out,
lonary perlods, watch your

Blackout Signal

Ones S:minute blast on slrens and whistles
{s the slgnal for a blackout In Klamath
Falls, Another long blast, during » black-
Is n signal for allclear,

In precau-
strool lights.

Derald and Dews
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By FRIANK JENKINS
R the moment, our global
war has bscome nlmost n one-
ring clreun. The ring that holds
our attentlon to the practical
exclusion of the others Is Russia,
The posalbilities that are shap-
fng up there are Impressive in-
dood.

HE Rusalans’ great winter of-
fensive in the south that has
been holding our breathless at-
tontion develops today annother
prong—making three in all, The
point of this new prong s al-
rendy thrusting at the gates of
Kotelnlkovak!,
ast of Stalingrad on the rall-
‘nud leading to Tikhoretsk, south
of Rostov.

It Is WIDER than a more
prong, for the Russlans are re-
ported today to be within 40
miles of Elista, 100 miles south-
woit of Kotelnikovakl.

Ono guesses from this that they
are sweeping around to the south
in a movement that has POWER
behind it

L]
THIS Impression of power be-

hind ths Russlan drive s
strengthened by dlspalches re-

riing that In four days the

usslan  columns  appronching
Kotelnlkovekl from THREE di-
rectlony ‘have ndvapced nearly
B0 miles,

In yesterday's big surge that
earrlod them lo within (we
miles of the city's outakirts, they
pdvanced nearly 15 miles,

The implication back of these

nins Is that German resistance

beginning to erumble.
. L] L

BOLSTERING this Implication,

the soviet high command says
today (referrving to the Kotelnl-
kovakl tighting):

“The enemy Is mending In
special detachments TO COVER
UP THE RETREAT OF HIS
TROOPS."

At the present eritical stoge
of the fighting, any hint that the
Germans are beginning to RE-
TREAT Is fascinatingly interest-
ing.

L L] L]

THE crisls of the great battle of

southern Russia will come If
and when Hitler abandons his
contly Bialingrad adventure and
stonrts trying to get his armies
olt of the trap whose jows the
Rusalans are fighting to close on

om.

L] L] L]

EANWHILE, there comes to-

doy from the Finns in the
far north a report that the Rus-
slonn, after a long lull, have
taken the offensive between
Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega,
to the northenst of Leningrad,
It Is significant as Indicating
Russlan power to sirike at points
sepnraled by vast distances.

EVERYTHING depends on
Russlan striking power,

L] . .

'-.THIERE Is a general theory that
the Germans were token by
purprise in Northern Africa, This
writer Is Inclined to doubt that,
For weeks before we lnunched
our Afriean offensive, the Ger-
man radlo was telling nervously
of nllied operatlons in that quar-
ter. It wos the German radlo
that first announced the pres-
ca of American: troops in
qlburln. Days bofore the African
Jow fell, the German radio was
telling of heavy allled naval con-
eentrations nt Gibraltar,
It )& n falr guess that the Ger-
mann had an Inkling of what
was coming but were so deeply

Involved In Russln that they
COULDN'T DO ANYTHING
ABOUT IT.

If that Is true, 1t is much more
slgniticant than If they were
takon cumplctely b,v surprise,

KNOW]NG what was coming In
Afrlen but LACKING the
abllity to do anythlng to meet
it would mean that Hitler hnd
hig hands full to averflowing al-
rondy nnd KNEW it
- L] L ]
TI-IEHE'G & little more news
today from Burma.
The British are reporied only
miles from Akyab, having nd-
need apparently about 20 miles
(Continued on Page Two)

100 mliles south- |
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.S. Troops Abandon Hill

||Knox Reveals
Damage to Ship
J Early in War

WASHINGTON, Dee. 28 (M)
Secretury of the Navy Knox
sald todny that very early in
the war an American  battle-
ship had struck an uncharted
reef but hoed long since been
repalred,

The sccrotary was asked al a
press conference regarding re.
ports such a mishap had oc-
cured, nnd he roplied, “I don't
think there ls any harm In say-
Ing that In the very early slages
of the war one of the battle-
ships did hit an uncharted reef
and 'wnu repaired a long time
o,

He did not enlarge on the
occurrence other than to say
thot it had occurred,

The reports about which the
recrolory was told were thaot
fhe Incident had occurred In the
South Pacifle.

