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CHAPTER XX
TMMT paced the length of
™ the deserted boat deck agaln
and ftumed In anger. “Mac-
Dawelll” he called harshly.

From the depths of gloom by
the dayita beyond the funnel came
a serape of sound, and a hollow
yolce answered “Herel!"

#SHIl hanging your head! What's
po infernally Important that you
couldn't tell me in the cabin, that
you had to send that steward just
when I—" He was In the darkness
then, groping, “MacDowell! Where
the devil—"

A dipping shudder came into the
ghip's movement; a forward pitch
into a deep trough of waves, And
with it his answer, a crushing
blow sweeping In a wide arc from
behind. It glanced from the side
of his head with enough force to
hurt but not enough to cripple.
Had his asmallant been lass solidly
polsed when the vessel's sudden
dip came, Talcott's skull would
have been smashed llke a paper
earton.

He gusped with pain and turned,
grappling blindly, Another blow
dropped him to his knees, Strong,
wiry arms wound about him and
he felt a solid, stralning chest
against his face. He held himself
Ump and the sther dragged him
to the rail. And when the at-
tacker’s arms slackened to lift him
up, Talcott suddenly stralghtened
hiz ‘legs, driving the other back
and against a davik.

The counter attack had been a
complete soprise. Pressing for
the advantage of time, Talcott
moved in too hurriedly and an-
other smacking blow from the
leaded leather sent needles of pain
through his shoulder, Grimly he
grasped at a wrist, caught it irmly,
moved in and quickly pivoled. A
choking arm wound about his
neck. He balanced, extended his
right leg, and with all his strength
heaved at the wrist,

With » ery of rage and frusira-
tion the other salled over his head.

wtairs when the shocked scrutiny
of a pair of old ladies brought
him {0 an abrupt halt. Shrugging,
he brushed himself and smoothed
his rumpled clothing.

Ingide the cocktail lounge he
saw Halsey and June Paterson
laying bridge with Martha Swen-
#on and the ship's doctor. He
avolded the door and moved
araund to the other side, passing
the huddled figure of Professor
Constantine, asleep in a chair.

Passengers were there, leaning
against the rall, conversing or

at the water, A steward
came past, bearing a blanket. Tal-
cott stopped him. “Did you see
a'man run by here? he asked.

Conversation at the rail was
suddenly hushed. "“No, sir, can't
say &5 I did"” the sleward an-
Ewered.

Talcott became suddenly aware
of the fixed stares. “Musi've been
mistaken" he grunted and un-
hurriedly walked by the gountlet
of eyes.

He was in C deck corridor when
abrupt susplelon csused him to
stop before the door of the ugly
bald-head who ealled  himself
Webber, Pressing his ear against
ithe polished wood he was re-
‘warded with a deep, regular snore,

No man who had been through
what the attacker had been
h could snore like that,
\Baffied, he entered his own cabin.

He switched on the light, Moo~
pawe)l ‘was spparently ssletp; a
{blanket coversd him 1o his chin
and his face wns turned to the
wall. Taleolt glared in the mirror.
A nasty red welt showed in front
of his ear; his face was smudged
with soot, his collar was torn, and
his once-immacuinte jacket was
wrinkled and grimy,

A towel end and powder re-
paired the damage to his face; the

collar he removed, and with it the
Jacket, The zhirt, too, was beyond
nope and he peeled it off, and thus
tar disrobed decided to complele
the job and take a shower,
‘Strange, How soundly Mac-
Dowell gle Lucky for Mac-
Dowell; in his condi sleep was
the only thing that could help him.
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Webber's door. A lod, double |
knock. The pitch of the snoring
changed imperceptibly. The
double knock was repeated and
the snoring ceased. “Yes?" in
Webber's voice,

“A wireless message for you, |
it

"Oh. It's my wife T juess
About the business— Just a
moment—" The click of a light
switch; faint scrape of the door,
and footsteps sounded again in the
corridor, |

Talcott opened his door and |
peered out. The room steward
was walking away, Strange, he |
could have sworn that Webber's
volee sounded from outside the
door. It had shunded a= if the

| ¥obe and crossed to his stateroom.
|

| leaped to the bunk and snatched

| slot in the detective's back.

| and
year,

| Read Classitied Ads for Results

Eponse 104 summons from Mac=
Dowell,  Well, dMacDowell would
have to answer that one, Grimly
he towelled himself, drew on his

MuaeDowell hadn't moved., With

swiftly indrawn breath Talcott

awiy the blanket,
A mireading  brown-red staln
was ereeping away from a sticky

(To Be Contlnued)

Ta meet our plana :roducticnr
program — 60,000 planes this
vear and 125000 in 1943—will
require 80,000,000 square fect
of fuctory floor space this year
180,000,000  more next
Automotive plants will
provide much of this space,

steward was on the Inside. But|

there was the steward, turmning
into the companionway at the end
of the corridor, He could have
been mistaken.

