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@ SERIAL STORY

SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR

BY BLANCHE ROBERTS NEA SERMICE, INC
ESCAPE nngers nhao aimost paralvzed her
CHAPTER 1X hand, She waited for him to re-

FOB the next few minutes they
allernated thelr conversations
between whixpers and loud talk.

“If 1 only had a gun,' he whis-

dupulringl:r. I might do
-_uunnllnlun'

(Her eyes lighted with a smile,
Without making a comment she
put her hand into her purse and
drew out the small automatie, He
was  astonighied, but “his fAngers
tlosed’ over it and her hand too.
Forgetling to be watchful he ex-
clalmed:

“Did T ever tell you, Judith
Kingsly, that you are the most
wonderful creature on earth and
the lovellest?"

- He snalched a kiza from the up-
furned face. She drew  back
quickly, her heart racing and her
eyes soft. "Tom," she murmured.

A door suddenly opened and
Karl come in, followed by some

men,
" “Ready to” talk, Burke? de-
manded Karl
Judith realized the men had
been walling for some sign that
she was not a stranger lo Tom,
and now his words had given them
their eue. They knew now he
would be willing to sell the plane's
ts to save her. In the end
gv probably would kill them
both, She stared in mounting ter-

ror at them.

“Are you rteady to ftalk, Mr,
Burke?" Karl repealed. His voiee
was a bit high as it he were exas-

ted at having to ask his ques-
on again.
. Burke's lean, suntanned face
ve no hint of his thoughts, but
fudith detected the stubborm set
of his jaws.

*T have nothing to say now, or
at any other time”

“No? Perhaps in a little while,
my friend, you will be glad to tell
all I want to know." There was
a savageness in Karl's eves and
his hands drew into tight fista at!
his side. ‘:Ke have ways of mak-

ing men

K.n'l gll.nced at his watch,
Heavy, his narrowed and
watchful, focused a gun on Judith
and Tom.

A swift urge ctima over Judith
to throw off her fear and break
!hn awful silence in the room.

again, her fighting spirit
lumd 1o her rescue,

“T haven't had anything to eaf,
yei,” she =aid suddenly. The men
were startled by the calmness of
her fone. "You did promise me
food." She tried her winsome
emile, but it had no effect on
Karl. Heavy's mouth twisted at
the corner with the beginning of
R grin, but'only for a moment.
Then his face became the hard

lmnk of a moment before. °
A man standing back of Judith
{spoke: “The dame Is made of fce."
She turned slowly and saw the
yman who had kidnaped her in the

Karl sald curtly: “Bring in the
of food,"” and the man back
her. moved! away to carry out
the order.

. » - -

NOT emen did Heavy relax his
visﬂ with the gun, Burke
\l‘lp‘t gaze fastened on Karl
'though .‘I'ud.lth knew he was
‘watching the other man from the
‘worner of his keen eyves. Tom had-
ther gun and she knew he was
waiting an opportunity to use it
It would be sulcide to try any-
now. Her thoughts made her
ishiver, The blond spy with his
lelue-a'oyped hair gave her a
leurjous glance.
o Cold?™
Judith looked a! him but did
offer to answer his question.
the turned her blue eyes

FoiR

wiill loved her, she realized, though
‘mo word passed between them.

*Your nose s shiny,” Tom sald
eritically.

Judith's mouth fell open and for
m minute she hod the mad desire
to slap him. Burning with anger,
she turned her back on him and
opened her purse, drawing out a
wanity case. She applied the puff
45 her nose with more vigor than
Wi Necessary.
“Better?" she asked acidly while
the caplors looked on slightly puz-
zled st the act going on before

He shrugged. “A Htle”

When the food was before her,
the men stood guard like =0 many
buzzards, Judith grew more self-

lous with every bite she took,
Hul she was hungry, even if this
might be her last meal on earth,
The thought occurred that the food
imight be poironed, but she cast it
nside. It was not thelr time 1o die

yet,

Just iis she finished her meal an-
wother man came in the room and
whispered to Karl, excitedly, They
spoke In & forcign Ianguage, but
Judith guessed from their manner
that the matler was serlous,

