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-r : ,:,l.l0. S. TROOPS FDR Broadcasts
Message of
Christmas Cheer

ALLIES BREACH

JAP POSITIONS And a Salute to Our Men In Service

Once again the monagomont and staff of The
u ia i ki ..... i i i: j... tv. - ....N BUNA BATTLE iiuiuiu uiiu vaiviiii
groat family of readers. May

Wo tineoroly approciato tho lurf, tho - praise '!

and tho helpful criticism ou retrdcrs have ''given to '

this nowspaper over tho Qjir constant objective:

Mighty Middle
Don Campaign
Sweeps Ahead

By ROGER D. GREENE
Associated Press War Editor

Russia's armies hemmed the key German rail citadel
of Millerovo on. three sides today, captured at least eight
more towns and listed 44,000 nazis killed and 37,600
taken prisoner since the great soviet drive across the mid-
dle Don steppes began nine days ago.

Millerovo lies only 130 miles north of Rostov, gateway
to the , Caucasus, whose capture would seal the land
escape route of approximately 1,000,000 axis troops fight-
ing in southern Russia.

German field headquarters gave this terse summary
of the vast and critical struggle:

"In the Don area, the defense battle continues. Be-
tween the Volga and the Don, bolshevist counter-attack- s

collapsed.
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Nothing tWRSj&rC

By The Aiiociated Press
LONDON, Dec. 24 American

forces were disclosed today to
have arrived in the French West
African port of Dakar, welding
the last big link in the allies'
chain of) bases and supply ports,
as theA'campaign to drive the
enemy from North Africa moved
Readily closer"ttsy3paG.

The i tBHmrTufih nitnfiituitta id
alMtfd forces McSJrrirUihdi

.armor-supporte- d thrust
c?jture lost positions in Tunisia
prisjiTfiBblyTri thtSTJiJom-El-Ba- b

gateway scor'bforefTtinis and
Eizerfc Thfe appap?ni'y was

rjaxt mcri4ng patrol
activity on the Tun&ffn front,
however, although nhe Italians
said 300 prisoners, mostly Brit-
lsh, wefeT-ptur- td.

no allied ireport of l any imajox
new operation yf.

ft tonirnurf:.
ique said, there was "nothin S to--

report" from the ground forces
but the Morocco radio broad-
cast a statement that Marshal
Rommel's retreat was continuing
with unslackened speed and his
forces apparently were rushing
to .bolster tho. axis Tunisian de- -

ituise, .; . v
Another axis merchant

was hit by British boi
"the closely-police- d

ranean supply route,, 'th?
(Conjinuedro'Jage
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Viajrmes'Jerrers
OMAHA, Dec. 24 (P) Rubber

Administrator William Jeffers
said in a statement today "there
is no likelihood in my opinion
that the fifth tire of automobil-ist- s

will be taken by the govern-
ment."

Ho issued the statement to
clarify remarks attributed to him
yesterday that owners may have
to give up their spare tires. No
such plan is contemplated, he

"

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 VP
President Roosevelt broadcast a
message of Christmas cheer to-

day to Americans everywhere
and said it was a happier Christ
mas than last because "the
forces of darkness stand against
us with less confidence in the
success of their evil ways."

The chief executive spoke
the south portico of the
House to people gathered

ate a. national commun
tree. He addressed
all American citi-

se in the armed
uwt(-,Ny-

ar54?irKairtl inSigave his greeting
to Vfal other United
NatinrWi-f- j formP.r - . W

inemext'cJ-'-hls- i message:
"This year we'speaking on

Christm: svenorio this gath-
ering at ra WWH ouse only
but to all of our
nation, to :a(ld women
serving in n armed
forces and iufcwio-s- c ise who
wear the un othermmUnited Natii

T It"I give yrfitfp&age of
cheer. I - cdprfoCy f "Merry
Christmas" for I Uunk Constant
ly of those thousands" soldiers
and sailors f"ea actual
combat thro(fsnto1Qvorld

Christmas. in the
' (Contifti Two)

nJCoaFreed

syyrjjsco, Dee. 24 (P)
tnnight, the 20,000 Ger- -

;s on the west coast may
d go as they please.
regard to destination or

of day.
he strict controls over the

movements of these enemy na-

tionals, in force since last March
27, were put at an end through
two proclamations issued by
Liei t. Gen. J. L. DeWitti chief
of the western defense command
and fourth army.

In announcing his intention to
relax the curfew and travel or
ders, General DeWitt said the
need for them no longer exists
"as other security measures have
been provided." .

