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Trams Kofrelnikovski,
Key Rail City,

Falls to Reds
WO

BATTLEFLARES

ALONG FRONT

IN TUNISIA

MOSCOW, Wednesday, Dec. 30 (AP) Russian
troops have captured Kotelnikovski, key rail center 90
miles southwest of Stalingrad, it was announced officially
early today.

A special , communique said the town and railway;
station both were occupied and large amounts of equip-
ment captured, including 17 German planes and a con
voy of tanks.

The communique said other red army troops con-
tinued their offensive operations on the middle Don and
"" "" central fronts.

Knox Reveals
Damage to Ship
Early in War

WASHINGTON, Doc. 28 (IP)

Secrotury of tho Navy Knox
said today that very early In
the war an American battle-
ship had struck an uncharted
reef but had long since been
repaired.

The secretary was asked at a
press conference regarding re-

ports such a mishap had
and ho replied, "I don't

think thero Is any harm in say-
ing that In tho very early stages
of the war ono of tho battle-
ships did hit on uncharted reef
and was repaired a long time
ogo."

He did not enlarge on the
occurrence other than to say
that it had occurred.

The reports about which the
secretory was told were that
tho Incidont had occurred In the
South Pacific.

Tho secretary also said, In re-- ,

(Continued on Page Two)

E

ODT Staff Members to
Aid in Adjustment

Of Claims
r

WASHINGTON. Dec. 20 (IP)
The office of defense transporta-
tion Is beginning to see daylight
ahead on Its farm truck mileage
rationing program, after a period
of confusion in which even ODT
officials admit their hastily as-

sembled machlnory for getting
rations to farmers "hadn't
worked loo well."

With OPA's local ration boards
now handling Issuance of tempor-
ary rations to farmers, govern-
ment sources said the budget
bureau' has declined to permit
ODT to expand its field opera-
tions beyond tho 142 district of-

fices already established.
No Extension

Although ODT feels it should
have more district offices ' in

'
(Continued on Pago Two)

SP Main Lino Over
Cascades Reopened
Tuesday Morning

EUGENE, Dec. 29 (IP) The
Southern Pacific main line over
the Cascade mountains was re-

opened this, morning at 9:80 a.
m. after crews which worked all
night through a snow storm cut
a path through the tons of mud
and timber from a landslide
which struck a southbound train
Sunday evening, fatally Injuring
one man and hurting 13 others,
had covered the track to a depth
of 12 to IB feet. Tho slido, com-
ing from the peak of a timbered
ridge which sloped up from tho
track near Wicopee station high
above McCrcdlo Springs, cover-
ed several hundred feet of track
and derailed eight cars.

By ROGER O. GREENE
Associated Press War Editor
On the soviet front, Adolf Hit-

ler's cry for "living space" ech-
oed with terrible urgency for 22
German divisions trapped be-

fore Stalingrad as the Russians
stormed within three miles of
Kotelnikovski, 90 miles south-
west of the Volga metropolis,
and thrust within 45 miles of a
junction with red army troops
driving across the middle Don
steppes toward Rostov.

Dispatches said Kotelnikovski,
which served as a main base for
the nazi siege armies before
Stalingrad, was now hemmed
tightly on three sides, and the
soviet command announced:

"The enemy, is sending special
detachments to cover up the re-
treat of his troops."

Front
By closing the gap

between Kotelnikovski and the
middle Don, Col.-Ge- Nikolai F.
Valutin's legions would force a:
secon6Vring of steeV around the
beleaguered nazis. r ;

Latest advices said the red
armies were driving ahead on a
300-mil- e front spreading fanwise
from the Ukraine to a point deep
in the wind-swe- Kalmyck
steppelands of the Caucasus.

Soviet troops were reported to
have recaptured Kichkino, 42
miles north of Elista, the Kal-

myck capital.
Millerovo Imperiled

Other red army columns were
pictured as having advanced
within 100 miles of Rostov, gate-
way to the Caucasus, after hav-

ing virtually surrounded the
German rail hub at Millerovo,
120 miles north of Rostov.

Millerovo itself was sharply
imperiled as soviet troops fought
their way into Ternovy, only two
miles northwest of the town.

Nazi quarters asserted vaguely
that a Russian force "encircled"
for several days in the Don river
bend had been "routed" with
heavy losses.

