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was Dufty laughing with a coterle
of dancing girls with fana of
feathers, girls with doves, girls
with or without wvarfous things:
and there was—hersel! and Peter.
All the ache, all the loneliness was
suddenly pone.
THE END

END OF LONELINESS

- CHAPTER XXVI

C'ANDACS was shaking. In the

chart room she gave Peter's
pame fo the operator, listened
while the loud-speaker in the cor-
ridor picked it up, “Dr. Frazier,
Dr, Frazier” And then Peter's
ewn voice on the phone, steady,
reasmuring.

‘#*Peter," she sald, careless of
the given name, of possible listen-
ers, ''T don't know what I've done,
Bhe knows. Hurry,”

. *I'll be right there” he =aid
guletly. “Call your relief, tell her
to come on at once, You wait for
me In the chart room.”

She put in a call for the rellef
nurse, made a notation on 731's
chart, “Hypo,, 3:03," the lazt of
Peter's orders for Faith she had
earried out,

Bhe went to the window, siood
lecking blindly into the courtyard.
Down thers at the botlom of the
well made by the walls of the
eourt was Emergency, where she
and Pster had last worked. She
had always been a good nurse,
an efficient one, there was noth-
fng with which to reproach her-
pelf on that score.

But i she hadn't let herself get
so warped, so bitter, ahe might
hava been more human too, she
might even have let herself' get
some fun out of those years, Might
bave had some patience, an occa-
sional kindly word for the boys,
overworked, overwrought, on the
ambulance assignment who lked
fo..8lip .In there occasionally for

the life he offered with its drab,
ugly compromises—

Peter maid suddenly, “Great
stuff, my gal. She told me every-
thing ST doze you handed out,
but just what the doctar would
have ordered.”

.« n L]
E st staring stralght ahead,
and his hands gripped the
wheel so hard that his kouckles
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showed whife. “Tell me,” he said,
suppote the pasition® were re-
versed, Suppose you had had a
dull, unexciting, but on the whole
fairly decent young man in love
with you for n long time— What |
I mean, Candace, is—could you
take your own medicine, it the
dose included me?™
Candace gasped. She mid,
stunned, stammering, “But—
you're going to be married!™
“Sure,” he sald, trying to laugh,
trying to make light of it “To
you—I hope.”
“But—Dr.
him—"

He did laugh then, T told him |
I was dam' glad to get the Eustis
case because then maybe I could
get married. Sure, T told him that.
But 1 didn't say who the girl was.
Answer me quickly,” he com-
manded, “I can't stand much more |
walling—could you?" |

Like a balloon that's been blown |
too full, the tension in Candace’s
head burst, her thought scattered
into madly whirling pleces. But
the pieces were bright, as in a
kaleidoscope, and when the whirl-
ing stopped and they fitled into
place they made pictures, There

Patlterson—you told |
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a'word of cheer,

,She thought of a proverb, read
or heard somewhere, ‘Life is a
mirror from which we see re-
flected back our own faces.” Well,
life had certainly shown her her-
self, refiected in Falth Harishorne;
with only this difference, that
while it was Faith's body it was
in"her own cass her mind that
bad been made glck., She realizad
now just how hard,’ wrapped up
in-her own bitterness ss she was,
how selfish she had been. Peter
had done right to reproach her,

'Peter, . . . In her breast was a
ddll, heavy ache. Because he had
loved her as a child, becaute he
had, understood, Peter had had

tience with her for a long time.
But even he had given out finally.
It was true that he still looked
ther, up for an occasional case; but
'that was only because he knew
her to.be a good nurse. - Or at

" least, he had thought her a good

purge up until now—

" "Now she wondered {f Peter

swould even think of her as a good:
nurse. What she had just done to;
Faith Hartshorne might not even
give her claim to that titls any.

_longer.

_ Certalnly, Falth was near death,

.and what she had fust told her—

rthat Martin had never loved her—!

‘fWwas as severe a shock as could

possibly have been given.
What if Faith died because of

that shock? Even Peter could not
Horgive that, if it happened. Can-
dace was sick with apprehension.

- - L
REHIND her Peter said, "Get
your Wwrap, You're going

home."

