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Million Nazis Face En

trapment Behind
RussWall

By ROGER D. GREENE
Associated Press War Editor
Marshal Semeon Tlmoshenko's

red armies, driving across the
middle Don steppes toward Ros '

tov, were pictured in soviet dis
patches today as having engulfed
several dozen more towns and
villages, captured 22,300 pris-
oners, and advanced so fast that
they seized German winter store
houses.

, "We are distributing Dutch
chocolate and Rhine wines to
our fighters," said a message
from Russian vanguards.

Hardships Faced
Military reports said the Rus-

sians were advancing on the
German-occupie- d eastern Uk-
raine on a long, straight front
some 200 miles west of Stalin-
grad, forming a deep line studded
with machlnegun positions, mor-
tars and heavy artillery.

Behind this wall and threat,
ened with entrapment, nearly a
million German soldiers and
their satellites are faced with
another: winter of bitter cold,
meager supplies and hardship.

. Rail Captured'''' Some red army trooos already

On five sectors of the long Russian front, the reds ere pouring
it on the naxis. Chief pressure o! the winter offensive was directed
at Millerovo (3) and in the Voroneih (2) and Stalingrad (4) areas,
The Russians continued their offensive near Rxhev and Vyasma

had jurgeitback lata,, the Uk,,.,' ralffe'reiice knowVi as "Russia's
'

Three Passengers Es-

cape Pennsylvania
Tragedy

By MARBEN GRAHAM
ALIQUIPPA, Pa Dec. 22 (P)

Twenty-tw- persons perished
lust night when two boulders,
one weighing more than 100
tons, crashed down upon a big
yollow Ohio River coach bus
crowded with homcgoing war
workers. Only three passengers
escaped, two of them with criti-
cal injuries.

The tragedy oc-

curred a milo east of here at
3:10 p. m., as the bus threaded
its way around a treacherous
"S" curve on a narrow, slippery
road. Three other busses were
Just ahead of it and two were
trailing,

Several Saved
The boulders toppled down

from a 100-foo- t Jilgli porch with
little warning, although the
driver of the bus behind said
Dymptro DanV Ksrnpon,

'
,27,

piloting . the " 111-- f a ted machine,
swerved' sharply to the left as
if trying to escape the falling,
death-dealin- mass.

This swerve" saved four per-
sona In the rear of the bus, al-

though one of these died later
In a hospital.

, Pulled Out
"There was no warning," said

Joseph, M. Manko, the lone pas-
senger abla to go home after
the accident "Just a crash and
not so lo'ud, either. I didn't hear
a cry, nor a moan. But I guess
I was stunned. I was pinned by
broken scats on top of me but
managed to pull out my legs.

"Men kept calling to mo to
climb out. They were from the

; (Continued on Page Two)

Eight Airmen
Escape Injury in
Flight Accident

SANTA ROSA, Calif., Dec. 23
(JP) Eight navy airmen escaped
without Injury when one plane
In a flight of four crashed
against a mountain, and the other
three made emergency landings
near hero yesterday.

The plane crashed after rip-
ping through B0 yards of tree-top- s.

It caught fire and was
destroyed, but its two occupants
were unharmed. Naval sources
said the other planes were dam-
aged only slightly.

Names of tho airmen, all from
a San Francisco bay district
training station, wore not

By FRANK JENKINS
'TODAY'S dispatches curry the
Or thrilling nows Hint tlio Run-Sin- n

advance toward Rostov rolls
on. Gorman counter-attack- s d

' by fresh rcsorves hnve
been repulsed, '

Tho Russian drive seems to
--have rcnl power behind It.

fiET out your mnp.
Find Rostov, nt tho north-eus- t

corner of the Sea of Aiov,
which Is an extension of the
Black Sea. Follow up the
Rostov-Voronei- h railroad to Mil-

lerovo a distance of about 120
miles. The Russians are report-
ed today only 12 mites north of
Millerovo.

Then find the railroad leading
west from Stnimgrad to a
junction with the Rostov-Voronez- h

rail line, A second Rus-

sian column is advancing west-

ward along this railroad and Is

reported today to have reached
Morozovskaya.

These two Russian columns ob-

viously plan to JOIN, probably
somewhoiB south of Millerovo.
They may have effected a
Junction already. If and when
ihey do, a solid wall will have

ten erected from the Hostov- -
Voronezh-Mosco- railroad east-
ward to the Volga above Stal-

ingrad.

nrODAY'S dispatches report
:A that tho Russians advancing
southward aro on both sides of
the Rostov railroad and are
straightening their front. We
are told thot they hold not mere-

ly a scries of populated places
but a. long, straight front, deep
In machine gun, mortar and
heavy artillery positions.

