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THE ATORY—DII  Taleott is
ahout to return te New York after
5mnumnbwml ndian
as bra manager for am
Ameriean chemieal frm; to face
tnuu of shorisge l.: hin me=
H he had)

who mm him, chargea that he
in bel momeone higher
:r ® -\ul tor remalus o chnrge
the
in depn
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roommate, and  twe  refugees,
Martha Swenson and Praf, Cane
aisnt'ne, whe have been lnnded on
he laland by a villalpons swmn
xler named Jackson, MacDowe I.
thoukh hired hy the noditor, urgoa
NIt refure extradition, Bat i1l
ore go back and face the
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CHAPTER XII
Hnnwheramn. later in the
morning, talking in low, earn-~
est tones to Halsey and he pre-
sumed it was about MacDowell
How much of their conversation
she had overheard he could not
12ll; he hoped it wasn't too much,
He was doubly giad he had in=
formed Halsey he wus ready to
return to New York. In that way,
MacDowell wouldn't be hurt,
Dark-oyed, dark-haired M
Bwenson stayed ¢lose to the te
race, alternniely reading and nap-
The tensitn seemed fo have
missed her completely, or if she
realized it she was too well bred
to give a sign. There had been
little opportunity to talk with her;
Bﬂm had acted as spokesman
and apparenily she nccepted the
prima facie evidence that either
Halsey or Struthers were in
charge,
‘There was packing to do. In such
a way does man shut the deor of
the past and enter the high road of
the future. Strange, how little he
had gathered about him in six
years, Bits of coral, books, pipes;
articles of clothing that soon would
be useless; a riding crop made of
a zhark's spine; & voodoo mask.

In the way of personal possessions,
there wasn't much. Not much,
even, of memories, A hurricane, a
few sunsets, & few long, lazy
swims in the jade green sea. Al
respectable bank account in Saint
Thomas; “T suppose they'll attach!
that, it they bavmt already,” he
told himself bitterly.
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HAI.E!:!‘ csme in when mmtt

was snapping the lock of his
trunk. Halsey's manner was busi-
messlike and beusque and eye-

mvolding. “The supply boat ar-
rives at min?“ Fe asked stiffly.

“Do you thiuk they can accoms-
modate us?™

“I11 be ver.r much surprised if
ey can't”

and while he might be
gorry for Bill Talcott,
there was nothing he could do
bout it. Halsey represented Old
Winters, and if the Old Man
him that Saint Peler was
. in his accounts, he would
er at the pezrly gates until

& got an accounting,
Well, Halsey hadn't asked any

rect out of full fabric, “Halsev
t off with 2lies Paterson,” Bill

2ald in neither clvility nor |

jdisrespect,
Struthers scowled, hesitated. *T
derstand MacDowell was at-
tempting some advice,” he sald.

“T thought it was customary for|
,officer of the law to inform the
r er of his rights," Talcott re-
tarted.

Struthers made no answer, and
tturning, marched away.

Martha Swenson had been doz-

June Paterson's nose sought an
jeven higher altitude. “I'm cer-
tainly not going to ride In that!™
she announced as she inspected
the assortment of cattle, poals,
chickens and piles of fruit on its
deck, *Good heavens!"

“Oh, thoy can find voom" Tal-
cott murmured. “It's amazing what

‘tries to start anything, slap him
downl"
(To Bo Continued)

HOLD EVERYTHING!

these fellows can do

She turned her head to stare at |
him. “Perhnps you don't mind rid- |
{ng with pig=" she eald icily, "Bul
I most ceriainly do.

Halsey came over. "This fsn't
funny!" he soapped. “I might have |
suspected, This is an awful tum

lof nffairs, The mailboat won't be

back in time. And this is out of
the question!™ |

The hlack captaln, to whom car-
£o wias cargo and passangers were
passengers regardless of the num-
ber of legs they had, put in an car,
“What do matter dis boat, bans?™
he demanded.

“You certainly don't expect two
lndies o ride In that igess, do |
you?” Halsey glared.

“Dey ride in de mess or dey
don't ride," the captaln nnnounced |
fintly. “Dis boat don't get unloaded |
till Tortola dock, Saint Thomas!" |

June Paterson tap-tapped around |
the baggage, came face to face
with Bill Taleott, thrust out a bel-
ligerent chin, said, "I've a sneak- |
Ing suspicion you're at the bottom
of this. If it's a snmple of the Tal-
cott humor, I'm not having anyl"

The smile stayed on Bill Tal-
cott's lips but the mirth was gone |
from his eyes. T rather thought
you couldn’t take it Matter of fact, |
I don't see why Halsey doesn't use |

the company Iaunck sually do.®
The mounting red In Halsey's |

face was reward encugih, and sud- |

denly Bill Talcott felt like himself

again. He'd been kicked around
Just a little too long: abmp'.lr he
stiffened and tersely said, “Sebas-
tien, gel the Isunch mdy You're

itaking us, Tomas, vou—eun-b(\ss'
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NO, YOU'D CLEAR OUT! YOU'D GET A GUN, A SPEAR, A CLUB!YoUD
TRY 1O LOCK HIM INSIDE, AND Y0U'D DO YOUR LUTMOST TO KILL HIM,
OR STARVE HIM, OR KEEP HIM THERE UNTIL HELP ARRIVED! THEN
TREAT THE INVADING JAP AS \OUD TREATA TISER!
KEEP HIS ARMY OF OCCUPATION S0 ALL-FIRED
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