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® SERIAL STORY

MURDER IN FERRY COMMAND

BY A. W. O'BRIEN i BERIEE, o
G-MFEN IN ACTION and. three other friends hay
shown up the night before and,
CHAPTER 1X from the looks of it, wouldn't ba
INSIDI the letter addressed to | surprised if tho parado conlinues
John Dexel, (iyde Dawson |[during the next two daye 11
found & white slip of paper bear- | strikes me ax curioue that he

Ing a sot of Angerprinis.  Accom-
panying it was a brief note:

*John," it stated simply, “these
mre Statler’s prints. 1 believe you
will find the thumb print corre-
ml::! with the print found on the

eabinet, Paul*

Poul? That didn't take much

1 tnu"an Plnul Ecé:cl. the
corpse-mutilator he had cap-
tured In North Sydney. But how
and when had Paul managed to
post the letter with the fingur-

tx obviourly taken from the
and? .. . Dawson shook: his head
angrily. He was geiting dense—
af course, Paul Dexel had malled
the leiter aboard the Caribou be-
fore debarking and it had been
sant to the North Sydney post
office,

Outside, a siren was sounding
and an auto sereeched to a stop.
Hurried footsteps —he stepped
backward tgain and opened the
door, Four men were there, the
leader a keen-eyved young man of
asbout 28, He looked at the bat-
tered, disheveled investigator.

“Glad to se¢ you—I'm Dawson,”
the latter identified himself,
“Please have a man guard this
fellow and the woman, send an-
other to the storeroom at the top
of the second Aight of stairs, and
you accompany me—1I"ll give you a
full explanation shortlyv.™

The G-man followed him up-
rtairs where Dawson led him di-
rectly to the door of the room con-
faining: the charis and radio ap-
paratus, It was locked. Dawson
probed for his keys in vain then
applied his shoulder . . . onee,
twice . . . the third time the door
pave way,

“Take a quick look around,
please . . " he beckoned, “you
have my word there's a gang here
you'll be Interested in.  Right now
I'm- desperalely anxious to get
down with you to the War Sup-
plies Department—wherever that
Is—and nab the other member, a
girl who, seems to be missing.”

The War Supplies Department
wag a good four miles away,

* The G-man's badge rushed him
through an inquiry desk man into
the Personnel Office.

‘“We want to see Miss Carol
Fiske — immediately,” Dawson
sald.

- The manager looked up at the

men;:

“Miss Fiske is not at work—ghe
#ent a nole to her local manager
stating that her mother had taken
ruddenly ill last evening and that
ehe was taking a night train. Miss

¥iske did not say where she was
going!" i

AWBON, although dog-tired
and aching in every joint
from his strenuous ordeal, en-
Jjoyed ¥eeing the G-man machine
in ‘action' at close range.

The agent in charga accom-
panied ' him ‘directly to the Ed-
dinglon' Hotel from the War Sup-
pliez Office and checked over the
credentials Dawson had stored.

+ “Everything is apparently quite
{n order,” emiled the G-man, “al-
though my depariment will be
quite insistent on d iing a
reason for you not reporting.”

Dawson nodded.,

*“Quite right” he agreed, “ex-
eept that I had no way of knowing
whether I was merely tracking
down an unfortunate love affair ar
sniffing into something big. To-
snlght 1 hoped to find oul definiiely
tat the limestone house."

*TTh-huh, I guess I would have
done the same thing," the other

“However, let’s rush back
Ito the happy little homestead and
what's cooking with our Heinie
pals. 'l phone our bureau from
there to speed through a dezcrip-
tion of the girl en our teletype
gystem and . . ., have you by any
chance seen a pholo of her?”
+* "There's one hanging on her
'bedroom wall upstairs.”

“You certainly did get around
{that house, I1'll use the plcture
!for a wirephiolo release. Thus,
we should bhave her picked up
wherever ghe has gone , . "

“Maybe she hasn't left town at
all,' mused Dawson,

The. G-man's eyebrows lfied:
“That's quite true, I'll also notify
the Chieago police.”

On their way back 1o the lime-
stone house, Dawzon completed
the story, omitting nothing.

“Sounds like a Boris Karlofl
movie,” the G-man remarked,
*“Bbut there iz no doubt you've been
dealing with n tough bunch of ba=
bies—at least, they WERE tough.
That house luoked like a casualty
clearing station during a blitz rajd
when we arrlved . . ., you must
feel that you've squared ace
|potints?"

! Dawson's face was expression-
{ess.
|" “Not yet . . . loo many of my
ipals have been killed by these Hun
vermin to date to leave me satis-
fled so easily. There's the girl,
and, I'm sure, several other under-
cover workers in the gang bent on
playlng havoe with the Ferry
Command."

. -
‘AT the house Dawson marveled
to see how the place had been
traneformed into a hive of activity.
The filing cabinet had disclosed
Hnvaluable data Including corre-

wpondence of an ineriminating
gre with a number of persons,

reless experis were testing the
recelving set and alrendy record-
ing incoming messages. Two had
already been received-—in Engllsh
from “amateur” penders, But the
messagen were obylously coded
and docoders were breaking them
down.

"Here's an interesting meseage
we plcked up, sir” ona of the
agents sald, "Some amateur in
northern Mathe chatted at this
wave length—we didn’t even move
& dinl—nabout expecting n head=
achy weekend with four old ool-
lage pals motoring in this morning

|

should so suddanly be deluged by
touring friends . « "
Dawson drew the hend agent

aside:
“That's an easy one to figure
out, If the sender is in no m

¥

Maina he i likely spoiting Ferry
Command planes on ronte 18 New-
foundiand | from Montreal . .

“Aut why would they dotour |

over Malnet"
“You entertain a_popular delus
=lon, my friond,” Dawsmn veplicd.

“There's no detour entailed. Take
a look at that mup up on the wall
and you'll note a straight line

from Montreal to ecastern Now=

toundinnd cuts across northorn
Maine, He's telling this branch

that three planes flew over him |

last night, four mors this morning
and good Mving denditions are
dicated for two davs , . {
a big weekend, Rightt”
“Sounds logieal.”
affirmed. “This is r ¢ c
ing into something. B
possum and leaying ou
the Job around here we
eventuaily pick up lo
of the organization . . ."

Two other agents entered, half- |

dragging a frightened and sour-

visaged man of aboit 40 between
them. {
#Savs his name ls Sommy Bul-

lock, sir, He drove up to the rear

in a truck—<laims he was to pick |

up & packing case . .

“Check,” cut in'Dawson. "There

Whs A Sammy suppo
& packing carp—wil
ft. And, since the
hardly have entrusted such a cart
age job to anybody hut a trus
member of their organiza .
suggest you put Sammy through

the wringer—ha'Tl squawk. Hin
breed alwave doos.”

The chief agent signaled and
the Geaman took away the scowl-
Ing Sammy.

(To Be Continued)

The record of the War Produe-

tion Honrd sponks for itself, The |

production we are getting is due
1o the teamwork of many nble
men
Donald Nelson, WPB chairs
man

Wao used to tnlk about merging
with Canndny We are morging
with Canndin now, but by a pro-
ciss of legnl psmuosis.

Payson S: Wild, Jr., sssocinte

professor  of government at

Harvard, University.
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