The secretnry also sald, In re-

(Continued on Page Two)

TRUCK MILEAGE
RATIONING CLEARS

ODT Staff Members to
Aid in Adjustment
Of Claims

WASHINGTON, Deec, 20 (4)
The offies of defense transportn-
tion Is beginning to see daylight
nhead on Its farm truck mileage
ratloning program, afler a period
of confuslon in which even ODT
officlals admit their hastily ns-
sembled machinery for getling
ratlons  to farmers “hoadn’t
worked too well.”

With OPA's local ration bonrds
now handling Issuance of tempor-
ary ratlons to farmers, govern-
ment sources sald the budget
bureau has declined to permit
ODT to expand its fleld opera-
tlons beyond the 142 distriet of-
flees already established.

No Extension

Although ODT feels It should
have more district offices In

(Continued on Page Two)

SP Main Line Over
Cascades Reopened
Tuesday Morning

EUGENE, Dee. 20 (#—The
Southern Paclfie main line over
the Cascade mountains was re-
opened this; morning at 9:50 a,
m, after erews which worked all
night through & snow storm out
a path through the tons of mud
and timber from a landslide
which struck a southbound train
Sunday evening, fatally Injurlng
one man and hurting 13 others,
had covered the track (o a depth
of 12 to 158 feet, The slide, com-
Ing from the peak of a timbered
ridge which sloped up from the
track near Wicopee statlon high
above McCredle Springs, cover-
ed soveral hundred feet of track
and derniled elght cars,

BRITISH DRIVE

AHEAD TOWARD
BURMESE BASE

Allies Deepen Wedge
Into Jap Lines
In Buna

By The Assoclated Press

Gen, Sir Archibald P, Wa-
voll's leglons driving back into
Japaneseconquered Burma from
Indin were offlcially reported
today to have reached the vicin-
ity of Rathednung, 28 miles
northwest of the blg enemy base
st Akyab, after a TS:mile ad-
vance through treacherous
constnl swamps from the Indian
frontier,

A Britlsh communique sald
Gen. Wavell's patrols clashed
briefly wlth Japancse troops
near Rathedaung on the night
of December 27, and the ehemy
retreated afier an exchange of

fire.
British Push

The drive to Rathedaung,
seven miles Inland from the
Bay of Bengal coast, répresent
ed an advance of npprox!maw
ly 20 miles from Alethangyow.
which Britlsh, tcaops. l.'lptuul‘l
A waok ngo,.

At the same time, mundnbout
reporte  from Japanesedomin:
ated Bangkok, Thalland, sald
other British troops had reached
the Chindwin Rivér valley in
Burma in a push through the
Chin hills to the north,

There was still no indication

(Continued on Page Two)

Wallace Proposal
Seen as Trial
Balloon for FDR

WASHINGTON, Dec, 20 (F)—
Vice President Wallace's propos-
al for a world council after the
war to direct the planned global
cconomy was viewed In some
congressionnl quarters today as
possibly a “trial balloon" for
President Roosevell’s address to
congress on January 7.

Wallace, who Is known to have
consulted with the president
while preparing his speech, sald
in a broadeast commemorating
the birthday of Woodrow Wil-

(Continued on Page Two)

Portland Draft
Board Gets a
Christmas Card

PORTLAND, Ore,, Dec. 29 (4
A Portland draft board recelved
this V-mall Christmas greeting
from PFC Anthony P. Sheridan,
20, Portland (drafted last spring)
from one of the Pacific Island
war theaters:

"Merry Christmas, Having a
wonderful time, Wish you
wera here (Instend of me).”

Klamath county court was
asked by Seeretary of State
Earl Snell Tuesday to meet at
10 a. m, Saturday to choose a
successor to Slate Representa-
tive Harry D. Baoivin, who re.
slgned yesterday because of his
dutles as a federnl attorney,
The leglslative vacancy pro-
voked a flurry of political in-
leregt here' nt the close of a
rather qulet ' political year, and
& widening field of “"mentioned
possibilities’ Indicated the court
may have a cholce among sev-
einl demoerats who would be
willlng to take the job, The law
requires that Bolvin's successor
be a ‘democrat because that s
Bolvin's parly affllintion,
Among persons mentloned as
legislative timber In connection

with tha vacancy are L, H, Cra-

Court Meets Saturday to
Choose Boivin Successor

ver, rallrond man; Tom Chat-
burn, Merrlll attorney; Lee
Jacobs, radio station officlal;
Lelgh Ackerman, police judge
who. retires voluntarily from
that Job at the end of the year;
Elbert Veatch, absatractor,

It Is rumored that William
Ganong, local attorney, who has
been. suggested In some quar-
ters, has indlcated he Is not in-
terested In the appointment,

