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instantly arovssd. The postmark

was North Sydney, Nova Scotia.
Dawson didn't hesitale. He tore
the letter open.
iTo Be Conilnued)

HOLD EVERYTHINGI

“WHOAPE—THE HARD WAY

CHAPTER VIII

LIK.!: a person waking under a

strange roof and attempling to
Agure where he s, Dawson fought
through s haze of pain to clear
his mind, The least motion of hig
body brought savage darts while
his head pounded mercilessly, His
mouth was dry as parchment and
hix tongue evidently swollen, As
he twisted a bit to the right the
pain Increased around his heart
-« » then he remembered John's
cloging words and the flash of
pain,

His wrists and ankles were
numb, for which he was grateful,
They were badly swollen, but he'd
ba able to work on them without
too much suffering.

‘“The gray light of pre-davm
trickled through a skylight into
his storeroom prison, Peering at
the forms about him he concluded
a number of them were packing
enpes, That meant rough, jngged
edges.

Picking outl n large one propped
in a corner, he began the ordeal
of wriggling toward {t. Eventually
he made it, panting for breath.

Slowly he maneuvered for posi-
tion, lifting his bound legs and
proppl them against the high
rough edge. Mutiering a silent
prayer that the packing case
wouldn't move witk the welight of
his legs, he drew them up and
down so thai the rope hinding his
ankles scraped on the edge. Until
he got the use of his legs he
couldn't stand up to fm his hands
tho =ame was.

It was a long tedious job—
hours it seemed—while the gray
light ‘changed to bright sunlight
Frequently he felt his head swim-
ming, but Dawson continued
scraping. It had to be done easily
lest the sound awaken his captors.

A door had shut almost directly
below him and . . . Yes, somel
was mounting the stairs!

Frantically, Dawson poured ev-
ery ounce of power into the scrap-
ing . . . the rope was stretching

+ break, damn you, break . ..
there was a key grinding in the
lock . . . one more last push—
that did it . . , the rope parted!

Digging his teeth into his lips
to suppress his sobbing breath,
Daw=on swung hiz legs over to
one pide and stretched out still
just as the door swung open.

The dosty rass from the sk3-
Hghi reflected on. & revolver in a
man's hand—it wasn't John; it
must be the other man who had
helped carry him the night before,

into the girl™ room. He pushed
it open and went in—revalver
first. Ome quick glance told him

it was unpcrupled—the bed had
not been sldpt in. John was still
standing rock-like in terror at the

head of the sfairs. |

“Okay, chum," Dawson grinned.
“Let's go downetalrs,”

Ar they passed the prostrate
form of the housekeeper, the in-
vestigntor examined her briefly,

“Sorry, grandma” he said, “but
you should be a nice girl” Dig-
ging his gun inlo John's back, he
continued, “and vou keep right
at tha end of thix gun while 1
phone—just in casd there should
be wmrlmri\ elre in thix den of |
rats." |

Using only one hand, Dawson
filpped the phone off the hook and
dinled “Operator.” Lifting the re-
ceiver ho barked:

“Federal Bureau of Investiga- |
tion—emergeney!”

Almost immediately, ho  was
through to the officer in charge, |
"This {s Clyde Dawson of the
Cnnadian Intelligence Department |
. «= " John half turned and: Daw-
son' dug the gun into his back-
bane, “I've bagged a nest of Nazis
you'll want to meal—please make
it fast.”" He gave the address and

the phone clicked.

Just as Dawson hung up, the
doorbell sounded Wheeling |
quickly, he pointed 1o the foor: |

“Lie down, toothless—flat. on

your back and ene move to get up ||

will be your Inst!™

Dawzon stepped backwards to
the door and peered through tha
gliss. It was the postman. Shift-
ing his revolver to the other hand,
he opened- the door.

"Special delivery letter for Mr,
John Dexel”

“'l sign for IL." Dawson re-
plied.

Closing the door again. he
looked at the letter. hiz eurinsity

| “When do you think you'll get
around to that furlough you
nromised me, Captain?™

but
has

USSIAMN
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FOR MORE THAN
SiX MONTHS AND

Suspiciously, the man looked COVERED A
from ihe spot where they had ;‘57‘“;"’55 g;r
thrown the captive to the shadowy oo A
mmerimeiluwlymim approached, e I DBT e

0 ua t o
Dawson. bare, gp:neﬁ his eyes
as he spoke.
I'"Look at my ankles—something
hu happened|" - l
LA 2
I'l‘ was a desperate gamble, hut Kg? ER
Dawson, put everything on the

M|mnmsrmu.nc.

\fact that he-was in & dark corner
iand the man would have to bend
over to see., | | | 1t was working—
‘he was bending over curiously , ..
now was the moment!

With every last bit of strength
|drawn from the reserve of a well-
iconditioned  physique, Dawson
|steadied himself with his left foot
jand kicked upwards with his
iright. It Ianded with a sickening
‘erunch and the man crumbled.

Gradually, Dawson scrambled
'to his feet—he had never realized
‘before how difficult it was to rise
:n&m the floor with one's hands

Backing into the door so that
he grasped the doorknob with his
tled hands, he closed it softly,
Then he moved quickly across the
storercom and turned his back to
the packing case edge, using the
ecraping method on the wrist rope,

It took even longer than. the
other, but the tough strands finally
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