]

e ——
¢ SERIAL STORY

FRANTIC FESTIVAL

BY EDMUND FANCOTT

COPYRIGHT, 104,
HNEA BERVICE. INC.

THE STORY( ll;n Mnek and
Fauy Rathbons, two Montreal girls.
are Invited to spend thelr Chrint-
mas yacatlons In the Laureniinns
an gueain of eecenirie Ferdy Lor-
ton, mrilat. As Myra smsproted,
hiz guests fpclnde & atra ne-
‘aorimtnt of pernenalitien; Deany
lrlu,' thentrienl mgenti  Leomn,
wrilnt

modeli Deane MeCluskey,
i't:-nllnr. ;:l wealthy :;'f':'ér"?i‘:
neoR. 8 _group m
firat timo In 3 ll':,’: wiudle,

LUNCH WITHOUT ROMANCE

CHAPTER V
FAY RATHBONE sat opposite .
Lieut. Roas Benson in the spa- |
clous but crowded restaurant of
the store where Beano had lntely
officiated as Santa Claus. He had
extracted her from the studio with
the neatness of one who preferred |
hls company in small numbers and
had hnd considerable experlence
in getting his own way.

He liked the way she smiled and
the ensy way she fenced with him,
It was odd how the girls one liked !
to be with were not at all the types
ofe thought one could fall for, not
that he was falling for anyone just

Then he realized that there was
a quirk of humor in her eyes that |
looked uncommonly as though she |
were reading his thoughts.

“Tell me about you,” he szald.
*Married?”

I.N'n-ll

‘an"

“In lovel™
| N

*Terrible,” he sald serlously.
‘You ought to do something about

t!

“I'm happy as I am,” she smiled
back.

“Now particularly?™

m

“Do you like the male specles?™ |

“Distance lends enchantment to
anything," she replied. There was
& way her eyes teased him as she
paid it that made him grin and
admit that he had found his match
in some things,

Do you work?™

She nodded.

*Fam

*TLarge and penurious™

*Hence the work?”

“No, pride. They said I couldn't
do it

“And your ambitions?”

“Art, spelt in big letters™

“Yeou need an income like
Ferdy's so that you can play at it

“T wouldn't play at it"

“I suspect you work at it In your
spare tl.n}e."

She shook her head. "“Sometimes
only. And yoj, your ambitions?"”

*“A brighter, better world after
this mess s over.

“A reformer?”

“Hardly,” he replled, "Benson's
Benign Bath Soap. It brought me
up and educated me and I'm very
grateful to it and after this mess
iz over 1 intend to devote my life
to it in sheer gratitude and also to
make a cleaner, sweeter world, I
can concelve of no more laudable
ambition . . . that is, if there is
#till any profit in anything after
this is over.”

"A materialist," she accused.

*Halt and half, and the soap
provides the perfect answer, a nice
clean way of earning a living, But
let's forget all that until the New
Year."

“Forget your girl, too?" There
was o lurk of mischief in Fay's
tyes ns she said this. She was
yware of the working of the mind
#f Lieut, Ross Benson,

Sometimes a  girl ean walk
through the door of a man's face

into ‘his mind as though it were |

that she would do. She was defi-

nitely not the kind of girl he |
would fall for. She was a liltle

too thin for one thing and not the |
kind of girl men would turn round

and look at on the street but she |
was good fun.

“Well, let me drive you up to-
morrow."

That would save a railway fare
and waiting at stations; thought
Fay,

“Does that Include Myral" she
asked.

It 1t must,” he sald. “And I
pick you both up at the office.

Fay laughed. “She fell on his
neck in theez; gr.mltude."

another restaurant Benny

was entertaining Myra at lunch
for old times' sake. He hiad sent
up a cup of coffee and a sand-
wich to Beano, who was marooned
in the studio in his underwear and
a red robe, waiting 1o be whisked
up to the northlands immedintely
after lunch.

Benny unburdened his troubles
to Myra, Most peaple did.

"Why I put up with the guy I
don't know. I wouldn't be bothered
with him but it was me thaot made
him the all-American wrestling
champlon three times following. I
figure I got to help him, and Leeing
I was coming up here I fixed him
up for n couple of weeks. Have an-
other steak, no? Well it seems he
ain't relinble any more, not since
he took that correspondence course
and thal's the trouble about edu-
cation. Some It suits and some it
upsets, like putting whiskey on top
of beer. But that's the way it is,
dumb In some ways, and a gold
mine when he's worked the right
way, but now he's got this educa-
ton on hiz mind you ean't do noth-
ing with him.”

