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A NEW JOB
CHAPTER VI
QUMMER nights crowded with
- pleasant  memories  warmed
Penny's friendship for Jim. She
could hardly walt for the end of
the day, when Jim would drive
up in his nondescript car, They
found rutted roads thal lead no-
where except to hilltops crowned
with the glaries of the setting sun.

One night in particular, Penny
would alwaya Ieméibe), They
had been driving nlong in silence,
Jim nbsorbed In his own brow-
wrinkling thoughts, Penny drink-
Ing in the beauties of the moonlit
panorama’ spread about her,

“Penny,”" Jim said, thoughtfully,
*How'd you like to be captain of
my team?"”

Penny smiled. “Captain?™

"Yes," Jim answered, "1 need
someone like you—"

Penny looked up quickly, her
face beaming.

*I mean," Jim was struggling
for the words, “l need someone
like: you on the Courier.
miake @ winning combinntion, you
and 1"

He had wanted to say something
quite different—something about
the way he really feit. How he
missed her, How he longed to
have her near him. He hesitated
only when he thought of the strug-
gle ahead for anyone who would
share his threadbare existence.

Her answer, spontaneous and
swift, was a kiss that held them
enraptured for a long moment.

They spent exciting hours, plan-
ning, exchanging ideas, excitedly
awaiting the day whens Penny
would leave Pictro's and joln Jim's
small siaff. Penny's future prom-
fzed exciting, thrilling adventures,
She was at the Courler office early
on her firsl doy of waork, eager
to begin her new career.

The Courier cecupied crowded
quarters in the basement beneath
the branch office of the City Bank.-

Penny knew from the moment
she walked in that she was des-
tined to love the smell of printer’s
ink and the informality with
which the Courier stafi tackled
each crowded day. She knew each
momning would be brighter be-
cause of Jim's warm smile of wel-
b L] hi -

PEN'NY swung easily into the
routine of work. Before long,
the office lost its dusty, disorderly
sppearance. Jim wondered how
ge had meanaged so long without
£T,

Perhnpg becatse she herself was
burstiry With? néws and with a
witality that reflected her good
will toward' e she found
it easy to extract dozens of inter-
esting news items.

Late one afternoon, when Jim
had finished deciphering the day's
notes which nlways crammed his
pockets, the quiet of the office was
shattered by a sudden rush of
dooizteps on tle sleep stairway.
Penny looked up, Into the fright-
ened eyes of a breathless boy,

“Mr. Vickers! Mr. Vickers!” he
shouted. "A terrible accident, The
bridge. Come quick.l”

Jim shot upstairs. Penny fol-
lowed swiftly, helping the tired
yvoungster fo negotinte the last
steps. Jim's car was already rat-
ting impatiently,

“It'¢ the cenler bridge, Mr.

" Wickers," the boys direcied. Jim

allowed a siren-blowing ambu-
:lance to pass, and swung into busy
Central avenue. News has a curi-
ous way of spreading swiftly in

, &, small town. Already people

were tacing toward the scene of
the tragedy.

Plecing together the story of
‘what had happened was not hard,
Never suspecting that death was

+ 80 near, the driver of a huge truck

and traller, loaded with steel, had
started across the span. Weak-
ened by age, too tired to support
the heavy load, the structure had
given way. Iis twisted steel was
Pinned beneath
the wreckage were the driver and
his helper,

Once ngain Penny had an op-
portunity to admire Jim Vickers
in ‘an emergency. He lost no time
in making the dangerous descent
{0 the river. His was the gulding
hand that sped reseue work. The
men must have known they would
be too late.

L] . "
PENNY helped Jim into his coat
when finally he returned. His
face was while and his lips were
dry, He didn't say anything until
they were back in the ear,

“T have the toughest assignment
in my life ahead,” said Jim, “You
remember. Bill, don't you? The
fellow who started the fight at
Pietro's?"

"‘ges," sald Penny, "I remem-

“Bill's brother was helper on
that truck, I'l have to tell his
wife.” The tragedy strack pain-

atd | ;
Wed | haonan lnlerest stories about the

.

sort of thing forewver?"

YNo, Penny," Jim replied grimly.
“This time wa will do something.
We've been cowards, We've al-
repdy waited too long"

“There's something else that's
troubling me, Jim." Penny chose
her words carefully now, “That
hridge ran over company property.
Doesn't the Kirk management care
at all? Don't they know what's
happening in Kirktown?®"

“The Kirk management! That's
good!™ barked Jim, “They sit back
in their beautiful offices in the
prottiest building at the county
geat, and don't kaow or don't care
abant arsaking cxdepl huuk ng=
ures on ﬂio profit reports.”

“Then it's high time they
learned a few things, fashed
Penny.

Silence shrouded thelr thoughts
on the rest of the drive to the
Courier office. Penny's flushed
cheeks and brightened eyes ex-
pressed hor detarmination to set |
now in the interestz of Kirktown.

“1I'd like to have the doy off |
tomorrow,” Penny told Jim, hop-
ing he wouldn't ask her to reveal
her plan.

“Sure, Penny," sald Jim.

*I have another request, Jim.
I want to do n series of stories
that everyone in town will read. !
1 need your help*

“Just name if, Penny," offered
Jim, “and I'll do all I ecan

“1'd like to spend a few days
in the Kirk mills, Tl take my
lunch box with me and chat with
the boys. I'd like o get some

men who make steel” she ex-
plained.
“Sounds good,” Jim ndmitted.
The more Penny thought of the
injustices she had witnessed, the

g mad by the time she left
that nighl for her relurn to the
Kirk estate,

She intended to stay mad until
she had finished her visit to the
Kirk ofMces,

(Te Be Continued)
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