" o'clock and she was In a hurry

{ Heleaned over the desk and his
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hat over her red curls and
reached for her purse. 1t wox 12

to be off, but as she turned to
leave the office, the buxzer on her
desk rang, Reluctanlly she flipped:
the button with a perfectly mani-
oured finger.

"Yes, Mr, Watson?"

T want to ses you at once, Miss
Kingsly,” mid the president of the
Watson Afrplane Corp, His voice
was crisp and urgent,

Yes, sir,” she replied, her tone
lacking it usual enthusinsm.

She could have remowved her hat
and put down her purse but she
did not. Tt was her lunch hour
and he might as well know she
expected to eal. She picked up
her note pad and pencil and start-
od for his office. When she en-
tered the spacious room, Watson
locked up, a deep frown between|
his eyes.

“Sit down, Miss Kingsly,” he;
Instructed, and motioned her to)
the chair on the other side of the
flat-topped mahogeny desk.

She hesitated, thinking it she
st down the Interview might be'
too long. He smiled, relaxing his
sobemess for the moment.

*T know—it's 12 o’clock and you
bave a date for lunch™

*Not a date, Mr, Watson,* she
anewered smilingly and dropped
her slim and graceful figure to
the chalr, “but I am disgustinglyi
hungry for a girl who has to watch;
her diet and counl her calories™

He chuckled,

"1 won't keep you long and you
will have no use for that," he in-
formed, indicating the note pad.
He leaned back in his chair and
studied her intently with his dark
eyes. “How would you like a trip
to California?™

Judith straightened her shoul-
ders and looked at him question-

“I think there {5 a leak In this
organization somewhere and to put
my fears at rest, I am sending you
%0 San Diego. I want a check-up
on the office force out at the fac-
tpry. ‘Do you want to go?"
-Mth‘-agummedmdm
Besned forward eagerly.

“Of course, I'want to go.” Her
woloe was swift with decision,

L R ]

“Il‘mimtpwﬂbbnndn-

gerous assignment™ Watson
informed her gravely. “You un-
derstand that? There s time to
back. out and it 't compulsory,
you know. It won't mean your
Job i you do not wish to go.”
*But I want o go, and.I love
danger and excitement,” she told
him, and there was a brightness to
her tome that gave truth to. her
statemnent.
_"rknmr" Ho smiled with wn-
deérstanding. *That s why I
thought of you immediately. You
have never seemed fo be afrald
of anything or anybody.” There
was admiration in his eyes. Judith
was valuable 1o the company and
he knew it *You're cool-headed
and not easily excited when you
get in a tight spot. And.you have
plenty of determinntion to see o
thing through. T've had my eye
m::utullonzﬁme.ymg-

Iady.”
‘" “Thank you for the nice com-

words, “I'm terribly

“At exaclly 3 o'clock™ He
gianced quickly at his watch, “You
haven't too much time. You will
dake the plane for San Diego,
and no one here is to know you
‘are going. Just walk out to lunch
without a word and don't come
back. I'll'say you phoned in you
were sick. A place will be re-
served for you on the liner, and
/{you can pick up the ticket at the
fleld offce.”

volce was suddenly very low,
“"The plans for that now bomber
are being carrled out 1o the west
const feotory on the same plane,
It's l secrel.  So keep your eyves
"Ku

w am 1 to know who has
the plans?" she asked. With her
red hair peeking zaucily from be-
neath her hat she looked more:
lkn & debufonts than au investi-
gator, “After all T don't want {o)
protect the wrong man."
| “Tall, durk and handsome, I
would say," smiled Watson. “Nice,
qulet sort of fellow. The pame
is Tom Burke."

“Tom Burke!” echoed Judith,
stariled, and ‘color rose to her
cheeks. ” She looked away qumkly
Ewven it she had fussed with T
and they had paried ways in ln-
m l!l:‘m mare mention of his name

why she should let Watson
T anything existed beiween

L ) |
A'I'SONx 3 D:;’ddedhilhmd. i
t you would -
ilze the follow. Seen :"n:wlavso:
together on  oceaslons, Whui-
mu;lnk of him1”
‘A deeper' flush burned er|
chebks and made her furious with'
Enhn nssment.  She answered a

‘building and did not stop to cat

"Well, nevor mind."  He smilod
as If from some inner knotvledge
and stood up,  "Kedp your eyes
open. I want to nick any sabotage
in the bud that might be develop=
ing in this company. By the way,
Burke {8 remaining on the coast
o8 consulting engineer for the
plant.” He let that bit of informas
tion sink in, then reached for her
band and prossed it.  *1 am de-
pending on you to carry through
for the company.”

“hen LIl be on my way, M |
Watson," Her red mouth curled
in a mischievous grin. *1 zhall
have a very good time and spend
the company's money frecly.”
You have n free hand on ex-
pensez,, And happy landing™
Judith fairly raced from the

lunch, She hailed a taxi and
rushed to her apartment to pack
a hasty bag.

As she walked through the ale-
port gotes, the loudspeaker an- |
nounced the approasching depart-
ure of the westbound plane, The
afternogn sun sified through her |
red hair, and the light of adven- |
ture glowed in her oyves. She hur.
ried aboard the big silver ship and
took a seot in the rear, Sho did
not have time to lock around at
her fellow-travelerz for a few
minutes. There was the task of
adjusting the safely belt and mak-
ing herself comfortable. |
But onece in the air, she settled
down and let her eager eyes rove
the ship in search of Tom Burke,
In a moment she saw him, up one
seat and across the aisle. She

studied what little of his head she
‘could see, wondering if he would |

sense her presence, But he did not
fum. A little sigh passed her
lips, She knew In her heart that
she still Joved him, regardless of
what had happened or Loeen salil
With an effort, she pulled her
gaze from him and leoked around
ot the others sho could see. The '
man in front of her had hiz head |
turned to the side. His oyes

| 8. Bureh, state highway commis-
| sion statistles engineer, after ar

{ Hons, forecast back in February

ftruﬂit‘ wounld

| per cont,

| in time of war,
| Woodrow Wilson, as quoted by
| George Creol.

to be focused on Burke,
but she could not be sure from
whege she sat. Tho man across
tiE aisie Doam her was elther vory
frightened or very interested. Iis
slare was glued to the back of
Tom's seal. She studied the man
for a long time from velled eyes,

Just as she settled down to read
n magazine, n sudden alarming
theught came to lu.I.

“Those men nre Wwatching Tom.
They-must know he has the plans
for the bomber,"

(To Ne Continued)
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"IN MEMORIAM”

JAME.

JOHNSON >
IN I18&1, LEFT HIS
HOME NEAR GENEVA,
NEWYORK, AND WENT
AWAY TO WAR/ HE
HUNG UP HIS SCYTHE
IN THE CROTCH -OF A
'l"EEE WITH IMT‘IONS

NOT TO REMOVE |
UNTIL HE W_ET:.:RNED/
BUT HE MNEVER,
CAME BACK, AND
THE TREE GREW
AROUND THE SCYTHE,
HOLDING IT SAFE
AND SECURE.
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