Myra listened through the meal,

| watching Benny talk and cat with-
out a pause for breath, Well, he

s alfferent from ‘wibst of tha
men she me
rd[f!’crem_ h It you like people |

|

(To Be Continued) [
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PHILADELPHIA (#)-Roy Ma:
son, who handles 20,000 oysters
n week, was explaining how to
[spot one that containg & pearl,

“Look for one with a bump
lon the shell,” he said, “Now |
here's one with a lot of bumps.”

Grabbing a knife, he hall
shelled the oy ster, and out
rolled 73 pearvis,

Mason says he never got more
thun §3 for a pearl, but he's
gaing to have the 73 sppraised
when he has time.
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Thay Savme
Many A Day
Reween Pay
Days

§25 CREDIT
ONLY $5 DOWN
$5 A MONTH

Deon't walt ‘till you have the
meney o buy tha things you
need.  Get 523 Buylng powsr In !
Purchass Ooupon Books today [
and spend It when you need It
far any number of srtities which
don't coat mers than M sach.
Or pay = litlls mors down and
Fet coupoms that buy higher
priced merchandise. Usual car
rying charge.

$EARSY, ROEBUCK
AND €O.

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson

CAN rOU DEFINE WREO,
VIRUS, VWiRGOD

ANSWER: Vireo, a bird; virus, a poison; Virgo, a consiellation

and a sign of the Zodiac.

CAN HANG BY ITS TAIL
WHEN STILL S0 YODUNG
THAT ITS EYES ARE

a familiar room full of pl

but well-remembered things as
though in some former existence
she has known it all before, So
it seemed to Fay as she logked at
Hoss Benson, She was at least
four years younger than he but
she felt suddenly much older, un-
derstanding him and able o fore-
stall his thoughts. She knew very
well that in' the studio he had
made a quick survey of the ayail-
able material and had decided
that Leona would be the center
of attraction and therefore too
much in demand for such a short
time as a few daya.

Myra was not his idea of a friv-
olous companion and so she, Fay,
fitted nlcely In between, and nat-
urally she would feel flatiered at
the devoted attention of the
¥ K and hand
the party.

Her quick question toock him
aback for a moment. Then he
smiled, It gave him a chance 1o
put himself on record for the
weekend that he was not in the
marriage market.

“I haven't got one,” he replied.
*1 don't think it Is fair to tangle
with a girl and then go overseas
and leave her high and dry for
the duraiion, And I don't believe
in marriage . . . while I'm in
uniform." .

“You don't belleve in mar-
riage?" she asked, her blue eyes
holding his with a.touch of mock-
ery in thelr smile,

*No, do you?" ¥

“Not for girls under {wenty
+ « + And particularly not with
men in uniform.”

J_lwhy?l’

“A friend of mine in St. John's
met n man one week, married him
the next and hasn’t seen him since.
He went overseas and where s
she?"”

“Sltting at home waiting for er
hero to return.” Ho answered her
with a mock serlousness,

"“You see the point?"” Fay looked
over the edge of hér cup of coffee,

"I do,” he replied. “Particular-
Iy since I made it first. Will you
hl:'ﬁ d.ln:_}fr with 11_ll"ru';} ‘tunlsi;ﬁ?”

0. I'm gof m
Christinas cords.” s
"Ha:: I help you?!™

*No."
; aren't youl"

© _UThay both lsughed and ke felt

male in |
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16 Unit of length. [BRIAD]|SIOFHED|{SITICIA| 27 Pattern.
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¥ O, LAST NIGHT THAT MARRIED Y WAIT/ WAIT,
SISTER OF MINE TRIED TO LEAD / YOU'VE GOT

R BLEERY 1D AN CARRY ONE | SOMETIING | =
ASLEERP WITH ITS FC\?T 1INy A LI YOUR e
DIEH OF MACARONI! NOW SLEEVE OR

L \NSTEADA ONE HOUSE TO YOU'D NEVER
HOUSEKEER WE GOT A HAFEA | VOLUNTEER! f—
BLOCK TO HOUSEKEEP! BUT ¢ WAIT!
TLL ONLY GO HAFE WAYS --Y [ ey h—
SHE'LL DO HER OWN HAFR! "

Out Our Wa
By J. R. Wllrlalm

PETIINEERE

fore it W

r

HI-YA, FEEWEET )]
LISTEN ,YOU
BUN DONT
CALL ME

" PEEWEE/!

GET THAT CHIP OFF
YOUR SHOULDER ,
PPER! JUST DO
SOUR WORW AROUND
THIS QUTFIT AND
You'LL GET ALONG
F .]'\-—_»

—

MY WORD! Nou
ALREADY HPANE
ATREE {» AND T

QCEALTIRLL
SENIS
e OALSAM!
s

{-)u‘r‘ Boa .tding House

With Major _HoopTlo

yomIe
V77

T/—'

EGAD! MERRN YULETIDE To ALL/
< LERE, MARTHA! DISTRIBUTE )
THEGE WAR BONDS TO BACH ME MEI}:’E. : MAG | V%
-l e - e ’ . e
A RO O AR RNN YACHRISTIVS O F

RE SUPPOSED

0 BE OUT AXINY,

1= ‘(1 THONGHT You Y,
WE
.

