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assured himself. If there was any-
thing he hated it was a dull
Christmas and he was beginning
to feel that Ferdy would not let
him down.
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CHAPTER III
""HBISTMAS Is a season of peace

and good will to all men,
season of snow and Christmas
cards, of stores brilliantly lighted;
and crowded with people and!

presents and gay wrappings and!

glittering tinsel and enough liv
ing replicas of Santa Claus to
leave in the mind of the average
child a pleasant confusion and a
confirmation of that gentleman's
miraculous ability to bo every
where at once.

Christmas Is also the season of
torture for those most noble of
men whose fate it is to imperson-
ate the gentleman who takes all of
the praise but none of the blame
for the festive season.

Of all the impersonators of
Eanta Claus Beano suffered most
but bore it all most nobly. The

man.
"Punctured in two places," said

Beano gasping for breath.
"So it sounds," replied the

young man. He was big and
pleasant and wore the black beret
of the armored corps.

He turned the car sharply, ig-

noring the truffle light, and sped
up the hill. The car swept to a
perfect landing on tho steps of
the hospital.

"Here's the hospital," said Lieu-
tenant Benson. "Is this really an
emergency call or would you ilka
me to drive you back?"

"I'd hate to trouble you," said
Beano. "But Benny Brien says
to me when I left him, if anything
goes wrong with your heart, he
says, look up a specialist by the
name of Ferdy In union Avenue."

At the mention of this name the
young man lifted his eyebrows.

"Ferdy?" he said.
"Yes, dafs it"
"I knew he was an artist at his

job and a wow with hearts but
hardly in the direction you sug-
gest"

Beano hesitated but only for a
moment

"You know him?"
"Know him? Why Ym spend

ing Christmas with him."
"well now ain't the world small.

So am L What say we look him
up."

.Lieutenant Benson relaxed. This
was the natural thing to expect
when one was a friend of Ferdy.
He began to turn the car.

Beano snuggled down as much
as his bulk would allow. "Mind
if I tune in on the police radio.
They get some interesting pro
grams."

"QuilC" said Lieutenant Ben- -
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fluence of the police bathed his
limited brain with a balm of
peace. But Beano had no real love
lor children. In spite of his size
and forbidding countenance in or--
dinar? life he was one of those THIS CURIOUS WORLD
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HE MOST HAVE BEEN AN PWFUL
grown-up- s that small boys fee!
are fair game. Under his disguise
89 per cent of the young cus
tomers who filed before him did
so with awe and reverence but
the other one ner cent, disbeliev
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TRAMP TO TREAT HER THE WAY
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ARMY MADE A MAN OF HIM
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ers and saboteurs, took every op- -
, portunity to destroy his new-fou-

npeace of mind. After the third
day they had succeeded complete- -
Jy.
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, The favorite technique was for
the saboteurs to approach with
the long line of waiting children,
and then as Santa Claus bent over
them to listen to their secret re-- inuests for Christmas, to slip
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thread noose over a few strands of
the low hanging beard and then

Too many little blue boys are
blowing their horn.

Owls have two pairs of eye- -

lids.
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ARE SArAG
SOME OF THE SILK THAT
THEY USED TO IMPORT

THEY ARE EXTRACTING

VITAMIN B
FROM SILKWORM COCOONS
TO IMPROVE THEIR DIET.
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storm-go- d,

6 Taunt
7 Either.
8 Crimson.
9 Declare.

10 Require.
11 Pointed shafts.
12 Small candle
15 Compound

ether.
17 Chaos.
19 Mountain

nymphs.
24 He is foreign

minister of

(prefix). 28 Eldest.
54 Indian gunny 32 Synovial sac.

cloth. 33 Golf courses.
56 Has ascended. 34 Mend,
57,58 He 36 Realize,

succeeded 37 One who
spares.

38 Stone worker,VERTICAL 42 Aromatic herb
1 Third sign of 44 Poker stake.

the zodiac. 46 Singing voice.
2 Odorous. 47 Biblical
3 One who pronoun.

attends a 48 Beige.
meeting. 50 Greek letter,

4 Taro root 55 Any.
5 Babylonian 56 Like.
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trail the loose end away with
them from the danger zone.

The saboteur would button-hol- e
a meek-looki- child and handing" the end of the thread would order" Siim to count three and pull hard YOU V BEEN A PRETTY SMALL GUY
and see what Santa Claus would
tiring him.
; The youthful saboteur would be
way in a trice, waiting to see

j1
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can happen quick and1sort of all atonce. sometimes'.
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Wash Tubbs

Boots and Her Buddies
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Alley Oop

j - (what happened and to give a suit-- a
(able horse laugh to add to the dis- - Vtomfiture of Santa Claus.

