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Christmas---Rainbow of Hope in
A Darkened World

(Editor's Note: It is traditional that the editorial on this page
on Christmas eve be written by a local clergyman. Author of |
today's Christmas editorial i Rev. Victor Phillips, pastor of the |
First Methodist church of Klamath Falls),

By REV. VICTOR PHILLIPS .
HE world is obsessed with the clash of arms, the Christ-
mas candles burn amidst a world darkness such as
history has never before recorded, the singing of the
Christmas carols cannot wholly close our ears to such
eries of human suffering and need as human ears have
seldom if ever heard before. The ruins of the bombed
streets of London and Coventry, the piled up dead lying
on the streets of Stalingrad, Memories of Pearl Harbor, |
Bataan, Corregidor, the partially blacked out cities and
towns of our own coastline, the anxiety in millions of
homes, the sorrow and heartbreak in thousands of them,
all these give grim festimony to a devilish force let loose
in the world, yet CHRISTMAS IS HERE, with its promise |
and its hope:
*Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight”

It is well to remember that the Christmas Story is in |
itself the greatest of all our rainbows of hope. The literary
classics of Van Dyke, Dickens, and others are beautiful.
The stories in the New Testament, written by Matthew
and Luke, entrance us with their beautiful simplicity, but
there is something in the Christmas Story that is greater
than any one of them or the sum of all of them. That
life which seemed to begin at Bethlehem and to end
at Calvary is an answer to man's search for God. Toiling

1 tak o ! | progr { holding down th
up out of the mists of primitive days we see prehistoric | rhair voices made music across .f;“’ ;;nmu_luo d n;um“:m":

man slowly becoming aware of some unseen presence |
beyvond the range of eye to see or ear to hear. He is|
haunted by a mystic longing and cries out, “Oh, that I
knew where I might find him."" On the other hand the
Eternal Spirit—this father God—is trying to make him-
eelf known to his creature child, He speaks “by divers
portions and in divers manners" but neither man nor
God is content with the results of such communion. Then
fn one venturesome attempt the eternal word becomes
flesh and dwells among men. This is it which gives sig-
nificance to that birth at Bethlehem and makes it tran-
ecend all other births.

Around the life and teachings of Jesus a fellowship
was created. Collections were made of the things he
said and did. A whole new literature came into being.
Men sought to interpret the meaning of his unusual life.
They said, “Never man spake like this man.” “This man
hath borne our griefs,” and finally in a great moment
of discovery they dared to say “God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world to himself.” Then it was they realized
that at last man had seen God—just as Jesus said, “He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” Always they
had dreamed someone who had incarnated the spirit of
the One they had known existed and had watched for
g0 long. His coming was announced in “The Annunci-
ation.” The Wise Men from the East followed the Star.
The angels sang the Hallelujah Chorus and the shep-
herds bowed down and worshipped. So the long quest
of man to see God had ended in fulfillment and in that
fact we can find our tainbow of hope—sufficient to
steady all of us as we face a future where dark storm
clouds seem to hang everywhere on the horizon. Always
we can remember there is God—the One who has been
disclosed in Jesus Christ. Ar long as we hold our faith
in a Christlike God we may dare to go forward. As
Herod sought out the young Child that he might kill him,
s Pilate gent him to the cross at Calvary in the hope
that that would be the end of him, so evil forces are
loose in the world today seeking his life, but Christ is
“The Word" and The Word is the light that the darkness
has never yet overpowered nor ever will, It still shines on.

Jesus is not a mere dead Judean religionist. He has
“lifted the gates of empires off their hinges and turned
the streams of human history from their channels.” He
was never more pertinent than he is today, He is here
and now the most dramatic and consequential figure in
the world scene. His mind will judge our peace; His
law will make stable our post-war treaties: His will is
the ultimate test of our civilization. Before His throns
we shal]l give an account of what we have done for this
generation in this our world.

It is time that we hegan to take him seriously, The
true Christian way of life is his way of life, If we are
really serious about building a beftsr world we must
trust the principle, His principles, which alone can build
a good world. Any world that refuses to accept spiritual
realities is doomed to join all the wrecks of aﬁ the other
pagan empires strewn along the shores of time.

