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'Sir

President Roosevelt told his
press conference today that the
whole question of wage controls
and Inflation is under study
when asked for his reaction to
the broad .wage stabilization
policy laid down by the war
labor board to maintain the pur-
chasing power of hourly wages
at 1he levels of January, 1941.
' He said' no decision had been'
reached op when he;mlght. send

message ' to congress an the
iubject,'nd that the basis of all
policy on the program 'was to
keep the cost of living from
going up.
- Even as he talked unionists
expressed dissatisfaction with
the labor board' ruling, laid

Russian infantry ma n4 machine gunners battle tha' foe in a
according to the Moscow caption released with this picture. In the
Russian soldier. .'C '

GENERAL LEES

ENTER VIOLENT

DESERTBATTLE

Yet Undecided Com-

bat Rages in Mid-

dle of Front

CAIRO, July 17. W1 British
troops, engaged In a violent and
still Indecisive tank battle since

yesterday In tho center of tho
El Alnmeln desert ' line, were
reported toduy to havo brought
up American-mad- General Lee
tanks to give additional power
to their dufonse.

The General Lee, an Improv-
ed version of the General Grant,
mounts guns In
the turret instead ol at the
side and has streamlined armor.
The General Grants previously
had proved a mainstay of Brit-
ish armored force in the desert.

Tho British were making stub-
born effort to hold their newly--
won positions In the center
of the line, '

. Sharp righting
'

Bhiirp fighting also was re-

ported at the southern and of
the .line, where the enemy wos
Mid to have withdrawn "slightly,
and-I- the coastal sector to the
north. i ....

The communique gave no hint
as to how . the battle In the
center was going, but said that
a number of enemy tanks had
been knocked out. ,

"Details of our losses are not
yet known," the bulletin added.

New .Zealand Infantry and
armor scored a number of suc-
cesses there against attacking
German tanks.

In the northern sector, too,
the British imperials were hav-
ing success. After a ding dong
all-dn- y fight yesterday they
rcoccupled their original posi-
tions on the lower ridge of
Tel El Else. They already had
held the higher' ground.

(The British were reported by
neuters to have advanced seven
miles In the central sector Wed-
nesday, securing control of the
Ruweisat ridge.)

FDR Says Drafting
Of Married Men,
Youths Unlikely

WASHINGTON, July 17 OP)

Although administration offi-
cials havo been speaking repeat-
edly of the fact that this coun-

try always has called youths of
18 and 19 years to the colors In
wartime, President Roosevelt
told a press conference today
that such a step was unlikely
now.

Ha said nothing need (be ex-

pected on this matter at any
time soon.

By FRANK JENKINS
.BECAUSE tha battle of Russia

holds tho key to o much of
the future, thin la the knrnt--l of
the new today:

Tho German! have apparently
been fought to a bloody stand-atll- l

at Voronezh.
Moscow dispute-h- add:
"Numerous attempt of tho

enemy to press forward (lit Vor- -

enzli) are oiling. I lie uutue- -

field li littered with German
corpse and dor.ena of burned out
enemy tanks."

TVHY la Voronezh o Impor-- "

UntT
For an answer to that question,

hark bBck to Tobruk,
Recall that when tho British

held Tobruk tho first nazl drive
Into Egypt was HALTED. When
tha British .LOST Tobruk, Rom-
mel's recent drive Into Egypt
SWEPT ON to the very gates of
Alexandria.

fOBRUK, when held by the
7 . British, was threat on the

flank of any axis drive toward
. tha Nile. '

From the flank It Is poitslble
t GET INTV TUB HfiAK, nu
one of the first rules of warfare
la that you mustn't let the enemy
let Inty your rear with adequate
forces. If he does, you're pretty

. sure, to ba In bud troublq.,. That
Is one of history' most positive
lessons. ,

, Voronezh. long as 11 Is held
by; tha Russlnns, Is a potential
jumping-of- f place for an attack
on the flank of the German ad
vance toward Stalingrad and the
Volga.

That Is why the Russians have
held onto It with such tenacity,

CROM. Moscow today comes the
statement that according to

official " soviet statistics man
power losses In the past two
month of the war have been
running In the ratio of nine to
four IN RUSSIA'S FAVOR.

