
"Before the "gun shot he was al-

ready leaping up the stairs. . Tha
door was locked, but he grasped
the knob and braced his feet for
a power pull.

(To Ba Continued) "
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this week, tha commandant at
Lincoln Field had given each footr
ball player who wanted it a three-da- y

leave from duty. Most of

TJE went straight to Pop's office,11 waded through the 20 or SO
men crowding around there.
Promptly he was introduced to a
brusque stranger named n.

"Look at this, T. J.!" Loumann
said, holding Duane's hand and
appraising him carefully. "This
is him! The same one! Hoganl
T. J., get an option on him for
after the war. Get it quick. May-
be we can arrange one picture
wish him even before the "

"Where's Blythe Miller?" Duane
broke in. "Where is she?"

"Look. son. I'm Loumann of

them took it with a whoop and a
holler. They could sleep late, loaf,
(o places In the city, and at Pop's
direction concentrate on strategy

pmrmr
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60NOS
to whip the State U. team Thurs
day afternoon.

uunne Hogan, however, was
somewhat of an exception. He n
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"Where's Bly? Pop, where'a
Ely?"- Hogan roared a bit now.

Nobody knew. Summers, tha
newspaperman, looked

around. He had been
with Blythe a bit ago. But evi-

dently she had left
Duane left, too, nodding a prom-

ise to talk later. The men resumed
their chatter as Duane shut the
door. Outside, he wasn't quite
sure where to look for her. Nancy
Hale wasn't there in Pop's office.
It must be nearly S o'clock he
looked at his wrist watch.

"She wasn't invited to Nancy's,"
ha recalled, "but she mightVe
gone up there early for something.I better go see."

He went around to the far door
and turned up Nancy's stairs. In-

stantly, strange nimbly noises In
the apartment halted him. The
stair hall was almost dark, but
tha sounds were unmistakable.
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Somebody was scuffling or fight-
ing somebody else up there!

liked to fly even more than he
liked football. It came second
only to his home occupation of
ranching, in his mind.

"Could I have a ship for a while
this afternoon, sir?" he asked
Major Winshlp on . Wednesday
noon. "Coach Miller has ruled out
any football work. I'd sort of like
to uh

The major smiled. "Postman,
taking a walk on his day off

Bailor, going boating in the park!"
Duane grinned. "Yes, sir."
"Take the ship of course, Hogan.

Like to sea that interest."
"I thought I might take np

Heavy Underwood, too, sir. He's
knocked out of the game, but he's
well enough to fly as a passenger."

"That's the spirit, Hoganl Per-
mit granted.

"Thank you, sir."
That's why people liked big

Duane from down on the Rio
Grande. It was generally known
by now that he the
widow, Nancy Hale, and her little
son when they were dramatically

'dumped Into the football team's
lap a while back. He had rebuilt
the loft apartment for them. He
had given them a friendly social
rush. He had , brought baby
Scooter a puppy one destined to
play' a part in tho Aggie game
last week with Duane hitnif;

It had all won them national
prominence and it had linked
Duane's name with Nancy's in a
romantic way. Duane himself had

, never commented on all that Big,
Duane.

JJE and Heavy Underwood had
ome new gadgets on a training

'Uooa grief!" he breathed. -

Next moment ha heard two
ihort, terrorized shrieks from a
girl. .And thenr-Ban- g!. ..
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Answer to Previous Puzzle .'

hipi Heavy was not as quick at
mathematics or at aeronautics In

leneral as Duane, and the full-

back tutored the center.
"She's awful sensitive," Duane

would say, for instance. "When
' rou handle the controls, Heavy,
don't slam 'em over like you were

basing steers into a boxcar. Treat

'em delicate, like kissing a girl."
Heavy scoffed. "How many girls

fou ever kissed?"
"Never mind. But I got Ideas

about how to do it, see."
"Ideas don't count there. Ac-

tion does."
. "But we ain't kissing girls now,
we're flying. This takes brains."

"Unh." -

The .two friends could "sass"
each-othe- endlessly and love it
Duane was a smooth aviator. In
i few weeks he'd get his bars, and
be wanted Heavy Underwood to
be graduated with him. He knew,
too, that he'd be missing the big
boles Heavy usually made in en-

emy football lines. He tried not
to think of the State game tomor-
row.

They came down around 8

o'clock,' and together went to
their quarters.. Another cadet saw
them. - -

"Hi,' Hogan, somebody left a
phone call for you,'!' he called out
."Some' dizzy dame." '
i ."All dames are dizzy," Under-
wood proclaimed.
' "This one acted special".

"Who was it?" Duane asked
casually. "Mrs. Hale? I got a
dinner date there. Hope she isn't
breaking it Me, I go for home
cooking."

"Wasn't the widow," the cadet
said. "Seriously, Hogan, she said
for you to call at once. Said it
was an emergency. It was Coach
Miller's daughter, Blythe!"

"Hey!" That seemed to startle
Duane. .He dropped all easy man-
ner at once, strode inside to the
phone.

He couldn't get Blythe at home.
And, at Pop's office all he could
hear was a wild hubbub of mas-
culine voices. Whoever answered
Just said, "She ain't around."

But emergency..
Blythe had said I'; was emer- -

gency. He tore through a shower
bath and into fresh uniform, then
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make it up, you Nazis!"
That of course was an Insult

The driver swung his wheel. Tha
Jeep circled back the other way,

"Come on, I'm not fooling!"
Duane meant it now. "I take It
back that Nazi stuff. You're gen-
tlemen and scholars, see.. Drinks
tonight are on me. Hurry, damn
it, hurry!"

"Drinks, eh? Sure?"
"Sure! You blackmailers!"
The driver swung back again.

There was some more high razz-in- g.

But they dumped Duane out
unceremoniously at tha gymna-
sium. .

' Alley Oop By V. T. Hamlin