We are not true patriots to our nation if we are slack-
ers to the Kingdom of God. “This is your condemnation,
that ,Iight was come into the world and men loved dark-
ness,” That little saying of Louise Haskins, given over
the radio by‘I{ing George VI, ought to help us as we face
the future: “I said to a man who stood at the gate of
the year, ‘Give me a light that T may tread safely into
the unknown.' And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be
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SILENT NIGHT. HOLY NIGHT |

“Stars' Light the pathway for
Peace again!™

I cried from the hovels of mis-
ery and pain;

Up from the stench and vermin
and mice,

Above bloodstained floors
filth and lice—

But Silence came back to me
deeper than death,

Deeper and fuller came Night's
chilly breath.

‘“Moon! Light the world with
your gleam on high!”

I moaned from the wrecked,
empty streets of Shanghai;

Streets filled with emptiness,
death and night;

Sireets where no children ran, |
hataful to sight! |

Silence came back to me deep—l
er than death, I

r and fuller came Night's |

chilly breath!

“Heavenly Cholr! Sing out thru |
the fields!

Qut where the watchful soldier
kneels,

There near the fox holes in lost
Bataan, |

Across where sleep the brave In
England!™

and
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Deeper and fuller came Night's |
chilly breath! !

Across the dark night a Vision
ap |
Of men arm in arm—{or no one |
they feared; |

Their armour laid down all A plan to force people 1o slice Persons convicted of wilfully

rusty and bent,
The shepherds, the farmers, the
white collar gent—

every hill,
Of Peace on the Earth to men of

Good Will,
by S. L.

OREGON COD AEADY
IF JAP3 ATTACK

defense organizations in all Ore-|
gon counties west of the Cas
cades are prepared for any emer-
gency that may arise during the
Christmas holidays, State Civil-
ian Defense Coordinator Jerrold
Owen said today.

Owen sald he has just com-
pleted a check of communica-
tions in each of the counties,

Because the Japanese fleet and
planes have been missing from
the Pacific war theatres for sev-
eral weeks, rome military offi-
clals believe that Japan might
be preparing an all-out attack on
Hawaii or the west coast, pos-
sibly during the holidays, Owen
said.

Owen streesed, however, that
he has not alerted his srganiza-
tion, asserting he does not want
to alarm the people.

Uniformity in
Redwood Lumber
Prices Assured

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24 (P
To assure uniformity in the de-
livered prices of all redwood
lumber, the office of price ad-
ministration has authorized the
few redwood mills outside north-
western (ilifornia to figure
their freight costs as if Eureka,
Callf., were their shipping point.
The authorization, effective
December 26, applies direcily to
only three per cent of all red.
wood production but will have
the result of Ruaranteeing pro-
ducers in the principal Sonoma-
Mendocino-Humboldt-De] Norte
redwood area that the cut of the
oullying mills will not bring
better prices at the market.

Rent it through the classified,

When in Medford
Stay at
HOTEL HOLLAND
Thoroughly Modern
Jos and Anne Earley
Propristors

to you better than a light and safer than a known way'."

|ing industry already has
| genaral assent to a
| producing

SALEM, Dec. 24 (F—Civillan| proposed

SIDE GLANCES

‘Shot Fatal to

THEY ASKED FOR IT

| signed themaelves to KP duty on
Christmix day,'

|Congress to Seek

Maximum Penalty
For War Fraud

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (P
Life imprisonment or death will

be proposed in the new congress

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 () as the maximum penalty for

