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HOLD EVERYTHING!
CHAPTER XXV

fJILL TALCOTT ihed his coat
ana ciearea uio ran wim

running headlong leap. Down ha
wept in a graceful arching dive

with the startled cries of passen
gens and officers alike in his ears.

After the clean, warm tub of
the Caribbean, New York Harbor
was chilling cold and foul. But it
was water. He went deep, opening
his eyes. In Anegada Passage he
could have seen his quarry. He
couldn't here, Kicking oil his shoes
he came up for breath.

ness as usual. He could order dou-
ble the amount of oil and food he
needed and have Jackson trans-
ship the surplus to raiders lving
oil the coast

"Their biggest trouble was that
they overdid it Instead of making
up some kind of a report which
might have worried me plenty, he
was so damned sure that Halsey
would deliver the report straight
to Winters' secretary he just filled
the envelope with plans of defense
works that had been traced in in-
visible ink by Martha Swenson
Swantzig. She didn't dare bring
them into New York for fear of
discovery, and Baron von Stampf
could never be sure how lpng his
disguise as Constantine would
serve him. So Halsey was made
the goat and when I broke into
his cabin and stole the report from
him, they hit their second snag.

"From then on von Stampf had
to get me, but he had to keep me
alive until the plans were deliv-
ered. His other accomplice, the
steward, ; was in irons and he
needed help so he made his great-
est mistake by putting the finger
on Martha Swenson. Even his re-

appearance at the door as Con-
stantine and his heroic disarming
of her were unconvincing. She
could have shot me a dozen times
if she'd wanted to."

June Paterson murmured, "But

The black head was bobbing a
short distance away; the wig must
have been cemented on. Webber- - "Hey! Down in front!"
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Hormon

von Stampf was making a lot of
motions but he wasnt making
much time. There was a launch,
though, that was taking more than
casual Interest in the proceedings.

' Its occupants were pointing and it
, began to swing in a wide circle.

Talcott went down again and

of course she didn't want to. Not
you, you big handsome Casanova!"

BUI Talcott flushed to the roots
of his hair. "I've taken just about
enough from you, young lad"!
I'm going to turn you over my
knee right now!"

You think so? Just try it, Mr.
Talcott!"

Cant Seth Pringle hooked his
hands throu0h Halsev's and
Lowell Byrd's arms. "Got some-
thing I want to show you," he re
membered suddenly. And then.
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shed his pants.
When he came up the launch

was perilously near. Its purpose
was evident; to come between him
and his quarry: As with three
points of a triangle, with the apex
msving fastest, the launch closed
In. And then from the rail a smoke
puff showed and a shot zinged the;
water.

Talcott went under. Kicking,
sweeping like a frog. He felt the
pressure as the launch passed
above him, and then directly ahead
he saw the Nazi agent's thrashing
feet He was almost on them when
the thrashing .stopped, and the
feet started upward. With a pow-
erful kick he closed in with a
smashing tackle about the knees.

The other must have bwn talc-

ing in a mouthful of air when his
hand was wrenched from the boat-ra- il.

Air bubbles followed him
down. His struggles were violent,
terrified. Talcott rolled him over.
The old game. Water polo in the
best accepted style. Swimming
tank mayhem his fingers closed
in the waist of the Nazi's trousers
and he yanked them to his knees.
Then he came up beside the launch
for air. ......

A boat was coming from the
Blue Petrel, another from the
Quarantine scow. Shots from the
launch were being answered, with:
Interest, from both quarters. When1
a yell of surprise from the launch,
announced that Talcott's presence
had been discovered, he went
down again.

Constantine - Webber - von
Btampf, he that could "come and
go as he willed," was on the sur-
face a short distance away, at-

tempting to rid himself of the
burgeoning pants. Bill Talcott gave
him a new source of worry by
hooking into bis coat collar and
starting to swim straight down.

Utterly powerless, the man who
had offered June Paterson's life in
exchange for paper, followed. His
wig was gone. His eyes were
distended in terror and great bub-
bles arose from bis mouth. And
as they wut .ever deeper, the in-
effectual struggles ceased,

i And then- - Talcott turned. The
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red bottom of the launch was gone;
line wnue 01 ine metwat had taken

Moose, goose, ducky.House, chick and birdie
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its place. Grinning, he grasped the
baron's chin and pulled him to the
surface.

