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CHAPTER Xn
TTE nw her again, later in the

' June Peterson's nose sought an
leven higher altitude. "I'm cer-

tainly not going to ride in thatl"
she announced as she inspected
the assortment of cattle, goats,
chickens and piles of fruit on its
deck. "Good heavens!"

"Oh, they can find room," Tal-
cott murmured. "It's amazing what
these fellows can do."

She turned her head to stare at
him. "Perhaps you don't mind rid-

ing with pigs," she said icily. "But
I most certainly do."

Halsey came over. "This isn't
tunny!" he snapped. "I might have
suspected. This is an awful turn
of affairs. The mailboat won't bo
back in time. And this is out of
the question!"

The black captain, to whom car-
go was cargo and passengers were
passengers regardless of the num-
ber of legs they had, put in an oar.
"What de matter dis boat, baas?"
he demanded.

"You certainly dont expect two
ladies to ride in that i.iess, do
you?" Halsey glared.

"Dey ride in de mess or dey
don't ride," the captain announced
flatly. "Dis boat don't get unloaded
till Tortola dock, Saint Thomas!"

June Paterson around
the baggage, came face to face
with Bill Talcott, thrust out a bel-

ligerent chin, said, "I've a sneak-
ing suspicion you're at the bottom
of this. If it's a sample of the Tal-
cott humor, I'm not having any!"

The smile stayed on Bill Tal-cot- t's

lips but the mirth was gone
from his eyes. "I rather thought
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you couldn't take it Matter of fact
I don't see why Halsey doesn't use
the company launcn. 1 usually do."

The mounting red in Halsey's
face was reward enough, and sud
denly Bill Talcott felt like himself
again. He'd been kicked around
just a little too long; abruptly he
stiffened and tersely said, "Sebas
tien, get the launch ready. YouTe
taking us. Tomas, you're the boss
of the men until Sebastien comes II

iback. And if buekra Struthers
mi I mi tcrDERE? ZEE?I STILL GHOSH! MflVRP SOMETIMESALL RIGHT"

ouick! veOtSK 1 T.M HIGH GRASS- - YOU SAW, yet!Y6S--- I VPS ach! VOT1 EFFRV where"; LATELY I AM
l rriui Rirr st-i-SOMEDING VATER--D6R- E ISS WRONqNOO GHOSTS OF OUR COULD HAVE but dot iss NOD SO 6URE
ARE MISDAKEIS! i ..ici i ritrvBRAVE POYS, DOT CAUSED rr? tA A ABOUT DOTMOVE, RIGHT

OVER DERE
EVEN A SMPLL

BOAT COULDI VI I
NO SHORE-N- O
PLACE "TO GO
pop ANVfVmv-- DID THWR EGSt!VAS CHUST BLOWN ODCOME I Nl HEIL HITLER

show vou!BY DOT SHORE- - GET THROUGH TO GLORY- - A TRACE! HEIL HITLER 1 STUFF!I

CHUST swamp! DOT QR ASS

morning, talking in low, earn-
est tones to Halsey and he pre-
sumed it was about MacDoweU.
How much of their conversation
she had overheard he could not
tell; ho hoped it wasn't too much.
He was doubly glad he had in-

formed Halsey he was ready to
return to New York. In that way,
MacDoweU wouldn't be hurt

Dark-eye- d, dark-hair- Martha
Gwenson stayed close to the ter-
race, alternately reading and nap-
ping. Tha tension seemed to have
missed her completely, or it the
realized it she was too well bred
to give a sign. There had been
little opportunity to talk with her;
Halsey had acted as spokesman
and apparently she accepted the
prima facie evidence that either
Halsey or Struthera were in
charge.

There was packing to do. Tn such
way does man shut the door of

the past and enter the high road of
the future. Strange, how little he
had gathered about him in six
years. Bits of coral, books, pipes;
articles of clothing that soon would
be useless; a riding crop made of
a shark's spine; a voodoo mask.
In the way of personal possessions,
there wasn't much. Not much,
even, of memories. A hurricane, a:
few sunsets, a few long, lazy
awims in the jade green sea. A:
respectable bank account in Saint;
Thomas; "I suppose they'll attach;
that, if they haven't already," he
told himself bitterly.

i

TTALSET came in when Taloott
was snapping ihe lock of his

trunk. Halscy's manner was busi-
nesslike and brusque and

"The supply boat ar-
rives at noon?" he asked stiffly.

Usually."
Do you think they can accom-

modate us?"
"IH be very much surprised if

fhey cant"
Halsey nodded and went out

"that was Halsey; he represented
business, and while he might be
secretly sorry for Bill Talcott,
there was nothing he could do
about it Halsey represented Old
Man Winters, and if the Old Man
told him that Saint Peter was
short in his accounts, he would
hammer at the pearly gates until
he got an accounting.

