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CHAPTER X

NANGY certainly Is beautiful | yop

Naney cerlainly Is beau-

DO

tiful.

That sentence, uttered In the
theater by Norman Dana, kept
moving through Blythe Miller's

~mind. Norman had to be back at
Lincoln Field on duly at € p. m.,
00 ho hnd been forced to leave
her rather hurriedly downtown,

She slipped In s place called
the Ship's Anchor and ale shrimp
cockinil and salad and ham pat-
ties for Sunday supper; then be-
eause she would almost surely be
recognired here soon if she lin-
gered, she slipped back out again.
Two blocks up she found a branch
libtary open,

The book she held had come
from a nearby shelf labeled “Es-
eays and Poems; Miscellany.” She
read one tldbit:

“1 built a chimney for a com-

rade old,
And Love's great wages were
my only hire.

Then I traveled on In winter's

cold,
Yet nll the day I glowed be-
fore the fire.”

The beauty of it turned Blythe's
mood into something a little mel-
lower. Edwin Markham's poem.
Edwin Markham, who must have
nchieved somehow the perfect phi-
losophy of life. Blythe wondered
mbout him. At 18, she couldn't
know much about the love that
grows from old companionship.
Bul, she wondered, had this poet
ever fallen jn love, as she was in
love with Duane Hogan?

She didn't know, and she wasn't
Interested now in hunting his
biography. She grew pensive, ine
trospective. A chimney for a
friend . . . and I glowed. before
his fire . . . even though out in

winter's eald, Well, she could un-
derstand. thst. She had built a
chimney for Nancy Hals, hadn’t
she? Nancy, the widow, who had
so sadly needed friendship and
- gotten it from Blythe. And, truly,
Blythe had glowed before that
" [heart fire, It was all very
and perfect just like Edwin Mark-

Blythe herself had wanted. That
“other” Jkind of love.
“I wish he had written a se-
' lquel,” Blythe whispered, “I won-
ider If he—lIf he could have con-
itinued glowing, even it that friend
thad stolen his sweetheart

« @

smn- supposed he could have.

Philogophers like Markham

¢, she conceded, far above her;

ost divine, Bhe herself felt

uman and littls and narrow; she,

e Miller, wanled {0 do what

gashouse jennies would have

ldm&—jump on her rival and
scratch out her eyes, But—no.

Her attention skipped over fo
m longer poem by one Hugh C,
[Cave, and the last stanza read:
| “We go from friend to sweet-
l heart, dear,

‘Without a touch of pain.
But—-lwaethcart—dn you know
| there is
j No pathway back again?™

That simple quatrain suddenly
frightened her, No pathway back
againi _

Duane Hogan, big I:h.l.nne of the
kind heart, had also seen Nancy
Hale's frantic grasping for help
and friendship, and of course he
had responded. It had been Dusne
who lifled Nancy out of the

| wrecked coupe that night in the
. storm. It had been Duane who
caplivaled baby Scooter, who gave
him the puppy, who almost singie-
handed had remodeled the loft
. apartment in which Nancy and
baby and puppy now lived, Of
course big Dumne, the sentimental
Texan, hnd tendered friendship,
and of course Nancy would hm

poetic | |

ham—that far, But then Naney ||
had fallen in love with the boy ||

something zestful about playing
Cupld even when you yourself aro
involved, and she felt a definito
enthusinsm now, In the theater
this evening, Norman had nd=
mitted his concell, admitted it as
(a fault and tacitly said he yearned
]to overcome it. It had ruuml him
‘thigh in her estimation—this now,
deeper understanding of a cocky
young man. It hadn't made her
love him as he thought ho wished
her to—not that; but it made Her
know thnt some girl, somewhere,
would be extremely lucky to get
him, Just as any girl would be
lucky to win Duane.

“The truth is, Norman {s lone=

That thought struck her all at
once. It bore out some things wise
old Pop hnd gaid. She was almost
whispering her thoughts again.

*Norman s lonely, inside, and
trying to hide his loneliness with
smart talk and conpeil. Hide it
from himself! Pop said . . , Pop
gald it is a common way for lonely
people to act. . . . He sald we
had to forgive them . .. nnd help
them.

“Norman knows she |5 pretly;
he said so, He at least likes her,
It was he who suggested that the
team adopt her and baby Scooter,
If ghe—if her—her charms . . .
could be dangled before Norman

+ « In just the right way. ., . Ha
has money, and money is impor-
tant in Nancy's life; money and
glamor and comradeship, Now if
only they, . It only I could
bring them tngether in such a
way that. .

Three muted notes of a gong
Interrupted Blythe; the library
clock announcing closing times
But she didn't care. Her cyes
were bright now, Bright with a
new hope. A new kind of in-
spiration. A new plan.

-

(To Be Contlnued)

“Is that you, Junior? And what
did my litlle man learn in school
today 1™
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been a fool not to have b
. Blythe could undersiand all of
that. Bul—"no pathway back
again!"
The newspapers, the popular
" talk, even the radios, had hinted
In'oad}y thnt Duane and Nancy
weore lovers indeed. And tonight
. even the movie screen had seemed

_ | to verify it

Om the other hand, Pop Miller
himself had lectured her on fight-
ing for your rights, scrapping for
what you want, for what is right-
fully yours. Nelther Pop nor his
daughter Blythe llked a person
who just “took’ life's blows; they
belleved you ecould and should
dfight back. But, with brains, And
Notman Dona had said in the
theater that *‘Nancy certainly is

| beautiful.”

“All right” Bly whispered to
the bhoolk of pooms now, “If he

Ahinks she 33 beautiful, ha could
" be made to do something about
dt! She really Is beautiful, and
lie's good-looking himself, 1f only
Mhey—thoyl—had atruck it off to-
igether! , . . Duane liked me once,
Cpeal Jnow he did; I'm sure of
i, 1 guess I wasg 1oo slow about
encouraging him, Too—too pride-
dul, walting for him to make the
open moves, . . , Duane is girl-
. shy, , . . But Normen isn't. Nor-
man isn't shy of anything. He's
& ve to & fault. If he would
on start Nancy, he
Wuld Mlatter her gven more than
o's friendship did, , . . Maybe
».» « tould do them all a tnvur
‘s w o And Myself ng welll , ,
dignppeared heron
her wu and Biythe was liv-
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BO

1S IN THE CRACKS OF YOUR SHOES -~
IT'S THE WHITE LEAD THAT THE
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BORROWING_ FRECKLES' CAR. O
CALLON HIS GIRL IS RUBBING
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rSHe’s A SWEET KID =+« AND
IF I WERE GOING TO BE
AROUND 'LONG, L COULD
EASILY FALL IN LOVE WITH
HER !-.- BUT" FRECKLES IS
MY COUSIN AND I'M CRAZY
ABOUT HIM Too-- SO
THERE'S ONLY ONE
THING & DO

A 8UT BY NOW ALL PRIS -
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FOR THE NIGHT. IT
MEANS 1D BE LOCKED
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