"Among these measures is the
individual exclusion procedure
under which persons who are
found, after hearing, to be dan-
gerous or potentially dangerous

(Continued on Page Two)

our staff v io arh
mon who oyA'aijlaluro
greeting. Christmas,
a cheerful ,hdp&vac ecasion,
to victory fjfo our

-- Tho Horj ws will

All Sifforf
SoldiersMhre

Rooms an v for visiting
servlcolini nmath Falls
over th "CJtflon wcro ob- -

talned s in a grnt- -

lfying htrh flnnrlivi
the cent ufcHo hour Wcd- -

nesdny .")JIQ?, Louis Scr- -

ruys, C
thnt nccoi lallonl were sntis- -

factory nn 'annrccia- -

lion to tl; fbufc forlio excel
lent work men a
home-folk- s ho dity. X.

Mrs. Scruys a: ihat
trucks from Samp. WWQTrtiuld
nrrlvo at noon and iifcwciriri
be taken to the Cofrnrrfrfi3oUa,:
ler. Tliose pcrsbni
up to tnka- - men fetmirfefrtlhs
dinner nnd rooms,
come to the ccnte:
o'clock to call for their
The commnnding officer
keep tho men at the center
that hour. People nro asked l
come promptly for their men n IW

to get them before they nro dis-
missed. The center will be
open Christmns dny starting at 9
n. m.

Identification enrds have been
made out for each soldier.

Among the many men here for
tho holidays are some who ar-

rived unexpectedly from Aus-
tralia where they hnve been in
tho service for more thnn one
yenr. They nro with their fami-
lies over the holidays.

Commandos expressed apprec-
iation to all who hnvo nssistcd
them nnd snid that the list of
donors was too long but that

(Continued on Pago Two)

and may God speed them
firesides.

not publish Christmas Day- -

loads wm
Mottle for

Carrying on a aferies of bomb
ing attacks on tie Japanese air-
field at Munda.VUnited States
dive bombers have dumped new
loads of bombs on the enemy,
tho navy reported today.

The y series of at-
tacks on this Solomons island

rffcjh(it as' smcej
c,amtor .

I Operating from Henderson
adalcanal, the dive
their thirteenth day
W'Jisvk, said, also
Icpyj;riieicf 40cai. liM J

oTKiLsianu.-- no?
wereflot oporUK

ed. Vi
WVV.' -

NEW DELHI, Iridlsii-Pec- . 24
(tP) Fighter aircraft offhe
United States tenth air force in
India set fires among Japanese
installations nt Maingkwan in
northern Burma while on offen-
sive patrol yesterdny, a United
Stntes communique said today.

Fragmentation and incendiary
(Continued on Page .Two) .

FEATURES POSTPONED
Tho regular farm and church

pages will appear on Saturday
this week. '
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By FHANK JENKINS
nrlllS question Is In cvory mind:

llavo the Russian enough
strength In resorvo to KEEP IT
UP?

IT la partly answered todny.
They hnvo WIDENED their

Don front nnd their vimguurd
aro roportc-- to be within 150
miles of Knrkhov. (Sco mnp.)

It seems Improbable that they
would widen their front If they
were short of driving power.

THEIR drive toward riostov has
nlinrl Mlllnr-r.i.r-t nr.

both sides nnd now threatens to
cut the rnllrond from Voroshilov
grad. Remember thnt transpor-
tation in Russia is precious.
Every Gcrmnn-hcl- rnllrond that
Is cut makes easier the Russian
task by reducing the vltol flow
of Ciermnn supplies.

Since their bin drive started,
the Russians Imvc recaptured
nearly 1000 miles of railroad.

pRAVDA (Russian newspaper)
nays the Germans In at least

one sector have been thrown In-

to wild disorder, leaving behind
17 undamaged Mcs.ncrschmidt
filthier planes on an airfield that
was suddenly scooped In by the
red army.

. All report of German dis-
order aro Interest hiR tit this stage
cf the. bts bnttlo, but we mustn't
draw unduly rosy conclusions
from Isolated Incidents.

The bin thing to watch for will
dc mo Beginning oi a ucrmnn
retirement through the nnrrow-Iii- r

Rostov Kate. If that slnrls
nnd In nccompanivd by disorder,
we will bo Justified in building
some rosy hopes.

. JJRINGING a million men back
' through the Rostov Kate, In
"winter, with victorious Russian
armies louring at their flank (if
It happens), will be a bigger task
than the British retirement from
Dunkcruc with the burden of
disaster resllng THIS TIME on
the German neck.

..THE spotlight Is practically
monopolized by Russia today.

There is Utile news of Import-
ance from the other fronts.

Rommel continues his flight
toward Tripoli, with the British
pursuing ns rapidly ns the mlne--

, i i. i i .. 1. ... ...inilium nu itjHi-'mi- ui'iiiiiu mill will
permit, The thing to watch is
what Rommel will do when he
reaches Tripoli.