A running start seems to have
been achieved by Craver, who
got the endorsement of the nom-
Inating commitiee of the county
democtatic central comnilttee
before Bolvin had announced
his resignation. The committee
Is sald to have met last Satur-
day night, apparently on ad-

(Continued on Page Two)
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Leaving

R e anat

Charles Stanfleld, who came
here In 1938 to becoms director
of music Iin the high school, re-
signed Monday night and will
go Into business In Dyersville,
Tenn,

STANFIELD AESICNS
MUSIC POST HERE

Resignation to Be Ef-
fective on Janu-
~ary 8 ¢

Charles Stunfield submitted
his resigoation from the high
school musie department at
Monday night's meeting of the
school boards,

The resignation was made ef-
fective as of January 8, the
board releasing him from his
contract, Stanfield ls going Into
the greenhouse and floral busi.
ness at Dyersburg, Tenn, and
will direct a professional band
ond symphony orchestra there.
He formerly lived in' that dis-
triet.

Works Reviewed

Stanfield came here in 1938
from Durango, Colo,, to take
over direction of the high school
musie department.

In submitting his resignation,
Stantfield made a report on the
work he has done here,

He sald that when he came
here the band department had
24 students, whereas 122 were

(Continued on Page Two)

Berlin Reports
Smashing of Allied
Convoy Bound South

BERLIN (From German Broad-
casts), Dec. 20 (/M—The German
high command declared in a spe-
clal communique today that in
& two-day running attack axis
submarines had smashed a con-
voy bound south from Britain
and sunk 15 cargo ships total-
ing 85,000 tons as well as a de-
stroyer and a coryvette among
the escorting vessels.

Three other ships recelved
torpedo hits, the broadcast sald.
The elimatic sinkings were said
to have occurred last night,

(There was no confirmation of
the report from allied sources,

(A German report recorded in
London siald the .convoy was
Amerlean and that it had been
followed until it was near the
French (perhaps French North
African) coast).

War Bulletin

FRENCH ARMY AD-
VANCE HEADQUARTERS,
Tunisla, Dec, 29 (#)—French
forces have cut an important
rond after a florce dawn bat-
tle in a drive, backed by al-
lied tanks and planes, through
the central Tunislan hills
south of Pont:Du.Fahs, it was
announced tonight,

The French sald the area
had been cleared of tha
enemy and credited a ple-
turesque delachment of For«
elgn Leglonnaires with a
prominent part in the fight-

BATTLE FLAY
ALONG FRONT
IN TUNISIA

Allied Planes Strike
At Nazi Supply
Columns

L3

LONDON, Dec, 20 (#—Unlted
States troops were reported to-
day to haye withdrawn from the
hill position six miles northeast
of Medjez-El-Bab which they
won In fierce fighting Christmas
day,

A communlque from the Unit-
ed Btates war. dmrl.mant sald
the withdrawal was made “after
inflicting severe camalliu on the
enemy.”

Fighters Strafe Nllh

German broadcasts sald nazi
troops had captured the height,
fighting along the front to the
south, One broadcast sald an
Amerlcan gitack, {p jcentral Tu-
nisin west of l-b!rqmn had Ineq

| ropulsed, 'and an
. :l:.t:red luﬂi?b. ‘F:xrh‘\.lhﬁ
:s:?::w nlg, on ' i road to

Allied. fighter p‘ll.nf: struck
across the breadth Tunisia
in a strafing attack on German
truck columns moving men, gas-
oline and equipment along the
road between Tripoll and Meé-
denine, 50 miles southeast of the
Port of Gabes.

Allled headquarters, in North
Africa sald they deostroyed 21
German trucks.

Patrol Action

The war department commun-
ique reported at least 12 other
enemy vehicles destroyed in at-
tacks by the fighters. Only one
of the tighters was lost,

U. 8. bombers smashed anew
at the docks and harbor of
Sousse yesterday without loss.

The communique said that
“our patrols in the northern area
were in contact with the enemy
during the night of December
a7-28."

Rains Ease

Torrentlal rains’ which have
held up any large-scale actions
in Tunisia were reporied yester-
day to be easing, but the ground
still was slippery and muddy.

To the east in the -huge North
African ‘battlefront, meanwhile,
the British eighth army was ad-
vancing well'beyond Sirte in its
chase of Field Erwin Rommel's
Libyan army,

Coast Guard
Headquarters Set
For Ocean Park

SEATTLE; Dec, 28 (#)—The
const guard today revealed a
headquarters is being construct-
ed at Ocean Park, between Wil-
lapa bay and the mouth of the
Columbia, for the Pacific north-
west's first mounted beach pa-
trol. The guardsmen manning
thiz station, have been recruited
in the Pactfic northwest, and 14
of them have been sent to Fort
Robinson, Neb,, for tralning with
police dogs of varlous large
breeds, Horses for the motnted
patrol also will be furnished by
the army. The beach how is
patrolled afoot.