"OTHEN Bill Talcott came up In
"dry clothing, she was waiting,

And so was her cousin. Her cousin
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said something that sounded like
ANSWER: Moose McCormick, Goose Goslin, Ducky MedwicK,

Horse Canning; Chick Hafey, Birdie Tebbetts.

NEXT: In memoriam,
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fBeautiful offensive. Couldn't have
idone better mystlf." .

But that didnt matter so much.
fWhat did matter was that she
sighed and said, "You are wonder-
ful." ntt thnucrh eheSA 1r,t nn
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18 Trousers.
20 Originate.
23 Oriental

guitar.
25 Oily ketone.
26 Tire.
27 Monitor

lizard.
28 Person

affected with
leprosy.

29 Concerns.
31 Conclusion.
34 Raging.
37 Scanty.
39 Wand.
40 Eagle's claw.
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And although Captain Pringle
and Leonard Halsey too had come
tup by that time, it was mainly to
Iher that he said, "I suspected Con- -.
istantine and Webber of being the
Isame person when I realized that
II had never seen the two of them

: ,lat the same time. The night after
, II was attacked I came down from

!the boat deck and almost fell over
him, supposedly asleep in a chair.

"He had come down from New
York as Webber, a tailor on his
(first vacation in twenty years. Yet,
instead of taking the trip throughthe Islands, he stopped over in

t Saint Thomas. That gave him op- -.

portunity to contact Martha Swen- -
son Swantzia. his aeent in Mn-r-

12 Devoid.
13 Symbol for

samarium.
15 Beach.
16 Herd of

whales. .

17 Fold.
19 Fury.
21 Bachelor of

Philosophy
(abbr.).

22 Genus of
ducks.

24 Half (prefix)
26 Capable of

VERTICAL
2 Paid notice. 42 Girl's name.
3 French article. 44 Air raid alarm
4 Czar.

47 Genus of
amphibians.

49 Location.
50 Plural (abbr.)
51 Youth.
53 Lean person

(Scot).
55 Accomplish.
56 Beverage.
57 European

shrub

detonation,
30 Defy.
32 Nude.
33 Perfume.
35 Not any;
36 Mountain

; unique, in order to check up on
Struthers the pair of them had
Jackson, the smuggler, drop them
at Abas Island to give credence to
the girl's story that she was a
irefugee. But the professor's being

: 'there Just didn't click, and I'd
lhave suspected him then if I
lhadnt had a few things of my own
'to worry about.

"You see. he had taken ari van.

46 Sound.
48 Second son of

Adam and
Eve.

50 Entreaty.
52 Form of

moisture.
54 Age.
56 Hail!
58 Azure (abbr.)
59 Symbol for

tin.
61 Exclamation

of inquiry.

passes.

5 Heating
vessels.

6 Ridgy.
7 New Testa-

ment (abbr.).
8 August

(abbr.).
9 Pierce.

10 Like hemp.
11 Moham-

medans
collectively.

14 Craze.

j38 Spanish dance 60 At no time.
41 Genus of 62 He is -

water
scorpions.

43 Deduction.
45 Exclamation.

's first
Minister to
Washington.

63 Warmth.
taije of a technicality in the Fed-
eral Chemical setup, the business
of having the auditor take over
when a shortaea wan tllwmrArorf
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Ho worked it carefully, getting his
operative in as Old Man Winters'
private secretary; sending von
Stampf down on a different boat to

, moke contact at the island so that
MacDowell and I could be disposed
of on the way homo. They wanted
to make it appear as if I was so
iguilty I'd killed MacDowell andthen jumped overboard to swimashore. They killed Scbastien be-
cause they wanted him out of the
jway. They could brook no Inte-
rference in what they planned to
'do on Abas Island.

JJALSEY said, 'Tm beginning to
have an idea what that was.I recall that at the time I thoughtIt was rather strange Struthers

should order BOO barrels of oil be-
fore he'd even set foot on the
Island,".

."Exactly. The plan was to make
Abas Island a base. Acting as

of the company's assets,
Btrutherg could can- - on the bu.u--
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