Thai Is to say, for every four
Pm.lnn. In. I In hnttln NINE
Germans have been lost,
' That statement provides the

due to Russian strategy In this
great battle upon which so much
depends.' In the face of massed
German attacks, tho Russians
have retired, in good order, sav
ing tlieir armies, talcing a neavy
toll of the Invader.

If and when they get him
whittled down to a size that can
b bandied, they will STRIKE
BACK, as they did at Rostov
last fall.

Voronezh Is being stubbornly
taved as a point to strike from.

'THE Russians haven't won
They may not win. It Is too

Ctrly yet to Judge. But at least
they are fighting coolly and
Kiiruuy, loiiowing out a pre-

determined plan Instead of being
thrown back In rout and dis
order as HltU-- r hoped.

A TANK battle Is raglne on the
El Alameln front before Al-

exandria. It results as these
words are written Is indecisive.

In ithis battle the British are
Mid to be using new U. S. Gen-
eral Lee tanks, which are de-

scribed as a considerable Im-

provement on the General Grant
tanks. They have a 78 milli-
meter gun mounted In the TUR-
RET, Instead of at the side (as
In the pictures with which most
Americans are familiar.)

The gun mounted at the side
could be moved only up and
down, except In limited way.
To swing It around to tho side
the TANK had to be turned.
The turret-mounte- d gun can be
swung all the way around, re-

gardless of tho direction In which
the lank Is moving.

The armor of the General Leo
tank has been streamlined and
the slljiouotte has been lowered,
today's dispatches say. Another
objection to the General Grant
was that It stood up too high
and mail. Inn nnn. a Uhh.I t n

the enemy. '

-

THE General Lee tank Is doubt-les- s

the answer to the weak-
nesses found In the General
Grant. Because of vast distances

(Continued on Pngo Two)

flnlllH lh n ft A JArtllMM ' ...L. iU
permitted an increase Of 44 tent
a day Jn wages of workers in
"Little Steel'? who wert eeklni
$1 a day increase through the
CIO United Steel Worker. The
labor members, opposed the nil-Ing-

' '
: i : '.

Work .Stoppages :

. there also were, work stop-
pages over the. nation which
hampered the war-- , effort.

Steel unionists quickly pro-
tested the WLB decision and Re-

public Sieel corporation, one of
the four firms affected,- - said "the
wage increase Js a long step in
the direction of inf latlon."; It
said it would have to study1 the
opinion- before deciding-o- n Its
future course of action..;. iV.:-.i

In another part of its decision,
the WLB by another 9 to 4 vote,
with industry .members dissent-.- !

(Continued on Page Two):

AASIitnrw friiir

On. Murder .Charge
MELBOURNE, July 17 OP)

Private Edward J. Leonski,
former New York City grocery
clerk;. was convicted by a United
States military- - court today of
the slaying: of three Melbourne
women, and . was condemned, to
death by hanging, ' -

The; tribunal de-
bated barely 50 minutes before
announcing It verdict," which is
subject; to review by. .the com-

manding general of the United
States armed forces .In Australia.
. The stolid calm which Leon-sk- i

had maintained during the
five-da- trial was unbroken by
the death sentence. He smirked
slightly as he was led- from the
courtroom' under heavy guard.:

Masses of German infantry sup
ported Dy tneir Heaviest tanKs
a force of perhaps 1,000,000 all
told marched through the lush,
waist-hig- h wfieatf ields of

' the
Don steppes in a continuing' of
fensive today as the red army
fell back both toward Stalin-
grad and Rostov. ,

Mindful of the hourly increas-
ing threats to both of these im
portant center on the Volga el
bow and the lower Don: which
flank each side of the entrance-t-

the' Caucasus, the red army
fought stubbornly from weH-de- ?

fended Voronezh on the north to
the flat, d country
loutheast of Millerovo. :.