Log Shortage
Probe Under Way

SEATTLE, Dec. 28 (&)—F. H.
Brundage, war production board
'western logging and lumber ad.
ministrator, has started an Inves-
tigation into the responsibility
for the present northwest log
shortage, Union representatives
Inst week charged at a hearing
that operators had falled to em-
ploy the 48-hour week or.follow

Ing,

other-war.directives,

nE NAZI SUPPLY BASE |

Corp_s Director

Ed Ostendorf will head a new
branch of the civillan defense
council hers to be known as
the U, B. Citizens Service Corps,

NEW CD BRANCH TO
* FUNCTION HERE

E'd_ Ostgndorf l‘;lclr_'ned
Head ‘U. S. Citizens
Service Corps’

Beginning January 1, & new
hranch oi the civilian cleren‘se
council will function with Ed
Ostendorf as Its head, according

defensa coordinator,, = 1o 4

With the title of Director of | g
the U. 5. Citizens Servica Corpa,
Ostendorf's new duties will in-
clude additional organization of
the civilian defense set-up aside
from the section already active
and headed by Commander G.
A. Krause,

Among the active local needs
for this branch, the Citizens
Service corps will deal with
salvage, war savings, victory
gardens, nutrition; neighborhood
or block leader plan, providing
a close-knit central organization
to direct these activities, Assist-
ants to the director will be an-
nounced later by Ostendorf, as
well as plans for setting up the
various sections and activities
which will' be handled by the
group.

Ostendorf Is a retired auto-
mobile dealer who is devoting
much of his time to clvic serv-
ice, Reynolds pointed out. He is
president-elect’ of the Kiwanis
club, and has been helping in
tha rationing program.

French Somaliland
Lines Up With
Fighting French

L.ONDON, Dec. 28 (#}—Gen.
Charles de Gaulle's headquarters
announced today that French
Somaliland in East Africa has
aligned Itself officially with the
Fighting French,

The Croix de Lorraine flag
of the Fighting French has been
flying at Djibouti since last
night, headquarters said.

The number. of French troops
there was not disclosed, but a
spokesman sald that the major-
ity previously had come across
the border to join the allles,

Teporied (4o Eari C. “Reynolds;* eivilian |4,

Kotelmkovskl,

Key
Falls

MOSCOW, Wednesday,

Rail City,

to Reds

Dec. 30 (AP) — Rusaian

troops have captured Kotelnilovski, key rail center 80
miles southwest of Stalingrad, it was announced officially

early today.

A special communique said the town and railway
station both were occupied and large amounts of equip=
ment captured, including 17 German planes and a cone

voy of tanks.

The communigque said other red army troops con-
tinued their offensive operations on the middle Don and

65 Million
Needed for War
Effort, Report

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 (7
Sixty-five million persons will be
needed In the armed services and
In all types of full-time employ-
ment by the end of 1843 and
twenty miilion of them will be
needed in war industry, new of-
ficial estimates of the war man-
power commission showed today,

‘Commission statisticlans, in
presenting. thesa figures, said
that'even greater numbers would
be needed in war Industry unless
there was a ten per cent greater
productivity by the persons so
engaged.

Earlier, War Manpower Com-
missioner Paul V, McNutt told a
press. confergrice that the esti-
mnte of the number of persons

%w in war indusiry by

t year had been
500,000 to 18,300,

Later. however, it was ex-
plained officlally that this first
figure 'included some part-time
workers and his second dealt
with the estimate for June,
1043, and that these figures were
glven inadvertently by McNutt
in reading from a statistical
table.

MeNutt said he hoped to as-
sure agriculture there would be
sufficient labor for the planting
and harvesting of the erop now
scheduled under the 1843 farm
program,

“I will go as far as necessary
to accomplish this,”” he said. “I

(Continued on Page Two)

Restaurants in
Portland Face
Wholesale Shutdown

PORTLAND, Ore., Dec. 28 (F)
Portland restaurant operators
today changed their cry from
“help wanted" to simply “Help,
Help!" and announced that
wholesale closures were in sight.

L. C, Stoll, director of the
Oregon office for war man-
power sald a complete break-
down of the city's restaurant
service was ahead unless the
employment situation improved.
Already many restaurants —
even important downtown ones
— have closed one or more
days a week because of short
age of help.