A Finnish communique said
red army troops, ending a pro-
tracted lull on the far north
front, had launched heavy at-
tacks against Finnish- lines be-
tween Lakes Ladoga and Onega,
east of d Leningrad,
but declared they had been re-

pulsed.

Ed Ostendorf will head a new
branch of the civilian defense
council ' here to be known as
the U. S. Citixens Service Corps.

Ed Ostendorf teamed
Head 'U. S. Citizens

: Service Corps'

Beginning January 1, a new
branch, of the civilian defense
council will, function ':. with Ed
Ostendorf as its head,: according
to Earl 'C.: ''Reynolds, civilian
.aetense coordinator,-- " yfya r-

With the title of Director of
the U. S. Citizens Service Corps;
Ostendorrs new duties will in
clude additional organization of
the civilian defense set-u-p aside
from the section already active
and headed by Commander G.
A. Krause.

Among the active local needs
for this branch, the Citizens
Service corps will deal with
salvage, war savings, victory
gardens, nutrition, neighborhood
or block leader plan, providing
a close-kni- t central organization
to direct these activities. Assist
ants to the director will be an
nounced later by Ostendorf, as
well as plans for setting up the
various sections and activities
which .will' be handled by the
group.

Ostendorf is a retired auto
mobile dealer who is devoting
much of his time to civic serv-
ice, Reynolds pointed out. He is
president-elec- t of the Kiwanis
club, and has been .helping in
the rationing program.

French Somaliland
Lines Up With
Fighting French ;

LONDON, Dec. 29 (P) Gen.
Charles de Gaulle's headquarters
announced today that French
Somaliland in East Africa has
aligned itself officially with the
Fighting French.

The Croix de Lorraine flag
of the Fighting French has been
flying at ' Djibouti since ' last
night, headquarters said.

The number, of French troops
there was not - disclosed, but a
spokesman said that the major-
ity previously had come across
the border to join the allies.

T D E

AHEAD TOWARD

bia E

Allies Deepen Wedge
Into Jap Lines

In Buna

By The Associated Press
Gen. Sir Archibald P. Wa-veil-

legions driving back into
Japanese-conquere- Burma from
India wcro officially reported
today to have reached the vicin-
ity of Rathcdaung, 29 miles
northwest of the big enemy base
at Akyab, after a e ad-
vance through treacherous
coastal swamps from the Indian
frontier, .'. -

A British communique said
Gen. Wavcll's patrols clashed
briefly with Japanese troops
near Rathcdaung on the night
of December 27, and the enemy
retreated after an exchange' of
fire.

' British Push
The drive to Rathcdaung,

seven miles Inland frorn the;

Bay of Bengal coast, represent-
ed an advance of approximate'... nn II- - ' A l.lkul-- Ily u nuics Mum luviiiaiigyvvr,
which BrltUlv4coopa ' captured
a week' ago., ,vi "? rj

At tho same time, roundabout
reports from Japanese-doml-

ated Bangkok, Thailand, said
other British troops had reached
the Chlndwln River valley in
Burma In a push through the
Chin hills to the north.

There was still no indication
(Continued on Page Two)

Wallace Proposal
Seen as Trial
Balloon for FDR

WASHINGTON, Dee. 29 (IP)
Vice President Wallace's propos-
al for a world council after the
war to direct the planned global
economy was viewed- in some
congressional quarters today as
possibly - a "trial balloon", for
President Roosevelt's address to
congress on January 7.

Wallace, who is known to have
consulted with the president
while preparing his speech, said
In a broadcast commemorating
the birthday of Woodrow Wil- -

(Continued on Page Two).

Portland Draft
Board Gets a
Christmas Card

PORTLAND, Ore., Dec. 29 (IP)
A Portland draft board received
this Christmas greeting
from PFC Anthony P. Sheridan,
29, Portland (drafted last spring)
from one of the Pacific island
war theaters:

"Merry Christmas. Having a
wonderful time. Wish you
were here (Instead of me)."

ver, railroad man; Tom Chat-bur-

Merrill attorney; Lee
Jacobs, radio station official;
Leigh Ackerman, police judge
who, retires voluntarily from
that job at the end of the year;
Elbert Veatch, abstractor.

It is rumored that William
Ganong, local attorney, who has
been suggested in" some quar-
ters, has indicated he is not in-

terested in the appointment.
A running start seems to have

been achieved by Craver, who
got the endorsement of the nom-

inating committee of the county
democratic central committee
before Boivin had announced
his resignation. The committee
Is said to have met last Satur-
day night, apparently on ad-- .

