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Dncmma to take Duane into
her confidence was- the first
real comfort Blythe had known
in dieys, It was surprising, even
to her, how much she had come

' 40 10an on the blg Texan,”

She had to go across the street
to find a telephone with any pri-
vacy., It was the longest, most
'miserabla walk she had ever
taken. ‘This course of action would
eause her forever to lose the man
she loved. Tn addition it would
bring the law down on a girl who
called her a friend. It was ns if
Blythe walked to her own Im-
prisonment!

“But I ean forgive Naney, tool"
she wai eaying hotly, within.
*She—she needs money so much,
with baby Scooter amd alL ... I
ean tell peoplo that, I can still
be a friend. At least I ecan tryl"
. Bhe nould jurely strive to vin-
dicate Nancy by explaining to the
eourt, Nancy lsn't really mean.
She just couldn't bel This sort
of thinking was about to bring the
sobbing again, and Blythe real-
fzed that she could delay no
longer. Action wus Inescapable
now, She hurried on.

Dusne couldn't be logated by
telephone, She became more des-
perate.

“Tell him to calll® she pleaded.
*No, tall him to come at once!
Tell him to hurry. . . . I—I mean

~ —tell him it's an emergency. I'm

Blythe Miller. At the athletic
feld.”

She tried three places and eath
eme assured her of help. But the
time was indefinite, and now she
hadn't any time to spare| Walk-
ing back toward the gymnasium
rather frantically, it without defi-
nite aim, she looked at her watch
again. It still sald 2:13. She
Bmdtolt.holdmsberhu‘lh.
It was. st d, and she Idn't

_n-ttnrultimmwlm

gamoi*:s wers to slip up  to
Nancy's apartment exscily at 5.
She began a frantic run. 'What-
ever should zhe do! Duane might
not gel her call' untll too late.
Pu!npsnniull!l. At 5:30 or. m0
hewuulﬁshwwtotﬂndhns

" at Nancy's.

Pop had ordered no: practice
foday. He wanted to edge them

'nﬂnmu:ﬁeumkwmn

"hdu"wnuldn‘thebokqadw
or too physically stale. A light
dawn workout had been ordersd

. Insiead, then two good meals and

lmm:[abm-cwdmeﬂme

Inahwl.mmmemm
Job was mental and, emotional at
this slage; it was one basis of his
great success as a football coach.
[His players would be scattered to

- :fba!aurwinﬂaihhlﬂmm Just

relaxing, avolding any jitters.
And Blythe couldn't wait until 5
for Duane; -

‘He just might come o Pop's

. loffice anyway,” she sald now, in
hwishful

thinking,
gave her a desiination. ¥n-
tering the hallway, she found

. labout 20 other men there. Cadets,

layers, ex-players, college alum-
, football fans in general. A

of them had business of some
ind or other and Pop appeared

be swamped. But there was
o Duane, Nancy was obviously
lenjoving everything, too, The

. mots of high-finks, the feel of

Ebdﬁmealnﬂnai: Was manna
her fun-starved Blythe

gw her smiling and talking and

ughing at everybody, Then
Naney saw Blythe and ran to her.
“Oh, Bly, jm't it all just too
eiﬁ.ns!" she breathed in quick
imacy again, “I love it! I can
Eﬁ! er thank you cnouxh for get-
s me this job."
. ..hnveyouuen. I ¢
hnean .+ ! Bly was incoherent.
"But I've got to scoot in'a'little
Elt. honey, Half an hour at most.
'op said I could. I'm the big
fhostess tonight, you Imow. And
I—1I guess I'm gcared|”
‘BlytHe locked qulckly st her.

- ""W'hat do you mesn?"

"I just am! Imagine me, having
#he 'two slar players for dinmer
guests! Mel I thought about mak-
dng it a party for all of us, But,

oney—Pop wanted them kept
l:lnd of quiet. You know what I
mean. He depends on Duane and
WNorman so. I want to help him
@il I can!"

Blythe had to bite her lip hard,
Bt it hadn't been here in & crowd
ot men, she couldn't have resisted
fearing into Nancy Hale, As mat-
fters went on, somebody inter-
rupted them end Nancy went

BWay.

Blythe found herself listening
o Elmer Summers, the Journal
sports  editor, without actually
Fhurlng him. The sense of con-
fusion in her seemed more and
mdre to press h td:w-q. C:;nfu.l{m‘l.
4and 'a vague but desperate urgen-
xy now. She almost wished that
she had gone to the police. Sum-
mers was asking her a direct
question, and she could only stare
mahly st him. BSuddenly he

ed B_eum al
SEEXCUSE me, Miss Miller,” sald
he, “but I'm afraid you may
mot feel 80 good, hmmm? Matier
af fact, you look like the devil.
I mean, like you were sick or
was . in  bed.

itaxi, and—yes—one had on a

*That would make even me look
pale| Come on and let me buy
for you, hmm? I'm safe, you
know, Old married man, two |
kids, and too ugly to be danger- |
ous, Let me take you over to
the bemery and vizit while you
eat.”

She smiled wanly, In gratitude.
*You're awfully nice, Mr, Sum-
mers, But 1 ecouldn't eat a thing
and I'm afraid I—" She saw then
that it was he who wasn't listen=

“Who are the dignitaries arriv-
ing?" He was looking out a win-
dow.

Birthe looked, too, “Ohl" she

"Say.i" Summers’ Interest
leaped. "I know those guys, Blg
shots!"

Blythe saw two men leaving a

derby hat and a turned-up over=
coat!

She caught barely a glimpse be-
cause Su.rnmers was ftaller and
1 the win-
dow, nnd becuuse other men Lept
nrudng around her In the foyer
there, But two men in a taxi]

She might have thought calmly
and known better. The gamblers
would hardly have driven up
boldly this way. But all she could
envision was the two crooks com-
ing to Nancy's apartment at 5.
Crooks who would endanger the
life of a man she loved. The sense
of panic throbbed inside her again.

“Waonder what the score is with
them?” Summers was saying.
“You know who they are? That's
Abe Loumann, the heavy-set one
on the left, and T. J. Natwick.
They practically run Hollywood.
Loumann's the big director for

World Features, and Nalwick s
his talent scout, ‘They don't fool
with small pickings, Mizss Miller.
There's something blg in the

wind!"
(To Be Continned)

DAKOTA'S AFFILIATIONS |
Before it became a =tate in |
1888, North Dakota wasz identi-
fied with nine United States ter-
ritories and claimed by three
European nations, t
ARMLESS MUSICIJ\N |
Raymond Myers, Vintoge, Po.,
hns been armless since birth, but
he has mastered the piano, gui-
tar, trombone, harmonies, and
other musical mstruments
through the use of his fect.
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ol the world's supply of fine!
gold held by any nation, |
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