Sharp commands were given at
once, and she and Tom were
pushed roughly through a door
#nd down & dark hall. Muflfled
sounds and shouts came from be-
hind them, but they moved on un-

1 all was silent around them, Be-

ore n closed door, a blindfold was

|Ued over their eyes. Then they

were uahered.ou: and into a ear,
-

ITH mt between Tom and
Karl az thoy sped away through
the night. Two other men sat on

the little seats In front of them
and Judith eould guess they held
guns on them, Tom's hand found
hers and the pressure of his warm
fMigers was reassiiring. Her own
¥ingors clung tightly to his, Dan-
=t Nad braiahs her clowe lo Tom
an. He Inmt his head to touch

. You're n nve!l .ulr!, Judith," he

fxpered and his lips brushed

er red halr

Judith opened her mouth to

" "IF but clmadi li: ngil %?cl

; U persist in talking, you

Vrlll 4 gagred,” Kaurl threntened,

voal, Tom’s body had
and the evip' of hia

iwatching  her

Iax and then she turned to face
her enemy,
“Couldn't you take thix thing
off my eyes?™ zhe asked sofily,
Without answering, he reached
up and pulled the fold from

impronnd hor head. She rubbed her

eves and then took In the gunmen
closely, guns in
sight, She drew # deep breath,

“You can take his off, too,” Karl
told her, and she removed Burke's
bandage,

After that, there wus silence ex-
eopt for the purting of the engine
as they slipped through the night.
Judith wondered whore her de-
tective body-guards could be, but
surmised they were responsible
for thelr sudden exit from the
house, She dared not try to look
out the back of the car, and all
the otk . windows were shnded.

Tom's fingers moved along her
wrist, back and forth, searching
for something. She realized in o
moment what it was, Her watch.
She wanted to tell him what she
had done with it, but couldn't
She lay her other hand over his.

Finally, the car turned toward
the shore where Judith could hear
the roar of the breakers, and
stopped at & deserted dock, The
men got out and motioned Judith
and Tom from the car. Karl and
one of the guards walked in front
and Heavy came behind them.

Agnin Tom's hand found hers
and their fingers twined tightly as
they walked down the boards over
the waler. She wanted desperately
to whisper that she loved him and
thnt all the things she had smid
when they parted ways ware lios,
But then, . 'l'hc pressaure on
her hlmd gr:ppc.-d hnrder

iy Tom | i into the
water, dragging “her with him.
They went under with & mighty
splash and the cold Pacific was
breath-taking, bul only for a sec-

‘ond. She was an excellent swim-~

mer and with Tom's hand to gulde
her, they dived for the protection
st the wharl,

(To Ba Continved)

now approaching flood stage.
The next step §s for our military,
industrial and shipping experts
to direct its full force against the
centers of enemy power.—Presl-
dent Roosevelt,

The preservation of freodom is |
not the obligation of any sin- [
gle people in any one parl of the |
world: It is an obligation of all |
peace-loving peoples throughout
the world.— King George of |
Greece. |

Many a pthtcmn who is buu
on running for office is broke nq]
o resull.

“TAKE 90 DAYS TO
PAY — THE OREGON
WCOLEN WAY!"

® NO INTEREST

® NO CARRYING
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ORIGINALLY
WERE USED FOR
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ARMY, THE oﬁmcsw.
OF THE DAY IS ALSO THE
OFFICER OF THE DAY AT
NIGHT,” Seys
PRIVATE OLIVER wmn,
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lTHIS CURIOUS WORLD

NEXT: Silent death for the Japanese.