Representatives of Stoll's of-
fice and the army and navy
will confer on the situation to-
morrow and try to impress the
remaining restaurant workers
with the importance of their
jobs In feeding thousands of
service men and war workers.

*central fronts,

By AOGER D, GREENE
Associated Pross War Editor

On the soviet front, Adolf Hite
ler's cry for “living space echs
oed with terrible urgency for 22
German_divislons trapped bes
fore Stalingrad as the Russlans
stormed within three miles of
Kotelnikovski, 80 miles south-
west of the Volga metropolls,
and thrust within 45 miles of a
junction with red army troops
driving across the middle Don
steppes toward Rostov,

Dispatches said Kotelnikovilk],
which served as # main base M:'
the nazi siege armies before
Stalingrad, was now hemmed
tightly on three sides, and the
soviet command a=nounced:

“The enemy. is sending special
detachments to cover up the re-
treat of his troops.”

300-Mile Front

By closing the 43-mile gap
between Kotelnlkovz=ki and the
middle Don, Col.-Gen, Nikolal F,
Valutin's legiona would force &

second.ring.of -steclk around the

beleaguered nazis,

Latest advices sald the red
armies were driving shead on a
300-mile front spreading fanwise
from the Ukraine to a point deep
in the wind-swept Kalmyek
steppelands of the Caucasus,

Saoviet troops were reported to
have recaptured Kichking, 42
miles north of Ellsta, the Kal
myck capital.

Milleroyo Imperiled

Other red army columns were

pletured as having advanced .

within 100 miles of Rostov, gates
way to the Caucasus, after have
ing wirtually surrounded the
German rail hub at Millerovo,
120 miles north of Rostov,

Millerovo iself was sharply
Imperiled as soviet troops fought
their way into Ternovy, only two
miles northwest of the town.

Nazi quarters asserted vaguely
that a Russian force “encircled"
for several days in the Don river
bend had been ‘'routed” with
heavy losses,

A Finnish communique sald
red army troops, énding a' pro-
tracted lull on the far north
front, had launched heavy gt-
tacks against Finnish' lines be-
tween Lakes Ladoga and Onega,
east of long-besleged Leningrad,
but declared they had been re-
pulsed,

British Subs Get
Two More Ships

LONDON, Dec. 20 (#)—Brit-
ish submarines have sunk at
least two more axis supply ships
in' the Mediterranean and have
probably destroyed two others,
the admiralty announced today.

Three of the enemy ships
were hit in the Gulf of Ham-
mamet, on the east coast of
Tunlsia,

By GILES FINDLEY :
CHICAGO, Dec. 20 (#)—The
“Terrible Touhy" gang, de-
seribed by FBI Chief J. Edgar
Hoover as “the most viclous and
most dangerous the country has
ever had" was smashed by the
FBI last night and early today,
two members by killing and five
by capture.

Announcement of the round.
up, in which not a single FBI
man was injured despite a gun-
battle with the two felons who
were slain, was made by Hoover
at offices of the FBI. He saild
he had been in Chicago, where
the gang was rounded up, since
Sunday and the selzure repre-
sented weeks of careful plan-
ning and timing,

The gang had been hunted
since-- October 9, when Roger

]

FBI Smashes "Terrible Touhy _
Two Gangsters Slain, Five Captured

Touhy, leader of the gang that
ruled Chicago's northwest gang
circles during the prohibition
era, and six others fought and
clubbed their way out of State-
ville penitentlary near Joliet
Touhy and his first lHeutenant,
Basil Hugh (The Owl) Banghart,
a desperate criminal who boasted
no jail can hold me," surrender-
ed to FBI agents this morning
without a shot being fired. With
them was Edward Darlak, 32,
serving 198 years Imprisonment
for the murder of & policeman,
Last night two other members
of the gang, Eugene Lanthorn,
better known by his allas of
James O'Connor, and St Clalr
Melnerny, were gshot down when
they attempted to escape from
a hlding place surrounded by
FBI agents. Previously Mathew

" Gang:

Nelson, whose correct nama Is

Martilick Nelson, alias Harold

Seeger, and Willlam Stewart had
been captured secretly by the
FBL

Touhy, Banghart and Darlak
were captured early this morn-
ing in an apartment at 51186 Ken»
more avenue without a shot bes
ing fired.

The FBI had erected flood-
lights about the bullding to
guard against any staway in
the early morning darkness.
Agents manned the roof of the
building and others,
armed, were posted across the
street,

A loudspesker system was in-
stalled to call out orders to the
hiding dupnmdon.

At 6 a, m,

(Continued on Pap Two)
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