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MARTHA BHOWS HER COLORS

CHAPTER XXI11

E was consclous, first, of a

buzzing mn his eurs, and then
a'light fn his face, The light was
vory near,  Ite heat sent noedles
of paln through his cloged lids and
burned his braln, He tried to raise
his hand to shade his eyes bul the
effort was too much,

He oy still, eyes closed, fore-
Ing air into his dry lungs. The
heatl was 'n little less and the light
a little less intense, but he became
conseloun that his body was heav-
ing and bouncing as though tied
1o a burrc’s back. Slowly the
btizzing faded from his ears. Again
he tried to ralse his hands and
found he could not.

' His mind seemed to be func-

¢ toning pretty well, He remems-

bered being sick, and falling. And
he could hear: there was a rustle
of silk nearby, He could smell,
tov; an exotie perfume, But move
a muscle, even to opening his eyes,
he could not.
‘ He lay a long time, listening
to the rustle of silk, trying to
identify the perfume and connect
it with the sound. He attempled
to speak, but his tongue gave no
response, He gave that up, gave
up ftrying to move, content only
with listening. And then he heard
& barrage of knuckles on woal
"Who is eet?” a volce ealled

“from his side.

/ing for Mr, Talcoti—"

* "Pringle, ma'am. We're search-
The door
binged creaked. There was a
feminine scream, and Pringle's
“Exeuze me, ma'am!" in hasty,
embarrassed withdrawal,

2 _'T‘almtt tried to call out, to open

his ‘eyes, to move his-hands. His
mightiest effort succeeded only in
raising one indescribably heavy
eyelid. A glaucomic flach revealed
fo him only part of a stateroom;
a wardrobe blocked his view, But
he did see the back of a woman
who was in complete negligee.

~ Her glistening dark hair was a

cloud on her shoulders and her

' dark eyes were hard with anger

“ to the rusile of silk,

from the interruption, He was
only mildly surprised to recognize
Martha Swenszon,

The affort was too much; his lid
dropped buck and he lay, listening
The s=nse

of feel was returning; he could

feel the warmth of Martha Swen-

- 5on'8 nesmess—

21 “This man is strong. He just

opened an eyel”

+ A man’s voice. From. behind
and beyond Talcott. It was Jow,
almost whispered.
] Swenson respond, ‘“You
dmﬁ_ ‘not remain here, Carl. It

“lis safe. T sent the captain

iaway, “bat=~that fool' doclor will |
+ eomo inzoon.  And the gld.

‘will be:looking for him."

¢ There was movement but no
‘angwor, . A new. presence.  Fingers
.on Talcoll’s wrist. “Den't try fo
play ppssum,” the low voice said,
TR T

:‘WITH tremendous effort, Talcott
i opened them. He was lying
dn a lower berth; the light that

" had blinded him was a reading

lamp. Iis rays glinted on the bald,
ugly, head of Gerhardt won
‘Blampf. -

The baron smiled mockingly.
*Burely you had not shared the
opinion of the others that I had
Teft the ship!"

Talcott couldn't have answered

~ even if he had desired. No. He

. trouble,

\

hadn't shared that opinlon— His
body was numb. Only his brain
and His eyes were alive.

“That pin,” the baron chuchled.
*You are very careless my friend.
T could just az easily have poi-
soned you. Can it be that I over-
raled you? It is no matter. You
Have caused me a grest deal of
I am not one to take

Joss lightly. T am prepared to
bargain with you—"

"Carl! Please go! The others
will come back and this time I
cannot save you. They will hang
you for murder—"

“Silence, fooll I come and go
at will. No one can touch me!
And you, Lieut. Willlam Talcotl—
My patience i only so much, That
envelope you stole from Halsey,
What did you do with {{"

You are a fool yoursell, Baron
von Stampf, Talcott thought., You
know 1 can't answer and yet you
agk me questions,  Well, maybe 1
oan speak but I don't dare just
now—

Ar it resding his mind, wvon
Stampf zaid softly, *You are wor-
ried? Inan hour you will be your
normal self. 1 have spared you
becauze o raye my work 1 wish
o bargain. I offer you your life
and thal of the Llonde girl for
the eontents of that envelope.”

The man was mad.  Trading

th the life of Junc Paterson—

hat totrtures had he devised for
her If Taloot! refused? And how
could he assent? He couldn't even
speak!

