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SDMBO‘N? war standing In the

corridor; someone's hand was
on the knob of the dooi. Talcott
wan In a terrible spot then, It
thix were Halsey retuming, he
would spend the rest of hix ship-
board days In the brig. If it were

the steward, wondering why he
took o long, he would be a little
better off. But he would have to
ahow the envelope to prove good
faith and the steward, when Hal-
sey's soarch began, would remems
ber, Why, he thought agonizedly,
copldn't I have =ajd a magazine?

The fumbling at the knob
stopped and knuckles sounded

against the polished wood panel.
That wouldn't be Halsey., “Who's
there?" Taleott called.

“Constantine,” the professor’s |
yoloe gquaversd, "Didn't gel a
chance to speak to you in the
dining room— Is your beadache
any bettor?™

Blessed reliefl “Quite, thank
you," trying to moke his voice
pound ke Halsey's.

- "May I come In2"

“Not just now. I'm dressing™

“Oh Disappointment. Then,
“All right. See you on deck.”

Talcott waited, counting to 20
by bundreds, snd with the en-
velope' tucked under his arm,
etosned nonchatantly to the corri-
dor. The professor was gone and
the steward was nowhere in sight,
A short distance aft & couple
blocked the passageway, discuss-
ing plans for the evening.

What to do with the envelope.
Put it back? Halsey would im-
mediately see the rip in the flap
and would naturally assume that
the true contents had been ap-
propriated and blank paper sub-
stituted. No, Better to take the
thing and heave it overboard. Un-
less— Could Struthers' report be
written In invisible ink? Under
ordinary circumstances such a
thing would have smacked oo
much of fiction. Now, he was't
B0 FUTE. :

He couldn't hide it in his cabin.
Search and discovery would leave
him without a straw of defense.
No. Find a hiding place, and goon.
There wasn't much time—

He found L In, of all places,
the fira hose locker right beside
the door to Halsey's stitercom.
Only a snap-catch held its glass-
enclosed front and Talcott, swing-
ing out tha ribbon.racked "hoss,
placed the erwe!upe behind,

-
HE was pn:ins tha deck when he
saw a lone fgure leaning over
the rail, watching the moon. It
was June Paterson sand at his ap-
mch she glanced up and then
) Iy away. “Hello," she gaid
| dispiritedly.
yoursell," he replied
with forced joviality, “Where are
the rest of our playmates?”

“If you mean Martha Swenzon,
she's with the doclor. Looking
(at the moon, Maybe you'd like to
‘Join her."

He tucked her hand under his
‘mrm. “Let's ind a couple of chairs
:and look at the moon ourselves
:'I'hst .i." if you can stand my com-

Sﬁz didn't answet that, but shs
accompanied him. Which in it-
self was an answer of sorts. For-
ward they found two unoccupled
St:h a little apart from the

15,
“You like to =it beside mo?"
asked June, as they =at watching
&nln‘:ioon s path on the water,
ot

YAre vou sure you trust me?"

More than 1 trust mysslf.'

She sighed. “I'm terribly glad.
Really, I'm not a bad person, 1
just have the unhappy facully
of hurting most the people T want
1o hurt the least"

“T" suppose you refer {o your
rpying on MacDowell and me back
on Abas Island?"

Her head tumed quickly. “Spy-
ing? Do you mean the time I
walked into MacDowell's room?
I wam't spying. You were zo
wrapped up In yourselves you
didn't even hear me. And I was
u lUitle bit an with you be-
s roul wouldn' I"t.nlm Leonard

"“:ﬁﬁ.::-‘:%-‘-“’“““ .

