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CHAPTER XXVIIT
4MYUICK! Stralghten things up!
Oh, hurry, everybody, hurryl
Tha dinner table—I had every-
thing set. The chalrs—my clothes
~—Oh!"

Nancy Hale was incoherent but
sha was working furiously now.

Automatically the others pliched
in. The living room looked like
= wreck one moment and looked
neat aguin the next. In mpite of
Blythe's and Duane's fight with
the two detectives, things hadn't
been broken, The detective called
Ed went aver to the window and
peeked out.

“So that's them, eh!™ he sald.
T know them two, By gosh!"

"I don't get it," Dunne Hogan
began, “Do you mean to tell me,
Nancy, or Bly, that you—"

Nancy looked desperate, T tell
you we haven't time to talk nowl
Duane, dump those clothes back
in the closet, And Scooter’s toys,
Y've got to get an apron on and
Jook calm! Don't you understand?
Calm!"

*But how can—"

The detective apoke again. "Mrs,
Hale's right, Help her go through
with it We got to have proofl
Evidence, see.)

“Yes! Oh, Duane—you
Blythe, Come with mel"

Frantically now she began to
herd all of them right back into
that same clothes closet!

First she pushed Duane in, Then
Nancy., Next the two detectives
themselves, All the while she was
stage-whispering Instructions to
them.

“You must be absolutely quiet!
I—they're coming around the
bullding. They'll be careful so no-
body will see them start up the
stairs. You get back in the closet.
Way backl It's big. They used
fo store gym equipment there
Back against the wall, all of you!
Remember the gamblers were to
hide in there, {00, and they may
coma snooplng, 8o you—"

“Mrs. Hale, you make "em talk
nagain, secl” a detective asked
*Make "em repeat what they sald
{0 you before. Everything! And
don't give "em no chance to harm
yoi. They'll have guns that ain't
loaded with blanksi™

L “Sh-h-h-h-hl" warmed Nancy.

and

Next moment the closst door

osed.

RLYTHE could feel the utier

strangeness here, For the sec-

nd time in 15 minutes she was in

place, this time not with two

ut three men. She could senss

eir presence even if she could

'uo nothing, She could hear Nancy

fripping around outside, obviously

last-second arranging of de-

! Her own thumping pulse

was likely to give everything
hway, Bly felt.

All at once, then, everything
Rlse went still

Nancy could be heard no more.

e detective named Ed was still

reathing a lit{le heavily from his
exertion with Duane, But Duane
himself, backed ngainst the closst
fwall, was like a man of iron.
| Slowly, surprisingly—and de-
{lightfully!—Blyths realized that
[Duane’s arm was completely
around her! She could feel the
drise and ebb of his own slow
breathing as he held her to his
side. His muscles were tense, A
tury dragged by—It may mc-
funlly have been two minutes—
mnd then she felt Duane stirring.
i\ *¥ou all right?” he whispered,
right at her eur,

For answer she squeezed back
on the hand that held hers,

*“I couldn't have stood it,” he
svhispered, “if you hadn't been,
¥f any harm had come to you!"

Good old Dusne! The pest
friend n girl ever had.

“Bly.

“Yes, Duane?”

“They—I don't hear them yelt”

“No./"

“I want to say—Bly—it seems

to me the time has coms for me

l—for me to &ay what I've wanted

to say, I have fo ask you some=

thing."

“Nancy was innocent, Duanel

Don't you understand? She was!

I'didn't know it either for ever

80 long, It was horrible. But she

wnsn't trylng to do anything mean,

Instead, she was—"

T wasn't talking about Noncy.”

“What?"

Nancy's footsteps again were

tripping nervously around outside,

One of the detectives fell back
rough the darkness and touched
lythe in warning to be still, But
uane didn't know that,

“Bly,” sald he, whispering ever
o low, right at her cheek, "You

ad the courage . . . to come up
here alone! To try to—!"
YShehihi-h!" the detective wven-

tured, just in time.
LL four of the people here in
the closet were suddenly tense
mgaln, Naoncy was opening her
front door!

