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The officer stood up, and Mac-
Dowell, crowding close, taw
Scbastien. Stretched out In the
bottom, he was, his bandaged arm
covering his faco. Beneath the
blade of his left shoulder was a
glistening dark stain from which
a knife-hand- le protruded.
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TUB ENEMY STRIKES

CHAPTER XV

fAIiCOTT tecepted the print and

u ht canned it hU bewilder-
ment grew. The print wss a copy
of a creased and rather smudgy
original. It was tha

likeness of a man in
uniform, a Uhlan officer of the
first World War. His head vraa

closely shaved or bald. Under

times to a house on 21st avenue,
so the landlord raised the rent
from $41 to $47.50 a month.

The parents complained to the
San Froncisco fair rent commit-
tee.

The landlord countered that
when the tenants moved In six
years ago it wos understood they
were to have but one child at
tho $41 rental.

But the fair rent committee
sustained the parents' complaint
and ordered the rent reduced to
its original level.

a bulging forehead his eyes held
the fixed, glassy stare of unques-

tioned authority. His chin was
short and square, his lips thin and
cruel. He dldnt look like
Struth era; he didn't look like any-

body Talcott could remember ever

'asked dumb questions about how
many barrels of oil it took to run
is stilt A guy who talked about
'international intrigue; as if any-
body would want to get control of
'a stinking, desolate hunk of rock
like Abas Island.

Suddenly a look of positive
brilliance burst from MacDoweU'a
face. "Hey! That guyl" he gasped.
"That guy is a"But Talcott was yards away,
(Striding toward the waterfront.
Briskly heading for a crowd
gathered on the quay, a group of
natives and tourists and shop-
keepers and sailors. The crowd
was growing in volume. People
were running to it across the small
Park; running men brushed past
MacDowell.

Down there a woman screamed;
the crowd bulged and parted mo-
mentarily and MacDowell saw a
uniformed officer pushing them
back from the launch that be-

longed to Federal Chemical Com-
pany's Plant Number Six. An-

other uniformed officer was in the
launch, bending down. Well, may-
be the cops could tell him some-
thing. Maybe they could tell him
about the guy in the room that
knew so much.

He had to run to keep up to
Talcott When they reached the
crowd he saw that the people in
it were scared. They were staring
at the launch and the bent-dow- n

officer, jostling each other in their
effort to see.

Beneath its tan, Talcott's face
was white as milk. "What's wrong
here?" he demanded so sharply
that the officer looked up.

"This your boat?" the officer
demanded.

"I'm In charge of It"
"Then you're the one we want

Walter, take the gentleman over
to the Fort"
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having seen.
That's a photograph of Baron

Gerhardt von Stampf," the slow,
musical voice said. "A brilliant
and unscrupulous agent He

speaks five languages as fluently
and effortlessly as if each was his
mother tongue. He was operating
In Brazil until the recent shakeup
there. We have reason to believe
that he may be in the Islands."

"It certainly isnt Strainers,"
Talcott said.

j "I dont like to think what a
Nazi agent could do If firmly
established nearby. Well check
on him thoroughly. And now,"
the cloudiness left his gray eyes

'as he turned to MacBoweU, "you
claim to be employed by the
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your name Is Patrick MacDowell
and you are a resident of New
York. You have your license?"

MacDowell was taken complete-

ly aback. He didn't recall having
made any claims to this discon-

certing individual; dldnt remem-

ber that he had even opened his
mouth. He fumbled through pock-
ets and produced a card with
photo attached, a motor vehicle
permit and a few letters.

"These look all right I want
to know where you met Halsey
and Struthers and what evidence
you had as to their authenticity."

This man! How the devil did
be know about Halsey when his
name hadn't been mentioned?
"Why, I met Halsey In Struthers'
office. It was Struthers called the
boss and asked for me. I worked
with him before."

"Struthers was known to you?"
, "Absolutely."
! "And Halsey?"

V "Halsey took me to Federal
(Chemical's offices. Right straight
to to th' president's private secre- -

r r Ifc - y COP. IH! IY JlUVXt MC I

puwx. ' t. u mi r. fit i I
THROUGH fc5 1

THE AGES, ANIMALS Little Orphan Annie
"VE UUAPPEARED FKOfW THE EAKTH WHEN THEIfc
Blfc7 AKMORED BODIES OUTGREW THEIR. KMACT' '

WVW.AW. VMGW -- HOWf3 o V A VFAVV.- -. 11

wow Atiocrr woo f I vision TTO VOV-S- OF
CVOTWc. Wc.
TWVVii SOOOKl- t-

VT'-V-
Vb SO

FIW TO fett
NOO A.VV

A6AVW - &O
Wc.V , AW
happy;
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(you to arrest Talcott if the audi
--
?H WiWOOiAOtor requested it?" msi ml"Tfaaf th idea."

