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SERIAL STORY

LUCKY PENNY E6TINS

righting mad by the time she left
that night for her return to the
Kirk estate.

She intended to stay mad until
site had finished her visit to the
Kirk offices.

(To Be Continued)
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A NEW JOB
CHAPTER VI

CUMMER nights crowded with
pleasant memories warmed

Penny's friendship for Jim. She
could hardly wait for the end of
the day, when Jim would drive
up in his nondescript car. They
found rutted roads that lead no-

where except to hilltops crowned
with the glories of the setting sun.

One night in particular, Penny
would always remember. They
had been driving along in silence,
Jim absorbed in his own

thoughts, Penny drink-

ing in the beauties of the moonlit
panorama spread about her.

"Penny," Jim said, thoughtfully.
;"How'd you like to be captain of

WILL BRING

sort of thing forever?"
"No, Penny," Jim replied grimly.

"This time we will do something.
We've been cowards. We've al-

ready waited too long."
"There's something else that's

troubling me, Jim." Penny chose
her words carefully now. "That
bridge ran over company property.
Doesn't the Kirk management care
at all? Don't they know what's
happening in Kirktown?"

"The Kirk management! That's
good!" barked Jim. "They sit back
in their beautiful offices in the
prettiest building at the county
scat, and don't know or don't care
about anything exvcpl bliick cs

on the profit reports."
"Then it's high time they

learned a few things," flashed
Penny.

Silence shrouded their thoughts
on the rest of the drive to the
Courier office. Penny's flushed
cheeks and brightened eyes ex-

pressed her determination to act
now in the interests of Kirktown.

"I'd like to have the day off
tomorrow," Penny told Jim, hop-

ing he wouldn't ask her to reveal
her plan.

"Sure, Penny," said Jim.
"I have another request, Jim.

I want to do a series of stories
that everyone in town will read.
I need your help."

"Just name it Penny," offered
Jim, "and I'll do all I can."

"I'd like to spend a few days
in the Kirk mills. I'll take my
lunch box with me and chat with
the boys. I'd like to get some
human interest stories about the
men who make steel," she ex-

plained.
"Sounds good," Jim admitted.
The more Penny thought of the

injustices she had witnessed, the
angrier she became. She was
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Penny smiled. "Captain?"
"Yes," Jim answered, "I need

someone like you "
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Penny looked up quickly, her
face beaming.

"I mean," Jim was struggling
for the words, "I need someone
like you on the Courier. We'd
make a winning combination, you
and I."

He had wanted to say something
quite different something about
the way he really felt How he
missed her. How he longed to
have her near him. He hesitated
only when he thought of the strug-
gle ahead for anyone who would
share his threadbare existence.

Her answer, spontaneous and
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ning, exchanging ideas, excitedly
awaiting the day when Penny
would leave Pietro's and join Jim's
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small staff. Penny's future prom-
ised exciting, thrilling adventures.
She was at the Courier office early
on her first day of work, eager
to begin her new career.

The Courier occupied crowded
quarters in the basement beneath
the branch office of the City Bank.

Penny knew from the moment
she walked in that she was des-

tined to love the smell of printer's
ink and the informality with
which the Courier staff tackled
eacb crowded day. She knew each
morning would be brighter be-

cause of Jim's warm smile of wel-
come. .

pENNY swung easily into the
routine of work. Before long,

the office lost Its dusty, disorderly
appearance. Jim wondered how
he had managed so long without'" " "her.
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i T - . 1 TJ Mhad finished deciphering the day's
.notes which always crammed his

pockets, the quiet of the office was
shattered by a sudden rush of
footsteps on the steep stairway.
Penny looked up, into the fright- -.

ened eyes of a breathless boy.
"Mr. Vickers! Mr. Vickers!" he

shouted. "A terrible accident The
bridge. Come quick'

... Jim shot upstairs. Penny fol
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HORIZONTAL
1 Depicted state.
6 Its land

is irregular.
12 Peruse.
13 Waste

allowance.
14 Make a

mistake.
15 Dress edge.
16 Through.
19 Age.
20 Sloth.
21 Symbol for

samarium.

1

radium.
21 Support
24 Typical.
27 Township

(abbr.).
28 Changeable,

' as weather
(Scot).

30 Morindin dye.
32 Lair.
35 County seat

of Hancock
County in this
state, .

36 Symbol for
erbium.

38 The gods.
39 Golf term.
41 Unsuitable.
43 Feel com
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trie tragedy.
Piecing together the story of

what had happened was not hard.
Never suspecting that death was
so near, the driver of a huge truck
and trailer, loaded with steel, had
started across the span. Weak-
ened by age, too tired to support
the heavy load, the structure had
given way. Its twisted steel was
a tangled mess. Pinned beneath
the wreckage were the driver and
his helper.

Once again Penny had an op-

portunity to admire Jim Vickers
in an emergency. He lost no time
in making the dangerous descent
to the river. His was the guiding
hand that sped rescue work. The
men must have known they would
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VERTICAL
1 Lubricate.
2 Weird.
3 Boat paddle. punction.

46 Shakespearean
fairy queen.

48 Whirlwind.
49 Mine.
50 Royal Field

Artillery
(abbr.).

52 National
(abbr.).

54 Perform.
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5 Anger. (abbr.). r ... i

23 Rough lava.
25 Epistle

(abbr.).
26 It was d

. by a colony of
120 in 1733.

29 Ornamental
vessel.

31 Grew pallid.
33 Cloth measure
34 Alaskan city.
36 Man's name.
37 Paid notice.
40 Thickened

soups.
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7 Employ.
8 Foot (abbr.).
9 Exist

10 Roman
goddess.

1 1 Storehouses.
15 Evening of

Oct. 31.
16 Parent
17 Measure.
18 Symbol for

47 Soul (Egypt).
48 Old Testa-

ment (abbr.).
51 Every.
53 Social insect.
55 Mountain pass.
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58 Symbol for

tantalum.
59 Afternoon

(abbr.).

56 Card game.
57 Tip.
59 Persian elf.
60 Its capital,
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42 Main point.
44 Any.
45 Of the matter.

61 Its
warm.

pENNY helped Jim into his coat
when finally he returned. His

face was white and his lips were
dry. He didn't say anything until
they were back in the car.

"I have the toughest assignment
in my life ahead," said Jim. "You
remember Bill, don't you? The
fellow who started the fight at
Pietro's?"

"Yes," said Penny, "I remem-
ber."
' "Bill's brother was helper on
that truck. I'll have to tell his
wife." The tragedy strjek pain
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fully home.
"It's all so unnecessary," Jim

protested bitterly. "A new bridge
should have been put up two years
ago. The money was appropriated.
Blueprints were drawn up. Cas- -
tro's crooked politicians pocketed
the funds."

Now It was Penny's turn to be
furious.

"For weeks I've heard about
corrupt politicians and gangsters
and raw deals. For years Kirk-to-

has been run by a bunch of
jroltcn crooks. Isn't there anyone
;in this ' place with backbone
(enough to run them out; and see.
ithat tlm pwn gets a decent break?
LAre you going to tut up with this
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Alley Oop By V. T. Hamlin