In northern France, Belgium
nnd western Germany, Billed
fighters and bombers smnsh at
trains nnd other rnllrond targets.

Everywhere, you see, the war
on communications goes on.

AMERICANS movo Inlo Dakar
todny and JOIN THE

FRENCH.
A special U. S, nrmy nnd navy

mission is already busy deter-
mining bow airports, harbor
facilities nnd French ships there
enn best bo fitted into the allied
plans.

Dakar isn't so Important nt
the moment. It WOULD HAVE
BEEN terribly important If we'd
had to take it by storm nt the

(Continued on Pnge Two)

Front-lin- e dispatches to the
soviet newspaper Pravda said
the Germans were retreating in
wild disorder in at least one
sector. As they fled, the nazis
left ' 17 undamaged Messer-schmid- t-

fighting planes on an
airfield. r- -

In .a series of war bulletins,
the red army command declared
that .' N. F. Vatutin's
forces-- , hitting-- a pace of 12 to
18 miles. daily, had seized three
towns ih ' an arc threatening
Millerovo - with encirclement.
These were Bolshinsk, 37 miles
southeast of ;the rail hub; a,

25 miles west, and
Olkhovoi Rog, 14 miles north-
east.

The spearhead at Bolshinsk
was only 37 miles northeast of
Kamensk, : another big town
Just . below Millerovo on the

Moscowr-to-Rostov- railway.
"At the same ime,the hard-- .

driving red armies widened their
sweep back into the Ukraine and
soviet vanguards were pictured
as having already advanced with-
in 150 miles of Kharkov, the
"Ukraine Pittsburgh," in a
lunge which has carried them
200 miles west of Stalingrad.

Adolf Hitler's frantic attempts
to stem the Russian tide by
throwing masses of reserves into
the struggle were declared by
Russian headquarters to have
failed.

Pope Asks Peace'
- A thousand nazi troops threv

up their hands in surrender at
one point, the soviet command re
ported.

While Hitler's invasion armies
huddled miserably in the snows,
facing a bleaker and more peril-
ous winter even than a year ago,
Pope Pius XH in broadcasting a
Yuletide message again voiced
a desire for peace, based on
"unity and love" within each
nation.

"First, whoever wants peace
must give back to humanity the
dignity given to it by the cre-

ator," he said.

Combs Appointed
Lakeview Judge

SALEM, Dec. 24 (P) Gov-
ernor Charles 'A. Sprague today
announced the appointment of
Charles H. Combs, Lakeview,
as circuit judge for Lake county,
succeeding Judge Arthur D.
Hay, whom Sprague appointed
as supreme court justice.

Enemy Now in Desper-
ate Straits, Says

Communique

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS
IN AUSTRALIA, Dec. 24 II')
Japuncso forces In tho Dunn
nrcn of New Guinea, their forti-
fication! branched in mnny
plnccs and t'iclr ranks decimated
by tho determined allied offen-

sive, are now In desperate
strnltit, a commun!(Uo from
General Douglas MncArthur's
headquarters said todny.

Deprived of sufficient o

supplies ond reinforce-
ments by allied nerlnl action
ngainst their convoys, the Japan-
ese hnvo been battered by Unit-
ed States nnd Australian troops
for weeks nnd subjected to a ter-
rific pounding from tho air.

Location Not Civtn
"Our nttnek hns breached en-

emy fortifications In mnny
places," tho noon communlquo
suld. "Mnny hundred of his dend
nro being burled by our troops.
His situation must now bo re-

garded ns desperate."
Tho location of the Japanese

fortifications nowly breached
won not given, but it wns as-

sumed they wcro In tho nrcn be-

tween Bunn village nnd Cnpc
Endnlndcro, both of which nro In
allied hands, nnd in the Cnpc
Snnnnanda sector, northwest of
Bunn.

Plants Active
Tho communique reported

thnt allied planes were actlvo in
both these areas.

Another headquarters
on Pngo Two)

Here's Proof
There Is a
Santa Claus!

There Is a Snnln Onus!
A Klamnth Falls woman had

n $20 bill. She nlso had three
children. Tho rent wns due, but
so wns Christmas morning. The
stockings wcro bnre and tho
problem fnclng tho mother wns
to ehooso between presents or
tho rcntl ;

Tho presents won out and the
mother bought all the things that
children expect to find on
Christmas morning. Tho specter
of rent still loomed dnrkly In
the background, -

Thursday morning the mother
heard a knock at the door, Sho
responded. There stood a man
with an envelope In his hand.
In the envelope yes, you've
guessed It. There was a $20
bill! ..'..- -

Believe in Santa Claus now?