The baron said, “That hurt you,
eh? Goodl Now, you will do as
1 direct. You will not return that
enyalope and ils contents to Hole
goy.  You will take it {nstead di-
rect to the office of Federal Cheml-
oal Company and (here hand it
to Mr Winters' privote rocratary,
‘You snd she are 1o be alone when
the transaction takes place. Thera
will be no teicks, That is my bar=
galn, You understand?”

A raving manine. 1 want 1o

0 your grinning face, I want
‘:l?;hm ui,f I:'I.ln;id start from your

e an il & from Sebastien
Elb:'i Aj’f!t_ﬂﬂm“—

. "Ahl You cloze flstl You
&te very strong, It would be a
Pily 1o kil you—" He moved,

‘bayond the wardrobe: be-

3 - Mol

She

yond Bill Talcott's vislon, Min-
utes or perhaps hours passed, and
then the sound, as of the scratch-
ing of fAngernails, came from the
bathreom door, Swiftly and un-
ceremonfously Marthn  Swenson
pulled a blanket over Talcoll's
oyes. When she remayed it the |
bathroom door swung idly and |
von Stampf was gone.

* % |
I_IE awoke suddenly, surprised |

that he had been asleep. He

heard the sotind of angry vojces

and lifted his head to stare!with
bleary eves at a full-blown argu-
ment between Martha Swenson
and the ship's physiclan, 1t didn't
occur to him immediately that he
was able to move again, The
tableau was too interesting.

Miss Swenson was dismising
her erstwhile swain in no uncer=
tain terms.  Telling him off for a
fool, a sap, a sucker and a lecher-
ous old dope,

Talcoft grinned. It was very
Interesting 1o see the doctor's
stufliness being beaten out of him
like dust out of a carpet. He
stopped grinning quite suddenly
when the door swung open to ad- |
mit Captain Pringle, Halsey, Pro-
fessor Constantine and—June
Paterson.

Her eves were frosty and she
showed that she had heard enough
of the argument to allow her to
form some thoughts of her own.
But Bill Talcott had no time for
explanations.

“Pringle!™ he called hoarsely.
*“Webber’s still on the ship. He
was just here— threatened Juna—"

Martha Swenson turned, Her
oyes, cdld, furlous, warning, blazed
at him. Slowly she mover away,
backing toward the bureau,

"Wabber doped me with some-
thing." he continued doggedly
“On a pin in the lining of my
sleeve.  Not sure yet if 1T can
stund— Wateh' that woman!™

Professor Constantine was near=
o5t and he moved with remark=
able speed for one Who was usu-
ally so bewlldered. Smashed the
revolver to the floor, and with
eyes averted, smothered the strug-
gles of the Insulficlently-clod Miss
Swenson.

(To Bo Continued)
WAR BABRY

FORT WAYNE—Mr, and Mrs.
L Hurber are the parents of |

laughter, Her namo is

Pearl.

FRIENDLY

CREDIT

)N ALL PURCHASES
OF MEN'S WEAR

No Interest
No Carrying Charge
No Red Tape

OREGON
WOOLEN STORE
8TH AND 'MAIN

THIS CURIOUS WORLD By Wiliam
Ferguson
yaiitea
X : X
Pl ; #
R TN N
ONE Ity
MATCH g
{ DROPPED CARELESSLY
\ BY A PATRIGTIC
AMERICAN CITIZEN
| § iN THE PINE NEEDLES
OF A NATIONAL
FOREST MAY DO
Moes G
8 THAN HUNDREDSOF [ !
A} “ IANCTEN DB R 7o) \
(% SCMES Vo
. % DROPPED BY A :
FLEET OF ENEMY
PLANES, /
(7 R &
29 17 !
o R -
g ; At el ] L
/_'- core 3z 8y ea l‘l’tv;e'_‘,'.;_;-
\ fre MALE
BLACK WIDOW
; SPIDER.
! IS NOT KNOWN TO BITE
ARAMAN BENCS,
&
DI s ey A | = Y R
) ON. . = :
' ETHETRRE LD ) Z A

s -

ANSWER: Yes! The Germans *

and chances of winning that they had a year Ago.

