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TITYRA. set off down the road to

the farm with Benny. Every
now and then she cast an eye at

' ' Benny's wonderful clothes. They
long time.

were magnificently new and col You can still get all you want
from the best filling stationorf ul, perfect in every respect,

and the only thing that really your dining room.

Cheer up, girls, the road to
thinness is just around the bend!

had to be careful of going places.
Benny continued. "You know,

if you wanted to come to New
York I could get you in a line just
like that."

He meant a chorus line and he
was trying to play on Leona's
vanity. But Beano had got there
first with a few more diamonds.
She had half of them by now, and
Benny's suggestion of a line was
very thin, and she was not sure
what he meant.

"Nice guy, Beano," said Benny.
"Like to get in a chorus?"

Leona shook her lovely head
and the mass of blue black hair
rippled with reflected lights.

"Better than being up in this
country where it's all snow and
. . . ice."

His eyes watched her and
caught a flicker of warmth in
them at the mention of ice. That
was all he wanted to know. He
slapped her leg affectionately.

"Well, let me know if you're In-

terested."
"My father, he say no," mur-

mured Leona with a faint smile
that Benny didn't like at all. Some
people who looked dumb weren't
so dumb as they looked.

"It ain't your old man that I'm
worried about," said Benny. He
returned to the Christmas tree but
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didn't fit in with them was Ben-

ny's face. Luckily a big cigar
kept that part of him In a puffing
cloud of smoke and eased the con- -
trast

Myra had hoped Ferdy would
be with them but when she had
asked Ferdy if he was coming,
Ferdy had grinned and said he
was going to ski to meet Ross and
Fay.

"This Is the life for me," said
Benny, blowing a cloud of smoke.
"Look at it, real snow, real Christ-

mas trees growing all around you,
Just like it says on the Christmas
cards. Did you ever see anything
like it? Here it is, the day after
Christmas, and I feel as if I'd
like to stay until next Christmas."

Myra was thinking of the men
Who had called at the studio.
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COUPONShe was watching for Beano's re
turn. Maybe he could sup out and
catch him by himrelf.

Meanwhile the telephone rang"You're sure Beano's as dumb
as he looks?" she asked.

"Sure!" Benny laughed.
"Beano's dumb all right, dumb as

they come unless he's got a brain,
someone else's brain behind him
all the time."

"And you're his brains?"
"That's me, when I take ths
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and Ferdy called to Myra to an-

swer it
Myra took up the receiver and

then her face registered several
varying expressions as she lis-

tened.
"No," she said. "No. No one of

that name here."
Then she replaced the receiver.

"Wrong number," she announced.
But she doubted it There was a
McCluskey here and the voice at
the other end had sounded like
trouble in a big way, but if she
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Myra turned to see the result of
her shot in the dark. She saw a
sudden swift suspicion cross Ben-

ny's face. He wondered if Beano
had been blabbing about the dia
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"He's been talking, eh?" 3T"Talking?" asked Myra inno- -
cently. "Sure he's been talking.
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"About the snow ... or about
the ice?" Benny's words were

NATURAL RESOURCES! ''Myra's face revealed nothing to
him. It did not take much to put
two and two together. Something
in the way he had said snow first
and ice afterwards made her real'

LWb Or-hn- Anninize the emphasis was on the ice By Harold Gray
and she remembered it was also
the word that gangsters always
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i She wondered. There was Just
a chance. If it were right then
the whole crazy pattern fitted into
Isomething that made sense. Beano
up in Canada, placed by Benny in
the store as a simple device to
avoid suspicion. Beano running
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having been recognized by one of
the men who had called at the
studio. Then the anxiety to get
up north and the men and the
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police chasing him. It fitted into
a very uncomfortable thought She
liked Benny and hoped he hadn't
got mixed up in any jewel theft

Benny had no idea that Myra's
shrewd suspicion had pieced so
much together on so little but he
was worried by the thought that
Beano might have spilled too
much.

That night after dinner Ferdy
end his aunt organized the party
for the boys from the farm.
Everyone was kept busy except
Leona, who showed a distressing
tendency to hover around every-
one else as if to help, but did
nothing.

Beano every now and again
turned to catch Leona's eyes and
smile at her. Benny noted with
concern that when he did, she re-

sponded with a slow and languor-
ous smile.
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16 Size of shot.
18 Half an em.
20 Mystic

syllable.
22 Plaything.
25 Pick out.
26 He is from

Carolina.
29 Female sheep.
30 Fondle.
32 Employ.
33 Is able.
36 Looking glass.'
37 Section of a

race.
39 Small candles,
40 He was a

Supreme
justice.
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HORIZONTAL
1,5 Pictured

U. S. economic
chief.

10 Insect
11 Present time.
13 Extent.
14 Negative reply
15 Neglects.
17 Over (poet ).
19 Table utensil.
21 Blot.
22 Doctrine.
23 Primly neat.
24 Compass point
25 Proceed.
27 Guineas ,

(abbr.).
28 Respond.
31 Exclamation.
34 Tiny.
35 United States

of America
: (abbr.).
36 Tin.
38 Canvas shelter
40 Cirrus (abbr.).
41 Symbol for

sodium.
42 Part of "be."

TIE was watching for a chance" to get hold of Leona when
Beano wasn't around. Myra noted
quite casually that there was a
play between Leona and Beano.
She knew she would get nothing
from Leona but she was waiting
for a chance to get hold of Beano
when Benny wasn't looking. She
liked to get things straight in her
mind.

The opportunity came when
Ferdy asked her to bring some
things in from the kitchen and
asked Beano to help her. Beano
was full of willingness and Benny

' watched him go out and slipped
Into the settee beside Leona.

"Look at it," he said, pointing
at the Christmas tree. "Ain't that
a beauty? Wait until those kids
see that, wait until they get their
eyes on that tree. That's the best
one I seen yet And Beano'll make
a swell Santa. Great guy, Beano!"
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garment.
2 Exchange

premium,
3 Abstract being
4 Therefore.
5 British (abbr.)
6 Affirmative,
7 Knocks.
8 Sufficient.
9 Musical

compositions.
10 He is U. S.

inflation ,
12 Distress.
13 Exist.

the poles.
51 Thick cord. .

53 Impels.
55 Gained. -
56 Accede.
57 International

language.
88 Groan.
60 Towing vessel.
62 Talent.
63 Educates.
64 Aquatic

animals.
VERTICAL

1 Feminine

r ir F t. u. r

43 Encounter.
45 Egypt (abbr.),
46 Half (prefix).
48 Possess.
49 Beholdl
50 Emmet. '

51 Right guard
(abbr.).-

52 Verbal.
54 Male child.
56 Grow old.
59 Like.
61 We.
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He looked at her face but it regis' 44 Mineral rocks.
47 Pertaining totered nothing that he could read.

"Say, I know a swell act, if we
fixed you up as Queen of the May,

Boots and Her Buddies
HAVING TAKEN TIME OFF FROM THE

no, inai s not Christmas. Queen
of the Fairies then, with a long
nightdress and a stick with a star
on it, boy, you'd look swell. Pity
to hide them legs though. Say

, that's a peach of a leg you got
there, look at that line." He
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stroked the line with his second
finger delicately, with the other
fingers and thumb spread up-
wards. A delicate tinge of scorn
crossed Leona's lovely features.
Beano had done the same tiling
but he had not called it such a
common thing as a line.

"That's my fades medialls tip
brae," she said.

"You don't say!" said Benny,
"Now ain't that cute. In show
business a leg's a leg, same as in
English, but have it your own
way. You know with a leg like
that and a pan like yours you
could go places. Ever thought of

oing places?"
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