Near a river crossing south
east of Millerovo,. 200' miles
south of Voronezh, .the soviet
fighters-wer- reported --to .have
banded a heavy blow to the in-

vaders. - i. - . .. ... i

This river - crossing was . not
named in soviet dispatches,--, but
it .was not believed the. German
advance had. yet surged to the
Junction where t he, ; jeat-we- st

railway from : - Stalingrad i Join
the main Rostov-Mosco- w .line. :

,. (This ' might- - . wdTcate.that
heavy L fighting took plate; near
KamensJc, or east of

is on ;the Donet. 40 .miles
south' of . .Mi)lerov6. iThe' Ger
mans claimed thejr-.hadr- the
railway;, connecting
with the Donets'. . This railway la
just. south,.of KamensK.) :

Asjir the - Russians fell - Sack
through :the green fields Which
Were, to have played a large: part
in feeding, their people. tbi.wirii
ter, reports told how;the coun-

tryside: :wa , left "littered . wiUi
German dead,, the iUm.th.jS
wrecks of burned out tanks,' and
the;snarled ruins of :guh;.and
trucks..-'- ; . . r' ;. ':: t r,

But the said theiV dispatches i u
(Continued on. Page Two)1---

-

eeiAybrkers
Stop Work at
Curtiss-Wrig-ht

BEAVER, Pa., July 17 P-h-

Members . of ', the . CIO ', United
Steelworkersiof .America, hegari
a work stoppage today . at ' the
Pennsylvania plant of JhS '

company. , i;''
: A: mioh spokesman who de-
clined use of his- - nam.e said a
"large number. Of the night shift
Of :1000 employe refused : to
work with non-unio- men,' who
number. about ,19." .v':; 't :;

'He said the union 'arid' com-

pany have been negotiating for
a new contract to supplant one
which expired June 20. ' Points
under-- discussion, he said, were
"Wages, union shop and check-
off Of union dues."

: '

Nelson to Direct ;'.. y

Rubber Program
WASHINGTON, July 17

Chief Donald .M.
Nelson has assumed personal di-

rection of the government's rub-
ber program, it was learned! to-

day, with Indications that a def,
Inite showdown on remede ipji
the rubber shortage i in the
making. - -
- Shelving much of hi other
work: in an effort to straighten
out widespread confusion,' lt
was ' understood from:' source
who declined to be quoted that
Nelson and Arthur Newhall, his
rubber coordinator, have decid-

ed upon a "put up or shut up"
drive to end sniping at the war
production board's synthetic rubber-

-plans. i "I.
.. '
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off, above, an assistant in San
Francisco's 12th naval district
naval officer procurement of
fice, will be tried by general
court-martia- l, the navy has an-
nounced. Aroff, former Los An-

geles plumbing contractor and
Olymple Games weight lifter,
will face four charges, Includ
ing on of scandalous con
duct." ..

nrnininm nni

I ntense Interest-- : Dis-- '

played on Coming
..

1 Appointment;

"
Appointment of a police chief

to succeed Frank . Hamm, pros-

pective U. S. marshal, will prob-
ably be settled at the first of the
week, probably Monday nigtit,
It was indicated Friday.,
;,The matter has become a sub-

ject of widespread and. intensive .

discussion lip and down the bus-
iness district, and it is. unlikely
Mayor John Houston will want
to permit it to go on indefinitej-l-

without action., i

j, ; ;

The mayor indicated, ; Friday
that he will rely extensively up-
on the opinions of retiring Chief
Hamm and the civil service com-
mission. In. making a. selection,
among, the possibilities, for . the
job.. . . i :. . ;f
: There Is' much talk that the
job. may. go to Earl- Heuvelv-as-sistan- t

police chief. . One. sug-
gestion is that. Heuvel .may- - be
appointed acting chief, pending
a. final decision later on.' . ;

. i Others. Mentioned :
: Others who .have been- - men-tione- d

in connection-- with the
position are Police Judge Leigh
Ackerman, Sergeant Paul: Rob-

ertson, and Orville Hamilton',
Investigator for the police de-

partment. It was learned Fri-

day that the name of Mack Lil-lar-

investigator for the district
attorney's office, has been sug-
gested to Mayor Houston. i

Whoever gets the chief's- - Job
will have a difficult task ahead
of him, it 'was 'agreed Friday.

(Continued on Page Two) .

ried the Inscription: ,' ','Doreria,
my darling: humble words could
never express how I love you;
how I adore you. Always re-
member that, your Les." It was
dated September 15, 1941.

"Long Story". . i

When Gireth was taken In
custody In Fresno his only com-
ment, police said, was "It's a
long story and people wouldn't
understand.

