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A THREAT FULFILLED

CHAPTER IX
day, after Penny had re-
turnod o the Courler offire
from ono of her frequent visits to
the mills, ahe found Jim deep In
cohversalion with a visitor, He
wis  tall, distinguished-looking,
and a ready smile walled on his
i

:Ellnlln. Ponny," Jim welcomed,
“May 1 presont Lou MacDonald,
head of the Counly Humane So-
clety, Lou, this Is Penny Kellogg,
our society editor.”

“I'va heard a great deal about
sou, Miss Kellogg,” MacDonald

mald. “1'd llke to compliment you
on: your sviive of articles on the

the Kirk mills, They're great.”

“Thanks," said Penny, “1'm glad
to know I have at least one
reader.”

“Here's a litle story you might
like to handle,” said Jim. “There's
wome good meat in this report of
Humane Soclety activities,

“It fsn't exaclly pleasant read-

" MacDomald warned, “In fact,
11's rather discouraging.”

Penny studied the figures. Here,
In cold type., was a tragic story
af families deserted, childréen who
would have {aced starvation if the
gumnne Society had not helped

em.

“Hirktown has the worst record
in the county,” Penny observed,

"Yes, unfortunately that's true,”
MacDonsld admitted.

*There are some men who can't
resist {he gambling temptation or
nny other temptations that come
thelr way., They suffer, but thoze
who really are hurt are their
wives and children, We do or
best to find new interests for these
men and to instill in them' a sense
of responsibility,”

Penny listened in fascination to
his stories of the sirange cases that
his affice handled. She had never
realized such situations existed.
When he had finished, she knew

[~avhy Jim hed been crusading so

bitterly against the Casiro gang.
%1 have an idea” Penny said,
®that we can finish this Castro

: - business in a big hurry. Wil you

help?™

UMW we help?” Jim echoed,

YTt f=n't easy,” MacDonald cau-
tioned. “For one thing, the boys
at Clty Hall are working hand in
glove with the gang. Casiro spends
plenty of money at each election
to make sure the right men get
!n-ll

“Then,” zald Penny, “we'll gel

" ‘e City Hall gang out, too, We'll

put men in office who'll enforee
the laws and who'll run thig bunch
of tinhorn gamblers out of town."
“Count on me," MacDonald as-
sured. He shook hands with Penny
a5 he tose to his feet. “It's been
2 pleasure to see you two. Just

glvﬁy me a ring whenever you're

“Thanks for dropping in" Jim
m!l‘i “We'll keep in touch with

PENNY was thankful for Jim's
invitation to dinner, A steak
at Pietro’s would hit the spotl.
Alll through dinner, Penny was
silent. Her thoughts were on a
‘plan that was daring, and dan-
gerous, It must not fall. She de-
cided to ‘say! nothing about it to
Jim until she had warked out all
‘the detalls,

1 BiET
|'bed, staring in open-eyed wonder |

“I'd like to coms hack to the |
ioffice tonight, Jim. T've got a lot i

of work to do,” she sald.

That night .she sat in purzled
Ithought over her typewriler.

Penny discarded pige after page
of copy. For more than an hour
she concentraled on a short, one-
page thesjs. When she finizhed,
she smiled st Jim.

“I'm not going to show this to
you just yet. Jim," she said. “But
I want to reserve a page of ad-
vertising space in the Courter. and
a gzpot on the front page. I'm not
going to pay a lhoutand dol-
Inrs, either. You'll just have to
trust me to poy for the space.”

“Your eredit's good,” he =ald.
"Provided you can give me two
references, both of them miition-
afres.”

“L eould,” said Penny, “but I
won't. And don't reach for this
eopy. It's for a circular you're
going to print, when I'm ready.”

“Okay, Penny. The place is
yours, Whenever vou're ready,
just shoot. Just let me in on it
a little ahead of time,”" Jim nsked.

“You're the big gun behind ihe
eampaign,” she told him. “With-
out yout 1 ecouldn't do a thing.
Without »ou, in fact, I' wouldn't
be here.”

"Without sou Jim: eald, sin-
eerely, “being hers swouldn't be
worthwhile,"

THE sireet war bathed In moon-

* light. Walking beside Jim,
Penny found new
They 'talked pleasantly of many
things. At her door, Jim pressed
Penny's hand in his own.

Her lips were inviling. He
kizzed het, tenderly,
"Giood night, Penny.” ho whis-

pered. She walched him as he
marched jauntily back toward the
foot of the hill. His kiss would
be another memory to treasure
farever,

Penny foiind Midge in  bed,
reading.
“Hello, there,” her roommiate

called chearfilly,
time fo be coming home. T know.
You were delained at the office.
You'd belter think up a belter ox-
cuge than Lhal,”

Penny Indghed. "Mz excuse |s
a lot more exciting than that. 1've
been using my thinking eap for a

change. 1 really have nows fo-
night."

"Tell. me about IL" Midge
hegged,

M1 will Iy & minute,” she an-
swered,  "Wait HiIl I gol ecom-

fortable”

Ponny loft out the Incident eon-
cerning the bribe Jim had refused.
Bhe gloswed over the run-of-the-
mill sotin]l news of the day. She
talked at length about MacDonald
and the Humanhe Soclety report.

Then Penny told Midm of har
vlan to rid Kirkiown-of lls gang-

1

contentment. |

“This Is a Nne |

[

MEnkcE, MIGge sat upright n
as Penny excitedly outlined her
scheme. |

“Careful™

Midae wamed. !

“You're playing with TNT." Then | s

she =aid, as if talking to herself. |
“1 wonder, 1t might work at that."

My pIun must work,” Penny |
insisted, "Il need your help,
We'll have to get Bud Walsh and |
have him round up =some friends
he can trust.™

“Sure, Penny. Bud will be glad
to help, 1 know plenty nf others
who will, too. Whenever you say |
the word, we'll be ready,"” Miffgo
assured her. |

“The date is next Friday. The
pilace is the John Kitk BMemoial |
Auditorium, Remeomber, Midge, 1

“Hustle up, Virgil—this n no
time to take & bhow!

haven't said a single word to'any-
one. We've got to keep this plan
absolutely secret, or it will beoms-
erang, she cautioned.

“Check,” #ald Midge. “How
about turning the lights out,
Penny? We'd both better get to
sleep.”

Penny couldn’t close her eves
She looked up at the shadows on
the ceiling, thinking about Jim,
aboul the past, and mostly about
the future.

What happened in the next 20
seconds chased all other thoughts
from her mind. A rumble that |
crescendoed to a roar shook the
house, almest tumbling them from |
their beds.

Up the hil from tha valley |
rolled a blast that echoed likp
thunder. Before Penny slipped
into a robe and raced to the door,
sha had guessed what had hap-
pened.

There was no mistaking the di- |
rection from which'the flames shot
skyward. She knew this was the
fulfillment of Castro’s threat.

Jim had rounded the corner,
walking toward the Courier office.
Had he been there when the
bomb exploded? Terror struck at
Penny's heart |

“Jim,” she cried as she raced
out. “Oh, Jim!™

{To Be Conlinued)
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson
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WORLD'S HISTORY
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«++ AND CENTURIES FROA NOW,
HISTORMMNS MAYy DG UP
REMAINS OF PAST MNAZT)
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HE GENERAL AMAXIMLIA
PRICE REGULATION,
DESIGMED TO PREVENT THE
RISE IN LIVING COLTS, ACTUALLY
LOWERED LINING COSTS
AFTER ONLY ONE MONTH
IN FORCE.
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