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CHAPTER XVII
wcDOWELL was in the act of|
putting away a quick one in|
the cockiail-lounge when Tuleott!
found him. "Halsey?™ MacDowell|
grinted. . “Sure I seen him. He's

self. T went by there Just a min-

ute ago and knocked and he yelled |*

at me to go away. He's got him-
welf Jocked {n.™

*What?*

‘“Sure. Maybe he'w scared.
Maybe he don't like the idea of
pettin' a shiv in his back. Come
to think about it, neither do 11"

Talcott opdered a brandly and:
ssitesr and thought ahout Haley's
eirange sctibng, and at the same
time lstened patiently to Mae-
Dowell's effusive complaints about,
the size of their stateroom. The:
combination didn't help his nerves.
He was about to pull away when'
he saw Martha Swenson.

Coming in from the corridor en-
trance, she was, and she acted
lost. She stood hesitant and would:
have turned sway except that she:
smw him, and the confused look
passed from her face. They met
half-way and Taloott held a chalr
for her. *Youll sit down and have
a drink with me, won't you?" he

i

ance touched her checks.
thank heaven,”

T put it on just for you.™

Green. Silk. He remembered
the first time. '"You are perfect"
he said.

“You've fmproved conslderably
yauraslt, ToTeniembin IUU now.
You're the Bill Talcott T uswd to
know. Caplaln of water polo,
right end on the Big Red Team,
and the best dancer on the cam-
‘pus. For awhile T thought I'd lost
you.”

There was banter in her volee;
the flippancy of polite socicty
Jfencing with buttomed folls, But
her eyes belied all that; her eves
and the trembling of her mouth,
The spoiled brat of memory was
gone; a lovely, exquisite woman
had blossomed in her place
Outwardly he wans calm. Un-
perturbed, a man. of the world.
Stink and sweat and nitrate dust?
Surely not this man. Member of
clubs, aristocrat; perfectly
groomed, perfectly mannered,
alert, Suavely continental as he
held her chair, signaling a steward
with his cyes.

And where was the brunet?
June Paterson could best answer
that. They shared the same cabin.
It there be plot behind this, it
was more pleasant than the in-
of Abas Island. It really
didn't matier.

Talcott lifted his glass *To
your perfection,” he =ald. "I thank
heaven for Lowell Pyrd and Cor-
nell and memory.”

She did not =smile. Her eyes
were wide, glistening, and radi-
"I too
she responded

*T must confess” she smiled | oL

sadly, “that I have not much
money in my budget for dreenks™

My dear young lady! Forget
your budget. You'll very quickly
learn that in America i's the man

2

ife

L

+m8 a straw in the wind, Which

should havs made her utterly im-)

possible, but somehow it didn't,
much for the blond,

.| 'The brunat was conslderably:

ifferent because—well, ghe was

in on you like a hurricane;!
me:jm made the stariling dis-|
'y that she “Was there, She,
nd great warm dark eves and an|
ltogether disturbing volce nnd she
ad a trick of masking even the,
ost trivinl things reem personal
nd excliing, So much for Martha
Bywenson,
+ o 4Bl Talcott sighed, Afler six
. years of fio feminine company nt
all, two at the same time wns al-

tenost ibb-‘muul:. ‘=
doorway of thes

' stood In the
HE for the bri-

lounge, looking
; he didn't see her but he saw

w blond and his heart slowly
rned over and kicked him in the
throat. “You're her chaperon,” he
himself savagely. “You

As if thiat mattered,

YT saw that Norwegian nightine

¢ making eyes at you,” June
o "8 T de-

it was time 1 asserted my-

And then it was broken. A
steward was coming toward them,
circumventing tables. *“Mr. Tal-
cott? he asked. “I have a wire-
less message for you, sir.”

Talcott acceptedt the envelope,
begwed leave of June Paterson and
ripped it open. There were three
words only in the message but
they brought him rudely back.
"No answer,” he gald to the walt-
ing steward, and then sighing,
stared meodily st his unfinished
drink
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SANTA BARBARA ISLANDS
The eight Santa Barbara is-
Iands, off the canet af Califarnia
consist of Ana Capa, Santa Bar-
bara, Sunta Calalina, San Cle-
mente, Santa Cruz, San Miguel,
San Nicolas, and Santa Rosa,
LARGEST STATE
Texus has an arca equal to the
combined areas of Connecticut,
Hlinois, Maine, Massachuselts,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, and Vermont.

There are more than 12,000
water  supply  reservoirs and
dams in the United Slates,
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