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PATTLETOSi HEAR, frpHE two girls, back home from

Hie noctor, kneeled side by side

i.'" EGADj
HALL'

OF- - WIS blv- - ;nn the bed in Mnrgit a room and

"7,impatiently watched Osterholm
clown In the courtyard, as he mmliltchcd two horses to a sleign.

"Look how ho dnwdlcs," she
bonds ' V A

lng her about what they would do
when peace came. An old col-

league, now in Switzerland, had
promised him n teaching appoint-
ment at the University in Lau-
sanne. "Lausanne," he said, "Lau-
sanne. It's such a pretty place."
He talked about their house near
the lake, and how he would go in
to his classes in the morning and
come back at four every afternoon.
"We'll have a dog . . . would you
like a dog, Karen? . . . and neigh-
bors you could .gossip with."

THE wind blew hard outdoors,
Spiling deep drifts up against the

windows. Somewhere in the dark
an owl hooted. Karl leaned back,
looking all the while at her proud,
tUted head across the table. He
realized how she had changed
since they first met. The pale skin
of her throat was warm. Her bare
arms on the table were round and
smooth. Never before had she
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The only weapon I have is
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seemed so womanly.

She rose silently, picked up the
lamp, and carried it to the mantel
over the hearth. And then, stand- -
ing in front of the warm fire, she
shivered suddenly.
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"Karl," sne assed, turning,
"what's wrong?"

"Nothing."
"You're going to be transferred

from Trollness.y
"No."
"Karl." She turned him about

and made him face her. "Please
tell me the truth. Troops are going
to Russia, but I didn't think . . ."

"Well," he said after a moment,
"it's only a rumor."

She felt cold and sick. "You're
lying," she whispered. "It is true."

He took her by the shoulders.
"And . . . even if it should turn out
that way ... it doesn't change
anything. I'd be back ... in time
to go to Lausanne."

(To Be ConHnned)

whispered tensely. "He won't bo
gone until dark."

"It's only quarter of three."
Karen was still thinking of Karl.

"Margit," she said, "do you realize
It's his birthday. I have, to make
him so warm and quiet he'll forget
everything. If I'm to be his wife
..." She turned quickly. "Did he
say anything when ytiu gave him
the note? Did he say he was sure
he could come? Did he say it was
all right?"

"There was no time. But he
nodded to me. We had an officer
watching us."

It was three o'clock by Karen's
watch before the fanner had
climbed into the seat, wrapped the
blankets around him, and waving
goodby to them, trotted the horses
out the path, and down onto the
Namsos road. As soon as he was
out of sight the girls leaped oft
the bed and clattered downstairs,
keeping a sharp lookout for the
housekeeper and the farm hands.

Margit, shivering, hugged her
. and kissed her cold cheek. The

snow fell faster through the crisp
and quiet air. "Get back before
minup," she said. "Get back before
anybody comes." And then she
watched in the lowering twilight
as Karen, carrying the knapsack
over her shoulders, slid oft 6ilently
over the first rise.

The evening came very fast, and
brought a cold wind cutting from
the northwest. Up in the forest, the
dark, spruce hung heavy
down, casting gray shadows over
the valley below, and the brook,
when Karen crossed it, was a
frozen series of slender stalactites,
dropping shelf on shelf downward
from the hills. When she got to the
bare and desolate fields she trav-
eled faster, came down in a long
glide to the saeter cottage, swirled
about, and stopped to catch her
breath. Then she slipped off the
knapsack, unbuckled her skis, and
opened the door to the dark house.

TVTARGIT was the only one who
" ' knew everything, from the
beginning. It was to her that
Karen had poured out the whole
story when she came back, giddy
and frightened from her first
meeting with Karl. "Oh, Margit,
Margit, he really loves me," she
had cried. "What must I do?" It
was as if she had once pretended
to be a woman, and now could no
longer be a girL

So they had talked it over, Mar-

git more frightened than ever
when she saw how serious her
friend was about this most dan-
gerous affair. '
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9Evil.
10 Rough lava.
11 Compass point
12 Lion.
14 Tap lightly.
15 Skill.
16 Auricle.
18 Beret
20 Coal residue.
21 Girl's name.
22 Medical

doctors
(abbr.).