(Continued on Page Two) I

Leaving

- Sj;v V

Charles Stanflold, who came
here in 1938 to become director
of music in the high school, re-

signed Monday night and will
go into business In Dyersville,
Tenn.

W1USIGP0ST HERE

Resignation to Be Ef-

fective on Janu-- -

... -- arv '3 -

. Charles Stanfield submitted
his resignation from the high
school music department at
Monday night's meeting of the
school boards.

The resignation was made ef-
fective as of January 8, the
board releasing him from his
contract. Stanfield Is going-int-

the greenhouse and floral busi-
ness at Dyersburg, Tenn., and
will direct a professional band
and symphony orchestra there.
He formerly lived In that dis-
trict.

Works Reviewed
Stanfield came here in 1938

from Durango, Colo., to take
over direction of the high school
music department.

In submitting his resignation,
Stanfield made a report on the
work he has done here.

He said that when he came
here the band department had
24 students, whereas 122 were

;. (Continued on Page Two) ,

Berlin Reports
Smashing of Allied
Convoy Bound South

BERLIN (From German Broad-
casts), Dec. 29 (IP) The German
high command declared in a spe-
cial communique today that in
a two-da- y running attack axis
submarines had smashed a con-

voy bound south from Britain
and sunk IS cargo ships total-
ing 85,000 tons as well as a de-

stroyer .and a corvette among
the escorting vessels.

Three other ships received
torpedo hits, the broadcast said.
The climatic sinkings were said
to have occurred last night.

(There was no. confirmation of
the report from allied sources.

(A German report recorded In
London said the .convoy was
American and that It had been
followed until It was near the
French (perhaps ' French. North
African) coast).

War Bulletin
FRENCH ARMY

HEADQUARTERS.
Tunisia, Dec. 29 (IP) French
forces have cut an important
road after a fierce dawn bat-
tle in a drive, backed by al-

lied tanks and planes, through
the central Tunisian hills
south of It was
announced tonight.

The French said the area
had been cleared of the
enemy and credited a pic-
turesque detachment of For-

eign Legionnaires with a
prominent part in the fight- -

tag.

V By FRANK JENKINS
fcOR the moment, our global

wnr ha bacome almost u ono.
ring circus. Tho ring that holds
pur nttanllon to tho practical
exclusion of tho others Is Russia.

The possibilities that ere shap-
ing up there are Impressive In-

deed,

.nrllE Russians' great wlntor
In tho south that has

been holding our breathless at-

tention develops today another
.prong making three In all. The
point of this now prong Is al-

ready thrusting at tho gates of
Kotclnlkovskl, 100 miles south-was- t

of Stalingrad on the d

leading to Tlkhoretsk, south
of Rostov,

It Is WIDER than a mere
' prong, for the Russians are re-

ported today to be within 40
miles of Elista, 100 miles south-
west of Kotclnlkovskl. ,

"One guesses from this that they
re sweeping around to the south

in a movement that has POWER
behind it.

'PHIS Impression of power be--

hind the Russian drive is
trengthened by dispatches re-

porting that In four days the
Russian columns approaching
Kotclnlkovskl from THREE di-

rections have advanced nearly
80 miles.

In yesterday's big surge that
carried thenv- - to within two
miles of the city's outskirts, they
advanced nearly 15 miles.

A The Implication bock of these
gains Is that German resistance
is beginning to crumble.

TJOLSTER1NQ this Implication,
the soviet high command says

today (referring to the Kotclnl-
kovskl fighting):

"The enemy Is sending In
apeclol detachments TO COVER
VP THE RETREAT OF HIS
TROOPS."

At tho present critical stage
of the fighting, any hint that the
Germans are beginning to RE-
TREAT Is fascinatingly interest-
ing.

'THE crisis of the great battle of
' southern Russia will come If
and whon Hitler abandons his
costly Stalingrad adventuro and
tarts trying to. get his armies

nui oi iiih irnn wnoan lnwn inn
Russians era fighting to close on

CJT .
VjEANWHILE, thero comes to- -

day from the Finns In the
far north a report thnt tho Rus-

sians, after a long lull, have
taken the offensivo between
Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega,
to the northeast of Leningrad,
It Is significant as Indicating
Russian power to strike at points
separated by vnst distances.