MOW measure on your map tho
A distance between Rostov and
the gcnoral neighborhood of
Millerovo or Komcnsk. You
Will note that it forms a relative-
ly narrow bottleneck, approxi-
mately 100 miles wlclo.
.. Back of this boitlcncck, strung
out from Stalingrad to tho Cau-

casus mountains, are nearly a
MILLION Germans.

'These million Germans are
facing entrapment. Your-- , map
will show you clearly how real
the danger Is.

THEY aren't trapped yet. And
a million Germans, ught In

a trap, can put up quite a light.
That is why the Russians nro
building a straight, strong, DEEP
line as they advance.
- But the situation that Is build-
ing up holds possibilities of dis-
aster for Hitler.

THERE'S a surprise In the
r ncws.today. British NAVAL
((Ircroft make a heavy attack on
JAP military targets at Sabang,
at the northwestern tip of tho
former Dutch island of Sumatra,
The planes were launched from

British naval force operating
n the Bay of Bengal.

The attack in Itself Isn't so Im-

portant, but as serving notice to
the Japs that the British have
strong naval forces operating In
that area It Is highly interesting.

PLANES TAKE

ONipiRA
Allies Chalk Up Small
Gains on New Guinea

Battlefront

By The Associated Press
British naval forces, boldly

thrusting at the "back door" of
Japan's South Seas zone of con-

quest, were officially credited
today with sending planes Into
a heavy assault on Japanese
military targets at the northern
tip of Sumatra, the, Dutch East
Indies, in the first attack there
since last March,

A British admiralty commun-
ique said British naval aircraft,
launched from warships operat
ing in the Bay 'of Bengal, made
the attack December 20 at Sa-

bang, at the north' end of the
900-mil- e long Island.

Fires Set
"Large explosions followed

by fire were observed," the ad'
miralty said.

London quarters said planes
from the 23,000-to- n British air.
craft carrier Illustrious. which
Was .reported, in 'the. Bay of
Bengal - October 23," possibly
made the attack. .: V ' ;

Sabang is approximately 800
miles east of Ceylon, the near-
est British naval base. , :

Akyab Attacked
' The raid, challenging Japan's

claim of several months ago
that Japanese forces- controlled
the Bay of Bengal, was carried
out without loss, it was an-
nounced.

Meanwhile, allied bombers
and fighter planes roared back
to the attack on the Japanese
base at Akyab, in Burma, as
Gen. Sir Archibald P. Wavell's
ground troops from India
pressed through coastal swamp-
lands toward the base,
t Guinea Gains

A united nations communi-
que- said RAF planes pounded

(Continued on Page Two)

50 Rooms, Plenty
Of Meals Needed
For Soldiers

The Commandos, who are
doing a bang-u- p Job of making
plans for the entertainment of
visiting soldiers, sailors and ma-

rines over the Christmas holi-
days, still need 50 rooms and
plenty of meals for the service
men expected here from various
points on the coast. . If you have
an extra room, can give meals
during the coming weekend, or
would care to donate to the
Commando fund, please call
9103, headquarters, after 1 p. m.

Mrs. Louis Serruys, Comman-
do mother, said that the response
Wednesday morning had been
generous but there' was still a
great need for both rooms and
meals.

Those not having room in their
homes may reserve hotel rooms
for the men, it was pointed out,
and any help given Commandos
in their effort to entertain. the
men who will be away from
home will be most appreciated.

War Bulletin
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS

IN NORTH AFRICA, Dec. 23
(p) Vigorous patrol activity
marked the battle of Tunisia
yesterday and "enemy artll- -'

lery has shelled some of our
positions," an allied commun-
ique announced today.

French forces fighting on
the right Wing of the allied

' line were reported to have
forced an enemy detachment
to withdraw after capturing
some axis prisoners and equip-
ment. '. ,. y

Farther south, the commun-
ique said, "French forces are
in close . contact with the
enamy." iv-- -

With Parents

t

(SB

Pittsburgh,. Pa., "mystery .baby'.?
Robert Tyson at a hospital there.

The parents, who Identified
of abandoning him.

IT
E

RAF Raids Transport
Facilities, Rail-

roads

LONDON, Dec. 23 ()
Throughout northern France and
the low countries many railroads
were blocked and vital German
military transport facilities were
in smoking ruins today in the
woke of widespread fighter and
light bomber operations by the
RAF under last night's full
moon, British sources said.

The air ministry reported the
attacks on many railway targets
and the damaging of many loco-
motives and authorities indicat-
ed the "Intruder" sweeps were
the largest in weeks.

All Safe
The air ministry disclosed that

the raiders Included Hurricane
bombers, Whirlwinds and American-

-made Bostons. Attacks were
(Continued on Page Two)

Army Announces
Higgins Will Build 1

Cargo Airplanes
WASHINGTON, Dec. 23 (P)

A- contract under which Andrew
Higgins, New Orleans ship-

builder, will build "a large num-

ber of cargo carrying airplanes"
for the army was formally an-
nounced today by the war de-

partment.
Neither the number of planes

nor the estimated value of the
contract was disclosed, the de-

partment saying only that the
planes would be built on a

basis, and the to-

tal outlay would amount to more
than $5,000,000.