23 Employ.
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15 Exist
17 Recording

secretary
(abbr.).

19 Resident of
ancient Media.

25 Farthest down
27 Provide air.
29 Little mass.
30 Bind,
32 He is

concerned
with U. S.
relations with
Latin .

33 Golf term.
34 Angry.
35 Musical note.
37 Sodium

(symbol).
38 Obliterate.
39 Chance.
44 Pronoun.
46 Upon.
49 Circle part
51 Make a
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. "But he s German," she had
said. "He's an enemy."

Once, in the midst of a quarrel,
the younger girl had shouted, "I'll
kill you if you say another word.
If I could trust you I'd tell you
why, but I will not stop seeing
him."

So Margit had fallen silent, and
said never another word. She had
seen the weeks pass, counted their
stolen meetings," 8nd prayed no
trouble would come of it

.:: ..;:'"MIGHT after night, ignoring her
A father's scoldings, Karen had
slept at the farm. She had grown
quiet and thoughtful, and full of a
strength and decision that not
even Margit had ever suspected
In her.

She looked at her watch. It was
later than she thought, so she got
an old broom out of the corner and
began to sweep, then dusted, and
got three Ted pillows down out of
the wardrobe for the chairs, and
when the cottage was all clean and
in order, and the things from the
knapsack were laid out on the
table, last of all, she went to the
shed, collected wood, and brought
it back in.

The flames spread and grew as
if the logs were tinder, crackling
and roaring with the wind down
the chimney. The whole cottage
became bright, and gradually a
warmth spread into the farthest
corners. Half an hour later, going
out to get water for cooking, she
was surprised to see how cheerful
the little yellow windows looked
in the middle of the dark field.

Then it was not long and she
heard his loud halloo outdoors,
and jumped, trembling, fussed at
the white cloth, looked for
matches, lighted the candles on
the table, then ran and flung open

t the door. "Karl," she cried. "Kari."
He threw up an arm in greeting
and swirled about in a great circle
in the darkness. She plunged out
into the snow to meet him.

"Happy birthday, Karl. Happy
birthday." She danced about ex-

citedly, nearly losing her balance
in the drifts. He unbuckled his
skis and propped them up next to
hers at the door. "Where have you
been?" she cried. "I thought you'd
never come. I was sure something
had happened."

He laughed, flung an arm about
her shoulders, and took one last
look out at the field. "Well, wife,
it's a long story. Just as I was
lpaving my last class, the Dean
slopped office, and we had a
talk. 'Hen- - Doktor Fischer,' he

. said, 'I have been listening to your
lectures . . .' " He walked into the
cottage, pulling off his hat, and his
voice trailed away. She slipped in
front of him and turned to see his
face.

"Do you like it?" She swallowed,
and kept watching him tensely.

His eyes traveled over to the
fire, to the supper, the white cloth
on the table. It was like years ago
when he was ten and twelve, and
had come homo from school in the
lute afternoon, and found his
mother in the kitchen. He smelled
the food and heard the crackling
of the flames, and felt suddenly
such a warmth rise up in him he
could not speak.

They ale supper together quiet-
ly, looking at each other over the
cups and saucers. He started tell--
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1 Instead.
2 Alleged force.
3 Diamond

weighL-

of the Khonds.
42 Sun god.
43 Palm lily.
45 Fish eggs.
47 Like.
43 Greek letter.
50 Five and five.
53 Part of fish,
54 Inquire. '

55 Age.
57 International

language.
58 Alternating

current
(abbr.).

59 Before
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cards,
27 Dry.-
28 Pointea' shaft.
30 Rigid.
31 Member of

tribe.
32 Atmosphere.
33 Ignited.
36 More ill- - '

tempered.
40 Mineral rocks.
.41 Earth goddess

4 One who eats.
5 Foe.
6 Conducts.
7 Cloth measure'
8 Come back.
9 Lower in

grade.
13 Desert

watering spot.
14 Brazilian state

mistake.
52 Slight bow.
53 Winnow.
54 Arrive

(abbr.).
56 Account of

(abbr.).
59 Italian river.

(prefix).
60 He is of
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