EVERYTHING depends on
Russian striking powor,

tv'T'HERE Is a general theory that
the Germans wore taken by

urprise In Northern Africa. This
writer Is inclined to doubt that.
- For weoks before we launched
our African offensive, the Ger-
man radio was telling nervously
of allied operations in that quar-
ter. It was the German radio
that first announced the pros--nc- o

of American- - troops In
Uibarln. Days bctoro the African

blow foil, the German radio was
telling of heavy allied naval con-
centrations at Gibraltar,

? It Is a fair guess that the Ger-
mans had an Inkling of what
was coming but wcro so deeply
Involved In Russia that they
COULDN'T DO ANYTHING
ABOUT IT.

'. Jf that is true, it Is much more
significant than if they were
taken completely by surprise.....,
IfNOWlNG what was coming In

Africa but LACKING the
ability to do anything to meet
it would mean that Hitler had
his hands full to overflowing al-

ready and KNEW It.'.THERE'S a little more news
today from Burma.

'The British are reported only
O) miles from Akyab, having ad-

vanced apparently about 20 miles
, '; (Continued on Page Two)

Allied . Planes Strike
. At Nazi: Supply

f Columns

LONDdN, Dee. 29 m United
States troops were reported to-

day to haye withdrawn from the
hill position six miles northeast
of Medjez-El-Ba-b which they
win In fierce fighting Christmas
day. . .';

A communique. from .the Unit,
ed States; war. department said
the withdrawal was Wde'after
Inflicting severe, casualties on the
enemy.". ,

-

Fighters Strafe Nails
German broadcasts said nazt

troops had captured the. height,
fighting along the front, to the
south. One broadcast, said an
American attack, )ncntpil. Tur
nlsla west of Kalrouan had' been,
epmsed,;qd anotb,: reported.

that United.' Sfates, troops, had
entered 'GaftaV ibmi200 miles
below TttnM, on'th road

' to
Sfax. -- ?;',;..' ':'is :

Allied fighter1, planes struck
across the breadth of : Tunisia
In a strafing, attack, on .German
truck columns moving men, gas
oline and equipment along the
road between Tripoli and e,

150 miles southeast of the
Port of Gabes..

Allied headquarters, In"North
Africa said they destroyed 21
German trucks.

Patrol Action
The war department commun-

ique reported, at least 12 other
enemy vehicles destroyed in at
tacks by the fighters.;- - Only-on-

of the fighters was lost
U. S. bombers smashed anew

at the docks and harbor of
Sousse yesterday .without loss.

The communique said- that
"our patrols In the northern area
were in contact with the enemy
during the. night of December

Rains Ease '

'

Torrential rains which have
held up any large-scal-e actions
In Tunisia were reported yester-
day to be easing, but the ground
still was slippery and muddy.

To the east In the-hug- North
African 'battlefront, meanwhile,
the British eighth army was ad-

vancing well; beyond Slrte In Its
chase of Field; Erwin Rommel's
Libyan. army, , : '

Coast Guard
Headquarters Set
For Ocean Park ;

"
SEATTLE, Dec. 29 (IP) The

coast guard today revealed a

headquarters is being construct-
ed at Ocean Park, between Wil- -

lapa bay and the mouth of the
Columbia, for the Pacific north
west s first' mounted, beach pa
trol. The guardsmen. ' manning
this station, have been recruited
in the Pacific northwest, and 14
of them have been sent to Fort
Robinson, Neb., for training with
police dogs of various, large
breeds. Horses for the mounted
patrol also will be furnished by
the army. The beach now is
patrolled afoot. -

Log Shortage
Probe Under Way

SEATTLE, Dec. 29 (P) F. H.
Brundage, war production board
western logging and lumber ad-

ministrator, has started an inves
tigation- - into the responsibility
for the present northwest log
Shortage. Union representatives
last week charged at a hearing
that operators had failed to em
ploy the week

65 Million
Needed for War
Effort, Report

WASHINGTON, Dec. 29 VP)

Sbcty-fiv- e million persons will be
needed in the armed services and
In all types of full-tim- e employ-
ment by the end of 1943 and
twenty, million of them will be
needed In war Industry, new of-

ficial estimates of the war man-
power commission showed today.
- Commission statisticians, in
presenting, these ': figures, said
that even greater numbers would
be needed in war industry unless
there was a ten per cent greater
productivity by the persons so
engaged.

Earlier, War Manpower er

Paul V. McNutt told a
press, conference that the esti-
mate of. the number of persons
to. bj needed in war industry by
the end,orjext 'year bad-- been
cut from' 20.S00.00O to 19,300,- -
oob;,, ........

