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s | At that- moment the studio door
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FRANTIC

BY EDMUND FANCOTT

FESTIVAL

COPYRIONT, 1042,
NEA SERVICE, INC.

THW ATORY: Myra Mack and
Fay Rathbone, twe Montreal girls,
mro Invited to apend thelr Christ-
mas t in the L 1
s m gueal of ecocenirie Ferdy Lor-
ton, nrtint. Neano MeCluakey, =
wrreatler who has fn his possension
m foriune in sfolen jowels, wels
comes an opportunity te mo fo
Onnada ns n guest at the coltnge,
To eacape deicction, he poses as a
Banta Clans tn n department store,
Loslug his temper whem young-
aters play tricks om him, Heano
dashes oui of the store and inte
the coar of Lieut. Moss Benson,
who, hy ehnnes, Is alno n guest.

BTUMO MEETING .)ﬂ
CHAPTER IV

it happened that a con-
™ junction of meetings tock place
#n Ferdy's studio around noon
two days befors the day befors
Christmas, Ferdy was putting the
Inst brush strokes to his masier-
pieca for Benson's Benign Bath
Bonp and Leona was rising with
Ianguld grace from the chiffon
foum on the studlo throne, Ferdy

was expecting Myra Mack and
¥Fay Rathbone to drop In with
their skis and sundry parcels that
he was taking up north that after-
noon. They were to follow next
doy by train.

He wns nlso expecting Benny
Brien, who had telephoned that he
would be around some time to
tnke him to meet Beano McClus-
key who, he said, hnd been booked
for a very Important act in one of
the moest important stores in town.
Beano, he added, was one of the
blgtime child entertainers In the
States, He little kmew when he
telephoned how sensational
Beano's act had become or how at
that very moment police squad
cars were scouring the byways of
the city looking for a large man
in a demented state dressed as
Santa Claus,

The said Santa Claus, huddled
In the seat of Ross Benson's car,
was nearing sanctuary., The car
drew up opposite the studio.

Ferdy was wiping his brushes
as they entered the studio. He was
seldom put out by anything, but
even he hesitated when he saw the
massive Santa Claus behind him.,

“Beano McCluskey,"” Introduced
Ross. “Ome of your guests, I be-
lieve, Beano, this is your host.”

“Vurry glad to meet you," re-
plied Beano, peeling off his red
robe. He had found the store
much too hot for comfort and had
' found that he could withstand the
girain much better if he wore the

roba over his long underwear,
erdy and Ross stared as they saw
him revealed in skintight long
woolens, a magnificent figure of a
Iman stretching and flexing his
muscles in relief.
! Ross crossed to the pleture on
the easel. *“Hullo, Ferdy, is this
the masterpiece for the old man?"

“It is, completed and finished.”

*“Preity warm piece of work.™
I Beano was suddenly distracted
from his exercises by the work of
art. “Say, did you do that?"” There
#was awe and respect in his voice.
i Ferdy acknowledged the admi-
ration with a nod.

. "Gee,” exclaimed Beano, “Ain't
fhat the sweelest plece you ever
saw. Look at that Istissimus

Beano was at the pleture strok-
Ing the ripple of soft muscle be-
low the shoulder blades of Leona's
likeness, “Boy is dat good. Dat's
beautiful, dat is. And Ivok at her
fascia infraspinata. If that ain't
somet'in"

“Excuse me for interrupting,"
snid Ferdy regarding Beano's par-
tially clad limbs. “The lady her-
self is in the studio™

With one leap Beano grabbed
his red robe and draped it about
him again.

“Excuse me, T left me sult in
Khe store.”

“¥ou left your sult in the store,”
gald Ross gently, He felt an affec-
Htion for his odd acquaintance who
had added the right touch of fan-
tasy to his Christmas shopping.
| "To be sponged and pressed?”
lanked Ferdy kindly. He too liked
hiz people odd,

“No,” Beano wiped the grease
maint from his face with the hem
of his robe. “I was in the store
find it came over me oll of a sud-
«len that what I wanted was fresh
lair. So I just came out."

“And asked me {o take him to
fthe hospital,” said Ross grinning.
“I hope you realize how lucky you
ere. I am not in Montreal every
day."

“Boy was I lucky. You don't
know the halt.” Bgno felt in the
pocket of the red robe for the lit-
tle leather bng.

At that moment Leona emerged
from behind the screen, fully clad
but her glory not hidden., She
was smitten with curiosity both to
see the particular male who had
admired her fascia infraspinata so
much and also to see where her
Ilatissimus dorsl actually was,

L] L] -
'I"HE‘. tall, clean-cut figure of Ross
should have absorbed her at-
tention #s ghe first emerged but
kho ghotk on her conventional
mind of seeing Beano McCluskey
a5 50 great that she stared and
at him. There was an fr-
sistible fascination in the recdd-
ng brow over the broken nose; in

¢ small head surmounting a

uge frame wrapped about by a
wed dressing gown trimmed with
E:I.__lo_n wool. Try as she would to

ring her attention back to the
\oldierly’ handsome face of Ross
ishe was drawn back by the fnex-
{plicable oddity of Beano.