WHEELED VEHICLE

HORIZONTAL Answer (o Previous Pusle (abibr.).
1 Meat, MED IS ALL [BTAT 22 Preciotis
4 Pictured AL Dl L HREIUILED prg slone.
vehicle T =D AL PIHIA 23 Near,
81t is also built BITCEER 25 Therefore.
{0r ~—, ! S| 26 Misdeed.
12 Bustle, E sons o |ER “.._._;E. 28 Perform,
13 Over. (poet). [RE tae |ITIEIRIMITR] 30 Foot digit.
14 Pig. [AIATTI0I0] 31 Request,
15 Symbol for  [B12 [TITIEM[IN] 32 Folding bed.
eerium. [e] LIA] NI '}i-;ﬁrow ;:!r:f
16 Make an error U SIEIRIEIA neooked,
18 Native metal. [4 ’%ﬁhﬂjﬁ 41 Either.
20 Rallroad D HIEM I'E 42 Aviator.
(abbr.). = Tio 43 One who skis
21 Worked Inlo == 44 Tt saves rub-
n mass, as 46 We, VERTICAL ber for —,
dough, 47 Solld rock. 1 Noleh, 45 Unit.

24 Agreeable, 50 Examine. 2 Arabian gulf., 48 Not down.
27 Mountain 51 Hatchet. 3 Month (abbr.) 471t is steered
(abbr.). 55 Hawasllan 4 Tralned, by handles

28 From, wreath, 5 String. —_—
20 Davoured, 56 Corded fabric. 6 Biblical 48 Egress.
33 Distant. 57 International pronaun, 40 Ganus of
36 Bady of language. 7 Bird, trees.

troops, 58 Bone. B Level. 51 Health recorls
37 Greek leller, 060 Female sheep, 0Symbol for 52 Ship's
38 Beverage., 62 She. thorium, company.
30 Modern, 63 Pig pen, 10 Fish bait, 53 Ripped.
40 Behold! 04 Takes into 11 Giant, 50 Beside,
42 Like, custody, 17T Musie note. 61 Lis
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pooa HILDA HASN'T
HAD A DATE IN THREE
DAYS , LARD ! WHY
DONT YOU CALL HER ?

i

THE TRACKS WEWE
LDWIN®
DOUBLE MNOwW!

ML r\ u\ﬁ A w::-:s
WAITIN' FOR. WIS
LADY VICTM TORIDE!

ARE

PRIDE _f )

= ORGET
TO THAMK YOU FOR | IT, ANNIE-
PRYIMN TO HAVE R .WST MAKE
US EOMNDED S0 WE ME A
COULD SELL WaR | CORPORAL
E‘TAMPS AN BOMOSH AND ILL BE
HTH BANK-|| SATISFIED -

————
SHE CAN'T

UNDERSTAND
WHY ALL THE
BOYs AVOID

wett, Lwonr
MAKE ANY
EFFORT To SEE
HER EITHER [
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Freckles and His Friends =
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OFF THE STAGE. «
UMM THERE'S

SOMETHIN® MIGHTY

1 STRANG

S

WELL, MAYDE MNOT-
BUT AT LEAST M

H GOIN 1o TRY-

SEE YLM LATER
JUDGE -

B't Hurnld Groy

(l'\.rr THOUGHT IT
I OVER VERY CAREFULLY,
AND I'VE DECIDED ©©
BE THE IMPULSIVE -]
\\ TYPE/ 1/'
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THEY'VE o8
DISCOVERED
Us!

Y4 NEED oMLY
B8 A MINUTE !

By Ctnni

L

Martin

U B
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OUR HERO'S FOOLING
wm; GD%DGETS 'EIALE'?ED
THIS PREDJCAMENT

ALLEY 0OF AND HIS PREHISTORIC PALS AND A
BOOM, HEADING ACROSS THE PACIFIC (N A Sa‘sthR
MARINE (CAPTURED), INADVERTENTLY
AN ENEMY NAVAL DETACHMENT

TEM'T,

CAN'T IAM!— M 1L!

KNOW BUT WE
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IiDML N MDO !

By ¥. T. Hamlin