&\ J .--- ————

MERRY

a7

L ’{//;
R “
(-GUE‘.BE THE
TREE GOT J.
CALGHT IN A
FEW BWINGING

NOU'RE LINTE,
BUT THIS TIME
NOU'RE NOT
BRINGING TOO
LITTLE s MERRY
CHRISTMAS! )1

AH, THERES LOTS OF
TME , GINGER! NOW AS
TWAS' SAYIN', WHEN 1M
HE NEXT WOILD'S CHAMP-

FENCE /

—, L]
1u:By Fred Harmon

M AWFUL
HAPPY 'BOUT

T'

{ FORGET T
LORETTAl ITS ALL
RIGHT-+ | NEVER

DID HAVE ANY
FOLWE, | GUESS =
YOU DOMT MISS
SOMETHIN YOU MNEVER
HAD =+ S0 MUCH=-

(

auT m;rgppc:f

~q

¥

HA! HaY DOESIT YES, LORETTA =50
LOVES YOuU~ITS THATD BE CHRISTMAS MAMY OF OUR PEORLE ?
JUST A5 ou TOLGH, IF SEEM SORT OUT THERE S0 marey!
HAD HUMNDREDS o 1 HAD TO 4 DIEFEREN I CAPT BE SUCH A
PARENTS AN THOUSANDS | BUY EM THIS YEAR? | MERRY CHRISTMAS-
0 BROTHERS AND DOES IT SEEM | ..gyT T CAM BE A
SISTERS l CHHS TS THAT WalY T

PRESENTS-

HOPERUL, CHRISTMAS-

Wou), Tog’?

!
flars ale s

By Horold Gray

- —\
I WON'T OPEN IT UNTIL AFTER

MIDNIGHT---~ BUT I'M DVYING TO BUT DON'T |/ LAKE WAS
KNOW _WHATS TELL ME FROZEN QVER,
N INIT! I'lL GIVE You WHAT IT / AND A LOT OF
A HINT / PEOPLE WERE

Freckles and I-'Ii: Friends

HAVING FUN ON IT/

0
.24 _]

OH,MY JIM: PLEASE PO NOT TALK THIS
WAY. 1TS LIKE A KNIFE THRU MY
HEART! YoU HAVE GROWN COLD!

THE LITTLE DANCING SIRL WHO
RISK HER LIFE TO SAVE ;

1 REMEMBER THA-r}
ONCE YOU WERE A
5PY FOR THE JAP-
ANESE. ALSO THAT
YoU HAVEN'T

YOURS

Youh FEEL KIND OF \
UNCOMFORTABLE ON
THE LAKE |F YOU WERE=-
NT WEARING A PAIR

OF THESE |
. Af afal
({

WHATD HE | 1 DoNT KNOw For. )
GIVE HER ? SURE, BUuT L THINK IT
e e, WAS A PAIR OF RED
willcta bl FLANNEL
BLOOMERS /

@

-

) (ass
A S2aY
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T~ By Blosser

PLEASE, YoU
MUST BELIEVE ME..,
AFTER 1 ESCAPE

FROM THOSE HORRID
JAPS,1 COME HERE [
WHERE 1S 400D OPPOR- 8

TUNITY TO MAKE LUNG
BY DANCING

(1 SEE. AND THE FACT THAT MOST PATRONS OF )
YOUR CABARET ARE BRITISH AND AMERICAN
ARMY OFFICERS (S JUST A COINCIDENCE,

1 PRESUME

7

()

Boots and Her Buddies

NOW LESSEE,.
WHERE WAS T WHEN
I CRITTER

THA
INTERRUFPTED MY
BUSINESS 2

A
SHORT-CUT THROUGH
TH JUNGLE..
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l'.li|'l Tubbs By Crane
(1o | 7O TR AFTER 20 | TUE FIRNSEED [ COME  WTH | (UEH | NEAN »THATS YOUR
NG }"{EF\W_S SYRWCE TRE || \_mcx-\‘iwﬁm ME =~ L)L) & J-ﬁ F\eSt SO LeE 50@ ;
TON 7 01D VAN WORD 0O 30O OW []|7¢[ GhSOLINE = A

WSYT 43055 YT SOMETHING NOW 2 - \ CLEAN ‘EM OP!
%\\‘é&\é LIKE TRST s

L TO FIND

WHERE THAT MUSIC

WAS COMING
FROM

1 KNOW I'VE
NO BUSINESS
CHASINY OFF OUT
HERE, WHAT WITH