+ Benno was responding with a
wogging of the jaw and o mouth
t hung open with wonderment,

t & face, what a figure,

THathbone and Benny came fin.
They had converged on the stairs.
There was a flurry of introduc-
tions and a spattering of ice-
breaking conversation, Then the
others becnme sware that there
was more than usunl intensity be-
hind the conversation of one pair,

Henny, immaculately elad in ex=
tremely quiet browns with the
faintest red stripe echolng through
mll of them, was easily the best-
dressed man there, but everything
was just too well-pressed, too new,
too much in perfect harmony, He
stood withh a tired nir before
Beano, looking with disgust at
that unfortunate's bedraggled con-
dition.

“So, you got up and walked out.
Just like that! Left your clothes
behind, all your papers In the

tunch, Perhapa I shouldn't bring
her after all”
({To Be Conilnucd)

Seattle Pitcher
Ordered to Report
For Army Service

ALBION, N, Y., Dec, 22 (P)—
Charles W, (Carl) Fischer, 37,
of Medina, pitcher for the Seat-
tle Paciflc Coast league club
last season and former Amer-
fcan and Internationnl league
hurler, has been ordered to re-
port for induction into the armed
service, the Orleans county se-
lective service board announced
yesterday.

Fischer, who la marrled but
hns no children, recently was
classified 1-A by the board,

A 43c nd recently brought 58
replies. Want ads get results!

HOLD EVERYTHINGI

pockets, ready to be handed over
to the police. The ice too I sup-
pose. Well I'm through, finished,
You can get back v New York
tonight, It you can

“Lizsien Benny, you got to listen,
I got the ice, I got everything ex-
cept me clothes™

“And clothes don't mnke the
man,"” sald Ross with a sly glance
at both of them.

“You're too Impulsive,
what it 5" sald Benny, "Ruins
you every time and now they've
got your papers

*Listen Benny, all T wanted was
gome fresh alr. There ain't any
law ngainst that"

A flicker of uncertainty crossed
the assurance of Benny's face, The®
point was won. Ferdy saw it and
clinched the matter.

*Meet me here tomorrow and
we'll go up together, Leona, me,
you two. What about you Ross?"

He turned to Ross but Ross had
disappeared, réemoving with him
Fay. Mpyra shrugged. *“Quick
worker, He's taken her out to

|
that's

“You'll just have to take our
word for it—you won't find

WAIT==TLL GO
WITH YOU/ IF you
CAN JUGGELE
THEM AN EAT
'EM, T WANT
TO SEE IT!

I™M GOIN'QUT TO
PLAY - OREN TH'
DOOR FER ME ,
WiILL You®

By J. R. Williams
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THIS CURICUS WORLD

anything in there on how to
M use a bayonet!" i
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By William |

Ferguson |

IN AFRICA,
SOME TRIEES IN
ETHIOPIA

LIKE THEIR STEAKS
RAW... .

AND THEY CUT THEM
FROM

LIVING CONS:.

— COPR. 1943 BY MEA STRVIGL. ING.

ON
THE OUTSIDE ON THE INSIDES”

Ly FEED GLENN,
. /z"/amzaqeﬂméam

FISH

SWIMMING IN SALT WATER

15 ONLY LIF;lMG A WEIGHT
o]

ONE POUND.

NEXT: Are mosi Christmas frees fir or spruce?

AMERICAN HEROINE
HORIZONTAL Answer to Previois Puxzle 10 Supp.les of
l,igep;cted GOMER = i - gtr';munl;iﬂn. |
erican i } gans
heraine, ;EE Eg "';' E =D S E—!B% hearing,
11 Area measure. --:F : - 17 Beholdl
12.Ells Engli PlLILNITIOEIUIRINEARE T
English = +-=1 18 Drop.
EINITIE S|E WIE
(abbr.). FRANCS 1=]121 Sloped.
13 Extent. Rl PIAIT] |SIR] 24 Regains
14 Negative = L Q]MEZ D possession,
15 Age. c] [R] m | 26 Broad piece of
16 Veranda, VIRLIEIE] FATIAP cloth,
18 Haul, rRIEAIPISEPlAYIEEITINIAIS] 27 Kind of soup,
20 Skills, SEMNATIEEILEFCIA [RI0] 30 She was the
22 International [A ﬁrﬂ{ihj:.l’ AR 1ARILISIEN l'uzrcaimii of the
lenguage. Ll 0[N Revolutionary
23 Symbol for Senoanol ey Battle of —,
samarium. 38 Music note, 56 Transpose 34 Speaks falsely.
24 Nevada city. 40 Inserl. {abbr.). 35 Make rich,
25 Staggers. 42 Essay. 57 Editor (abbr.) 38 Narrow sea
47 Concealed, 44 Small nali, 58 Warming. inlets.
28 South Dakota 45 Therefore, 59 Listens, 30 Aramalc
(abbr.). 47 Dawn (comb, VERTICAL (abbr.).
29 Exclamation. form). 1 Spoiled, 41 To worship.
30 Mire, 48 Portico. 2 Make a speech 43 Different,