Attorneys for Higgins said
some time ago that a contract
had been negotiated for con-

struction of 1200 cargo planes,
but there was no confirmation

this figure In the department
announcement.
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It was a Joyous return o
with his parents, Mr, and Mrs
The child was found In a hotel lobby.
the boy as their son, face a charge

Aerial Santa
Takes Turkeys to
African Front

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS
IN NORTH AFRICA, Dec. 22

(Delayed) Of) An aerial Santa
Clous has assured one group of
American soldiers, far In the
front lines of this battleground,
their traditional Christmas din-
ner.

Lieut. Robert S. Dorscy of
Pittsburgh, Kas., flew Into their
base with his bomb bay loaded
with 16 turkeys.

Tho delivery was arranged by
Major Joseph Cunningham, the
squadron leader, of Clarksburg,
W. Va.

Ho warned Dorsey of dire re-
sults it. hp harmed a single
feather of the valuable cargo.

The turkeys arrived with
every gobble and feather intact.

Large RAF Force
Heads Over Channel

LONDON, Dec. 23 () A
largo force of bombers crossed
the Thames estuary this after-
noon, headed over the channel
toward the continent. They flew
nt high altitude.

J.

pillboxes, and that was too much
for them they came in right
after us. Did a bloody good Job,
too."

The two officers who told of
the action were wounded in one
tank. One took over a 37 mil-
limeter gun after he was wound-
ed because the gunner was also
Injured. He saw two Japs hid-

ing behind a tree.
"I fired till I cut down, the

tree," said the Aussie, "and then
got the Japs one right in the
belly. Ho disappeared."'

The other officer then took the
ffrst one's place, but because of
the sighting slit was damaged,
had to operate, with the turret
open. He was merrily lobbing
hand grenades at a pillbox when
a shot, probably from a Jap Sni-

per,' pierced his helmet on one
side, ran around the inside of
his. helmet and out the other
side. He came out with a wound
that was not serious, but a beau-
ty of a black eye.

Dread basket," after capturing
the town: of Nlkolske. ,

, Altogether, on the middle Don
front and the central (Moscow)
front, soviet offensives were re-

ported to have wrested back
more than 800 miles of vital
rail 'lines needed by the Ger-
mans to supply and reinforce
their ' hard-presse- d Invasion
armies.

: - Resistance Crushed
'. German field headquarters as-
serted tersely that Russian afr
tacks had been repulsed in the
Don-Volg- a corridor and that "se-
vere fighting is continuing."

Soviet dispatches said eighl
(Continued on Page Two)

Motorists Urged
To Put Off Car
Repair Work

, WASHINGTON, Dec. 23 VP)
Because of the dwindling supply
cf automotive mechanics, the of-

fice of defense transportation to-

day urged motorists to put off
unessential repairs until after
the war.
, ODT said motorists should

make only those repairs which
ere necessary to safe operation,
or to prolong the mechanical life
of cars.

"Neither the manpower nor
the supplies can any longer be .
spared to repair bent fenders,
replace radiator grills, or do
other unnecessary repair work,"
ODT said.

(I) and pushed back fierce nasi

Movies Won't Be.Cen

sored, Says OWl ..

ChieJ , ;
WASHINGTON, De-;- . 3 OP)

OWI Director Elmer Davis said
today the declaration of .peace
and solidarity newly- concluded
between Spain and Portugal is
"a very encouraging sign" . that
the Franco government is truly
committed to a course of neutral-
ity.

'

' The formation of this Iberian
neutrality . block, he added;
should "exercise a '

stabilizing
effect on that end of the Medi
terranean." :

Excitable Hollywood
Davis, ranging over a wide

field, said that OWI, in request-
ing that movie, producers sub-
mit scenarios or screen treat-
ments to OWI before producing
them, had no intention of cen-

soring movies or ordering com-

pulsory changes in films. '

Hollywood's reaction : to the
request may be ascribed large-
ly, Davis said, to the fact that
Hollywood "is a very excitable
place and they're quite imagin-
ative out there."