“Yes, It was he who told Mac-
Dowell fo remind you of wour
rights of fighting extradition if
you a0 desired. Didn't MacDowell

1all you that?"
Eo that wns how it wae. Mae-
Dowell, still groggy from the

blow on his head, had forgolien
who gave him the idea, No won-
der Halsey's attitude had changed.
Hialsey had' been trying 1o help
him. Halsey and the girl. Sighing
he gald, “I'm sorry Jine. 1 owe
bﬁh you and Halsey an apology.
\ alw mucll mixed up."”
"l rprided,  T've kept
eflent Iu-cnusn you noled so—so
armed formal and dl.:a:mrwinu
t was your attilude thal made
meé mad, But I couldn't help no-
ticing what was happening to you,
You're not a eviminal. 1 don't
know whit's behind all this, or
why. But I do know you
L A
SUDDENLY he understood, Ier
pelulnnce Her seeming spoil-
edness.  Her swift changes of
Jmood. She, an old acqualntance
T S e B hat
ng fun, or at least a
welame, Anc how had he acted?

| I had the notion that it was right
next door. Do 1 bore you?"
“Noy not”  Against his wills it

| gentleman, Mr, MocDowell, wishes

admirved 1 admired, and your vir-
tues and accomplishments were
standard bywords, It was I who
wormed you into our first blind
date.”

And he had doubted her!

She

was in effect confessing that she | )

had fallen in love with him as a
girl; that as a woman she had ac-
copted him as a standard 1o be
held above other men

“You stronk stlent menl T-shall
bo porsistent.  How much money
are you supposed to have stolen?™

“l—! can't discuss it, June,”

“Is it your pride? T shall
further cast mine to the winds to
tell you that 1  visited Saint
Thamas with the sole purpose and
intent of sccing you™

“Good heavenst™

"It's true.  You ean fmasine
my chagrin when I discovered how
far Abas was from Saint Thomae |

came out in a tumbling rush.
Everything. The {frameup, his
puspicions, his fears. No smallest |
item did he leave out, even to dis-
covering that the “report" in Hal-
gex's envelope wes nothing but
sheets of blank paper,

Al its end she was silent; so0
silent that he leaned over in an-
novance, thinking she musi have
fallen aslecp. But she was very
much awake, and the flash in hee
eves warned him to tum.

His room steward, the one he
had asked about the grotesque
bald-headed man, stood by his
echair, “Mr. Talontt, =ir? The

to see you immediately. On the
boat deck, =ir. He =aid i was im-
portant.” .

The steward trotted away
Talcott elimbed to his feet,

and
June
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson
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OLDER PARENTS ARE MOEE‘
LIKELY TO HAVE-TWINS THAN
ARE YOUNGER PARENTS.

(F vou muLTiPty THE NUMBER.
OF KITTENS THAT LOST THEIR.
MITTENS BY THE MNUMBER OF
BLACKBIRDS BAKED IN APIE,
WHAT WILL BE
THE CORRECT ANSWER.
T M EES U R FAT, OFF.

ANSWER: Three little kiltens , .

\: SPR_ 1942 Y N[A SEEVICL. NS

A LARGE
DRAGONELY
HAS EYES A5 BIG
A8 THOSE OF A

ACUSE=/

. four and 20 blackbirds « « «

answer, 2.

NEXT: The shortest line befween twn points,
U. S. CONGRESSWOMAN

HORIZONTAL Answer o Previous Pmazle 5 Elevate.

1 Pictured U. 8. A (W] AlTTy] 8 Ohbiained.
Congress- | [OIIERRIORKINEE D] * Mualstrate of
WOman, =— 1| TIE 7 DR EO0ME:
= LIABFERE] § Clips oft

Iinterpret.  [1]AL BT il s

12 Norze deity. BRI S[A'IIJ‘E YIEIAR] 10 Snakes,

14 Tranegressor, 1A HEIL]_ 13 Encircle.

16 Cylinder ured T I_IBERTT QW] 15 Three
In making EGNE (Roman).
farinn. SITIEIA IANISIZIT] 17 Golt mound.

18 Mourning A S0 EIS 10 Pencirate,
Virgin, WsSITIAMNDLE A%'L_ 20 Small pies.

19 East (Fr.). VISICIAIRD] 24 Interpolaters,

21 One affected =)
with leprosy, 32 Comparative
22 Sister (abbr.). sufiix.

3 Family. 33 Symbol for
26 Matching samarium,
Eroup. 34 Nail-driving
28 New instrument.
"I'eg;umenl 28 Rigid.
abbr.), 42 To spresd
20 Railroad over, as ofl.
(abbr.). 43 Musical

