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CHAPTER XXIV

WI!ENEVEH Karl bad been on

sontry duty the night before,
and a0 wan enlitled o o awny
from enrly roll call, the corporal
wrote him down, "Absent bub ne-
counted for," o al wlx that morn-
ing whon he awoke and saw the
cot bevlde him empty, he was not
at nll alarmed;

SWIth the glel sgnin,' he thought,
and smiled.

But at B o'clock Karl had still
not returmed, and the corporal
with rame misgivings about doing
him a bad turn, hod to report him,
It went down In his book under
the dote, Decomber Int. “Private
Flochior nbront without loave."

At 0 ho wis called into the cnp-
taln's offico to be guestioned,

At n lttle bofore 10, Just after
sunrlse, Paul Herrmonn and the
two soldiers, all white of fage, re-
ported that in the alley besldo the
shoomakor's shop they had found
fronh bool tracks mude since halt
past throe when the smow had
slopped falling. Near them, under
a scallering of snow meant to hide
18, they had seen a largo red stain,

All thirough the cold and gloomy
dny, tende with foreboding, they
searched. At a litle before 3 it
was alrendy dark agaln,

Up In tha hotel, Johann Stens-
gord sal with a group of soldicrs
and played 21 for beers, The mon
wers nervous, and stopped ones in
a while to pnze out the dark,
frosted windows, Somelhing was
afool In the village,

“You, Herr Stensgard,” sald one
of them, “are you golng to join
up? There's the Norweglan bri-
gude, you know, on the Russian
front."

“Ot eourse,” Johann told him
arrogantly, “I'm goltit to pub just
ns much into this fight ns any of
you."

They looked awny from each
other. The game had slopped.
Johnnn had the uncomfortnble
feellng that everything they sald
was directed at him, that he was
the outslder ameng them, tnd in
epite of all he hod tried, eould
nover be anything elde. "Well," he
eald, "well, let's get on. What'a
wrong?"

The man with the brandy leaned
forward over (he table. “You
know," he drawled, “there are
some words that mean the same
Lthing in German as in Norwegian,”

“Yes1" And the boy frowned
surprisedly. "What words?"

“Quisling,” the man sald slowly.

OHANN staried up, face crimson

with anger and hurt. He had
tried so hard to bo one of them,

fHut now such a hatred, and 5o
much of his father’s stubborneess
surged up In him that he would
as liof have gons back to the
village, It he had dared, "“Quis-
lng?* he mid. *Quisling. You
mean traitor? I thought you were
Germang, anidd were fighting for a
new order that would stop all
wara, all imperinlism, all exploita-
tlons. That's why I fight. And with
an ldeal like that before you, what
do old natlonal boundaries or lan-
gunges mean? What difference
does 1t make (£ I'm Norweglan and
you're German, o long as we fljht
for the same things? There nre no
more natlons. There are slmply
those Nghting for what they know
is the future, and those who are
trying to obstruct, 1f Quisling De-
leves In the new world, 'l say
‘Lang lve Quisling.' " He stopped,
pale and breathless, nnd was about
to turn when he heard his own
name calted behind him,

Ha wheelad, The corporal, with
a ghostly face, wns just walking
pagt, and there In the office door
stood tho enptain himself.

YHerr  Stensgard, could you
como In for a moment?”

The corporal sald in a low volce,
“Knrl Fischer has been murdered
in the village, His body was found
in the harbor."

Johann, though he had no Idea
who the man was, fell n curlous
uneaginess come over him, but
hearing the stunned silence at the
table, feellng how they were nll
looking at him, he dnred hesiinte
no longer, He walked Into the
oMee and shut the door behind
him.

FPHERE was a shorp edge {o the

captnin's  first greeting  that
made him feel al once that he
ought to be on his guard.

“You have been living In the
village » o o In the mayor's houge."

"1 had very little chanee to get
about,” Johann Dbroke in, My
father, you know , , '

"Unless the mon subsetibes o
Nasjonnl Samling you cinnot re-
gard him ns your fother. Ho i o
porson . . » Euspect like all the
rest”

Johann wet his lps, *“Yes, Horr
Kapitan, Of course,'

“Very wall, We shall know how
to denl with such people. Our
cyes have been opened. Now, what
roport have you to make on the
time you were living In  his
house?"

W1, o X saw very 1itle,” Johann
snld, and renlized wliat a fool he
had hoen not to take advantage of
hin stoy dn the village, "I think . ..
groups held meetings here nnd
there,” He was making a siab 1o
prove he hod not wusled oll his

timo,
“Wos a man nomed Gunnoe

Brogge ever nt those meetings?"