MONEY ON A
' This trick upset Beano's faith.

v In the younger generation and he
counteracted by gently stroking

...off his beard after each child
passed. But he discounted the
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ingenuity of youth and the end
came quite quickly.

it The climax came when one Boy
T slipped a bent pin under him as
'it he leaned forward to catch the
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whlsper of a tiny tot. He patted
the child affectionately and leaned
back. Action and reaction were.j,. instantaneous. He eave a velo of
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AH, MY JIM I ALWAYS YOU
ABE SUSPICIOUS! BECAUSE
I AM A SPY OF THE U6LY
JAPANESE ONCE, YOU THIUK

I AM ALWAYS A SPY. AH,
NO i MY SWEET... BECAUSE
OF YOU, I AM MO LONGER
SOJ I SWEAR IT.'

ffl M. BEQ. U. g. PAT. OFF.jj

SUPPOSE WE 6ET TOAH, v

JIMMY! L HAPPEN? THE POINT, SUAAR. WHAT
i HOW GLAD I

TO SEE YOU,
SWEETi BUT

PLEASE NOT TO
CALL ME THAT

NAME...0VER HERE
Am KNOWN AS

ANSWER: New Guinea.

NEXT: Beefsteak on the hoof.

BUT, MY JIM !

WHAT HAS
YOU ARE
61 AD TO SEE

you are
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1 MONA

pain, and leaped to his feet, lifting
tone of them sharply to contact the
seat of the pants of the offending
poy.
! Unfortunately It was the wrong
boy, a boy who was under the
edorwg eye of an amazon of a
mother. She charged like an ele-
phant defending its young and
per umbrella hit Beano between
the eyes and sat him back upon

SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER

Answer to Previous Puzzle 6ATHER trSrtuii pin. xiis leap back to his feet
was so sudden and accompanied

HORIZONTAL

1,6 Pictured
Spanish
foreign
minister, Gen.
Francisco

12 Javanese
skunk.

by so fierce an expression that the
mother was convinced he had re- -

i turned to attack her. She screamed
, and defended herself by a swift

Bttack with the umbrttia.
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Under other circumstances- feeano might have turned the
father cheek but he was at the
breaking point and he turned his
back instead and fled. He was-
plan of a singular simplicity of
mind and it didn't occur to him

"tto stop at the office and make
, explanations, particularly as the

lacking originality, had
Eoman, after him, "Stop Thief,
ciop miei."

REANO streamed through the
' r store like a red comet with

13 Before.
14 Withered.
16 To reward.
17 Compass point
lft Those who

dose.
20 Piebald. 37 Symbol for
21 Footed vase. samarium.
22 Dot again. 39 Home of
23 Grafted (her.) Abraham.
24 Persian weight 40 Ells English
25 Us. (abbr.).
26 Chinese 41 Colima.

measure. 43 Harvests.
27 Universal 45 Remunerate.

language. 48 Small vessels
29 Mass of butter. for heating
30 Symbol for liquids.

strontium. 49 Upper house
31 Paid notice. of Congress.
32 Bag (abbr.l. 51 French article.
34 Road (abbr.). 52 City in EgypL
35 Isaiah (abbr.). 53 Counter

rapidly widening trail of pursuers
and he realized with horror that
there was more than supposition
in the woman's accusation. The
little suede leather bag of dia-
monds beat against his leg as he

-- Iran reminding him that once in
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vestigation began he might be for- -

fever lost. The thought added fleet- -

pess to his feet and a lack of
"gentleness in his removal of any

opposition to nis progress.
He gained upon the pursuit as

(he pursuit gained in numbers and
confusion but any doubts he might
pave naa aoout the wisdom- of
Bight were finally dispelled by
tne necessity oi disposing of a

and heroic floorwalker who
attempted to interfere with the
Uirectness of his flight He was
compelled to dispose of the floor--
milker by placing him over the
notions counter without regard to
bis dignity or the inconvenience
bf scattering notions all over the
poor.

A car was pulling away from
he curb and with remarkable

presence of mind Beano flung
himself inside.
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("Christmas has come."

"Quick," said Beano. "The hos-jpit-

With the quick instinctive ac-

tion that distinguishes the Cana-
dian soldier, the young man in

Jthe car slipped into high gear,
lAccldenti? said the young

( 5?
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