She whirled, In swift alarm. “Is
she—17"

*She's all right" Peler =ald.
He looked grimly triumphant and
the had an instant's suspicion that
he had planned sll this, that he
had wished it 50, “She's asked for
toast and tea, after refusing food
for days, she sent for her hus-
band and T've just left on the
beginning of a very fouching re-
union-beiween them. She's going
1o be all right," he repeated, “IVs
you. ¥You looked bushed!

She felt “bushed.” ‘She felt limp
end nerveless, something without
wolitlon.  +

She followed him docilely to his
car, sat quielly while he wrapped
A rug about her legs. He didn't
drive straight to her house, but
out along the Parkway, on thel
road to the lake. .

" Ha was belng kind to her)
Probably he was graieful. Be-
leause, ineredible as it would seem,
\after what had happened, Mrs
Fustis would now get well; alll
her friends would say how won-
derful Dr. Frazler was, to have
gnatched her from the jaws of
death that way, and would come
10 him. That would mean that
he could get married. “And they
lived happily ever affer—" Mrs.
Bustis and her husband, too, would

make it up, they too would live
Fhappily ever nffer.” Only she
would be alone.

Bhe needn't be, there' was al-
ways Duffy. He hadn't missed out
onh & single chance, these past
hectic days; to prove his devotion;
and Mrs. Harper hadn't been an-
gry after all, not permanently,
Ahat ls; ehe had rather regpected

4nduce for daring to cross her.

~ he could sl have Duffy i she

wanted him. But she didn't want
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was Faith and her Harvey: there '
! .
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A TYPE UNTIL THEN UNKNOWN.
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IF THESE KIDS
LEARN MUCH MORE
WELL SEND THEM

—

IDIOTIC STUFF OVER TIME AND YOLU)
HERE I MIGHT AS SEEM TO THINK

TO A BUG-HOL=E!

EW AGAIN,

MY MOTHERS GET GRAY

WELL, YOU LIVED
HERE A LONG

YOU'RE ALL RIGHT!
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THE OLD BOY
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Little Orphan Annie

' BUT WE DOMT HAVE
ANY “GAMNGS™ IN THiS
OUTFIT! YOUR GANG
WILL BE BROKEM UP--
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TOU HAVE PROVEN
ABILITY AS A LEADER
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Freckles and His Friends
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June , Tiie 15 MY cousiN,
DANNY EMBLEY OMF
THE ARMY AR FORCE |

By Blosser

AND HOW DOES IT PLEASE YOU IN OUR LITTLE
CONCENTRATION CAMP, HERR OLVANTT HA, HA! HOW

YoU ENJOY THE WATER CURE, THE

2

BEATINGS? NOT S0 GOOD, HEY? _

1(F YoU ARE REASONABLE)
I CAN ARRANGE. IT MORE
w || PLEASANT FOR YoU...
A BEAUTIFUL APART-
MENT IN BERLIN, WINE
WITH EVERY MEAL, ALL
THE FOOD YOU CAN EAT,
. WEALTH,
FAME..

ACH! 50 REASONABLE! ALL WE WisH
ARE THE PLANS OF YOUR INVENTION,.,
THE FLY(NG TORPEDO..» WHICH YOU
DEMONSTRATED BEFORE A GROUP
OF FRENCH ARMY OFFICERS JUST

; ~BEFORE THE SURRERDER

[(MEIN LIEBER FREUND! DO NOT TAX MY
PATIENCE WITH LIES! I HAVE HERE THE
FREMCH ARMY REPORT! 1 WISH THOSE

ER—

1 HAVE
DESTROYED

THEM

PLANS! +——
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GUNY WHNO WAS LBGLY
Ao A MUD

Boots and Her Buddies
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RETURNED Tﬂ
MOO TO FIND
HIS HOMELAKND
RULED BY THE DiG-
TATORIAL EENY, AND
HIS FRIENDS IMPRIS- |,
OMNED IN A CONCENTRA-
TION CAVE, OOR NOW
MORE LEARNED IN
THE ARTS OF WAR ,DUE
TO HIS RECENT AD-
VENTURES IN MODERN
TIMES, DETERMINES
ON A BIT OF
DUBIoLS
STRATEGY

Alley Oop

WE NOW FIND HIM
CLIMBING INTO

[(WHERE, WELL BUR-
DENED, HE MAKES
AMAZING PROG-
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