Mack, Yax

31 Street (abbr.). 49 Thus. 3 Limb. 45 Half (prefix),
32 Compass peint 50 Item of 412 months, 46 Stove part.
33 Mineral rock. income. 5 Friend, 47 Half an em.
34 Iron (symbol). 53 Herman 8 Angers, 50 Decay.
36 Symbol for (abbr,). 7 Call, 51 England
tellurium., 54 Credit (abbr.) 8 Islet. (abbr.).
37 Born, 5 Sign. 9 Come In. 52 Before,
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‘(IT WAS FINE OF YOU, SON,

WH m? WELL, AFTER Nr?lL' GEE WHEIEWONS‘
i THERE SEEMED NO CONGRAT \
YOURE " T T ARENT YOU PUTTIN
MARRIED? EHKANE 7 CHOCLATE SaDAS
ALREADY ¢ W

OR ANYTHING T
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THE CHANGE

Our Boarding

PPl EGho uAS, BANKER BROWN!/
17 e THIG CHECK FOR, $260 15 MY
REWARD FOR CAPTURING

THOBE COFFEE BOOTLEGGERS!
wss TILL TRKE |0 OF THE #25
WAR BONDS, AND GINE ME

1 BILLS AND 25 SHINY
S0-CENT PlECES

— )

“House
With Major Hoople

BY ME!
& OKAY

FIGLRING BARGE BACK
IN MNEXT

7 THRT'S umowu{i HE'LL 32
FOR A BIRD

7/ \WHO oMLy WiEEK O
COMES To THE \[ CHANGE A
BANK ENERY [ QUARTER
N BO NEW GATURDAY [ AND GRAB
e TO GIVE WS A QU3
FOUNTAIN /(CALENDAR !

=P PEN A N
L TRANSFUSION.

HAR-RUMPH/
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)
b

[CTMAGINE THEM )
¢ FIGHTIN OVER ME !

L DETCHA I'M GONNA, y
L HAVE FLN OUTA 7

g TS e

g
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I Hey! MaT 50 Loun!
FOR ALL THE S00AS
HOLDY BUT FOR
A FEW THOUSAMD oF YourR
JUMIOR COMMANDAS P THAT
WOULD BAMKRUPT ME|

)

YOou

GEE! | WAS MOV, WELL. HWAVE YES,

HOPIN FOR A | A WEDDING SUPPER- | AL

BIG, FAanCY JUST OUR Oy === SJUET

WEDOING) BUT | LORETTA---AND QUR
LAOW === YOU  AMD MRS,

SLEET+* ~AMD GAMDN-

(I GOT THIS CARD
THIS MORMING —

“WE MAY NOT FIND

MUCH IN A STOCKING,
WHEN SANTA CLAUS
COMES AND DEPARTS,
BUT WELL HAVE THE
TICKING AND TOCKING
THAT CHRISTMAS WILL.
LEAVE IN OUR HEARTS.

FROM HER EVEN IF L CANT

SKATE ON THE LAKF
THIS WINTER, L CAN
WAIT LINTIL SLUMMER,
AND SWIM N IT/

SURE HAVE
A SWELL
GAL /

THEN L TELL YOU.
T IS BECAUSE YoU
ARE WITH ANOTHER

WHEN I SEE Yol TONIGHT,
JIMMY, PERHAPS YOU WONDER
WHY I RUN AWAY AND DO NOT
FINISH MY DANCE

MY JIM, I LIKE

IT MAKE ME JEALOUS,

1 LIKE You...OH, S0 VERY MUCH!

you NEVER A DAY PASS THAY L DO
NOT THINK OF YoU, MY JIM—MNEVER
70 1 SEE THE MOON THAT L DO WHAT
NOT REMEMBER THAT NIGHT IN [ IF THE

ENGLAND I AM LONELY...is
PLEASE COME OFTEN TO
CHEER POOR MONA
MONA, YES 2

Y

- 22
Wash Tubbs By Crane
OLE, RS S MISS VAN, [ ANT YOO A B\T (BUT UM ARG [ WELY. » | [oWELLL WHATE WO
\GEER L YOU WRNOWL SRE'S ?:Ehﬁ‘\_‘{ FOR THE BOSY MMEHTS « | WOTTA |, || 80 1 B0 ovi\v-é(z
EPORTIING FTOR WORK MGHT SANGT £ T OATED UF FNRNOW! || FReT LONCH
, WEEWS AND || owiYoURE
\ ({ WYEELEKS ARLAD (| O 5‘\;«%

JAMMING MY AX INTO THAT
CRITTER'S MOUTH WAS A GOOD
STUNT AT THE TIME ..,

BUT NOW_I'VE GOT TO

GET IT BACK...

MY ONLY REGRET ISTHATY|
WHEN T PULL A STUNT

LIKE “THIS, THERE'S||

NEVER NOBODY

WHAT A SMART
GUY I AM!

”. e

By V. T. Hamlin
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