their own bread took shape to- !'unm!facmrir.g and delivering
day - lids I h Brda inferior or defective materinls
y as prelude TOAC | for the nation’s armed forces,
He%:, Hobbs (D-Ala.) said today.
; om A. Clark, chief of the
necessary by eliminating frills. | ¢ 00 department war frauds
Officials, who declined to be | division, said his offlce was in-.
quoted by name, said the bak- vestigating 800 cases of sus
given | pected wartime fraud against’
program of | the government, and that ap-
the manuilcturmslproximab:ly 15 of these in-
and service costs of bread as 8 ' volved accusations thnt defee.
means of preventing a price n’ |tive or inferior materials were
crease and still maintaining | manufactured and delivered, !
quality. wilfully, to the armed services.
Although bread has been re
garded historically as ‘‘the staff | There are times that try men's
of life,” in the present case the sleadfasiness to their convic|
changes In  baking tions and their patriotic du:)',l
practices were viewed as funda-|It is easy lo say “Let George
mental for the additional rea-|do it It is easy to say ‘Thel
son that they may provide a | other fellow is getting his; I'll I
pattern for many other com-|ael mine."—Alf M. Landon. l
modities. |

employees a
well - earned
rest,

of our shortcomings, and we here at Spe-
cialized deeply appreciate that fact.

No one knows what 1943 may bring, but if
you will continue to bear with us, we will

do our utmost to keep your cars rolling.

| HENDRICKS FIELD, Fla, P
13-Year-Old “All thoss who do pot believe
fe-,"h ! { WENDELL, Ida, Dec. 24 (M, In Santa Claus will sign here.” TRUCKS FOR RENT
{ 3 Erwin Brisbm, 13yearold Hag. W0 8 Bulletin in 2 squadron |§ vy prive — Move Yourselt
; erman schoal boy and holiday. OTderly roam. Save 4 —Long and
J= reason trapper, died sesterday Later in the dav, Uhe squadron Short Trips
of 3 bullet wound siffered Tues  commander checked the list and STILES’ BEACON SERVICE
day when his rifle discharged as anpounced; Phone 8304 1201 Enst Main
he fell. AN those wio signed have as
e s
[ { | ) \ |
f MU
: Thank vou, Klamath Falls! We've been
swamped here a time or two in the past
year ... sometimes our service wasn’t very
fast . . . sometimes the parts we ordered
for you didn’t arrive on time . . . sometimes
they just didn’t arrive at all. Due to mate-
TN PAT. 124
“Oh, sure, I appreciale the doll Aunt Molly .«l\]nl me——l;ut wC'L;;'!'Dh rial shortages and man-power shortages
: TS d this i chi or . ’ .
| she docsn.l seem to und:'-;tnr‘llr;n...hu is a machine age SaURbAY our service wasn’t quite so good as we
To glve our

would have liked, but you, the motorists
of this community, have been very tolerant

Thanks again.

Spectalized Service

1434 Main

UNITED MOTORS SERVICE

Dial 5103

OPA recently authorized de- |
partment stores to discontinue |
or curtail such services as wrap- |
ping, credit, deliveries, and mer-
chandise returns without de.|
creasing prices. This action was
& recognition of the necessity of
:_ﬂnservlns manpower and truck

ires.

It isn't ice and snow and
sleighs that make Christ-
mas, nor the tinsel on
the tree, nor the pres-
ents, nor the homecom-
ings, nor the turkey and
cranberry sauce. |t is the
Christmas spirit that pra-
vails within our hearts—
not only for today, but
for doys and vears to
come.

John H. Housdsn

CARD OF THANKS
We wish to thank our friends |
for thelr many acts of kindness
and Jovely floral offerings ex- |:
tended during our bereavement,
the'loss of our beloved baby
daughter, |
Mr, and Mrs. C. H. Cessnun
and family.

re———ATTENTION

The East Side
Beauty Shop

will take appointments as
late as 7100 p. m. to ac
commodals working women.

151 Eul_Mllu Phone 7117
4 /|

Will Be Closed

in order to give our employees

extra time for Christmas.

s |

The Pelican Cafe

Christmas Day, Saturday and Sunday

Wa Will Be Open Monday, 8 A. M,

"Merry Christmas”

i i W W s e s e W B,

In wishing you a Merry AMERICAN Christmas we
wish you also the courage to give everything you
have to the fight to keep the blessings of freedom
intact—and, above all, we wish for Victory and the
speedy return of loved ones.

KLAMATH MACHINE & LOCOMOTIVE WORKS |