"I think so . . « but, I'm not
sure," .

“Was noythlng ever sald about
roesistaneo to the forces of ocou-
pation?"

"1 oo I don't know!

Konlg rose exciledly nnd shook
his finger at the Loy, “We are an
army of prolection, Who was it
who thls winter brought 40 train-
loads of grain into Norway? Who
s It who protecls theso people
from English bombers and landing
partles? What do we get In return?
Maotings! Plots] Hatred! Murderl”

Johann could not help belng im=
proessed by the logie of that argu-
mont, His opinlon of his father and
the townspeople annk even lower

than  before, Now, besldes con=
tempt, he could feel hatred,

“Wery woll! The enptnln whenled
nned went baelk to hils deak, “There
have alwoys been certaln danger=
ous reaetionaries In town, For ex=
ample, there In Knare Jensen, the
thoemalkter, Privite Karl Fischer
war murdered In the nlloyway ad=
joining his shop, We shall presume
It could nok huve been done with=
out his connlvance, Do you or do
you not know him to have acled
peditiounly  agalnst  the Heich
forves?"

“Ho hos talked In favor of the
government in London,"

“Goml, Now, the man who ewns
the canning factory, Brateganrd.
I Have suspected him of ordering
that fish be spolied, Am 1 correct?™

“1 have seen very Hitle of him
In the village," sald Johann, "I
don't know him very well."

“Am I correct?” the caplain re-
pented Inon thunderous volce.

noarly menseleas when ho (rled to
put up n fight, But none of the
guna had been found,
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“With that outfit no one will
suspect you of being a spyl”

"Yeu, Herr Knpltan."

Lantly, the fisherman, Gunnar
Broge. He is tho most peralstent
troublemalker of them all"

“You, Herr Kapitan! The an-
swer cime quick and strong, with-
out wavering.

Konlg punched a bell on his
dueake, nnd mude several gulck no-
tations on n slip of paper. When
the orderly entered and saluted,
he hundeéd him the paper. “Give
this to Licutenant Bock," he sald,
“These ure the three men who are
lo be nrreated.”

The newd spread ke fire In the
villoge, Gunnar had been arrested
at supper. Brategnord was alck
with  influenza, but hnd been
dragged out of bed by three troop-
era and forced to go nlong. Thae
ahoemikor's shop, where the chil-
dren had used to listen to storles,
war o shaombles, smashed by rifle
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butts, nnd Jensen had been beaten

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson

W. A. RAUSCH,
MEPHERSON, KANSAS,
WAS THROWN FROM HIS
BICYCLE AND INJURED
SERIOUSLY WHEN S740AA

BY' A TUMBLEWESD S
THE STEM JAMMED

THROUGH THE SPOKES AND

LOCKED THE FRONT WHEEL..
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A cow MAY BE DOCILE, BUT
SHE IS STILL. BOSSY,”

Says MACK. SHIELDS,

RrgEewood, MiwErsey

COMEL 1342 BY WEL BEFVCT. e

ovir $ 60,000
WAS SPENT IN TRYING TO
SAVE A/EATH HENS
FROM EXTINCTION, BUT
WITHOUT SUCCESS,” THE
LAST LIVING SPECIMEN
OF THIS GAME BIRD WAS
SEEN IN 1932.
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HORIZONTAL Answer lo Previous Purle 21 Exist.

1 Pictured U, S, TTLIC A 23 Twisted.
Allorney B EIAIT EIEAN 24 Metal fastener
Generdl, —— f2i={ES > B 25 Frozen waler,
e EILIAN RiA Fle LINIG] 27 Attempted.