"You didn't talk to anyone else fA7 I- - FPUfat Federal Chemical?"
"No."

JHE man at the desk frowned.
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'he waa leaving; your can came
from the auditor, not the com-

pany. A man whom you had just
met in the auditor's office took
iyou to the secretary. Have vou
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' MacDowell gasped. "Huh?
What more would you expect? He
took me right in!"

"Anybody can go right in If
they've got clearance," the gray-ey-ed

man smiled faintly. He
turned to Talcott "Did you know
Halsey before?"

"Only through letters."
"Which could have been sent

without the knowledge of the
President This may be a con-

spiracy to defraud the Company,
or " He paused, searched through
bis drawer again, found a blue
tsheet He said, "You operate a
distillation plant for the produc-tio- n

of nitric acid. How much
'oil does it consume?" '

"About a barrel a day."' "How much stock do you or-

dinarily carry?"
"Two months' supply."

' "Any idea why Struthers would
order five hundred barrels to be
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payment
13 Gibe,
14 d.

16 Riders of
sleighs..

22 Notary Public
(abbr.).

23 Symbol for
iron.

26 Male offspring
27 Head covering
31 Lazy person,
32 Symbol for

aluminum.
34 Exclamation,
35 Reserve

supply,
37 Poplar.
38 Gateway,
40 Concerning.
42 Plant
44 This cores

:i-- f.'Tu By Crana

WHAT PARAGRAPH IO EXPLAINS 0" VERY
fyiC kl I iniiinA-n-

HORIZONTAL
1 Depicted is
; insignia of U.

S. Civilian
Defense '

Corps.
9 International

language.
10 Completely.
11 Stir.
12 Bone.
14 Scold.
19 Acquires

knowledge.
17 Print

measures.
18 Dry.
19 Through.
20 Snaky fish.
21 Legal claim,
23 At liberty.
24 And (Latin).
25 Postscript

' (abbr.).
27 Him.
28 Measure.
29 Either.
30 Symbol for

nickel.
32 Any.
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ARBITRARY. THE
WHOLE MATTER. WILL
BECOME AUTOMATICALLY

If3 THE OECEASED
CAN VERIFY

PREVIOUS CLAIMS.
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KINDA J

I LEGAL

IMMEDIATELY DELAYED UNLESS
MEAN ? OTHERWISE LEGITIMATE

62 Hops' kiln.
53 Symbol for

neon.
64 Ubiquitous.

VERTICAL

Or Mf hrlE UNDERSIGNEDMEAN : CLAUSE
7 REPLACESHEAD 1 r VOLUNTARY I GUARANTEES

CANCELLATION OPCLAUSE 8 AND
Both will be HHE MORATORIUM? m

omitted ' 7 s if

33 Toward.
35 Be quictl
36 Pertaining

to land
ownership.

39 Detest
41 Indisposed.
42 Animal.
43 Mimic
46 Neither.
47 More

precious.
48 Flowers.
49 Ream (abbr.).
50 Edge.

vr - r
1 Scandinavian, must
2 Rodents. course of
3 Repose. training by
4 Cloth measure the Red Crojs.
5 Rough lava. 45 Italian royal
6 Not busy. family name.
7 Agent. 61 Military
8 More painful. police (abbr.)
9 Send back in 52 Whirlwind,
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shipped immediately?"
Talcott lifted his eyebrows.

"Five hundred barrels! Not unless
he was afraid priorities would shut
off his supply."

The man at the desk shut hlm-e- lf

behind his eyes. One, two,
three minutes passed In which his
iflngers drummed restlessly. Then,

ighing, he said, "We'll watch itAnd I suggest that you watch
yourself. There can be only two
possible answers to the auditor's
conduct I'm rather hoping, for
the sake of all of us, that he's try-
ing to take the Company for a
ride. Good luck, Bill."

. i

TIOWD that guy know about
me?" MacDowell demanded

when they again faced Emancipa-
tion Park. "What did he ask all
them questions for? How"d he
know about Halsey? Nobody said

., nothing to him about Halsey, not
unless you got to him while I was

sleep. And who is he anyway?"
Talcott grinned. "I'm beginning

to understand why Struthers
picked you for this Job."

"Huh? - And what's how much
oil you use got to do with all this,
I'd llko ta know!"

"If I knew all the answers I
wouldn't be going back with you."

MacDowell lapsed to muttering.
It sure was mysterious. Walk up
an alley and climb a flight of stairs
and there, in a little room 600
miles from home, was a guy who
knew all about you. Who knew
nil about Halsey before his name
waa even mentioned. A guy who
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