NEXT: The unpredictable mongoosat

have not” the morale, supplics,

PRESIDENT'S AIDE

— f

S

\

o —
s _ﬂ.
('

BeS
=i HS

Mt

: \ “!‘OURS é\“\ S 3 ,JAE:.;“' NS
- Al If ONIONS, R il O
Out Our W s 3 ) 2 Qur Boarding House vy
Bv J. R. Williams Teahed BAXTER=

(7 WELL,AGNES, T THOUGHT WHEN HOOPLE Y{ O, T WOULDNT TAKE GOOD GoEM! YO NG/ O THEM CN N sy
A . . - SOT AG MARSY 1ARA | . ALK
PUT HIS HORSE OUT TO GRAZE T WOLLD <3 ON 50, HARNEY/ wer SOTAS MARY s\ 3 whes oty ToR: {14 ('.
BE A GOOD THING BECAUGE HE WOLLON'T | THE MAJOR TOLD NE AE O MAVE ON AN THIOE ON I
BE BORROWING OUR LAWNMOWER / THE HORSE WAS A TH DOG! WHLIT'S ME YAS WEN S
= BUT T GUESS EVEN THE HORSE % PEDIGREED BLUE LA LS g Wil U ARt b
T CANT STAND THE WEEDS IN THAT ) ‘.-,fb'LOOD-m- HE SAID THE L A\ - [ 7 J
YARD w4 AND NOW THE PLUG 16 ) ANIMAL 16 50 USED TO //, ]’ ( v Al
el STARING OVER THE FENCE AT |77 NICE THINGS HE WONIT [ ; | R
MY NEGETABLES! . ENEN TOUCH A CARROT [
A\ — UNLESS IT'S COOKED IN N[ e l
~ I ;’?‘T ~ - CREAM SAUCE AND VR [
rii R i, ) SERNED UNDER A —= i A
Conr” BRI SN L] | N OoMeD DISH/ o el

]

s, b

?‘\ b\ e Sl
E;‘._, ) ¢:5;;‘ﬁ"_-"{~..- \r A -

i

-

With Major Hoople ;s r

COUNTER AT TACKS

P~

|1IA§1\ A
i

s "

fe)

|
\._\,\.'

AR T A
[ etk 14‘(,:"'“1.(‘{::
AL

(=it}

HURRY, DRNER/ THIS
1S SUCH DESOLATE
COUNTRY- 1M AFRAID
OF QuTLAWS #

DON'T WORRY, MATAM 2 WE'RE
TOTIN' NO MONEY SHIPMENT
TODAY! »

Dw LONG BEFORE
erl.'—. EACH
MAVERICK? I'M

A

MNOW YOu, TILLIE.-You
LIVE O JUMIFER STREET-

i
WHAT
YOULL BE IN CHARGE DO WE
OF YOUR BLOCK-- YOU DO,
BE CAFTAIM-- PICK FOUR || ANMIET?

FIRST. WEVE GOT ‘TO \
HAVE ORGAMIZATION =~
WE WONT SPEND SO LOMG
ORGANIZING THAT WE A

TH OLD IRON. 'LUMINUM,
EVER' BIT ¢ Jutiic You
CAN_FIND--SEE

GET AROUMND TO : WHO
%JDB' }—"——' }KIDS 1IN YOUR BLOCK AS A1 [l caM GET TH MOST-GET
QoUMT- /1 1 | || WEUTEMANTS YO HELP You - ) ) YOUR FOLKS TO HELP- .

i

Gl T & )]

. seris Cn

P

Little Orphon

nnie oy e
r - | — i
{ 1 DUNNO, BUT A
RYING | AHy BUT
R ING \;ﬂfwig IN | | SowHAT? \ LiTTLE VOICE KEEPS
BEAUTY conTesT/! /T, AND WHAT CAN | WARNING ME | 1M
& JINkY HAPPEN ? WORRIED / 1
5 ok JAMES |5 YT
MANAGING T ] ‘.JF" e

] OETECT SOME -
THING- SINISTER |

PRETTY SQUAW
MAKE.LM
WORTHLESS

T | THOSE WHO ARE GIIRY

MEBEBE,

PUT ME
soop-

STIMOUS!

5 WAR, ®iDg

16 - QU

L JUBT AT MUCH, r_\&, More
MAYEE. THAN ANYRODE ELSES
HALL TH STUEE DOWM TO

FINNEGANS PRSTURE]D WERE

GIVIN' ALL WE CAN TO HELP

| BVERTHING FoR US

s

By Blosser

HE SUDDEN EXPLOSION AND S
COLLAPSE OF THE BRIDGE [
CAUSES THE JAP TROOP

TAKE COVER!