“Hello," they heard Nancy say,
flat tone, “Come in"

There was quite a long pause.
Those in the closet could almost

the new arrivals taking in the
lving room, so vivid was the
drame in their minds,

“What about L7 tliey Heard a
man's volce ask. ‘“Everything
ulk{ﬂ_"

“Yoli wanted to ses for your-
self” Nancy reminded them.

. Two men glowly eniered her

¥

room and she closed the doof,
careful fo conceal the lock that
Duane Hogan had broken. Blythe
recognized the volce of the man.
1t was the same brassy gent who
had first called,

“Did you bring the money?
Nancy was sdmirably cool now,

*Nev' mind about the money!
We got it, all right. We want to
ses you finish your amct first. We
don't intend to get ripped this

“What do you mean?™

“Miller took the money first,
then didn't fix the game. You
better fix il! Get me?”

*“I understand,” Nancy sald.

*He's got a payoff coming to
him. We ain't had time yet. But
you—you stick by us, see, and
you'll have everything jake. Get
me? You got what it takes, Like
I told you, I Uke you myself™

Do you?™ -

“Sur-r-r-¢, kidl You got looks.
Know what I mean? Told you,
dida't I, Hymie?"

“You wasn't lylng'” sald the
man Hymie, “Mmmmm!"

That was Nancy being person-
ally appraised again, Blythe knew.
She felt Duane Hogan's muscles
tighten.

#Git this over, you stick with
the boys downtown, kid," Hymis
put in, unctuously., *Now what's
the Jayout here?™

The other one explained. *“We
stay in that closet. She gits the
two football punks up here, Ho-
gan and Dana, She feeds 'em. She
gives 'em tha sleep pills. Mokes
‘em lazy. We can tell in 20 min-
utes, She sends 'em out on-an
errand. We give her the grand,
and then we blow. Nobody scen
us come up here, nobody'll sea
us leave, That's the whole ticket,
ain't It kid?"

Biythe felt a stirring In front
of her, She thought she hesrd
the hammer click on a gun.

"Open the door,” one dotective
murmured to the other, “We got
evidence enough"

(To Bo Contlnued)

HOLD EVERYTHINGI

“No, no, Mrs, Twiffle! You
inspect their work, not their
ears!"

“That's what you sald,” Nancy
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2738.1416, 47 Disease, 40 Break shork
28 Nut. 51 Meadow. 1 Animal 48 Water fowl.
30 Small mallet. 52 Fruit, 2 Sick. 48 Impoverished.
32 Near, 54 Perform. 3 Negative. 40 Molding.
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HOW DID YOU
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DRILL THOSE
HOLES WRONG
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OF AM OLD SAlLOR
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IF HE WRITES LETTERS
LIKE "THAT HE MUST
LOVE YOU, MILLIE /
WHY DON'T YOu

MARRY HIM 2

SAME TIME L SAW

¢
_‘I‘__HoRAcs GRUPBLE OF l

HIS CITY RECEWED WORD
TODAY THAT HE 1S THE
SOLE HEIR TO THE ES~—
TATE OF HIS LATE UNCLE
JASPER ) WHO WAS WIDELY

AN ITEM N TODAYS
PAPER. |

KNOWN FOR HIS MANY
PHILANTHROPIES . THE
VALUE OF THE ESTATE
WAS NOT REVEALED/®
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PLAYING ARITHMETIC, JPLUS THIS
LETTER.,
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THE ESCAPED PRIS-
ONERS ARE BELIEVED
TO BE WEARING GERMAN
UNIFORMS, YOU WILL WATCH
THE ROAD WITH CARE.WE
ARE SURE T0 SEE ANY
WHO ATTEMPT TO
CROSS IT
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(HMM! THEY VE
THROWN A RING
| AROUND US, TRYING | 8
TO CUT OFF OUR
ESCAPE
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WHO ARE SUPPOSED TO
GET THE RAW MATERIAS
THE HEAD OF THAY

OFFACE \S MY
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g, e, v, BER U8 AT, Or T
Bv. Martin

STRING YOU UP? WELL,
YOU AIN'T GONNA GET OFF
THAT EASY. WERE GONNA

SEND YOU RIGHT OVER TO
EENY AND HER I:\A%%Z:f ?

0 ‘AN TO THINK
IVE HEARD