. Later,? however, it was ex-

plained officially that this- - first
figure ' included some part-tim- e

workers and his second dealt
with, the estimate for June,
1943, and that these figures were
given inadvertently by McNutt
in reading from a statistical
table. .

McNutt said he hoped to as-

sure agriculture there would be
sufficient labor for the planting
and harvesting of the crop now
scheduled under the 1943 farm
program.

"I will go as far as necessary
to accomplish this," he said. "I

(Continued on Page Two)

Restaurants in
Portland Face
Wholesale Shutdown

PORTLAND, Ore., Dec. 29 (IP)
Portland ' restaurant operators
today changed their cry from
"help wanted" to simply "Help,
Help!" and announced ' that
wholesale closures were In sight.

L. C. Stoll, director of the
Oregon - office for war man-

power said a complete break-
down of the city's restaurant
service was ahead unless the
employment situation improved.
Already many restaurants
even Important downtown ones

have closed one or more
days a week because of short-
age of help.

Representatives of Stoll's of-

fice and the army and navy
will confer on the situation to-

morrow and try to impress the
remaining restaurant workers
with the importance of then-job-s

in . feeding thousands of
service men and war workers.

Touhy, leader of the gang that
ruled Chicago's northwest gang
circles during the prohibition
era, and six others fought and
clubbed their way out of State-vill- e

penitentiary near Joliet.
Touhy and his first lieutenant,

Basil Hugh (The Owl) Banghart,
a desperate criminal who boasted
''no jail can hold me," surrender-
ed to FBI agents this morning
without a shot being fired. With
them was Edward Darlak, 32,
serving 199 years imprisonment
for the murder of a policeman,

Last night two other members
of the gang, Eugene Lanthorn,
better known by his alias of
James O'Connor, and St. Clair
Mclnerny, were shot down when
they attempted to escape from
a hiding place surrounded by
FBI. agents. Previously Mathew

Court Meets Saturday to
Choose Boivin Successor

FBI Smashes "Terrible Touhy" Gang;
Two Gangsters Slain, Five Captured

British Subs Get
Two More Ships

LONDON, Dec. 29 (Briti-
sh submarines have sunk at.
least two more axis supply ships
in the Mediterranean and have
probably destroyed two others,
the admiralty announced today.

Three of the enemy ships
were hit in the Gulf of Ham-mame- t,

on the east coast of
Tunisia.

Nelson, whose correct name Is
Martillck Nelson, alias Harold
Seeger, and William Stewart hod
been captured secretly by the
FBI.

Touhy, Banghart and Darlak
were captured early this morn-
ing in an apartment at 5116 Ken-mor- e

avenue without a shot be-

ing fired.
The FBI had erected flood-

lights about the building to
guard against any slipaway In
the early morning darkness.
Agents manned the roof of the
building and others, heavily
armed, were posted across the
street.

A loudspeaker system was In-

stalled to call out orders to the
hiding desperados.

At 5 a. m., the floodlights
(Continued on Page Two)

Klamath county court was
asked by Secretary of State
Earl Snell Tuesday to meet at
10 a. m. Saturday to choose a
successor to State Representa-
tive Harry D. Boivin, who re-

signed yesterday becauso of his
duties as a federal attorney.

Tho legislative vacancy pro-
voked a flurry of political in-

terest here at the close of a
rather quiet political year, and
a widening field of "mentioned
possibilities" Indicated the court
may have a choice among sev-
eral democrats who would be
willing to toko the job; The law
requires that Bolvln's successor
be a democrat because that is
Bolvln's party affiliation.

Among persons mentioned as
legislative timber in connection
with the vacancy are L. H. Cra-- 1

By GILES FINDLEY
CHICAGO, Dec. 29 (IP) The

"Terrible, Touhy" gang, de
scribed by FBI Chief J. Edgar
Hoover as "the most vicious and
most dangerous the country has
ever had" was smashed by the
FBI last .night and early today,
two members by killing and five
by capture.

Announcement of the round-
up, in which not a single FBI
man was injured despite a gunr
battle with the two felons who
were slain, was made by Hoover
at offices of the FBI. He said
he had been in Chicago, where
the gang was rounded up, since
Sunday and the seizure repre-
sented weeks of careful plan-
ning and timing. ,

The gang had , been hunted
since -- October - 9, : when - Roger