Detective Sergeant William J.
Mortland said the dapper jew
eler later asserted, while being
fingerprinted at the county jail:
"Yes, I killed her. I shot her In
the head more than once."
- Miss Hammer, a meteorologi
cal student at Boeing school in
Oakland, lived in Glendale and
had worked In Gireth' Jewelry
store off and on the past year.

Gireth wife recently ued
him for divorce, alleging cruel

(Continued on Page Two)
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Sub Toff Upped
To 37? in
West Atlantic
'''-- : By Ths Associated '?rWV,,J

Axis; submarine "torpedoing
more United. Nations

ships, one a small. British cargo
vessel in the south Atlantic and
the other-- small Dutch mer-
chant ship in the Caribbean,
jvere announced by the navy to-

day.
- The losses, and three reported

yesterday, two of which were
American and one Norwegian,
raised to 379 the unofficial As-

sociated Press count of allied
and neutral shins sunk in the
western Atlantic since .Peorl
Harbor.

The which sunk the
British vessel the night of June
25, used one torpedo and 65
shells, survivors said. Two
members of the crew
drowned and a third died later
in a lifeboat. ,

After nine days In two lite-boa-

and three rafts, the 37 sur-
vivors were picked up and land-
ed at a south Atlantic port, July
S. They reached on east coast
United States port July 13. -

The 29 survivors of the Dutch
ship's crew of 31 were picked
up three hours after the day-
light attack on their vessel Moy

(Contlnuect on Page Two)

British Bombers
Strike at Nazi
Sub. Building Yards

LONDON, July 17 W) A

force of Stirlings, Britain's big-
gest d bombers,
struck at Germany before the
fall of darkness last night In
attacks on- submarine building
yards five miles from hard-hi- t

Luebcck and on shipyards at
Flensburg, near the German-Danis- h

border.
The raids carried to' a climax

daylight attacks yesterday on
objectives In Germany which
opened with single-plan-e' as-

saults on points in the Ruhr.
Details of the Lucbeck and

Flensburg attacks were meager
but an air ministry commun-
ique said the bombs were seen
to burst In yards and slipways
of the submarine building yards
near Lucbeck.

. Two of the bombers were re-

ported missing.

Raider Drops
Bombs on London

LONDON, July 17 OF) A sin-

gle enemy raider dropped bombs
at a place In the greater London
area this afternoon during the
first alert the capital has had
in four months, It was stated
authoritatively tonight. Slight
damage was caused but there
were no casualties.

Enemy planes dropped bombs
at a southwest coast town earlier
In the day.

One bomber was destroyed by
the RAF off the south coast.

sector on tha southern front,
center, a purse aid a wouad4

V '.V'.'J.:";...
. 1 .. ! ill

luvf iioiiitsi
Bullion

; .i. f,H: fc?..;v4'iVf
Situation Uncffanged

Since July 1 1 , .; ;

- Report Says
A

v--i

WASHINGTON, July 17 ()The navy announced today In a
resume of fighting In the Aleu-
tians that army aircraft recently
dropped 56 bombs on Japanese
shore installations at Klska, one
of three islands on which the
enemy has landed. -

American' losses In the. cam-

paign to date were disclosed of-

ficially to include 44 army and
navy men killed in Jap bombing
attacks on Dutch. Harbor and
nearby Fort Mears and on an

(Continued on Page Two)

Baseball
. AMERICAN LEAGUE

(12 innings). R. H. E.
Chicago 1 9. 1

Boston : 2 7 ' 1

Humphries and Turner; Wag-
ner and Conroy. ,

R. H. E.
Cleveland '. .... 16- 2
New York 8 10 . 2

' Smith, Heving (9), Eisentate
(8) and Denning; Chandler and
Rosar.

R. H. . E.
St. Louis ; 4 6 0

Philadelphia 2 11.2
Sundra and Hayes, Ferrell (6);

Besse, Fowler (8) and Swift.
R. H. E.

St. Louis : 11 10 1

Philadelphia 18 1

Fehrens and Ferrell; Knott,
R. Harris (6), and Wagner.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
R. H. E.