Previously only completed
films have been submitted..
Davis said the hew system
would permit OWI to suggest
changes in the interest of the

(Continued on Page Two)

Reinforcements
Landed at Malta

LONDON, Dec. 23 (d5) Large
reinforcements, war supplies and
materials have been landed at
Malta "without major interfer-
ence from the enemy,"- the ad-

miralty announced today.
One was destroyed

during the operations, the ad-

miralty reported in a communi-
que. ";

Allies Slash at
Lines to

By The Associated Press
LONDON, Dec. 23 (IP) Two

axis warships and eight mer-
chant vessels were reported to-

day as sunk or damaged along
the Mediterranean supply routes
to the remaining German-Italia- n

strongholds in North Africa.-
Allied planes and British- sub-

marines and light surface ships
cooperated to slash at the arter-
ies of reinforcement for Marshal
Erwih Rommel and' Gen'. Wal-the- r

Nehring while British,
French and American ground
troops made ready for final
tightening of the Libyan-Tunisia- n

vise.- ' i
Allied aerial superiority was

indicated authoritatively in the
Tunisian theatre as well as in
Libya, where British and Amer-
ican planes have ranged - the

counter-attack- s at Stalingrad.:

Spare Tires May
Haye io'BeTaken,
Asserts Jeffers

OMAHA, Pec- - 33. (ff) Rubber
Administrator ' William Jeffers
said today that due to the rubber
shortage, automobile ,. owners
may-iiay-

e to give upJtheir pare
tires and it may be necessary to
take tires from cars of persons
who own more than one passen
ger. car;.- -

; ;

He made , the comment : at a
meeting , here to discuss simplifi-
cation of gas rationing forms for
farmers.' ; ' -

' Jeffers said the. recent .tire
collection drive netted: 10,000,
00A tires but about 40 per cent
are scrap' and from 30 to 39 per
cent are. worth' recapping. The
rest are ready, for immediate use.

Rushing the Season
Is Part of This
War Business ;
. . GRANTS PASS, Dec. 23 (F)
Rushing the seasons is just part
of this war business.

A display of valentines ap-

peared in a local store window
today with the admonition,
"Uncle ' Sam 'advises mailing

your valentine overseas some
time during Christmas week. The
very latest date Is January. 15.'
' And the funny part of it all

the sales are brisk. .

1000 Killed in

'Quake in Turkey '

ANKARA, Turkey, Dec. 23
(JPl About : 1000 persons were
killed and many more injured
in an earthquake Monday that
destroyed the town of Erbaa,
Turkey, near the Black sea port
of Samsun, telegraphic reports
said today,

Erbaa's - population. is about
5000. The reports said a death
list higher than 1000 , was ex
pected when rescue work was
finished. ......
Supply

African Front
skies for days virtually unchal
lenged by axis fighters.

A spokesman, at Lieut. Gen
Dwight D1. Elsenhower's head
quarters in North Africa : said
that . allied warplanes recently
seized . the upper hand in' ,the
Tunisian campaign despite such
handicaps, as muddy, airdrome
runways and a shortage of good
advanced fields.. He said the al
lied fliers now were able to car-

ry on a more widespread offen
sive against German ground
troops-tha- the nazi air force,

Persons familiar with Tunisia
said the rainy season .might con-
tinue to the end of January.
interfering with operations both
aground and, in the air.

Vanguards of the British eighth
army were reported unofficially

- (Continued on Page Two)

New Guinea Yanks Didn't
Wait for Order to Start

Nazis Claim Wiping
Out of British
Sabotage Party
i,;BERLIN, (From German
Broadcast), Dec. 23 (iP) The
German high command report-
ed today that a British sabotage
party was wiped out at Bordeaux
December 17 "before carrying
put its task."

(No report of such an opera-
tion, presumably by commandos
seeking to destroy German In-

stallations near Bordeaux, a big
submarine base, has come from
the British.)

7 SHOPPING
DAY LEFT--'

t eSfc '...lWABBlr', j

Buy Christmas Seals

By WILLIAM F. BONI
SOMEWHERE IN NEW GUIN-

EA, Dec. 23 (P) American in-

fantrymen who wore assigned to
mop up behind an Australian
tank force at Capo Endnlndere,
three miles southeast of Buna
village, when the attack started
December 18, were so eager to
get into action they didn't wait
for their signal, Aussie tank of-

ficers disclosed today.
Tho officers, who were tank

commanders In early stages of
the action, said the plan called
for and Aussio Infan-
try to occupy the territory, and
then tho Yanks to follow In be-

hind, cleaning out whatever .em-
placements the others had' by-
passed.

"That was tho plan," said an
officer who was wounded In the
head and hand when a Jap
climbed the side of his tank and
fired through a slit.

"But your boys saw our Infan-
try trying to . pull apart some

'THERE are no new develop-
ments In Burma. The British

bomb Akyab and the Japs bomb
Calcutta. There were three Jnp
raiders and two of them were
shot down. The Jap bombing of
Calcutta Is believed to be aimed
at tho morale of the Indian peo-
ple.

AN Interesting note comes from
. tho South Seas,
f American Plying Fortrosses

sink a Jap ship disguised with
tree branches and foliage to
make it resemble an island,. It

Q sunk Just off New Britain and
s presumed to have been on Its

way to Buna, trying to get sup-- L

i (Continued on Page Two)
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