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B Mom Miller had expected
would, the luncheon for the
4wo cadets in her home tirmed
ent happlly, Indeed, it I Impos-
le to damsge soldier morale
with & friendly home-cooked
meal.
o Norman Dana left the table Iit-
culhr pounding his chest. *Tet
me at 'emI" he boasted. *In the
-.ir or on the ground!™

"Mom's propaganda has to do
with on-the-ground  scrapping
first™ BHiythe reminded them.
*And the ficld.of battlels -a-foot-
ball | ﬂn!d"

“Mom Miller,” Norman pin:hed
Mre. Miller's cheek, *for you I'll
malce a personal touchdown. What
about if, Hogan?™

“Shnke!™ sald Dumne.

.. That's the mood they were .
Mom was starry-eyed with pleas-
ure, and Pop himself beamed at
his two ftalented *lads™ Blrthe
eouldn't keep from ecovertly
waiching Nancy Hale = Blythe's
own, emile was of surfsce depth
enly. Insids, ﬁ:e!e.ttﬁarknawl!ke
an impending doom.

When Norman, Dusne, Nancy
snd litlle Scooler: were leaving,
Biythe siole a moment slone in
ber room. *T've got to manage
somehow not fo upset things,™ abe
reasaned,. frantically, “Until ...
wntll T can think what to do!™

Think what to do. That was
e problem which weighed on

she wouldn't have these good peo-
gla any ofther wayl Sophisticated?

odemn? That kind of pretending
didn’t jell any more. The warmth
on. henneck was gone again, and
Bly had an odd litile desire to
hug all of them, hug them and
kiss them then and there.

Mom was making small talk
again, gaing toward the kitchen
1o start the dishes, and Bly would
have followed but Duane mo-
tioned ‘her to stay. When Mom
was away, he softly closed the
living room door. All at once
then he was serious,

“Pop—Coach,” he uld. *1 have
been’ talking o Bly.

ecioualy flexing his arm =,

v -
Both Pop and Bl:r locked at him | *Did she give me the password?
in surprise. Dusne was uncon= | Goshl What is the password?”

fist clenched,
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"‘Yu. gic,” he nodded. "And I

count on me. I'm pot too smart
mt things out, but if

silently to Blythe.

=1 ought to say, Pop she put | All Kinds
4n, *“hat the pistol I brought you
d[dn‘l comae from Caplain Foster,
you asked. It's Duane's. I * APELIANCES
dldn‘t think any of the Lincoln * RADIOS

Field officials—weil, maybe they
thing. Until you are—imtil we—"

whatever needs to be done, I wish
you'd let me do it for you. Fists

deeply touched.

All at once Blythe realized that [ 1028 Main
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figuring
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It was a-tender moment, and |

Pop honored that offer of friend- |

ship with a long silence, He was

this was the moment to tell what

her. She had everheard Nancy : : 2 =,
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MA-humph, humph!" Pop put
on & very poor act of eoughing.
He didn't have a cough, and the
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transparency of it simply made v : v
the littla matter worse. To her ! I NEVER HAD S0 Muc:-'. LOOK, PAL..THESE

nsternation, Blythe felt 2 r FUN BEFORE 1M MY WHOLE STRETCHY VINES 00P
Rertelf blushing. She, Biythe Mil- N P PR Lk MARIGHT ) INFUMAN ## Wi : HAD US BRING OVER
f1er, sophisiicate of 1942, turning # THERE, BUD.. GIMME oy THEY
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I¥Liisten, you folks," Bly eald, smil-
ing mt—eomiuusly. “dm‘t look
&t Te‘l’ ?;f cotirse Norman wn i
eye ancyl shouldn
'He? She's & very pm girl. Anrl
Norman certainly isn't the least
(bit retiring.” H
“¥ou ought to know, Honey!"
| “tl&n that ;::nd thm:ght it nvl:'-
ny, from the way he
Inughed. Mother Miller beamed, &5
[and Duane had & rather silly kind
gt mt-ms ui!d u?lr to hel-;:
n:nalve, fo simp!
¢ bumety ih:} nd :
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