New York 11 20 0

Pittsburgh ......:.....-..- .. 2 6 0

Schumacher, Adams (9); and
Danning, Berres (6); Lannlng,
Wilkie (3), Hamlin (5), and
Phelps, Baker (9). ,

Committee Okehs
Bill to Outlaw
Commission Fees

WASHINGTON, July 17 VP)
A measure outlawing commis-
sion fees on government war
contracts was approved unan-

imously today by the house naval
committee after the navy Itself
demanded swift action to "stop
profiteering at government ex-

pense."
The action came after three

days of public hearings during
whicty representatives of four
firms of "sales engineers" In
the nation's capital told of earn-
ing close to $2,000,000 during
the last 18 months In fees tor
obtaining contracts for manu-
facturers throughout the

BASE AI HAIOW

'y f r"yX" 'Sdtisfactqry
Results," Says

Stilwell

CHUNGKING, July 17 WV--A

United States bomber attack
on Hankow, great Japanese In-

land buso'on the Yangtze .river,
yesterday scored "very satisfac-
tory results," a communique
from Lieut. Gen. Joseph W.

Stilwell's headquarters announc-
ed today.

Fighters escorted the bombers
In tho raid on Hankow and also
in another on the Nanchang
airdrome on July 3, the com-

munique said. ',

Tho fighter-escorte- bomber
attack on the , Hankow water-
front wos the fourth by the
United States air force in
China since It took over ' the
work of the Flying Tigers of
the AVG. The previous attacks
on tho river port were on July
1, 2.' and, 6.

Tho text of the communique:
"It is now learned that dur-

ing an attack on docks In the
Japanese concession at Hankow
July 2, twelve 100 kilogram

) bombs landed on
the docks and warehouses and
there were several near misses
on ships.

Attack Nanchang
"On July 3 allied bombers

led by Major William E. Basye,
with a fighter escort led by
Squadron Leader John R. How-

ard, attacked Nanchang air-
drome. The Japanese were

(Continued on Page Two)

lead to such an American re-

action. '
As for the neutrals the de-

velopments were:
1. The Turkish freighter

3723 tons, was reported
torpedoed In the Mediterranean
and beached at Tripoli, chief
port of Italian Libya, and the
Turkish submarine Atllay wos
reported gunk with all hands
near the Dardanelles. There
was, however, no Indication of
the cause of the sinking.

D. ' Unconfirmed report that
a fourth Argentine merchant
ship, the 2091-to- n freighter

had been torpedoed off
the Portuguese coast sharpened
the .Issue of Argentina's main-
tenance of relation with the
axis. The reports were said to
have figured In. last night'
secret debate on foreign policy
In the Argentine chamber of
deputies. '

3. Sweden's legation spokes-
man at London announced that

(Continued on Page Two) ,

Three Neutrals Involved
In Belligerent Actions Phone Call Leads to Arrest

Of Jeweler in Murder CaseBy Tha Associated Press
Three nations which have

clung to difficult neutrality on
tho perimeter of the world war

Turkey, Argentina and Swed
en were freshly Involved wllly- -

nllly In report of belligerent
actions nt sea.

At the rame time, Finland,
one of Germany's little allies,
expressed official surprise that
Her policy had brought her and
the United State one move
short of a break In diplomatic
relation,

The stole department disclos
ed last night that It had asked
the Helsinki government to dis
continue consular activities in
tho United States not later than
August 1 and said It already
had called home American con
sular officials.

Surprise
An official statement from

Helsinki said the United States
action was a surprise and that
the Finns, "had no reason to
suppose" that their policy could

SAN LEANDRO, Calif., July
17 m With, two. bullets
through the temple and another
through the chest, the body of

Dorena Hammer was
found ' tqday In the bed of a
cabin in an auto court near
here.

A few minutes after the dis-

covery, Leslie B. Gireth, a
wealthy Glendale Jeweler, was
arrested at a hotel in. Fresno.
He was to be returned here to-

day for questioning.
His arrest followed a tele-

phone call from. Fresno to Oak--lan- d

police, in which officers
were told that the body of a
girl would In the auto
court. .

Beside the bed 'In which' the
girl lay dead was a table bear-
ing a vase of red carnations, and
a silver-framed- " photograph
which police identified as that
of Gireth. They photograph car


