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CHAPTER II
“COHTOR‘I‘ABLE?" Ineubred
the alr hostess, bending over
Judith and smiling pleasantly.

\ *Oh, yes,” she answered cheer-
fully, even though she felt de-
pressed at the moment.

The pretty girl tumed to the
man across the alsle and repeated
her questions, Judith started ' at
the sound of his voice. He spoke
with a heavy accent, gruffly, as if
he resented being bothered. When
tho hosiess y i on, he looked
at Judith. She smiled, and for a
moment it seemed he would not
yeturn  her greeting. Then he
grinned, breaking the stern expres-
slon of his face. But his eyes did
not smile, only his mouth. Judith
had heard of cold-bleoded people
and nmow, she was sure, she had
mot one,

*You like flying?" he asked, and
his voice made her think of some~
one with a mouth full of mush,

*T think it is the only way fo
travel” she answered. She de-
elded it the man thought she was
easy fo talk to, then she would not
be taking too great m risk in
speaking to Burke later and
warning him to watch out for this
fellow.

After o moment the man in the
mtat in front of her craned his
neck to Jook at her, She trled the
same winsome smile on him and it
‘worked

"m-!;._vboﬁv_ on this plane will
believe I am an easy pickup,” she
fold herself. “But so much the
batter” Bhe instantly averied
her eyes and looked out the win-
dow.

Aa the miles flew swiftly by,
Judith thought over the situation,

“Those men
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“At least, Tom knows I am
s ihe ship.h That wmbnﬁz
samething think o
ehe decided.

(=)

the ship flashed “Flease fasten
Bafety belts.”

The biz shio eame down on the
nmway without a bounce, taxjed
back to the buildings and rolled
o 'a stop, Judith was the first

searhy o give Tom Burke an op-
portunity to reach the cafe first,
She followed him in and sat down
at the counter next to his stool.

“Please continue to be indiffer-
lent, but listen to me,” she whis-
[pered as the other two men took
pinces at the far end of the
lcounter by the doar,
| Burke half turned his head and

at ‘heér gerlous face, There
was inquiry in the lift of his
ibrows and disturbing sparks In
lhis eyes that made her heart beat
junevenly, He toyed with the glnss
lof water before him while he
insked from the corner of his
mouth:

"Why nre you here, Judith?"

“On  business—not followlhg

u," she sald curtly,

“Oh!" The way he snld the

ord was maddening.

*You're horrid, Tom," she sald,
ther cheeks burning. “Mr. Wat-
#0n I8 sending me to the const 1o
wheek on the office force there,
Rut that's beside the poinf. I'm
eure one or both of those men nt
the end of the counler are Inter-
ested in you or the plann of that
|bomber, I thought you might like
Ho know."

But he did not bother to glance
where she indicated,

“One sits behind you and the
other across the alsle”

Botween biles of food he said,
[*“I'hanks for the warning; darling.
JT more than nppreciste your in-
teresl” There was a twinkle in
his eyes that infurinted her,

I don't want anything to hap-

n fo the plans" she said sweet-

| He deliberately turned and
grinned ot her. He was so much
ter looking when he smiled,
She gave her stool a spin and slid
o the floor, Without a backward
wlance she walked to the eashier,
w her cheek and left the cafe,
id hoad dn the alr,
! mwuml outxlde the ship to
i~ (have a smoke in the crisp eve-
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1

when a hand was put to her elbow
land the clgnret taken from her
mouth, Before she realized what
'war happening, she was pushed
inta the cabin of the plane,

“Just what do you know aboul
the plans and who told you? It
was a secret.” Tom's wolce was
low and hix hand was warm and
firm on her arm,

“Mr. Watson told me. He thinks
:hcrc Is o Teak in the company and
moen my
office force at the factory.,” She
looked squarely into his fuce, chin
up. “Something tells me the for—
eljmer knows you have the plans.'*

“Well, don't worry your beautl=
ful lttie head, honey," he told her,
and his own head bent towards
hers,

She stepped back Instantly.

“I am merely minding my job,”
she sald cuttingly and sat down,

“Then T'll {gnore you"

Burke moved on to his place,
but turned and locked back at
her before he sat down. Their
guze met and held until Judith
pulled her eyes away,

“Ob," she breathed to herself
angrily. "He knows I don't hate
him and he's tryving to make me
admit it. ‘Well, I can be just as
stubborn as Tom Burke.”

She pleked up her purse {o re-
pair her make-up,

“You are an fast enter, young
Indy.” She looked up quickly to
see the heavy-set man pausing by
her chair., "Or maybe you were
not hungry.”

*1 ean eat when there b no fly=
ing to be done,” she replied pleas-
antly,

*Or a young man to flirt with?™
he grinned knowingly.

*He won't flirt with me,” she re-
marked and pouted her lics. She

vay {0 ihvesiigate the |

spoke loudly and hor wvoice
reachad Mom Buske W0 {uioed
and scowled at them both, p'llwlm!
his role well. #See what T moan?'
The large man nodded with an
understanding wink and sat down.
The other passengers took thelr
places, and In a moment the volee
of the hosless came to Judith's
cars from outside. There way
curlous concern in the tone,
\ wChanging co-pllota? What
| happened to BilIY"
| Judith did not hear the answer
but she turned to seo the two flyera
come through the door and make
their way to the control ropm up
front, As they passed her an un-
| casy feeling swept over her like
a warning.
| (To Be Continuedy

| All the average German wanls
| 5 pence—he doesn’t care wheth-
ler It is by viclory or defeat.
| That does not mean they are go-
| ing to crack up in six months,—
I Rev, Stewart W, Herman, puastor
American church in Berlin
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