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CHAPTER XVI1II

N the told gray dorknoss Karen

came down the hill, and wan
met by an anxlous Marglt ot the
furmyurd gote, Thoy slowed the
Hisla nnd the knnpsock shfely awny,
and erapt upatoles Into the ehilly
bedroom,

Margit had hardly slept. The
twa girls lay In thele eold hed,
wrappod the heavy quilt tightly
arovnd them (tiore was no henl
upatalre), and tolked hureledly in
low whispers, Bul only s few min-
uten  passed  bofore they henrd
Outerhalm come deiving ot s furl-
oun rato up the yopd and into the
formynrd, Morgit looked oul the

c Wi, and apw Bim unhitehing
the swedling horses,

“Olut, Ol he kopt ealling In
n mullled volee. A young Iad ran
otil of the house beating his mit-
lened hands together, and helped
him got the horses into the barn.
Then both of them, blowing elouds
of steam out from under thelr fur
hoode, got to work HtUng severnl
lurjge metal boreels oul of the
melgh ond rolling them one by one
down Inlo the cellar,

The girls crept baek into bed,
Muorgit wns  ahivering with a
etranga prosentiment, Knren'ns
news that Karl might have to
leave Trollness, her father's In-
explicable movements down in the
eourt, nnd lor awn aleepless hours
rombined (o monke her more
trightened than slie had ever heen,

A furlous pounding on the door
woko them, Marglt sat up quickly,
blinking in the bright morning
light, The wind klcking up out-
doars had blown a fine elfting of
Know n st the open window, “Ja,"
the enlled, shivering, and pulled
the quilt up,

e housekesper, a big, woman
In a gray skirl, apron and blouse,
came in with a frown an her

round, good-natured face., *“Up
with you,” she called. “Up with
you,” and waddled acroas the

room. “In my day girls didn't lle
In bed until half past nine In the
morning.”

Karen sal up gulliily, pulling
the sheels around her shoulders
ngainst the cold. "1s It renlly =0
late, Pru Eriksen?'™ she erled,

A tew minutes Inter when they

Marted down into the kitchon, they |

heard Fru Eriksen's volce from
ny far away ns the upatairs land-
Ing, Large and hearty, it wos cry-
Ing, “Look shorp tn the oven. 1
smiell Fra Roledag's biscults, You'll
never gel fal on your arms if you
stand stil" And fhen she must
have heard them, for she ealled,
“Ha, ha, here they come, the lary
sleepiers, Gosslping all night lang,
andd can't get up in the morning*

A NI} down the stales came Karen'

and Marglt with thele faeces
wanhed, but looking very sheepish,
Both in brown dresses and heavy
siockings coming to thelr Knees,
md ench one with three woolon
petticonts billowing heneath her
abedrt,

“Ciet book up and put on your
thoes” Fru Eriksen cried at them,

“Oh, please don't make us,”™ sald
Karan, trying very hard (o keep
hor eyes open,

And Margil, peering over her
friend's shoulder, sald, "ls there
any breakfast Jefi?"

Fru Eriksen leaned back and
Inughed, hands on her brond hipa,
MO, what silly geese, she eried.
“Of eourse there's breakfont.”

"Where s everybody?"
ankad,

“Whoaver Ilsn't here s P the
barn," ealled Fru Eriksen! *and
who {an't in tha barn, and that's
your father, has gone down to nee
the doctor,"

YTo my father?" Karen nsked,

“YOf courne,

Anid the girls looked at ench
other In somo surprise, for gince
Johnnn had eome home, no one
went to the doctor's houss If he
could avold 1t

Far in the background they kept
on hearing the clatter of plates in
the aink and Fri Eriksen's booin=-
Ing volee, and the little mald's
nrawars. They swung their brown-
etockinged Tegs under the iable,
and ate ancd. drank, and felt the
drowsiness steal bock over them.

A sharp rap at the door made
them sit bolt upright. And then
the door blew aopen, and n breath-
Ines 10-yenr-old boy tumbled In.

“The Herr Doktor," ha panted,
"“the Herr Doklor', . "

Fru Erlksen slnmmed the door
and toak him by nn enr,

“Ow," he walled, and pointed at
the girln, "“The Horr Doklor pays
ha wants to meo them."

“Us" sold Karen, and felt a
eold chill run over her. “Us?
Whnt for?"

Franzl twisted
should T know?"

The girls looked st each’ other,
Karen with n startled hand at her
mouth, and the same thought was
in Bath their minds,  All the while
they hod heen silling so calily
nnd onating Lreakfast, . . . They
turned and van upstairs fn a swifl
patiering of slockinged feot to ot
thelr bools. “My father In down
in tho villnge too," Margil whis-

.nel'ﬂ‘l. “Karen, do you think , ,
- . .

THE two pale and silont glels

“ walked qulekly down toward
the village, At the doctor's white
gute, hall eovered by snow, they
slopped and  whispered n  fow
words 1o ench olher before they
turned in. Three men followed
them olmost to the door, Onea
Karen (dork yellow hale and a
seared  faco under hor  hood)
tirned to look at them; then both
of them ran Into the holse,

In tho emply hallway they ook
oft thelr coats, hoods and boots,
Karen kept welling her lips with
har fongue, Then, tide by side, on
thickly stockinged feot and in
Identignl brown drosses with finr-
ing skirts, they openecd the door
antd walked into the docior's oM.

The first man they snw wos Mor=
ten. Mortenson on the window
sont, evouiched ke o monkey with
Iis thin arty wrapped about his
Kknees, Maorgit's father wan aftling

.\\'IH\ Iis hack 1o the deor, rough,

Margit

frea.  “How

ol honds on the arms of his ehalr.
Dr, Stensgnrd, looking pufler
about the faco than usunl, was

pentod, half ln shndow, at his desk:
The blinds to e alrect window
warne down, and the room wok very
ntill,

Suddenly the doector sald in a
atrolned voles, “Koren!

‘The tightness grew, Both girla
broathed o Hitle fastor, “Yen?"

“Whore are your -ekia?"

Kuren was atunding ns streafight
nn she was able, hardly breathing.
She thought at any moment she
walld fuint. ©Of course they know
pomething, but how much? And
whint was Marlensen dolng there,
Inoking do eatisfied and solemn?
She triod to ook ot Margit out of
the corner of her eye, and fell
her hand  agueezed hoavder  and
harder,

Tha doctor went alowly back o
hia desk.  "Answer my gqueation'

“My skin are . . . In the eourt-
yard ot the farm,”

The doctor smaahed his  fst
down on the desk. “"You're lying.
Hore Mortonsen naw Your akls in
front of the collage up at the
shnter)"

The girl turned toward Maorglt,
Then very alowly slie went 4o n
chalr and slld down into it as If
she no longer had the strength 1o
stand,  Her brown skirt billowed
out In front of her, and uncon-
selously nhe pressed It down 1o
cover her kneap,

“Karen,” her fother snld plead-
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Ingly.
Suddenly ahno felt small and
weak, The faces, quentioning and

darkt, bent toward her, awam and
srew lnrgor and larger, The room
begun turning so that she hod to
clutehsnt the arm of the chale ta |
ntendy herself, She was herself, |
ond na one else.  “Oh, Karl, Karl,"
she thought,

It surprized her tn hear how
clear hor own voles sounded, 1
won't deny (L It's true, and 1 am
going 1o have n child™

(To Be Continued)
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Out Our Way
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