| CHAPTER XXV1

! RAN'BY spread out the sheets

] of Parris' letter on the kitchen
i3 table. The letter had come two

| days ago, and she had read it a

! dozen times, but she returmned to
| it agaln and aguin for the warmth

sense of eecurity
she derived

and comfort,
} and safoty that

from it.
1 “I am sure that you have al-
i rendy made Drake feel that he
| fa needed and wanted in the
world, I am writing him in this
same post that he is certainly
needed and Important in my life.
We can't give him legs, but we
can keep his mind and personality,
and soul, if you wish to eall it
that, whole and well.

] recalled Iast night that a
long time ago Drake talked of
real estate projects of some kind,
I don't remember just what the
{deas were. The main point is to
get his mind going on something
definitely constructive.

“Drake has been more than a
brother to me, and from this mo-
ment on you are more than my
sister. In you two I feel that I
have more than a professional
reason for coming back to Xings
Row. You know, of course, that
I have always hoped for an an-
pointment at the State Hospital
for the Insane. I have kept Dr.
Nolan informed of my progress.
He has promised to recommend
my appointment when I have fin-
fshed my work here in Vienna™

Randy folded the thin sheets of
paper carefully. It was strange,
she thought, how well she knew
Parris Mitchell,
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GmmuLY. us the weeks

went by, Randy pressed the

suggestions Parris had made in his

first Jetter, She was amazed to

see how Drake fell more and more

easily into the pattern she so care-
lanned.

fully p
One day, following her carefully
leads, Drake recalled the
old project for reclaiming the
creck-bottom lands nearby. He
alighied upon it with joy, He had
begun from that day to move
toward a normal life. Sometimes,
as Randy studied the sharp-cut
profile, it seemed as though this
catastrophe had bumed Drake
clear of every trait that had been
a litfle careless nnd coarse.

“I'm going to move you down-
stairs next week, Drake.”

‘He frowned. “Where?”

“The front room. That's going
to, be our living room, and the
little room off o the side that
never has been anything but a
storercom will be our bedroom.”

I He thought a (3
sounds pleasan!
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“There is just one front win-
dow. It looks into the front yard.
There's a big cedar tree outside,
and across the road you can see
around

Drake's face contracted sud-
denly. “I'll be glad o get where
I don’t hear them so plain, Some-
times I dream—1I guess Il always
bave dreams like that"

“T don't think so, Drake.™ Randy
spcke very calmly, but her chest
was tght. “You'll have a Iot of
wother things to think about.”
| “Randy!”

“Remember this always. You've

deeply shadowed eyes,

“Drake."

Drake moved hiz lips, but no
word eame, His face was like a
mask of thin stone He shifted
a little like an embarrassed ¢hild
and turned his face away.

Parris sat down on the edge of
the bed and lald his cheek hard
agrinst Drake's,

Randy backed out of the door
and closed it behind her. She

to be a doctor over at the asylum.”™
“Well, now! Government job o

]
ata"l_"} oﬂ". ol wont ta the kitehen and sat down
b . e e in a low chair behind the stove.
ARRIS walked across the (To Be Continued)
square. At the cormer he These  tampant preTTrE

paused and thought » moment.
Yes, Cedar street, that was the
shortest way to Randy's house, 1

He had thought so often of com-
Ing home. Now he was here. This
was Kings Row. He looked east
and west on the cross street. This

military forees seck to and can
dethrone Christ and then shout
as the pagans of the past, "there
is no other god but Caesar.'—
Msgr. Michael Ready, general
seeretary of National Catholic
shnbty, dingy-looking street, this | Welfare souncil, observing third
—village. A strange heaviness |anniversary of coronation of
settled on his heart, and with it | Pane Pius,
came a quick, keen wave of home-
sickness for Vienna, Vienna had 3
meant friends, a comfortable i .
something that wus almost home ’ J !
—Vienna was—he shook himself .
| AT CASH PRICES!
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free of the thoughts,
“Darpist"
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“Randy—my dear!™

“Oh, Parris, I'm so glad to see

ul"

Randy had just started out
when she met Parris. She swung
the white-painted gate open again,
“Come on in. Drake will be crazy,
he'll be so glad to see you"

“How is he?" Parris caught her
avm and held back as they came
to the door, "How s he really?™

Randy looked away, then baclke
again. Her eves dimmed a little.
“T don't really know, Parris. I
don't really kmow. He seems—
more like himself lately, But I |
can't tell"” |

Randy opened the door, |

Parris held tight to Drake's
hand and looked down into the
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