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4 == BLY NEEDS A FRIEND
| CHAPTER XXI -
BLYTH! nccepted the expensive
purse  almost automatically,
_staring helplessly ai the other girl.
Then all at once her pent-up emo-
tlons gave way.
" #Bly darlingt .
-eooed.
"Gee, kld" Norman eald that
ever so gently, touched by her

tears.

She fled from Pop's office. She
‘eotildn’t stay near them. Her tears
| ‘were not “that" kind; not tears
of gratitude and friendship; not
| ‘heart tears. Well, yes, they were
I from’ the heart, surely, Blythe

realized, but they were {ears of
! frustration and anxlety and pain.
!
|

- « Blyl® Nancy

Sheer physical paln seemed to
grip her now, knowing what she
knew, having to face Nancy's
‘grand  cordiality this way just
| when she had steeled herself to
! expose Nancy once and for all
To make matters worse, baby
| Boooter tagged amlong after her,
unseen by his mother or Norman.
| He was distressed becauss “By”
} was crying. Stahding near her
| there in the empty gymnasium'to
l which she fled, he too wad be-
| ginning to sob when. she discov-
ered him. She stooped and held
the llitle fellow close,
F Scooter would be sent out to
| her own home in a litle while;
Mom Miller had asked to keep
him and sew for him and “enjoy
him all afternoon.” Presently Bly
sent him awsy, then retreated
farther.
' She didn't dare go back to Pop's
I office. For one thing, that place
« would soon resums being a happy,
| busy madhouss. Couniless lasi-
minute defails concerning tomor-
row's game had {o be sgeen to.
Pop would come in with this com-
mittee and that, go here and thers,
| answer phone calls, talk with
| esverybody, dictale rush letters to
Nancy, inspect minor injuries on
players, rehash new plays in hush-
hush tones with his less experi-
enced men. Already he appar-
enily had forgotten all about the
threat to his own safety, 50 busy
was he,
Blythe slipped unseen ints the
tltun gports library that occupled
an’ alcove down the hall from Pop.
In it he kept a few hundred books
gnd' magazines devoted to ath-
.le.m,n]mhllblgm-uflum
[ ther frophies collected
over the m ]
1t wns a lace to hide to-
day. Nnhgdwopuld come here,
‘and she could peer out a barted
'window at the ‘door leading to
Wancy Hale's apartment upstairs.
SEE hadn't eaten any Iunch and
* she didn't want any. Too
yuch trouble whirled eyelone-
jon in her mind. .More than
mlhing elu, the yearned for
confide in. Time
-umed fo luva telescoped itself
wwhen she finally Jooked at her

watch,
- “Lordyl" she murmured. "It's
lafter 21%

Ehe was not erying any more.
| Bhe forced herself to tit down =zt
| the table and ‘plan s course of

action, any course however des-
mperate. Striving for calmness, she
reoviewed the whole thing in her
mind.

“The two gamblers are to come
at 5!" she was unconsciously whis-
pering it, dramatically. “Exactly
at 3, that man told Nancy. She

eady has the pills; the drug.

is to hide the men in her
thes closet mo they can peek
out and b sure she glves Duane
and’ Norman the drug. If Duane
and Norman act listless In half an
huur. they'll know. Then they are
to pay her $1000.”

"1t was all clear, that much. But
her own part wasn't. She was
getting more and more jittery
abput 1t all. She heazd somebody
ealling her but she didn't answer,
Ehe heard the constant overtones
of “laughter and falk and bustls
around the building, the back-
ground that was a part of any
football preparation. Ordinarily
she would have been a happy: part
of {t. It was something she loved.

' - But today—

| She tried to go on with. her

- thinking. She must be clear,
Bust! -

“There's no point in kidding
myself,’ she whispered. "1 did
Jove Duane—I still do—and I
loved lilm before Nancy Hale ever
gaw him or he saw her, Bul—
facts are facls, I was just the
hometown girli A ‘friend—darn
{1 The coach's daughter, I did
everything in the books

She ssw Nancy Hale a traitor.
Baw her luring Norman and
Duane up to a quiet little dinner
party In order to drug them, then
desing them with too much of the
drug g0 that Duane died! (Her
feverish mind didn't go on to en-
vision Norman's death.)

*This is crazyl™ she declared
muddenly, standing up. "And 1
don't intend to be that kind of
fool, I'll—if I only had somebody
to talk to!™

She heard a friendly laugh out-
side and recognized it sz coming
trom Elmer Summers, Journal
mports editor. Next impulse was
lo go 1o him with her iroubles,
but somathing warned her against

at.

She thought of Pop, and knew
he was nol to be considered now.
Mom wasn't the type to help her
at all, good old Mom. She thought
of Norman Dana, For quite a
while she considered him. Ner-

realired. Conceit was just an out-
ward crust, Blythe knew, He

cocky In speech and action.
But in the end she rejected him,

impulsive and would probably do
something terrible because he
himselt was involved in Nancy's
plotting, Presently she had nar-
rowed the possibility down to one

n,
“Dunne ix the most level-
headed,"” Blythe reasoned more
calmly now. “He could help me
trap the gamblers, and keep it
quiet until after the game, =o it
wouldn't wreck the whole team.
And, too"—she almost whispered

man was deeper than most people |

really was loval, even though |

too, remembering that he was |

the rest of i, becausa It touched,
her =20 deeply—"Duane loves
Nancy, and no matter what 1 do
he's bound to learn of her treachs
ery soon. It will just about hreak
his heart, T guess. If I—if I have
loved him myself—if 1 still do—
the best way 1 ean show it is to
prepare him for that shock!™

She left the lbrary st once to
telephone Duane,
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If a given country produces
certain specified products, we
will not be her competitor by
producing the same products for
the same export market, Solid.
arity depends on the coordina.
tion of continental economy,
President  Manuel Avila
mncho of Mexico.
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throw myself at him, and I won't
tirow myself at any man alive!
It he—if Nancy appealed to
him—" 8he slared off at nothing
for a long while, just biling her
, Up. "There's no mistake about it,”
the resumed, at length.
! There was no mistake, She felt
[ sure that Duane Hogan had seen
| in beautiful Nancy Hale all that
he ever wanled in any girl. She
had come into his life In a dta-
matie accident, All the finer emo-
tions had been called into play.
Quick danger, Romantic rescue,
Sympathy. Even patrlotism, be-
cause Nancy was a war casuslly,
in a way. She, Blylhe, had been
nothing' but a steady somebody
always at hand; ‘a colorless, un-
spectacular part of lifé's routine,
S what was her cue now?

had a moment ﬁt‘mza?l;
‘visioning things o

] would happen upstalrs this v
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Out Our Way
By J. R. Williams__—
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