12 Alleviate. EISISIE SIRITIGIOR] 28 One who
13 Courtesy title, EIS PlElSimM lubricates,
14 Verbnl. A Dl 1 INESIAIVIA] 30 Constellntion,
18 Military police [AIR| L EIELEAL | 31 Assail,
(nbbry. - |PIETIE C|AIMA[TIE] 36 Enemy agent.
16 Part of n RIST EIR|IIE a7 Sall?}r.
church, BEIT CIGE 38 Limb,
18 Biblical '@Toﬁg‘s % %"Fﬁ 30 Fright,
10 pronoun, tAlCRIBIEIL MIEclomME]TIS 10 lz\‘.nur:k.
Either, Y = ¥ 41 Z,
21 Dined, JREElIEIAICIRIONS 42 Make a
:‘,2:‘I\Tnvul‘)l. 45 Year (nbbr.). 3 Snake, mistnke.
24 Jumbled type. 46 Wenpon. 4 t 47 We.
20 Mnchine pnrt. 40 Strike lghtly. 5 f?mlz;lss poin 48 Appellation,
20 Pertaining to 50 Doctor (nbbr.) sl 40 Call,
Arablan 51 Toward, » 6 Be sented. 61 Bevernge,
32 Welid, 53 Mote secure, 7 Coarse part of 52 Eye.
43 Crystalline 65 Tantalum wheat. 54 Dhese.
hydroenrbomn (symbol). 8 Accomplish, 55 Tag.
34 Symbaol for 57 Narrow edge. 8 Arid. 468 High card.
Hlnum. 89 Spoll. 10 City in Néw 57 Before Christ
A5 Exlsta, 60 Afreement. Guinea, (nbbr.).
36 Alloy of lron 62 HelsaU.8." 11 Cloth measure 58 Musical
X En:l carbon, _— 18 Nenar, syllable.
a0 Congenl. rres 17 Gother, na n 60 Afternoon
41 Father (Sp.). VERTIOAL harvest. (abbr,).
44 Religious 1 Iron (symbol).16 Native metal, 01 Transpose
hollday, 2 Male sheop, 20 Fish egis. (abbr.),
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YEAH . DORRELLY/ TVE GOT
ALL THE HAY IN THE VALLEY
CORNERED/ MY PRICE 1O
YOUL 1S SIXTY BUCKS
AToN !
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FAW/ To THINK A BOER WAR HERO }7/ HMP! WHO DOES
7/7r WHO MARCHED PROULDIN INTO ¢
7 BLOEMFONTEIN WITH QUEEN /
VICTORIAS DOLEHTY HIGHLANDERS ¥ PAPER SACK 24+1'D BET)
NOW MUST PLOD THE DLLL
ROUTE. OF A NEWSBOY /<< EGAD/
PEOPLE SHOULD BE MADE TO
CALL FOR THEIR PAPERS DURING
INCLEMENT
SUNEARTHER!

%))

oD
BEET-MNOSE THINK HE!
72 FOOLING WITH THAT

ARNNTHING |IT'S SUST
CAMOUFLAGE FOR

/g
YA EMPTIES HE'S
BACK !
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A Fea O
vasa_be

ttle Orohan Annie

MARVELOUS

I'T WOULD BE
CRIMINAL TO LET
HIM GIVE UP NOW -

KATEE--GETS HIS FOR HIM~
HAS BEEM HIS SHE
Wes FOUR-—= HELP HiM{

SHE SAID -~ AND TJERRIBLY
MUCH SHE WANTS HM HELPED -

HAROLD
GRAM =

I'VE ALMOST. EINISHED
NAILING THE SIDES ---
OuU GET BUSY OM

Wash Tubbs

I pur SMITH N
THE SHIPPING

gy Harold Gray

DEPARTMENT ! HE
CANT MAKE ANY
OF HIS STUPID

-FIISTAKES DOWN

BON,1 HOPE TGS 5
Bwéi CAMNEY J Qe .
— = — || oG 30 ==+ 8
MAENWT) 3w
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Boots and Her Buddies

S sUBPLE KING
§ GDZ AND HIS
FREE MOOVIAN

———— )

1 NEVER SAW
SUCH A CHANGE

HAPPY?

PERSON, WHY, / MUST FIANCE!WHO WAS
SHE LOOKS, /BE SOME | LOST OVER DUNKIRKZ
POSITIVELY A REASON

e
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ONCE Yt
THANKFOL FOR
MY THREE RS

T, M

7 MOL) OUGHTAKICK |

HIS PANTS_BUT
THAT WOLILDN'T

BE CRICKET, SO
BRH\l}kC?'HM

YEZZIR,YOUR HIGHNESS..,
OUR LEADER ASKS FOR A
CESSATION OF HOSTIL|=

TIES AND SUGGESTS
A GET-TOGETHER.
ON SOME PEACE

LIEVE [T/

MY GOSH, OOP! T |
EENY CALLING /GUZTHAT |
FOR. A PEACE ( OLGALS
CONFERENCE.. /£ UP, TO

I CANT BE- L SUMPIN?

A MAN PERHAPS. HAVE d
You NOTICED SHE'S RE
CCME OVER A | THERE '\ MOVED THE PKTURE OF




