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PENNY LANDS A JOB
CHAPTER 11

perched saucily on her soft curis,
She smiled s she caugnt a ghimyse |
of hersell in the mirror.

“Come ony Ponny, There's work
to be done” called Midge. “The
next turn starts soon,"

- . -
TURN, Penny learned, was the
shift worked by the men in
the mill.  From the reéstaurant !
window, she could see steel work-
ers emezing over the foot bridge
on their way to work,

Penny  swing easily  intn the
rouline of the restaurant. From
Midge she learned to take her

PENN\' sang “good morning™ to

8 bright and cloudless doy.
From her window she could see
| white plumes of smoke floating
larily up from the vallay-hugging
mills,

She had reallzed last night that
Kirktown would be no paradise.
Hhe had known that a community
nestled so close to the smoke of
the steel mills and the soot of the
rallroad yards must absorb some
blackness,

But Penny was not prepared
!qr the nighimare of remshackle,
broken-down buildings that made
up Kirkiown. They looked for all
the wcﬂ:l as thaugh they were
held with 1 and
built on foundstions of toolhplcks,

The river was not a siream at
all, but a rusty, emelly, steaming
pewer, It cul the town in half,
On one side tha Kirk mills rose
In black majesty. They were huge,
powerful, impressive . . . and dirty.

Central avenue lined the olher
ride, its dirty-faced buildings
fronting the river. Two foot
bridges crossed street and river,
providing access to the fenced-in
mills, To the right, as far as her
eye could see, stretched buildings
and furnaces and railroad yards—
tbe Kirk industrial empire. To her
left, devoid of all attractiveness,
Iay i.he shattered, brulsed, smoky

and cinl struc-

work In the spirit of a lark, as
though she were picnicking in-
stoad of Iaboring. At the expense
of a fow nervous dishes, she soon
learned o carry the amazing
number of things wajtresses can
manage with sXkiliful hands and
wrisie

Men sauntered Into Pietro’s in
Erpe ot iihssine s Meost of
them were young. She liked their |
cheery greetings and their natural
courtosy toward her. Later on,

| storekeepers drifted In o discuss

business conditions and the day's |
headlines over their cups of coffee,

When the noon rush had ended,
Penny felt she had earned the rest
and the lunchieon Pietro offered,
From the kitchen came tantalizing
odors and Pietro’s excited volee

“Sit down, Mlss Penny,” Pietro
sald. "I have something special
for you." He pushed through the
swinging door, a steaming dish of
spaghettl held alnft for Fenny's
ingpection.

“You have to eat every bit of
it," Pietro insisted. T made the
meat satce especially for you'
He hovered over the table, ar-
ranging the baskel of white bread
and the dish of checse. “Eat. IV's
good for you.”

M hUngry. She naant Denevea
anyvthing could be so appetizing,
Intent on her dinner, she didn't
notice the newcomers who swags
geved in, Had she been walching
Midge, usually so friendly, she
would have been surprised at the
cold gtare that was her only greets
ing or them.

There were five men In the
group. Definitely not steel work-
ors. Ponny decided, They didn't
Bother to remove spotless white

| telt hats as they seated thomsolves,

They wore expensive silk sport
shirts, vividly colored: trousers
ihat were tno earefully creased,

shoes shined to mirror perfection. |
Suspenders of tooled leather come- |

ploted thely garish splendor.

Midge topk their “black cofee™
orders in silence. She sexved them
and walked to the other side of
the counter, where she busied her-
solf arranging napkins and Alling
sugar bowls,

Then, In a fash, lke a eloud-
bursl despending suddenly  from
a elear sky, black fury hit Piotro's
restaurant, That was the only way
Peony could describe the scene
that eaught her startled exes when
che turned at the sound of crashe

ing dishes,
____(To Beo Contlnued)
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hms that marked the remnants
of her dream of Kirktown.

Though the day had just begun,
Penny was already ti She
parked  her car wearily, slifiing
another urge to leave Kirktown
behind her forever. Surely some-
where in this broken-down hodge-
podge of derelicts there must be
some saving note of charm.

In silent depression she walked
down Central avenue. She had
never seen =0 pooT & business

] streel. Merchants showed no pride
: in their establishments, Most of
the windows had no displays.

She wandéred: up one street and
down the other, Only the avenue
at the top of the hill, where the
John Kirk Memorial Auditorium
had been erected, defied the uni-
versal ugliness, |

Heére, on 2 plntu'.-nu overlooking
tite teeming mills, a few daring
souls had built mfddle-clnu homes
that blossomed' like oases in the
sooly desert. Here wore Kirk-
town's only ..pal..chre. of . garden.
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BACK ony Cantral svenue again
"~ ethe paused to rest in fronl of
a restaurant whose interior was
ﬂ:e most inyiting she had seen
 kinge starting her tour of the town.
The girl behind the counter was
neatly uniformed.. Sfee] workers,
in- long-sleeved black shirts de-
epite the heat of the day, =sat at

the lohg counter, * *

. Pénny; realized she had’' been
vrnlk.iﬂ: for hours. - She was
thirsty.. She  walked !n and =at
down. - The girl behind the coun-
ter smiled & cheerful greeting as
she placed a glass of \uter in
froht of Penny.

«MA - glass of - mllk. p‘lem-. sald
Periny.

» "Sure, honey,” "pﬂerl Ihe wait=
ress. “And . don't worrny. You'll
get the job. Tl put in a word for
¥ou with lhe boss, Chin up, kid
You're in."

Penny watched in stariled won-
der as the "Girl Wanted" sign was
lifted out of the restatirant win-
dow! Then she looked at herself
in the mirror, ‘Her dress no longer
wore the erisp look that had en-
deared It Lo her. It was wrinkled
now. Her face, showed unmis-
takable signs of the smudges she
hid accumulated during her long
walk,

This, Penny thought nas the
studied the troubled, weary ex-
pression on her face, must be the
way jobless girls look aftér a hard
finy of fruitless search for mplo}—
ment.

Should she take the job?

Here, Penny realized, was a
golden .opportunity fo plerce be-
low the surface of Kirktown, to
find oul for herself what hod
caused such deterioration, She ad-
Justed her halr and bruzhed a
fleck ‘of poot from her nose, She
wanted to make a good Impres-
slon.on “the boss."

In a moment he bustied out of
hig kitchen, a rotund, exclted lit-
tlg man., He appraised her swiftly,
nodded, “All right)" he sald, "you
elart tomorrow."”

S0 Penny Kirk, who used to
sleep untll noon, started her first
day's work at Pietro's Restaurant
at 6 o'clock the next morning.

“Good morning, honey," her
friend of yesterday greeted. "My
mme;f. Midge Carter, What's
yours?"

“Penny Kellogg,” the helress to
the  Kirk millions responded,
gluncing swiftly at the row of
breakfast = foods on the back
;t;t‘ljntcr “"Thanks for the boost,

Ii

“Think nothing of it, kid. You
didn't need any help. Old Pletro
ean spot a good w-aitroea the min-
ile he seas one” Midge studied

]l' 1 Penny's  teim  fAgure.  “1'll bhet
] you've worked fn a lot better
beancrjes than this one," ghe com-
plimented.

Penny wondered what Midge
would gay if she know that her
hands had never befors lifted a
dish. ‘Bhe wondered, too, what her
| felends would say if they could
— sta her In tha whitestrimmed

reen un!lom a trlangular cap
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