Well, Halsey hadn't asked any
advice. He'd merely asked for and
received a definite answer. This
was his one day of management
Let him for this day make his own
decisions. And then let him un-
make them when he got a look at
the supply boat

Talcott bad gone to the terrace
when Struthers showed up, look-
ing for Halsey. Struthers was car-
rying a bulky envelope whose pur-
pose was too plain to be ignored;
his precious "evidence" manufac-
tured out of full fabric. "Halsey
went oft" with Miss Paterson," Bill
Talcott said in neither civility nor'
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disrespect
Struthers scowled, hesitated. "I!

understand MacDoweU was at- -;

tempting some advice," he said.
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an. officer of the law to inform the
prisoner of his rights," Talcott re-
torted.

Struthers made no answer, and
turning, marched away.

Martha Swenson had been doz-

ing in a chair and the auditor's
arrival had awakened her. Her
puzzled eyes turned to Bill Tal-
cott "Prisoner?" she asked in her
husky, disturbing voice. "Who is
the prisoner? This I do not under-istand- !"

"I'm the lucky guy," he an- -

13 Ocean.
15 It is played

with a .
18 Solid food,
20 24 hours.
22 Through. ;
24 Answer.
25 Holy man.
27 Her.
29 Golf peg.
32 Slight.
33 Malt beveraget
34 Dialect
35 Snare.
36 Gape,
37 Shaw

JUANANTIOIN I IOIRI I OIS
USlENOR : lONSlTpQ5CiB I T T r NEfr UIP

TAU L EAF ElRI Mrs
LnnE7spe4rH n
fobjEl-pa- t tti ...
cisis2LiN3gl rios
ACTA SI. OTHfTl
TflsSL js sTmrp q,r
5l- - "C a L T.r. ;, R s A

R :C H I l T ETrTs E T
sULll IcItTT A LlplE-lHIYlgl-

Iswered cheerfully. "And I don't
(understand it either, which makes
(us even."

.a .i.naa.aaaaM - mm II II

"Ah, a poleetical prisoner," she I YEAH.JINKy JAMES - WZ
5 A POLCV- - HOLDEFi. f. VOU. f
IKl MY MlGUT GOAe

paid with understanding which'
Wis gal Dome
IS WALKING
AROUND IM A
dopam AROirr

thowed that she didn't understand

HORIZONTAL
1 Pictured

popular
musical
instrument.

7 Move rapidly.
12 Teacher.
13 Asiatic goat

antelope.
14 Either.
16 Plateau.
17 Border.
18 Greek letter.
19 Marry.
21 Communi-

cation.
22 Vegetable.
23 Beloved.
25 Trained ,

animal.
26 Stains.
28 Begin.
30 Symbol for

phenyl.
31 East India

(abbr.).
32 Market
34 Goodman

plays one.
37 Partner.

I T,,r,A (AIIV9 f UAIBlt II? Jat all
Bill Talcott let It go at that He also plays one rv. . pav uim Ri. LARRY BARKER

a r five mksi mmdidn't much care what sort of
prisoner this charming, dark-eye- d

girl thought him to be; having h : a mn HER jicome from a country where they
touted you out of bed and poured
(you into a concentration camp be

38 Rip.
40 Regret
41 Bird.
46 Twain.
47 Transpose

(abbr.).
48 Piece of

money, i

49 Land.
51 Chaos.
52 Scorched.
53 Flower.
55 Excel.
56 Bobolink,

VERTICAL
1 Large group.
2 Near.
3 Beverage.
4 Article.
5 Organ of

smell.
6 Eons.
7 Barriers,
8 Incite.
0 Deer.

10 Twaddell
(abbr.).

11 Uniform.

cause of the way you parted your

39 Circular.
41 PalnluL
42 It is a

instrument .

43 Insect
44 Tardy.
45 Unite closely.
48 Billiard stick,
50 Chest .bone.
52 BriUsh

Columbia
(abbr.).

843.1416.

hair, it probably seemed normal)
enough to her. He had gone far
past worrying what people thought
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ims nippancy was covering a nun,
a deeper wound than he cared to
admit For Btruthers' words!
(showed that June Paterson was
learrying tales.

M'HB supply boat came in at a
I A little before one, and Bill Tal--
icott, standing at the side of a
Imound of baggage, chuckled In

freeir
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wardly. Not many had come down
to see them off; Just Sebastien and
black Tomas and the houseboy
Sam. The rest were lolling in com
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fortable shade far from tho swel-
tering pier. There had been no an-
nouncements of his going; it was
better that way. It was only be-
cause Sam had told Sebastien and
the foreman, in his turn, had re-

lated the news to Tomas that even
Uiey were there. They were keep-
ing their eyes studiously down-
cast nd there was some kind of
present concealed beneath Sebas-'ticn- 'B

bandaged arm. Fervently
IBiU Talcott wished it was over,

Halscy's dismay was ludicrous.
"Is this the boat?" he demanded

Us the etuinmy, aquaie-salle-d sloop
Icnmo alongside.
I "Thid is it" Tnlcolt noddfA
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