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own self she suddenly loved

them for it; all at once she knew
she wouldn t have these good peo-

ple any other wayl Sophisticated?
Modern? That kind of pretending
didn't jell "any more. The warmth
on. her neck was gone again, and
Bly had an odd little desire to
hug aU of them, hug them and
kiss them then and there.

Mom ' was making small talk
again, going toward the kitchen
to start the dishes, and Bly would
have followed but Duane mo-

tioned her to stay. When Mom
was away he softly closed the
living room door. AU at once
then he was serious.

"Pop Coach," he said, "I have
been talking to "Bly."
; Both Pop and Bly looked at him
In surprise, Duane was uncon-
sciously flexing, his arm muscles,
fist clenched.

"Yes, sir," he nodded. "And I
wanted to tell you, I dont know
what the score 'is, but you can
count on me. I'm not too smart
at figuring things out but if
there's a Job of work at hand"
He paused, a bit lamely, appealing
silently .to BIythe.

--i ougnt to say, pop, sue put
fa, "that the pistol I brought you
didnT come from Captain Foster,
as you asked. It's Dunne's. I
didn't think any of the Lincoln
Field officials well, maybe they
oughtn't to get suspicious of any-
thing. Until you are until vre "

"Yes, sir, Duane nodded. "And
whatever needs to be done, I wish
you'd let me do it for you. Fists

sun-
lit was a tender moment and

Pop honored that offer of friend-
ship with a long silence. Be was
deeply touched.

All at once BIythe realized that
this was the moment to tell what
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fibers (pl.).

25 Toward.
26 Escape.
27 Relieves.
30 Right (abbr.),
32 Steamship

(abbr.).
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'

heroine.
35 Elixir of life

(Hindu). .
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4 Feat junction.
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CHAPTER. JCTX

AS Mom 'Miller hid expected tl
would, the luncheon for the

two esdets in her home turned
eat happily. Indeed, It Is impos-

sible, to damage soldier morals
with: a friendly home-cook-

meat
Norman Dana left the table lit-

erally pounding his chest "Let
me at 'eml" .he boasted. "In the
air or on the ground!" .

.."Mom's propaganda has to do
with ; scrapping
.flrst," BIythe reminded them.
"And the field of battleils foot--
fcs.ll.fleld."

, "Mom.MIHer,T Normsn pinched
Mrs. Miller's cheek, "for, yon I'll
make a personal touchdown. What

bout It, Hogan?"
."Shake!" said Duane.
That"s the mood they were ta.

Mom was starry-eye- d with pleas-
ure, and Pop himself beamed at
his two talented "lads." BIythe
eouldnt keep from' covertly
watching Nancy

" Bale. . Blythe's
own. smile was .of surface depth
only. Inside, she felt darkness like
an. impending doom- .- :

When Norman, Duane,-Nan- cy

and little Scooter were leaving,
BIythe stole a moment alone in
her room. Tve got to manage
somehow, not to upset things,"' she
reasoned,, frantically.. "Until . ...
tmtfl .I can think what to dor.

i Think what to do. That was
the ; problem which weighed en
her; She had overheard Nancy
agree to drug the two players, but
she had not been able to work
vol a suitable counter-pla- n. She
had' simply procrastinated, torn
miserably from within, in the
wishful little-chi-ld feeling that
something good would probably
tura'-u- to solve flie problem for
her:

' Nancy and baby Scooter left'fha
Miller home first Pop had orders
to lie down and rest an hour, and
Nancy would go on back to care
for his office where there .was a
lot of going and coming here in
the week of the State V. game.'
Then Norman left; he had two
hours 'of flying duty before he
could report back for the last foot.'
ball' workout BIythe overheard
them, departing.. She was about
Ito decide: on going with-- . Nancy
when "she heard Duane speak.: -

i : : p
Tr .youi arent going to sleep,

'I 'Pop,"; he- - drawled, gently,
mind if I kind of sit with, you?

IPm on. leave, you know."
;Td-.b- tickled, son. Sleep is for

babies!? ! "

Yes, sir." .

Mom was staring out the door.'
fThat Nancyl Mom,

ejncked her ' tongue: to. tbenigp.
blessing. ."If she ain't the dar- -
Singest thing!" '
! -- iTTes, - ma'am," Duane - agreed,
jeourtoouslj'."'"''

' ": """ '.'

"Duane, I wonder if yon know
how much: you have meant to
jeer?"

"Ma'amT" ' - j

Pop? was fingering Hatr
Cringe and beaming ' happily.:

What she means, son, is that:
Nancy needed a sort of big brother
(that night of the car wreck, and
Voui happened to be the ' one.
lYoull have to, excuse an old man
Ifor preaching, but It dont never

ft)"anyharm to' show unfortunate
people a favor that .way. You
understand?" ;'

"Yes, sir. I was glad to help,
what little' I could. But it wasnt
Just. me. It was all of ' us. You
folks, most of all. . And.the team."

"She- thinks most of you,
Duane," said. Mom,

"

'"WeD, I appreciate that, but ifa
not" '

tell you what, Duane," Pop
was stretched out comfortably on
the big sofa now, and jabbing a
singer at the younger man. "If I
was some of you young buekos,
be doggoned if I wouldn't be look-
ing at Nancyl"

Miller held up her hands
and laughed. "For goodness sakes,
what do you think they are do-

ing?" she' demanded. "Norman
Iwas even eyeing her right out in
Hhe open, here today 1"

For no reason no reason at all
that' BIythe could fee all three
ief the others turned and looked
at her. And so far she hadn't said
a. word! Their looks were open,
frank, quizzical, until all at once
they became

h, humphl" Pop put
on a very poor act of coughing.
He didn't have a cough, and the
transparency of it simply made
the little matter worse. To her
own consternation, BIythe felt
herself blushing. She, BIythe MU-te- r,

sophisticate of 1942, turning
hot. on the neck like a Lizzy-Ja-

somebody from away out on an
B. F. p.!

She tore off an the pretense.
'"Listen, you folks," Bly said, smil-
ing "don't look
at rriel Of course Norman was
'eyeing Nancy! Why shouldn't
'he? She's a very pretty girl. And
Norman certainly isn't the least
ibit retiring."

'"You ought to know, honey!"
Pop said that and thought it ly,

funny, from the way. he
laughed. Mother Miller beamed,
land Duane had a rather silly kind
lof grin. Lordy, said Bly to her-
self, .what a. naive; folksy, .simple- -'
Iminded bunch they are! - I
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14 Detains.
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j of Italy.
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