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Paterson arose also, saying, "Now
that we ha completely bared our
souls I'd like to enlist on your
side. I'm really very clever."

He looked at her thoughtfully,
and suddenly gathering her in his
arms, kissed her hard on the
mouth. Nor did she try to pull
away.

(To Be Continued)
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ir tt were painful: "iou lorget
that I grew up with Lowell. He
was my ideal. Anything that he
admired I admired, and your vir-

tues and accomplishments were
standard bywords. It was I who
wormed you into our first blind
date."

And he had doubted her! v She
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was in effect confessing that she
had fallen in love with him as a
girl; that as a woman she had ac-

cepted him as a standard to be
held above other men.

"You strong silent men! I shall
be persistent. How much money
are you supposed to have stolen?"

"I I can't discuss it, June."
"Is it your pride? I shall

further cast mine to the winds to
tell you that I visited Saint
Thomas with the sole purpose and
intent of seeing you."

"Good heawns!" '

"It's true. Yroj cn imagine
my chagrin when I discovered how
far Abas was from Saint Thomas.
I had the notion that it was right
next door. Do 1 bore you?"

"No, no!" Against his will, it
came out in a tumbling rush.
Everything. The frameup. his
suspicions, his fears. No smallest
item did he leave out, even to dis-

covering that the "report" in Hal-

sey's envelope was nothing but
sheets of blank paper.

At its end she was silent; so
silent that he leaned over in an-

noyance, thinking she must have
fallen asleep. But she was very
much awake, and the flash in her
eyes warned him to turn.

His room steward, the one he
had asked about the grotesque

man, stood by his
chair. "Mr. Talcott. sir? The
gentleman, Mr. MacDowell, wishes
to see you immediately. On the
boat deck, sir. He said it was im-

portant"
The steward trotted away and

Talcott climbed to his feet June
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four and 20 blackbirds

Previous Puzzle 5 Elevate.
6 Obtained -
7 Magistrate of

ancient Rome.
8 Mature.
9 Clips oft

suddenly.
10 Snakes.
13 Encircle.
IS Three

(Roman).
17 Golf mound.
19 Penetrate.
20 Small pies.
24 Interpolators.
25 Chick-pe- a.

45 Ebbs and flows 27 One who
of the oceans. promises.

46 Not sweet 30 Java sparrow.
47 Exist. 34 Cut
48 Very (Fr.). ' irregularly.
49 Lords (abbr.). 35 God of the sky

(myth.)VERTICAL 36 Humid.
1 Sea eagles. 37 Follow.
2 Slight 38 Complete.

depression. 39 Complications,
3 Perfect type. as in a drama.
4 Thrice 40 Observe.

(music). 41 Actual being.
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CHAPTER XIX

gOMBONE wag (Unding In the

corridor; gomcone'i hand was
on tlx knob of the door. Talcott
waa In a terrible spot then. It
this were Halsey returning, he
Would spend the rest or his ship-
board daya In the brig. If It were
the steward, wondering why he
took so long, he would be a little
better off. But he would have to
show the envelope to prove good
faith and the steward, when Hal-sey- 's

search began, would remem-

ber. Why, he thought agoniiedly,
couldn't I have said a magazine?

The fumbling at the knob
'

stopped and knuckles sounded
against the polished wood panel.
That wouldn't be Halsey. "Who's
there?" Talcott called.

"Constantine," the professor's
voice quavered. "Didn't get a
chance to speak to you in the
dining room Is your headache
any better?"

Blessed relief! "Quite, thank
you," trying to make his voice
sound like Halsey's.

"Mny I come In?"
'

"Not just now. I'm dressing."
"Oh." Disappointment. Then,

"All right. See you on deck."
Talcott waited, counting to 20

by hundreds, and with the en-

velope ' tucked under his arm,
rtennJ nonchalantly to the corri-

dor. The professor was gone and
the steward was nowhere in sight.
A short distance aft a couple
blocked the passageway, discuss-

ing plans for the evening.
What to do with the envelope.

Put it back? Halsey would im-

mediately see the rip in the flap
and would naturally assume that
the true contents had been ap-

propriated and blank paper sub-
stituted. No. Better to take the
thing and heave it overboard. Un-

less Could Struthers' report be
written in invisible ink? Under
ordinary circumstances such a
thing would have smacked too
much of fiction. Now, he wasn't
so sure.

He couldn't hide it in his cabin.
Search and discovery would leave
him without a straw of defense.
No. Find a hiding place, and soon.
There wasnt much time

He found it In, of all places,
the fire hose locker right beside
the door to Halsey'a stateroom.
Only .a snap-catc- h held its

front and Talcott, swing- -,

ing out the ribbon-racke- d 'hose,
placed the envelope behind.

j J-J- was pacing the deck when he
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the rail, watching the moon. It
was June Faterson and at his ap-

proach she glanced up and then
hastily away. "Hello," she said
(dispiritedly. .

; "Hello yourself," be replied
with forced joviality. "Where are
the rest of our playmates?"

. "If you mean Martha Swenson,
ishe's with the doctor. Looking
at the moon. Maybe you'd like to
join her."'

He rucked her hand under his
'arm. "Let's find a couple of chairs
land look at. the moon ourselves.
;That is, if you can stand my com-

pany." -

She didn't answer that, but she
accompanied him. Which in it-

self was an answer of sorts. For-
ward they found two unoccupied
chairs, a little apart from the
others.
"You like to sit beside me?"

asked June, as they sat watching
the moon's path on the water.

"I do."
, "Are you sure you trust me?"

; "More than I trust myself."
She sighed. "I'm terribly glad.

Really, I'm not a bad person. I
' just have the unhappy faculty.
of hurting most the people I want
to hurt the least."
.' "I suppose you refer to your

spying on MacDowell and me back
on Abas Island?"

' Her head turned quickly. "Spy-
ing? Do you mean the time I
walked into MacDowell's room?
I wasn't spying. You were so
wrapped up in yourselves you
didn't even hear me. And I was
a little bit angry with you be-
cause you wouldn't take Leonard
Halsey's suggestion."

"Halsey's?"
"Yes. It was he who told Mac-

Dowell to remind you of your
rights of fighting extradition if
ydu so desired. Didn't MacDowell
tell you that?"

So that was how it was. Mac--I

Dowell, still groggy from the
blow on his head, had forgotten
who gave him the Idea. No won-

der Halsey's attitude had changed.
Halsey had been trying to help
him. Halsey and the girl. Sighing
he said, "I'm sorry June. I owe
bpth you and Halsey an apology.
I'm pretty much mixed up."

"I'm not surprised. I've kept
client because you acted so so
darned formal and dlsaDorovine.
It was your attitude that made
me mad. But I couldn't help no- -,

ticing what was happening to you.
You're not a criminal. I don't
know what's behind all this, or
why. But I do know you."

CUDDENLY he understood. Her
petulance. Her seeming

Her swift changes of
Jmood. She, an old acquaintance
land cousin of his best friend had
'been expecting fun, or at least a
weloAne. And how had he acted?

, She was talking again; low, as
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group. 34
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Testament " 38 Rigid.
(abbr.). 42 To spread
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(abbr.). 43 Musical
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