In the exhilarating needies of
the shower his body relaxed, but
his mind leaped to double speed.
Things had been happening fast; |
almosl too fasl Fimal, Webber
the halrless, caught flat-fooled
eavesdropping. Was he just curl-
ous about his neighbors or did he
it in the picture somewhere? Tal- |
cott wished he could remember
that vaguely familinr face. Too
ugly to be forgotten; yet it re-|
mained in a haze, defying recognl- |
tion and remembrance, !

there was the business of |
the blank paper. Had Halsey |
played cagev, substituting the real
report and turning it over to the
purser for safekeeping? It didn't |
geom likely, ool in the new Rght |
thrown on Halsey by June Pater- |
son.  What, then, was Struthers
up to? |
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And the attack. He had gone |

to the boat deck supposedly in re- |
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I DON'T LIKE TO
| LAUGH AT THE
OLD BOY...BUT
HE SPENT THIRTY
YEARS KEEPIN

AND NOW TH
GOVERNMENT

GUYS AT
R MACHINE S,

HEEPIN
HIM AT HIS

DESKs
<

HEROES
NOT B

- WATCH

ARE MADE —
ORN -1

HE USED_ 1O

MOKE, BUT

NOW HE CAN'T
EVEN SNEAK OFF
TO TAKE A DRINK
OF WATE
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Jou BETO
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RED RYDER /' Nl
GIT=UM P, <
PAPOOGE,GIT.!
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7 Ue-ZOW! HOWD THATY A _©
{ HORGE { YOU FOUND A HORSE
A INCTHE GARAGE |~ WHY, OF
COURSE, MARTHA, MY DEAR, T
BOLGHT THE ANIMAL ! we gUT
NoU DISAPFOINT ME DEEPLY
(N NOT RECOGNIZING THMRT

OUR OLD RACE HORGE,
DREADNAUEHT! weFIE/
AND YOO ONE OF THE
HARDRBOOT RATHBUNG o
OLD KENTUCKY !
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@REP«DNAUGHT
HAS HAD :
BREAKFAST= &

MIBE 1L SHOULD
HAVE SAID GOODBYE
T MSS PESGIE
BUT 1 DONT LIKE
00D

; T(: BYRS /-

O DREADNAUGHT I MK/t ()

PRINCE OF BLUE GRAGS ROYALTY, ), FRIEND BEFORE T GOT P

A WELL ,\1‘00 Bl& pERCHl‘:“fU.‘.l‘ o |
% ROLL OUT OF THAT STALL /.. \b

YO CAN PRANCE 10 T
CORNER AND GUT ME TWo
BORES OF ORTMEAL THINT
YOU FED YOUR FOLR-LEGoTY

THIS MORNING/ = 4
R

Qur Boarding House '
With Major Hoopla

Y HE GLAD! IF SHE
MUSHY- KISS-LUM YOU
:3901:;?\ o MAY

! ER. 1 AnME! DONT BE
TH COPS LIKE THAT To pME!
| You SAY A | SAN PANDAS
ABOUT sSUs BOAT) | KrHow
BLEW UP NOU TWO WERE
| HEAR- | = TELL ME

— ;

BOUT ;;/
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GOOU MIGHY -AND

OF \VTTLE PUG
FoR ™ME

THAMNK You S0Th CORM~
AGAIN FOR TAVING %&‘v WR
SUCH GO0 CARE | B EXCITING 2

DOG-GONE IT, SUPPOSIN WE
ANNIE! HOW DID | DID-WOULDIT
[T HAPPEN' IT BE GIVIN
OMEHOW | HAVE AID AN
A HUPGH YOU COMFORT TO
E TH EHEMY 10
ADMIT T

—_—

OR L WELL -« NE PROBABLY
WORNT BE HERE
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By Harald Gray

CONFOOND L1 FEEL S0
PELPLESS LTS LAWE BENG
STALKED Y THE BLASTED
SRS - NOU CAN'T SEE THREM,
_Ersgég\fop KNOW THEY'RE |
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rrEh.rr I PONT THINK,
To PaY You OFF /

THE €5

Tue Fie THAT Jenrke!
-+ AND YOU CAN

CARRY
You!

Wil \ NO, LET ME )
DOWN. IT IS A
BULLET.,. FROM
THE MACHINE GUN,..
IN MY CHEST, I
FEAR.. 1 AM ABOUT

TS AWFUL
GUIE

Atley Uop

DOWN J THE JAPS

L INSURED MY |
ROMANCE, AND HE
DIDN'T PAY OFF/
NOW I'lL. SHOW
HIM HOW IT FEELS
TO LOSE HIS BEST

GALJ 3_/

THAT COMES
UP OLTA
THERE/

NOJS WE'LL
WAITT AN CROWN
TH FIRST sKULL

SON. 1... AMOLD, DO
NOT THINK «.«OR GRIEVE..,
EXCEPT FOR THOSE,...
QUR CHILDREN AND OUR

ANESE CONQUERORS |F.
IF WE PAL THEM ..
THiS DAY

b Y HEO. U B, PAT. OFF._/

IT TOES NOT MATTER, )

CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, . WHO
MUST LIVE,., UNDER JAP-

PAPA!Y

TLL FIGURE

you OUT A WAY
GONNA o BUST UP
? IS ROMANCE
mH GRUBRBY, IF
5 THE LAST

THING I DO/ | [
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b 'Uv Blosser

WHY, SLIRE! WHOD | 7

YOU EXPECT-~ :
SEALS

CLAL

AW, THERE WAS ONLY. A
COUPLE OF ‘EM, DRAT T, B
NEVER. EVEN GOT 4
WARMED LP/ BUT (T's
JUST AS WELL,.. WE'LL
NEED ALL OUR ENERGY
GETTING THIS SUB
OFF THE SAND