31 5he i2 a mem~  Instrument
ber of the U. (pl).
5. House of 44 Armor for the

25 Chick-pea,
45 Eband flows 27 One who

of the oceans, promises
46 Not sweetl, 30 Java spaTow,
47 Exlst, 34 Cut
48 Very (Fr.). Irregulariv.
40 Lords (abbr.), 35 God (;II the sky
(myth.).
VERTICAL ' 45 jamid.
18ea eagles, 37 Follow,
2 5light 38 Complete.
deprezsion, 30 Complicationn,
3 Perfect type. as in o dramn.
4 Thrice 40 Observe,
{music). 41 Actunl being.
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THAT KID, ANNIE--
AND THAT LITTLE
CHAR PANDA -THEY
ALMOS‘T
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Little Orphan Annie

[ Hal HERES PANDAS.
LITTLE BOAT, THE ONE

THEY WERE IN

WILL TELL ME
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MIGHT =~ MAYBE
THAN THEY WILL-
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J'r WHO
= THIS
STRANGER !

THAT
juy
MORE

RUE TO_LWOHAT Yo WoLLD
EXPECT, "BEVTEM" Miens
STORY \5 A MOST
FEMARKABLE ONE ! SECALSE
OF Y\ \NTIMACY: WSTH
THE RIGHREST TIGURES 1K
CONTINENTAL SOQOETY
AND HS ENTREE IWNTo
PLACES TORDODEN TO
MOST MENLHE HAS A
CLOSE, FIRST- HMAND
KNOWLEDGE OF M\OST OF
THE ANTRIGUE AND
BACHSTAGE POLTICS OF
THE OLD WORLD
CHANCELWLWERIES ...

Boats and Hor Buddies

FNY SONT WE ARE IN TIME! T HAVE

Wash Iubbs

BROUGHT A HAMMER AND cHISEL TO
r BREAK YOUR CHAINS

( Its JINKY
JAMES , CALLING
LARD [/

Yes, THIS 15 LARD W
SMITH « WHAT T YOU'LL.
HAVE TO SPEAK A
LITTLE LOUDER. )

KO TELLINM HO
MANY JAPS ARE
INSIDE THIS

sUB/s

YA, JUST

INCASE? 177

THEN YOl MUST WORK

QUICKLY, FAPA! THE S0L-

DIERS 1N THE CHURCH HAVE

A MACHINE GUN, SEUERAL Sy

TIMES THEIR BULLETS HAVE /¢

b STRUCK THE POST! £
[ 4

You'! WE MUST

I'M sorry, BUT
1 CANT HEAR

HAVE A BUM
CONNECTION |
REPEAT THAT
AGAIN , PLEASE

WELL
vou ¢
BOOM

Alley Oop =

L, WHATEVER ELSE
Ahé S/ ABOUT
NGO BUT 1'M
NOT 50 SURE
HIS MENTAL

HOLY &t
WHATE

METAL, BLOWM RIGHT
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With Major Hooplossese ruwe
BUT L THOUGHT
U WERE =+

HE'S NO GTRANGER
© SALLY! HE'S
SALLY'S FATHER!

| WS, THE
PENITENTARY,
AND 1 ToOK
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HOPING D
(-:-wu A NEW
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HiM O Say
RGHT HERE/
WELLOLKS ,
RECKON LITILE
PEMER AND ME
WILL PUSH ON 7

HAVE DEEN WITHIN
AXIE SUE WHENM
BLEW L YET T
HAVEN'T

WHY, THEY MUSY
FEW FEET OF THAY

SAID A WORD
ABOUT IT) GaD)
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FOR THAT REASON,1 AM
A BT CONCERNED L NES !
NS MOST LIWELSY THAT
TM A MARKED SMABN B
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M TRS County )
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