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CHAPTER XX
her almost two years of pri=
vale duty she had nursed some
testy patients, Candace reflected,
but there hind been none quite the
equal of this termagant of a little
old woman, Mrs. Harper.

Bhe was at the moiiant clean-
ing up the mess Mre Harper had
made by throwing a glass of
orauge juice at ithe floor nuree,
Miss Finch. Sha had just cleaned
up Finch, too—as far as possible,
that is, without the complete bath
that was the only thing that really
would do It

Finch had orange julce all the
way from her cap and halr down
to her white brogans, Candace
had felt sorry for her, she was
po upset and ®o ferrified, but
though she h-d carsfully con-
trolled the impulse she had felt
strongly llke laughing, too.

Mrs, Harper demnnded testily
from her bed, “Just why are you
emiling? Just what are you think-
ing that's so funny?™

Candsce straightened and fau-
wored the furicus old lady with
a most winning smile of candor.
“Why, T was just thifiking that
the thing I really like about pri-
wvate duty s that one meets mich
nlea people,” she sald.

“Neaning me, I suppose, Mean-
fng I'm not nice. Young woman,
you'ra impertinent!™

Candace opened her eyes wide.
“But you would have thought me
{mpertinent if I'd refused tn an-
swer," ahe pointed out innocentiy.

Mre. Harper enorted. *You
eouldn't have told a polite le, I

Mrs. Harper snorted sgain, but
more mildly, “You are imperti-
nent. But it's all right, you amuss
me. I like peopls with a bit of
gumption. That other litfla thing,™
‘ahe maid contemptuously, *“that
comes practically crawling on her
belly in her anxiely to please
every time I ring™

“Finch hasn't been nursing as
long as T haye,” Candace sald.
#She hasn'l yet learned, like Alice,
that a lot of the White Queens
wha go around yelling, ‘Off with
their heads!' are nothing but old
cards anywhay. She's afrald of
mou. And you just rang for her
10 be unpleasant.

“Certainly I'm entitled to have
20 minutes, in peace, for my din-
ner?' You had just had your own
difther; *#8u “didn't need. ‘orange
juice] “woily 'could ' certainly have
waited until I got back. Finch is
busy-enough. without you plaguing
her with unnsceskary things when
wou have your own special to do
them for you. She knows you
ust do it to be nasty and it makes

er nervous No wonder she's
awkward sometimes."
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eate scornfully, “She
ndded suddenly, “See here, young'
wamen, mre you suggesting that
I'm a White Queen, nothing but
en old card? You'll find I'm reall
enough, your head will come off
fast if I complain about

“T doubt " Candace sald
ealmly. “I'm a good nurse,.I have
a good reputalion in this hospital,
And you—" Bhe loughed a liitle,
The wicked old woman really
amueed her, "You've wom out
about m doren specials in {wo
weeks, T think Dr. Patterson
swould know which of us was at
fault"

Mrz, Harper sighed, *"I'm afrald
you're right,” she admitted. Then
she brightened, "“As a matier of
fact I'm thinking of letting my
othér gpecials go and laking you
on for full-time duty.”

Candace threw up her hands In
genuina  horror. “Human flesh
couldn't stand LM she said with
feeling.

The wrinkled old face looked
hurt. *“See here, I'm not really
as bad as thnt. There are people
who sre very fond of me. Take
¥ grandson Dufly for (nalance—"

Candace groaned inwardly., Du-
fresne Carter Harper was in her
opinion the worst plague ever
wisited on man—or rather, woman,
Rt the old lady adored him, and
there was no point In actually
hurting her, She sald, “Mrs. Har-
per, I should have told vou hefors
1 am atking to be {aken off your
case."

"Wl;.s‘l?‘ rha exclalmed, aghast,
¥

“Well, there's a gall bladder
eape that I've been on from tima
to time," Candace explained, lying
easily; “they're golng o operate
finally. I'd lke to be with the
cags then, It's Interesting fo be
abla to follow one through like
that ™

Mra. Harper sald Indignantly,
“My case len't Interesiing, I sup-
posal'

Candace grinned. 'There nre
paople going out working every
day with Milngs & 1ot worse than
an  already-henled wound on a
finger where a benign tumor's
been cut out,” she miid good na-
furedly, “You could be out and
wround if you wanted to be."

Mre. Harper demanded. ont-
raged, “Why would 1 stay here in
thix hals it 1 doyld ba out of {177

“I don't know," Candace gald,
“unless you ke the attention
being thought sick earns you. Un=
loss you like being fussed over.”

“Well, I' never—" Mrs, Harper
said. Then sho smiled oo, weakly.

*You You're right, par t
teast. ‘T4 Duity," she. admiteed
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*He racts around. so, thal when

I'm well he spends scarcely any

time with me, 1f I'm slck he al-

most goes oul of his mind, he

can't do enough. He's really fond
1

of T, jou belevs thal, danht
youT™ she asked anxiously,
L - L

H’ls devolion to his grandmother
was, in Candace's opinion, the
youth's one gaving grace. She sald
warmly, “He Is indeed,”

His grandmother said happily,
satisfied, “He's a good boy,
Spollad. maybe, bul essentally

Candace thought ruefully, =T |

pocket, sha discoversd, when she
got outside. A small box, looking
like something from a jeweler's
She thought furiously, that doos
it, I"'m geing to Dr, Patterson right
now, I've had enough of this, , . "

(Toe Be Continuved)

The final test of military air-
eraft is thelr record in action,
and so far in this war the com-
bat record of American planes
his beon good,

—Muj. N, F. Susboe and Mo,
E. C. Locke jointly to Soclety of
Automotive Engincers.

Go in wholeheartedly and
do your bost. Less than that s
not full service.
—John 8, Dumser, new G. A, R,
natlonal commander, in message
to army age vouth.

wouldn't go that far, , . . But
Apparently no agreement was nec-
essary to that

Mre. Harper seftled herself into
her plllows contentedly. *Now
that we understand each other,
you'll stay? 111 make it worth |
your while”

“I'm sorry," Candace sald, *No,*
The old lady sat up sharply.
“Give me one good reason why
not,” she demanded. *“My tempers |
¢on't bother wyou, You're not
avraid of me. It can't be that"
A sudden thought struck her, |
“Has Duffy,” she asked, ‘‘come |
tom-catting around? Is that 17"
That was 'it. And exactly the
right word for {t, Candace thought
grimly. Shes began, “Mra. Harper,

A

She saw M, Harper look
toward the doorway and she
turmned too, to see Duffy himself
standing there. Her expression
chilled perceplibly.

He looked boyish and handsome
and he was smiling broadly and
laden as usual with flowers and
packages. She would have liked
to slip out, but of courze the |
flowers had to go with her to be
cared for. Duffy managed fo touch
her and io be a long time in pass-
ing them over.

There was a package in her |
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