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CHAPTER 1V

HRISTIE had n noon luncheon

date with Barl. Meanwhile, he
was spending the morning with his
mother, and Christie wns meeting
with a committee on the Fete of
ihe Lanterns, a henefit for Chinese
rellef,

A group of her friends—Ellen
Wells, Roberta Barlow, Elaine
Richardson, and Sue Fosler, had
slready arrived.  And — Christie
paused & moment in the doorway
a5 n ahock of surprise ran through
her—another gicll A girl with a
clond of dark halr framing her
lhin face, a cigarel between her
poppy-red lips,

. “Christie,” Mildred exclaimed,
Ywe're really in luck, This s San-

Rydall, She spent some
months in China once, and she has
the grandest idens, Wait until you
hear them,

“Maybe you've met™ Mildred
continued.

*“Yes, we have” Christie re-
plied, “at the dance last night."

"You run into s0 many people
al dances,” Sandra sald with a low
Inugh, “and rometimes three is a
mwd

Roberia spoke up: “Si is like

apecinies In brain surgery.™

o1f T could reach Bart," Christie
sald.

*There's no tme o get any-
hody," Bill smid. “This chap's got
0 go now, They wanted the plane
warmed wf and waiting.  You'll
have to take him over, Christie. 1
Know vou cah, You couldn't miss
Just follew the highway, They're
keoping r\cr\lhing wide and clear
at the other end.”

afy 1o couldn't, Chrigtie said.
trembling.  “Oh, Bill, why ran't
you iy

“Recause 1 never learned. T
know what takes them up, but I
can't take them up. Funny, isn'

Tt ie't funny,* Christie said,
“it's drendful.
up and kill him, BiL"

Bill shrugged. "Well, he'll prob-
ably die, anyway, uniess he gels
to this surgeon, 'S only 60 miles,
Christle.  You've got to do Ik
There's the ambulance. now,"

“Warm her up, Bill" she eald.

They were lifting the injured
man from the ambulance. Christie
walked over and looked down on

him. He was young, and he had
good features. His blond halr
showed above the wide, thick

bandage that bound his head,

As ghe walched, pity in her aves,
the wounded man opened his eves,
He was looking at Christie with a
queer, bewildered expression.
After n moment, the bewilderment

“Know this chap™ the hospital
attendant nazked.  “Relative of
yours?"

T never maw
Christin answered.

him  before,”
“He must be

But 1 might crack |

was gone, “Oh, it's you" ihe |
stranger sald. He closed hiz eves
again.

dolirious,”

The atlendant shook his head.
“1 think [t's the frst consvious
moment he's had since the accl-
dent, Where's the pilog?"

“I'm the pitot," Christie =aid,

|  She m}h the amarement and
"

| doubt on fuces about her, Sud-
denly, she fell a surge of cvonfl-
dence

P el him there,” ahe sald.

(To Be Continued)
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‘ rAMous SAYING
| The fanous saying, “Tell It 16
|

the Mavines,™ is traced to Sam-
tuel Pepys, nuthor of the diary,
who eredited il to Charles 11 of
England.
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Bart Sanderson wak around. You
are new in this town, Sandra, but
it won't take you long to learn,”
“One of those romances that
haven't yet become routine,” San-
dra said, slowly. Only Christie
caught the emphasls on the “yet™
And that, she was sure, was be-
cause she was looking for it
Poise ‘completely resiored, she
spoke easily: “Stop chattering,
Roberta, and let's get started. I've
8_luncheon date” She turned to

Sandra: “'So you have pome
Idens?"
“I'm filled with them,” Sandra

. "I don't know el that
they'll work."™ Again, that odd
emphasis,

“I'd like to hear them. We're
Here to  plan | decorations, xou
know.” *

“That's one of the ideas™ San-
drals eyes mei Christie’s without

ng. Mildred wnas looking
startled.

“In a moment, Millle, or some-
body, will guess Sandra and T nre
having a private war," Christie

thotight. She felt a little ashamed.

Perhaps, she was at faull, May-
be, Bandra had sensed her resent-
ment in the beginning. She re-
memnbered Bart had said, "Aren't
you a little unfair? You don't even
know her."

Well ghe knew Sandra could be
ichesp. Her manners were not only
{inconventional, they were rude,
!But she was hgrc' offering to help.

- - -

SANDRA’S ideas were good, she

had 1o admit, There'd be the
ball, of course, with eterybody
wearing Chinese costumes, Then,
in_another ropm—io draw the
older erowd—all the Chinese art
treasures that could be borrowed
in and around Westwood would be
displayed, Maybe there'd be 2
pecial corner for Chinsze fans,

"Why it's wonderful” Christie
exclalmed,

She began appointing commit-
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