WORRYING
UNDER, LOOKS AS IF
EXTREME MADE

Elmcumss! FOR. HE

( AMBUSH! 3

1}
’ P 4
nEG, U. 6. AT, OFF, 1=

-;\b ,r( 8 (“}

) .
(lf_’f-"ih“ €1'By Crana

pefvice e, v, OTnee v £ PAY 01,

COLONEL.OOW
WHO'S BERE |
OL"BETTEM"
"“TMSELF/

A

' By Martin

HORIZONTAL  Answer fo Previous Pumle 21 Abounds. _COLUMN TO_HALT. THEN:
1.5 Pictured T 24 Boal. , ; "
presidential E N e:‘; :i 25 Russian
nide, — = H (=] mountains,
e - 28 Rugged
11 Bristlelike N T mountain
part. [¢] [l- crest,
12 Shert-napped 27 Outer
fabric, EILIS 1 IR garments.
14 Welcomes, : S 20 Excess of the
18 Siamese coin, ; H ST IHIOIRINIGIF solar over the
17 Surgical | ISEUIR N LI lunar year.
Ihreaid. F I TiGEIBA] 30 Ravines. .
18 Lubricator. 3 34 Eagle's claw.
20 5ymbol for o i REE OF (1A 43 Harem.
ethyl. 44 Raves.
22 Musical 42 Worm. VERTICAL 48 Wise.
sgtﬁlrument. 44 Hnll an em. 1 Spurt. 50 Flﬁc“ i . . I
23 Compass poind 45 Classifies, 2 Animal. abbr,). —— — - = -
24 Chest of 47 Eleclrical 3 Laughter 51 ﬁi!ce %ut. [ — = : 'bﬂoc,nméicr'ﬁgaahn'. "gﬂﬁt‘a ‘:%\5%?
drawers, term. sound., 52 He Is the | »y Ve A CANT PO’ p . '
‘.;8 Crimson. 4?’ :"uéego?\’lale, : 4 'I'a'lrr:l:-'.t:i . President’s ‘%F;;E;:’ M%-;-‘E Eﬁd\{-\- e | WTROUT - Y0 -0-0L¢ BETTEM!| €N 2
1 Arca measure. 54 North Africa 6 Coast Guar naval —. ) = 4
32 Make a (abbe.). Cabby.), 53 Transpores COLLONT Bt « . %MO\;‘_?:. Y\)H"f .
mistake, 55 Maxim. 7 Blood “money. (abbr.). HAT'S - -
33 Old Testament 38 Garment. 8 Check. 55 Volume. - S
(abbr.), 50 Snare, @ Eel catcher, 56 Hopa' kiln.
35 Measure. 62 Wealthiest 10 Consumed, 57 Gaelle sep
36 Instrument, tribe of 11 Symbol for god (myth.).
a7 Hackneyed. Indians in the  samarium. 00 Consume,
38 Symbol for U. 5. A. (pl.). 12 Returning 61 Symbol for
glucinum, 64 Editors from time o terbium,
39 Female saint (abbr.). time, 63 South
{abbr.) 85 Pierce. 13 Sun. Carolinn
40 Cloth measure 66 Position in 15 Senior fabbr.) fabbr.).
41 Symbol far fencing. 18 New Latin 05 Symbal for
chlarine. 67 Nuisance. {abbr.). selenium.,
I |2 g Jio
[ 5 )
i Boots and Her Buddics
& NP CAST OFF THE SKIFF A (MEANWHILE, BACK. IN THE HILLS
I > <IFF AND BE f
5 : &?ﬁ'ﬂiﬁg’s %?DE‘;UL HOW YOU) P i AT DR, WONMUIG'S LABORATORY.,
¥ SE M BOMBS ! ONE 0 i
ABOARD.. I SLIP AND THERED BE A },&‘:{3"' \EJA%MJE%%%}?
24 (2 28 29 |20 GUESS WERE | HOLE |N THE OCEAN THAT OF OOP AND HIS
2 SET TO GO/ WOLILD TAKE A WEEK FRIENDS ... NOW ]
0 RT3 JO FilL P/ [N WHO_cAN
i - THAT BET
36
38 | 5} i‘i‘,‘ a1
42 q a8
a7
55 |56 159 [60 feI 3
2 "5
b mﬁjfm

WY, HELLOS MR JTLIM,
THE G-MAN GLAD ~
THATS

TO SEE YOL)--
COME IN f MUTUAL,
- (_Doc/s
"ltfla’\f‘.l}t;'.';‘\...

WILL 7

"y