Nazis Celebrate in
Munich Cellar

LONDON, Dec. 24 (VP) The
Germnn rndio brondenst todny
Hint a "fuehrer" Christmas cele-
bration In the Munich "Beer Cel-
lar," ono of nazidom's enrly g

plnccs, wns attended by
Hitler's "old guard." It was not
stntcd whether Hl.ler himself
wns present.

dancing party. There will bo
packages and mail from home.

But playing Santa Claus for
boys and girls in Ireland, Eng-
land, Africa and In a multitude
of other posts is the favorite
role for Amerlcnn soldiers.

The nrmy In Northern Ire-
land will entertain 40,000
youngsters tonight. Hundreds
will find toys nmong their gifts
tomorrow thnt wcro mndo by
patients In army hospitals.

In Grcnt Britain thcro nro 50
invitations to Christmas dinner
for every soldier who can be
spnred from his wnr work for
tho dny.

Tho story wns the snmo in
Australia nnd New Zealand,
with pi'ivnto families and public
agencies sharing the pleasure of

(Continued on Page Two)

Here's a Present, Soldier!

.Staff Sergeant Darwin
22, of Shady Pine, was

reported missing today after a
bombing flight over western Eu-

rope. His twin brother, Erwin,
has been missing since a similar
flight on October 13.

MISSWIlCll
Twins Separated; Both

Missing in Hitlerr
. Held Europe . ;

' Darwin Wissenback, 22, son
of Mr., and Mrs. James Wissen-

back, is missing in action over
western Europe, where his twin
brother,- Erwin, was reported
missing last October. --

Both men went down in
American bombings of Hitler-hel- d

objectives, and their fate,
other than that they are miss-

ing, is not known to their fami-

ly here. The twins had been In-

separable companions, even in
service, until Erwin's plane

(Continued on Page Two)

Coast, Reoort
United States patrols continual-
ly watch their base and "when-
ever we find float planes based
there we send out our fighters
to destroy them," he said.

The colonel added that he had
inspected Kiska island before
the Japanese occupation and de-

cided it would be hard to recap-
ture from an enemy but offered
"no great possibilities of an of-

fensive nature." .,'

The hardships of nature it-

self offer more formidable haz-
ards to the Alaskan command in
the Aleutians than do the Japan-
ese, he added.

Two theories are held as to
the Japanese occupation, he ex-

plained. One is that the Japs
really meant to hit at Dutch
Harbor but on finding it pro-
tected by land-base- d aviation
fell back on Kiska. The other
is that they planned to use Kiska
as a submarine base.

"We have seen subs there, but
they haven't been active. There
has been no attack on shipping,"
he added. -

KiskaJaps Eliminated as

Yank Troops Abroad Will
Have Christmas Anyway

Threat to
SEATTLE, Dec. 24 (iP) The

establishment of the United
States army garrison and air
field on the Andreanof islands
has eliminated the Japanese on
Kiska island in the Aleutians
as a threat to the west coast of
the United States, Col. E. D.
Post, chief of staff of the Alaska
defense command, said here last
night, ,

The move into the Andreanofs
was so perfectly timed and un-

expected that the Japs on Kiska
didn't find it out for two weeks,
Colonel Post said in an inter
view.

Since then only one .attempt
has been made to attack the
base.

'One Japanese ' plane came
over in late September," he said.
"and dropped a couple of bombs
through the fog at a point about
a mile from the military instal-
lations." ..

He added the Invaders appar
ently had been unable to build
an airfield on Kiska and had to
rely, entirely on pontoon planes.

By JAMES KING
LONDON, Dec. 24 (fl') It

will bo Christmas Amerlcnn
stylo In strange lands to-

morrow.
Thcro may bo no snow, nnd

Christmns trees just don't grow
in many plnccs where Ameri-
can soldiers are fighting. Tur-
keys nro scarce.

:, But tho rcnl holidny spirit
; hasn't boon dulled nnd Amorl-"en- n

troops nro more- than moot-

ing tho test of mnklng Christ-
mas ns homelike as possible.

Thoro will bo enough to eat
everywhere, although tho menu
won't match tho yule season in
all cases, '

.
-

mere win no p h r 1 1 e s in
camps and soma of tho boys

.'lucky enough to bo in cities
may get a whirl at a holiday

Packages galore lie under the gaily decorated tree at Coram ando headquarters, where hundreds of servicemen will have a
holiday treat away from home on Christmas day. Right, Tech, Sgt, Mary Trulove of the Commandos, hands a package to Pvt.
R, M, Mclntyre oi Camp White. Lsft, Lt. Mabel Soderstrom holds gifts for another soldier. Pvt. Charles F. Cobb oi Merince, Aris.


