD
"DPO WITH HER

HER?

; i
LETS CALL THE BARKERS, SORrRRY. MR. LASHLEY, BUT

FATHER , AND SEE IF WE MAGNOLIA IS NOW A
CAN BORROW MAGNOUA, WELDER ! AND GUESS
THEIR CoOK ! s WHAT L AM [/ ,
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[YES,SIR. SHE'S

] WELL, CAPTAN! L NOTICE THERE'S LIPSTICK |
ON YOUR FACE. DOES THAT IMPLY THAT YoU
CAPTURE LADY SPIES MERELY BY Kl THEM?

IF $0, YO HAVE GREATER TALENTS THAN WE 5~
_ REALIZE .

A KNOCKOUT,
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WHY, OF COURSE T HAVE A RADIO!
MY GOODRESS, DONT YOU REMEMBER
KAGE. WE CARRIED

THAT BIG PAC

s

BACK HERE TO MOO?
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r{}ff ke T ';L BALOA
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WHEN DR, WONMLG SENT LS

AGE

OHMEH,,, DOC
TO FIND RLBBER TO
MAKE UP FOR TH' SHORT

SED BY TH'

WAL Y ALY Py GLM,
OO0LA, T THINK T'VE

FOUND SOME,
Tt ]

THAT'S GONKA HAFTA WAIT ) (( AN'BY TH WAY, )

A BPELL., MEBBE YO DON'T WHY y
KKNOW [T, BUT WE'VE GOT e,mg%%ﬁ;w
A MESS RIGHT HERE » GIVE U2 SOME

THAT'S GOT TO BE - HELP?

CLEANED UP

Nt

By V. T. Hamlin




